
“You Shall Be My Possession” 

(Exodus 19:1-6)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we considered the Exodus:  that it wasn’t just a picture of Christ’s 

redemption, it was His redemption of His people, at least from the slavery of Egypt.   

a.  He was the angel of the Lord who spoke to Moses from the burning bush and who 

sent him to Egypt to deliver His people.   

b.  He was the One represented by that bush who was saving His people from the 

tyranny of the Egyptians then, but who would later come in human flesh, undergo 

God’s wrath against sin, and yet not be consumed by it to redeem His people.   

c.  He was the One who freed them from the tyranny of Pharaoh, as He would later free 

us from the tyranny of Satan.  

d.  He is the One who spared their lives from His judgment through the blood of the 

Passover lamb, as a picture of how He would later spare us from His judgment 

through His shed blood.   

e.  He is the One who delivered them by crushing the heads of the false gods Egypt 

relied on, as He would later crush the head of the god of this world on the cross.   

f.  And He is the One who led them out of Egypt in the pillar of fire and cloud, and 

through the Red Sea, as He would later lead us through the wilderness of this world 

by His Word and Spirit.  

 

2.  We also saw how this was something new, something the Lord had not done before to 

advance the work of redemption (Deu. 4:32-34).   

a.  He had called His people apart in Abraham, to keep them separate as they lived 

among the peoples of the world.   

b.  But now He was calling them apart to begin their own nation that would remain 

separate until the coming of Christ.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we come to consider something else new the Lord did at that time:  He 

took Israel to be His peculiar and only possession.   

a.  Up until now, the worship of the true God had not been confined only to Jacob’s 

family.   

(i)  We see glimpses here and there of others who worshiped the true God.   

(ii)  Sometimes we might wonder whether this didn’t continue throughout the Old 

Testament times and into the New Covenant.   

(iii)  From what we see this morning, it appears that it didn’t.   

 

b.  At the time of the Exodus, the Lord made it clear that His work would be confined to 

Israel out of all the peoples of the earth.   

 

2.  This is what we’ll look at this morning under two points:   
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a.  First, that the Exodus appears to be the time when the Lord confined the true religion 

to Israel.   

b.  And second, that He did this to prepare the world for the coming of His Son, Jesus 

Christ.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that the redemption of the Israelites out of Egypt appears to be the 

time when the Lord confined the true religion to Israel.   

1.  At the time of the Exodus, God separated Israel to be His own people, while He rejected 

everyone else on the face of the earth.   

a.  We don’t know exactly when the apostasy of the Gentile nations became universal:  

it was a gradual thing.   

b.  In Abraham’s day, most had fallen away from the Lord, with a few exceptions.   

(i)  For instance, Melchizedek, one of the kings of Canaan, was a priest of God.   

(ii)  Job and his three friends/comforters – Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite 

and Zophar the Naamathite – all believed in the true God, as well as Elihu, the son 

of Barachel the Buzite, of the family of Ram.   

(a)  Uz, the land where Job lived, was likely named after Uz, the son of Nahor, 

Abraham’s brother (Gen. 22:21).    

(b)  Bildad the Shuhite was descended from Shuah, Abraham’s son from Keturah 

(Gen. 25:1-2).   

(c)  And Elihu the Buzite was the son of Buz, who was also the son of Nahor, 

Abraham’s brother.   

 

c.  We also mustn’t forget that Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, was the priest of Midian 

(Ex. 3:1).   

(i)  Midian was another of Abraham’s sons born to Keturah.   

(ii)  We should assume that the true religion was kept up in this line, because it’s 

unlikely that Moses would have married the daughter of a pagan priest or listened 

to his counsel.   

 

2.  The true religion was kept up for a while after Abraham, outside of Israel; but it didn’t 

continue indefinitely.   

a.  It’s quite likely that it was finally extinguished when the Lord called His people out 

of Egypt and made His covenant with them at Mount Sinai.   

b.  After this event, the Lord often reminded them that they were His people, out of all 

the peoples of the earth.   

(i)  “Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, 

‘Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel:  “You 

yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ 

wings, and brought you to Myself.  Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice 

and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the 

peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and 

a holy nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel’” 

(Ex. 19:3-6).   
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(ii)  In Deuteronomy 14:1-2, we read, “You are the sons of the LORD your God; you 

shall not cut yourselves nor shave your forehead for the sake of the dead.  For you 

are a holy people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has chosen you to be a 

people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the 

earth.”   

(iii)  And in 26:18-19, “The LORD has today declared you to be His people, a 

treasured possession, as He promised you, and that you should keep all His 

commandments; and that He will set you high above all nations which He has 

made, for praise, fame, and honor; and that you shall be a consecrated people to 

the LORD your God, as He has spoken.”   

(iv)  And finally in Psalm 135:1-4, the psalmist writes, “Praise the LORD!  Praise the 

name of the LORD; praise Him, O servants of the LORD, you who stand in the 

house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God!  Praise the LORD, for 

the LORD is good; sing praises to His name, for it is lovely.  For the LORD has 

chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own possession.”   

(v)  When the Lord called Israel out of Egypt, He rejected the rest of the nations, so 

that the light that was lingering there finally faded away.   

 

B.  Second, let’s consider why the Lord did this:  that He might prepare the world for the 

coming of His Son, Jesus Christ.   

1.  It was God’s will that the whole world, both Jews and Gentiles, should be given over to 

unbelief – to be without hope – so that His mercy and Christ’s salvation might be made 

more apparent.   

a.  Remember, the Lord often, if not exclusively, does His greatest works against the 

backdrop of the darkness of unbelief.   

(i)  He gave His promise of the coming Redeemer in the context of Adam and Eve’s 

sin and the consequent curse on all mankind and the creation.   

(ii)  He redeemed Noah and his family at a time when the whole world had turned 

away from Him.   

(iii)  He delivered His people from Egypt when Pharaoh was trying to keep them in 

subjection.   

(iv)  He sent Christ into the world at a time of apostasy in Israel, as can be seen by 

the decisions and actions of their ruling body and the people as a whole as they 

called out for Christ’s death.  That’s why in Matthew 4:12-16, we read, “Now 

when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into 

Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the 

sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.  This was to fulfill what was spoken 

through Isaiah the prophet:  The land of Zebulun and the land of Napthali, by the 

way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles – the people who were 

sitting in darkness saw a great light, and those who were sitting in the land and 

shadow of death, upon them a light dawned.”   

(v)  Pentecost, that great revival of the 1
st
 Century, took place just after the Jews had 

killed their Messiah, and the rulers were seeking to imprison Christ’s followers.   

(vi)  Later, He would bring about the Reformation when the church had been almost 

wholly swallowed up in idolatry.   
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(vii)  He brought the Great Awakening in England when it had fallen again into 

darkness after the remarkable time of the Puritans.   

(viii)  I think you get the idea.   

 

b.  Here, He redeemed His people from Egypt, but at the same time allowed the whole 

world to go into apostasy, so that when He brought His Son into the world, His 

salvation would be all the more conspicuous.   

(i)  God saved the Jews, but rejected the Gentiles and gave them over to their 

idolatrous hearts.   

(a)  This would continue until Christ came about 1500 years later.   

(b)  This was to show the world that man could not come to know God on his own 

or save himself.   

(c)  Paul writes, “For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom 

did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of 

the message preached to save those who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21).   

 

(ii)  But the Lord would also later reject the Jews for their unbelief in the light of so 

many privileges and turn to the Gentiles.   

(a)  Paul writes, “For just as you [Gentiles] once were disobedient to God, but 

now have been shown mercy because of their [Jews] disobedience, so these 

[Jews] also now have been disobedient, that because of the mercy shown to 

you [Gentiles] they [Jews] also may now be shown mercy.  For God has shut 

up all in disobedience so that He may show mercy to all.  Oh, the depth of the 

riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How unsearchable are His 

judgments and unfathomable His ways!  For who has known the mind of the 

Lord, or who has become His counselor?  Or who has first given to Him that it 

might be paid back to Him again?  For from Him and through Him and to Him 

are all things.  To Him be the glory forever. Amen” (Rom. 11:30-36).   

(b)  This doesn’t mean that He is finished with the Jews – He is still calling His 

elect out of that nation from generation to generation.   

(c)  But it does mean that He has turned to the nations now to gather in them in 

after so many years of allowing them to go the direction they wanted to go.  As 

Paul writes, “In the generations gone by He permitted all the nations to go their 

own ways; and yet He did not leave Himself without witness, in that He did 

good and gave you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfying your 

hearts with food and gladness” (Acts 17:16-17).   

 

2.  You might ask how the Lord could do this?  How could He reject the whole world and 

confine salvation only to one family?   

a.  If we assumed as many do today that the Lord loves everyone equally and desires 

that everyone be saved, and intends to give everyone the same chance to be saved, 

we wouldn’t be able to come up with a satisfactory answer, because of passages such 

as these that tell us the Lord withdrew His light from them.   

(i)  Of course, God was just in giving them over to their sins - He doesn't owe them 

salvation.   
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(ii)  But the same was true of Israel – they didn't deserve it either, but the Lord had 

mercy on them.   

 

b.  But when we remember, God didn’t create this world for the good of mankind, but 

for the revelation of His glory, it’s not that difficult to understand.   

(i)  God has the absolute right to do with His creatures what He wills.   

(ii)  For the glory of His mercy, He chose to save some from the mass of fallen 

humanity.   

(iii)  But for the glory of His justice, He decided to pass over others and to condemn 

them for their sins.   

(iv)  Now you might object that God has to treat everyone the same; but He doesn't 

have to.  He only owes us justice – what we deserve – He doesn't owe us mercy – 

this is something He sovereignly gives.    

(v)  Rather than objecting that God doesn't treat everyone equally, you should be 

thankful that He chose to glorify His mercy in you.   

 

c.  In closing, let me point out that the Gospel is available to all nations today, but it is 

still the treasured possession of Christ’s church.   

(i)  What an honor it is then to be a part of it and to be counted a member of it.   

(a)  You have the truth, your children have the truth.   

(b)  They have the means to be saved.   

 

(ii)  But how much more precious is it to be one who has embraced that truth and the 

salvation that is in Christ.   

(a)  Don't settle merely for being a member of the visible church.   

(b)  Let the light of His Word lead you to Christ, and through Christ to heaven.   

(c)  I especially encourage the children here this morning – trust in Christ.  Your 

membership here is a privilege, but it won’t save you.  Believe on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.  Amen.    


