
“You Shall Not Steal” 
(Exodus 20:15) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Let me emphasize as we begin the reason we do what we do as Christians.   
a.  Thankfulness.   
b.  Avoidance of sin.   
c.  Advancement of God’s glory.   
d.  But also the enjoyment of God.   
e.  Remember S.C. 1, “What is the chief end of man?  A.  Man's chief end is to 

glorify God and to enjoy him forever.   
(i)  This is why God made us:  His glory, and that we might enjoy Him.   
(ii)  How are we to do these things?  God must tell us, and He has.   
(iii)  “What rule hath God given to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him?  

A.  The word of God, which is contained in the scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may glorify and enjoy him” 
(S.C. 2).   

(iv)  Whatever we must do to bring glory to and to enjoyment Him is contained in 
the Bible.  But what is that?   

(v)  “What do the Scriptures principally teach?  A.  The Scriptures principally 
teach, what man is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires of 
man” (S.C. 3).   

(vi)  Both come through right knowledge about God and about our duty.   
(vii)  But, of course, we must also believe that truth and obey that duty.   

 
2.  If we believe the right things and practice them, we will glorify Him and enjoy Him.   

a.  This is the secret of a happy life, a fulfilled life, a fruitful life, a life that raises us 
above just a day-to-day existence.   

b.  Communion/fellowship with God is our true happiness.   
c.  Loving the Father and His Son is what will increase our joy.   
d.  If we’re Christians, nothing else will do it.   
e.  But this blessing only comes through obedience/walking in the light with Him.   
f.  So far in our series on the Ten Commandments, we’ve seen we must:   

(i)  Honor God as the only God and our God – love nothing more.   
(ii)  Worship Him in the way He commands.   
(iii)  Use His name reverently/properly.   
(iv)  Keep His Sabbath holy.   
(v)  Honor our parents and all in authority.   
(vi)  Protect and defend life.   
(vii)  Keep ourselves and others sexually pure.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, we’re looking at the eighth commandment:  You shall not steal.   
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a.  Again, it has a negative and a positive.   
(i)  We must not take what doesn’t belong to us.   
(ii)  We must gain our wealth through righteous means.   
 

b.  It has to do with us and with others.   
(i)  We must not take what others have.   
(ii)  We must do what we can to protect others possessions.   
 

c.  And it has to do not only with the act, but what leads up to it:   
(i)  We should not only not steal, we must not covet.   
(ii)  We must also not lust after the world’s goods.   

 
2.  This commandment has to do with the lawful gaining, protecting and using of 

wealth.  Let’s consider some of the ways we are to do this:   
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, and most obvious, the eighth commandment forbids us from stealing.   

1.  There are obvious ways this is done and not so obvious.   
a.  Theft:  taking something that doesn’t belong to you, but to your neighbor.  “Let 

him who steals steal no longer” (Eph. 4:28).   
(i)  There’s robbery:  breaking into someone’s house; using force to take away 

what they have (armed robbery, bullying).  David writes, “Do not trust in 
oppression, and do not vainly hope in robbery; if riches increase, do not set 
your heart upon them” (Psalm 62:10).   

(ii)  Extortion:  armed robbery is one form, bullying another, but there are more 
sophisticated ways of twisting someone’s arm to make them pay.  “As for his 
father, because he practiced extortion, robbed his brother, and did what was not 
good among his people, behold, he will die for his iniquity” (Ez. 18:18).   

(iii)  Usury:  lending someone money for necessities at interest.  “Now there was a 
great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish brothers.  For 
there were those who said, ‘We, our sons and our daughters, are many; 
therefore let us get grain that we may eat and live.’  And there were others who 
said, ‘We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our houses that we 
might get grain because of the famine.’  Also there were those who said, ‘We 
have borrowed money for the king's tax on our fields and our vineyards.  And 
now our flesh is like the flesh of our brothers, our children like their children.  
Yet behold, we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be slaves, and some 
of our daughters are forced into bondage already, and we are helpless because 
our fields and vineyards belong to others.’  Then I was very angry when I had 
heard their outcry and these words.  And I consulted with myself, and 
contended with the nobles and the rulers and said to them, ‘You are exacting 
usury, each from his brother!’  Therefore, I held a great assembly against 
them” (Neh. 5:1-7).   

 
b.  There are ways we can take, but not realize it.   

(i)  By not giving our employers a good days work.   
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(ii)  By taking something from our employer and justifying it by saying we have 
earned it.   

(iii)  By receiving stolen goods.  “He who is a partner with a thief hates his own 
life” (Prov. 29:24).   

(iv)  By deceiving others when we sell them something, such as to its condition or 
value.   
(a)  Including false weights and measures; that’s why we have a county bureau 

of weights and measures.   
(b)  “You shall not have in your bag differing weights, a large and a small.  

You shall not have in your house differing measures, a large and a small.  
You shall have a full and just weight; you shall have a full and just measure, 
that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God 
gives you.  For everyone who does these things, everyone who acts unjustly 
is an abomination to the LORD your God” (Deu. 25:13-16).   

 
 (v)  By making an agreement and then breaking it for some advantage:  David 

writes that the righteous man, the one who may abide on God’s holy hill, “He 
swears to his own hurt, and does not change; he does not put out his money at 
interest, nor does he take a bribe against the innocent.  He who does these 
things will never be shaken” (Ps. 15:4-5).   

 (vi)  By not giving something back what we’ve borrowed.  “The wicked borrows 
and does not pay back, but the righteous is gracious and gives” (Psalm 37:21).   

(vii)  By suing someone unjustly.  “Do not devise harm against your neighbor, 
while he lives in security beside you.  Do not contend with a man without 
cause, if he has done you no harm” (Prov. 3:29-30).   

(viii)  By not giving to meet someone’s need when the Lord has placed them in 
our lives and given us the means:  “Give to him who asks of you, and do not 
turn away from him who wants to borrow from you” (Matt. 5:42).   

 
c.  What should we do it we have stolen?   

(i)  Confess our sin.   
(ii)  Ask forgiveness of God and those we’ve injured.   
(iii)  Make restitution, unless they forgive the debt.   

(a)  “When a person sins and acts unfaithfully against the LORD, and deceives 
his companion in regard to a deposit or a security entrusted to him, or 
through robbery, or if he has extorted from his companion, or has found 
what was lost and lied about it and sworn falsely, so that he sins in regard to 
any one of the things a man may do; then it shall be, when he sins and 
becomes guilty, that he shall restore what he took by robbery, or what he 
got by extortion, or the deposit which was entrusted to him, or the lost thing 
which he found, or anything about which he swore falsely; he shall make 
restitution for it in full, and add to it one-fifth more. He shall give it to the 
one to whom it belongs on the day he presents his guilt offering.  Then he 
shall bring to the priest his guilt offering to the LORD, a ram without defect 
from the flock, according to your valuation, for a guilt offering, and the 
priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD; and he shall be 
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forgiven for any one of the things which he may have done to incur guilt” 
(Lev. 6:2-7).   

(b)  Sometimes the debt may be forgiven.  Example:  The servant who 
implored his master (Matt. 18).   

 
2.  We must not steal from others, but we must also protect their possessions.  You shall 

love you neighbor as yourself (Matt. 22:39).   
a.  Protect them from thieves:  if you see someone stealing, call the police; if they 

drop something or leave it, restore it to them.   
b.  Protect them from damage:  if they’ve left something out.   
c.  Protect them from becoming lost:  if we see neighbor’s animal out, and it’s not 

vicious, then capture it and bring it back, especially if you let it out.   
(i)  “You shall not see your countryman's ox or his sheep straying away, and pay 

no attention to them; you shall certainly bring them back to your countryman.  
And if your countryman is not near you, or if you do not know him, then you 
shall bring it home to your house, and it shall remain with you until your 
countryman looks for it; then you shall restore it to him.  And thus you shall do 
with his donkey, and you shall do the same with his garment, and you shall do 
likewise with anything lost by your countryman, which he has lost and you 
have found. You are not allowed to neglect them.  You shall not see your 
countryman's donkey or his ox fallen down on the way, and pay no attention to 
them; you shall certainly help him to raise them up” (Deu. 22:1-4).   

(ii)  “Do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the 
interests of others” (Phil. 2:4).   

 
B.  Secondly, it calls us to increase our wealthy righteously.   

1.  We must work diligently.   
a.  To not do so only steals from others.   
b.  It’s those who are very industrious who are made rich.  “Poor is he who works 

with a negligent hand, But the hand of the diligent makes rich” (Prov. 10:4).   
c.  Some of this has to do with our gifts – time, energy, power of concentration.   
d.  We must be careful that we keep this in balance with the sixth commandment by 

not working beyond our abilities.   
 

2.  We must be wise in the use of our resources.   
a.  Save.   
b.  Invest wisely.   
c.  Spending frugally.   
 

3.  On the other hand, we must not steal from ourselves or those who depend on us 
through irresponsibility or waste.   
a.  Idleness; not doing the work necessary to take care of our needs and the needs of 

those around us.  “But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for 
those of his household, he has denied the faith, and is worse than an unbeliever” 
(1 Tim. 5:8).   

b.  Wasteful spending:   
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(i)  Too much recreation.  “A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the 
hands to rest, then your poverty will come as a robber, and your want like an 
armed man” (Prov. 24:33-34).   

(ii)  Too many unnecessary possessions.  “Do not weary yourself to gain wealth, 
cease from your consideration of it.   When you set your eyes on it, it is gone.  
For wealth certainly makes itself wings, like an eagle that flies toward the 
heavens” (Prov. 23:4-5).   

(iii)  Gambling.   
(iv)  Becoming surety unnecessarily.  “He who is guarantor for a stranger will 

surely suffer for it, but he who hates being a guarantor is secure” (Prov. 11:15).   
 

C.  Finally, it calls us to be content with what we have.   
1.  We will deal with this under the tenth commandment.   
2.  But we must not covet.   
3.  We must not love worldly things (lawful) too much.  “But godliness actually is a 

means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment.  For we have brought 
nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  And if we have 
food and covering, with these we shall be content.  But those who want to get rich 
fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge 
men into ruin and destruction” (1 Tim. 6:6-9).   

4.  We must not envy the prosperity of others.  “But as for me, my feet came close to 
stumbling; my steps had almost slipped.  For I was envious of the arrogant, as I saw 
the prosperity of the wicked” (Psalm 73:2-3).   

 
D.  Final considerations.   

1.  We are God’s stewards over His goods to acquire and use them according to His 
will.  (Parable of the Talents).   
a.  A steward doesn’t use his stewardship to profit himself but his Lord.   
b.  The Lord will call us to account for it.   
c.  We need to use it wisely.   

 
2.  God has promised that if we seek first His kingdom, everything else we need will be 

added to us (Matt. 6).   
a.  We must not be anxious for daily bread.   
b.  The Lord can do exceedingly abundantly beyond all we ask or think.   
c.  If we seek Him first, if we obey Him, He will provide.   
d.  The way to poverty is to neglect His will.   
e.  The way to spiritual poverty is the same.   
f.  But the way to prosper in both is to obey.   Amen.   


