
“You Shall Call His Name Jesus” 
(Matthew 1:21)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  We have the tendency in our culture to take so much for granted:   
a.  We’ve pretty much grown up with whatever we’ve needed:   

(i)  Food, clothing, a house to live in, enough money to meet our needs.   
(ii)  We even take more special blessings for granted:  Our spouses, children, 

health.   
(iii)  We’re so used to these things we think somehow they are guaranteed to us:  

that our spouses will always love us, that we’ll live to old age, see our 
children grow up and have children of their own, that our needs will always be 
taken care of.   

(iv)  We forget the One who gives us these blessings and to thank Him.   
 

b.  But when we forget, the Lord often gives us wakeup calls to remind us that we 
shouldn’t:   
(i)  Things that threaten our relationships, our lives, our finances, that threaten to 

take away our possessions, even our necessities.   
(ii)  He does this to help us not to take Him for granted, not to forget what He 

daily does for us.   
(iii)  If this is true of His physical blessings, how much more of spiritual.   

 
2.  We should especially be careful not to take the greatest gift He has given to us for 

granted:  His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.   
a.  We need to remember He is the reason for every blessing:   

(i)  If it were not for Him, we wouldn’t have any of these things.   
(ii)  If not for Him, there would be no salvation and no reason for God to 

preserve this world and keep it going (except perhaps for judgment).   
(iii)  Every blessing – whether spiritual or physical – we owe all to God and His 

plan to save His people through Jesus Christ.   
 
b.  God doesn’t want us to forget, especially those of us who have already received 

His mercy in Christ:   
(i)  And so He’s given us a day to remind us – not Christmas Day (although this 

day does for many).   
(ii)  But the Lord’s Day – one day in every seven, to remember His life, death, 

and resurrection, and to praise Him for it.   
(a)  Jesus said to His disciples who saw Him, who heard Him teach, “Blessed 

are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear.  For truly 
I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you 
see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it” 
(Matt. 13:16-17).   
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(b)  We are blessed:  we can see and hear all these things through the eye 
witness account they wrote for us in the Bible.   

(c)  At least we can if we listen, pay attention, and especially trust in the One 
they tell us about.   

(d)  Perhaps by reflecting on this account again this morning, it will help us to 
remember how blessed we are or how blessed we can be, if we trust in 
Jesus.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Let’s consider, first, the context:   
a.  Our text tells us that Joseph and Mary had not yet married, had not come 

together, and yet she was expecting a child.   
b.  Joseph quite reasonably suspected that she had been unfaithful and so wanted to 

divorce her.   
(i)  Though they weren’t married, an engagement was legally binding, they were 

already in covenant with each other, and in the appointed time, they would 
come together.   

(ii)  It looked as though she had violated this covenant by committing adultery:  
the penalty for this violation was death.   

(iii)  But Joseph did not want this for Mary, nor did he desire to disgrace her 
publicly, and so he set his heart to put her away, secretly.   

 
2.  As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream.   

a.  Notice we no longer see the angel of the Lord in the New Testament – the One 
who is the Lord Himself – since He had now become incarnate.   

b.  The angel told Joseph not to be afraid to take Mary as his wife.   
(i)  The child conceived in her was of the Holy Spirit, not of another man.   
(ii)  This means that Mary was still a virgin, she had not been unfaithful; and so 

Joseph did not put her away.   
(iii)  And when the child was born, she was still a virgin, for Joseph kept her so 

until the child was born, and did not take her as his wife until afterwards.   
 

c.  This message from the angel and this supernatural conception must have shown 
Joseph that this child was special.   

d.  There was one more thing that did as well:  the name he was commanded to give 
the child did; he was to name Him, Jesus.   

e.  This morning, let’s consider three things:   
(i)  First, the meaning of this name, Jesus:  The Lord is salvation.   
(ii)  Second, why He was called Jesus:  because He came to save His people.   
(iii)  Finally, how Jesus accomplished His mission:  through His life, death and 

resurrection.     
 

II.  Sermon.   
A.  First, what does the name Jesus mean?   

1.  Hebrew names generally have very specific meanings.   
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a.  We usually give our children names that sound good to us, or name them after 
relatives or people we admire in the Bible or History, or other reasons like this.   

b.  The Jews gave their children names for definite reasons that reflected the 
situation in which they were born or some characteristic they had or something 
they would do.   
(i)  For instance, Isaac means “he laughs”:  the Lord gave him this name because 

both Abraham (Gen. 17:17) and Sarah (18:2) laughed when the Lord told 
them Sarah would bear a son at ninety, and because his birth would bring joy 
that would make many laugh (21:6).   

(ii)  Abram means “exalted father”; the Lord changed his name to Abraham, 
which means “father of a multitude” after He made His covenant with him, 
promising to make him the father of many nations.   

(iii)  Jonah means “dove”:  the dove was a symbol of peace and peace; this 
reflected the mission for which God sent Jonah to Nineveh (Jonah 4:10-11).   
 

2.  “Jesus” is the Greek form of the Hebrew word Joshua.   
a.  Joshua means, “The Lord is salvation.”   

(i)  Joshua was the name of Moses’ successor, the one who led God’s people 
against the Canaanites when they conquered the Promised Land.   

(ii)  But Joshua is also the name of the prophet like Moses, the One God raised 
up to fight and defeat Satan and his army, and to rescue His people from 
Satan’s power.   

 
b.  By the way, don’t get confused and think that we’re calling Jesus by the wrong 

name.  Jesus is His name in Greek, the name His disciples used.   
 

B.  Second, why did the angel command that He be given the name, Jesus (the Lord is 
salvation)?   
1.  Perhaps the first reason is too obvious for us to see.   

a.  It’s because of who this child was:  The Lord Himself.  We know this not just 
because He bears the name “Lord,” but also because of what the NT says about 
Him:   
(i)  John writes, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 

and the Word was God. . . .  And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, 
and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of 
grace and truth” (John 1:1, 14).   

(ii)  Thomas, when he saw Him after His death and resurrection, said, “My Lord 
and my God!” (John 20:28).   

(iii)  The disciples worshiped Him (Matt. 28:17), and only God is to be 
worshiped (4:10).   
 

b.  To save anyone, Jesus had to be both God and man:   
(i)  Only such a man could bring salvation.   
(ii)  He had to be a man because man sinned and owed the debt to God’s justice.   
(iii)  But He also had to be God because our sins are so serious, that only One of 

infinite worth could pay for them.   
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(iv)  And so God the Son, the second person of the Triune God – Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit – became a man to bring salvation to man.   

 
2.  The second reason He was given this name quite clearly follows from the first:  the 

purpose for which He came:  “For He will save His people from their sins.”   
a.  Before we can understand what this means, we must first understand what sin is.   

(i)  Sin is the breaking of God’s Law, His Ten Commandments:  it is the 
worshiping of false gods or loving anyone or anything more than God; it is the 
worshiping of God in a way He has not commanded/authorized; sin is using 
His name as a swear word instead of reverently; breaking His Sabbath Day – 
Sunday – by working or playing and not worshiping Him; disobeying and 
dishonoring authority, such as our parents, or state officials, or employers; it is 
hating, hurting, harassing or even killing our neighbor; lusting after another 
person in our hearts or committing acts of sexual immorality; taking things 
that don’t belong to us, whether things or time; saying things about others that 
aren’t true, lying; or being unhappy with what we have and wanting what 
others have.   

(ii)  Sin is not loving God as He wants to be loved and not loving our neighbor as 
God says we should love them.   

(iii)  We were already sinning before God gave us the Law, but He gave us the 
Law so that we could see it as well.   

 
b.  We must also understand its consequences.   

(i)  When we sin, we become guilty, and guilt brings punishment.   
(a)  God tells us that the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23).   
(b)  That’s why we die, why there’s death in the world.   
 

(ii)  When we came into the world, we were already under the sentence of death.   
(a)  The very first man, Adam, disobeyed God in the paradise God made for 

him.  When he did this as our representative, he died and so did all of his 
children – which includes us.   

(b)  We came into this world guilty of Adam’s sin; dead in sin; with an evil 
heart.   

(c)  How do we know this?  The Bible tells us (Eph. 2:1); but also our own 
experience.   

(d)  As soon as we were old enough to express ourselves, we expressed sin – 
you don’t need to teach a child to do something wrong, he already knows 
how to do that; he needs to be taught to do what is right.   

 
(iv)  Sin brings guilt and guilt brings death; not just physical death, but eternal 

death – if we die guilty, we will be punished for our sins for the rest of time, 
in a place that burns with fire – hell.   

(v)  Crimes committed against an infinite God deserve infinite punishment.  This 
is what everyone is in danger of; this is what Jesus came to save man from.   
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C.  Finally, how did Jesus accomplish His mission?   
1.  It’s really very simple:   

a.  God is holy and cannot tolerate sin in His presence – anyone who would enter 
heaven must be perfect.   

b.  We aren’t perfect, we came into this world imperfect, we’ve lived imperfect lives 
since we’ve been here; we can’t enter.   

c.  But Jesus can:  He is perfect; He obeyed His Father perfectly.   
d.  And He can make us perfect:   

(i)  If we believe in Him, He will give us His perfect record of obedience.   
(ii)  Jesus offered Himself, taking the punishment of His people, taking His 

Father’s wrath on Himself, to free His people from punishment.   
(iii)  If we believe in Him, His death on the cross will take away our sins.   

 
2.  What Jesus did, He did for His people – not just for the Jews who would believe in 

Him, but also for the Gentiles who would believe as well.   
a.  The Bible tells us that “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal 
life” (John 3:16).   

b.  Jesus lived and died for all who would believe in Him – for those who believed 
before He was born – since His life and death saved all who looked forward to 
His coming – and those who would believe after He completed His work.   

c.  Believing in Jesus means more than simply knowing the facts about His life, or 
believing those facts; it means, knowing these thing to be true, you place your 
trust in Him to save you.   

d.  But it also means turning from your sins – Jesus came to save His people not 
only from the guilt and punishment due to their sins, but from sin itself.   
(i)  He breaks the power of sin in our hearts and gives us the desire to obey Him.   
(ii)  And so if we are genuinely trusting Him, we will not only agree with God 

that we have sinned, but we will grieve over our sins because they offend 
Him, hate them because He hates them, and turn from all of them to follow 
Jesus in all He calls us to do.   

 
e.  If this is what you have done, then you are saved:  remember how thankful you 

should be for this mercy.   
f.  If you haven’t trusted in Him before, but want to now, then come to Christ, 

believe in Him and be saved.   
g.  But if you still want nothing to do with Him, know that you aren’t saved – you’re 

still guilty and will be condemned unless you turn from your sins and trust in 
Him.   
(i)  Jesus is the only One who can help you; the only One who can deliver you; 

and He offers to do this now, if you will trust in Him.   
(ii)  Don’t take it for granted that His offer will always be there for you.  The day 

of salvation will end:  seek the Lord now while He may be found.   
(iii)  The Lord says to you, “Turn to Me and be saved, all the ends of the earth; 

for I am God, and there is no other” (Isa. 45:22).  Amen.   


