
 

“You Have Revealed Your Wisdom to Babes” 
(Matthew 11:25-26) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  Jesus told us that from the time John began his preaching ministry there were two reactions 
on the part of the people, the only two reactions that there can be when the Gospel is preached:  there were 
some who received his word and set their hearts on obtaining the kingdom, and yet there were others who 
rejected his word and began criticizing the messengers.  You’ll remember that they wouldn’t accept what 
John had to say because he wasn’t in homes eating and drinking, and they rejected what Jesus had to say 
because He was in homes eating and drinking.  The Word of God always has these two effects:  it softens 
some, but hardens others.  Those who are softened by it respond by setting their hearts to seek God’s 
kingdom with even greater effort.  But those it hardens become more critical, not so much of the Word -- 
although this is what they really do not care for --, but of the messengers of the Word, because in their 
minds it is difficult, if not impossible, to separate the two.   
  But then Jesus went on to tell us what would happen to those who rejected His Word:  He said the 
more light they received and rejected, the more severe their punishment would be on the day of God’s 
judgment.  This was to remind us that, whenever we hear God’s Word, we must always make sure we 
receive it and put it into practice.  The Word is like very precious seed which the Lord sows by His 
messengers and His Spirit into the soil of the heart.  Those whose hearts are hard reject that precious seed 
and are judged more harshly for it because of its value.  But those whose hearts are softened by the Spirit’s 
work, receive that seed into their hearts, and bear fruit, some thirty, some sixty and some a hundredfold, 
depending on the blessing which the Lord bestows upon them.   
  But having seen the two responses which the Gospel produces, the question which arises next is, 
What made the difference?  Why did some receive the message of Jesus and John, and yet others reject it?  
Our Lord Jesus answers that question for us this morning in our text, where He tells us,  
 
  It pleases the Father to reveal His truth to some, while it also pleases Him to hide it from others.   
 
  Let’s consider first the truth that God is absolutely sovereign in bestowing mercy on whom He wills, 
and then let us consider how this truth should change the way we live.   
 
I.  First, Jesus tells us that God sovereignly chooses whom He will have mercy on and whom He will 

not.   
A.  Notice first of all that Jesus tells us who is behind this sovereign bestowal or withholding of mercy.  

It is the Father.  He says, “I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth.”   
1.  The Bible tells us that in the Godhead, there are three persons:  the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory.   
2.  But even though there is absolute equality in the Godhead, in the plan of salvation, it pleased the 

Son to submit Himself to the Father, and the Spirit to submit Himself to the Father and the Son.   
a.  They are still equal in every way, only now there is a voluntary subordination among the 

members of the Godhead, making differing levels of authority.   
b.  In this arrangement, there is also a reward promised to the Son.  The Father promised to give 

Him a people, an elect people, gathered from every tribe, tongue, kindred and nation; every 
man, woman and child who would ever believe in Him, all who would ever love Him.  The 
Father promised to give them all to Christ.  Christ was to come into the world to save them, 
and the Father would ensure that not one of them would be lost.   

c.  But understanding the nature of man -- that he comes into the world an enemy of God, hating 
God and everything that has to do with Him, and loving sin --, how could he ever love God’s 
Son?  The only way he could is if the Lord intervenes, if He gets involved.  And that is 
exactly what He did.   

 
B.  Notice second how He gets involved.  Jesus says here the Father sovereignly hides or reveals His 

truth to men, just as He wills.  He says, “Thou didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent 
and didst reveal them to babes.”   
1.  God is sovereign over where He sends His Word and where He does not.   



 

a.  God has willed that the Gospel reach into some countries, but not others.  He has willed that 
in those countries that it reach some cities, but not others.  And He has willed that in those 
cities that it reach some households, but not others.   

b.  God is in control of these things.  He sends His Word where He wants, and withholds it from 
where He wants.  In other words, He sovereignly reveals it or hides it.   

 
2.  But He is also sovereign over who receives it and who does not.   

a.  In those places where it goes, some accept it and some do not.  Some accept Christ as their 
Lord and Savior and others do not.  For this reason, households are often split by it, even as 
our Lord said would happen (Matt. 10:34-36).   

b.  This is because God hides His truth from some, while He reveals it to others.   
c.  Now does this mean that God puts blinders over their eyes so that they won’t understand what 

His Word means?  No.  God merely allows them to remain in the blindness in which they are 
by birth.  He doesn’t give them eyes to see or ears to hear.  But He does gives eyes and ears 
to those whom He wills to receive it.   

d.  Now is it fair for God to do this?  Yes.  He doesn’t owe us anything.  He is not bound to do 
this for anyone.  The only thing He is bound to do is to administer justice.  He cannot 
overlook sin and must punish it.  He is not bound to show mercy to any.  But the Bible tells 
us the wonderful truth that He also delights to show mercy.   

e.  But to whom does the Lord show mercy?  To whom does He reveal these truths, and from 
whom does He withhold them?   

 
C.  Notice third that Jesus says, “Thou didst hide these things from the wise and intelligent and didst 

reveal them to babes.”   
1.  He says that God hides His truth from the wise and intelligent.   

a.  He doesn’t mean here that He hides it from those who are really wise or intelligent, because if 
they were, they would receive the Gospel.  Rather, He hides it from those who think that they 
are wise and intelligent, those who are full of the world’s wisdom, who think they already 
know everything, who determine truth by their own standards, rather than God’s.   

b.  Those who are so intelligent that they think they really don’t need God, are really not 
intelligent at all.  They are full of pride, therefore God will resist them.  This is why God 
hides His truth from them.   

 
2.  But, He reveals His truth to those who are babes.   

a.  Again, He doesn’t mean here those who are literally babes, but those who see themselves as 
babes.  These are the ones who realize that they are not so wise or intelligent, who know that 
they are ignorant of many things.  These are the humble of the earth, who have been emptied 
of their pride.  Jesus says that God desired to reveal His truth to them, undoubtedly because it 
is this kind of person who will receive what He has to say.   

b.  But how did they become this way?  How were they brought down from the pride in which 
they were born and brought to a place where they would listen?  God had mercy on them.  
He is the One who humbles men by His grace, and then lifts them up again by that same 
grace to sit with princes and kings.   

c.  But why does God hide the truth from some and reveal it to others?   
 
D.  Jesus says it was because it pleased the Father to do so.  He says, “Yes, Father, for thus it was well-

pleasing in Thy sight” (v. 26).   
1.  God delights to show mercy, and He delights not to show it.   

a.  He delights to show mercy because it glorifies His love and grace.  That much we understand, 
and rejoice of course in the fact that He has shown mercy to us.   

b.  But why doesn’t God show mercy to all men and save them all?  The only answer the Bible 
gives us is that God also desired to reveal the glory of His justice and wrath.  He also delights 
to withhold His mercy, that He might pour out His wrath upon those who remain impenitent 
in their sins.   

c.  If there was no sin and no sinners to be judged, then we would know nothing of God’s justice.  
And in the same way, if God never exercised His justice, then we who are the objects of His 



 

mercy would never have seen what our sins deserved and what we have been saved from.   
d.  Jesus tells us that God delights to show mercy, and He delights to withhold it.   

 
2.  But He also tells us that when the Father does show mercy, He delights to show it to those who 

see their weakness and their need, rather than to those who believe that they are sufficient on 
their own.   
a.  Again, we are reminded that God hates pride.  He resists it.  It shouldn’t surprise us that God 

would withhold His mercy from those who think they really don’t need it.   
b.  Nor should it surprise us that God bestows His mercy on those who are humble, who realize 

that apart from His grace, they are lost forever.   
 
E.  Now lastly, how does Jesus respond to this doctrine that God sovereignly hides or reveals His truth 

according to His own good pleasure?  Does He think it’s a horrible doctrine that we should all hate 
and reject?  No.  Jesus sees this as something good, something that He should praise the Father for.  
He began by saying, “I praise Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide these 
things from the wise and intelligent and didst reveal them to babes.”   
1.  He praises the Father because this reveals His wisdom and His glory.  He praises Him because 

He sees that it is fitting that this gift of God’s truth should be given to those who see their need 
of it, rather than to those who think that they can get along without God.   

2.  He praises Him because in this act of choosing some to show mercy on and some not, He most 
clearly reveals His absolute sovereignty over His creatures.  It is one thing to decree that a 
mountain shall rise or fall, but it is another to decree that a man will be mercifully brought to 
heaven or punished forever in hell for his sins.   

3.  And He praises Him because these who are saved are His.  The Father has given them to Him as 
His reward, and He rejoices in them.   

 
II.  Having seen what Jesus teaches us here, let us now consider how these things apply to our lives.   

A.  First, if you are a Christian here this morning, whether young or old, man or woman, boy or girl, it 
is because the Father has decided to give you as a reward to His Son Jesus.   
1.  God gave His Son a people to save, and He came and really saved them.  If you are one of His 

children here this morning, this means that He has saved you.   
2.  And now having purchased us with the blood of His Son, the Father has also been pleased to give 

us to His Son Jesus.  This means that we belong to Him, and what Jesus has in His possession, 
nothing in heaven or earth will ever separate.  This also means that when we reach the end of our 
days, the Lord has prepared a place for us to go, a land which is filled with love and joy and 
peace, with nothing there to spoil our perfect enjoyment of His presence for the rest of time.   

3.  Our future is bright because it pleased the Father to give us as a gift to His Son.   
 

B.  Second, we should stop a minute and think about how much love and gratitude which we owe the 
Father.   
1.  God did not simply provide a way of escape for all men and then sit back to see who would take 

Him up on His offer.  If that were the case, then we could partly thank God and partly ourselves 
for receiving His offer.   

2.  The Bible says that we were completely unable to receive that gift, because of the hardness of 
our hearts and the blindness of our eyes.  We would have rejected it completely, if the Lord had 
not been pleased to reveal it to us by His Word and Spirit.   

3.  But the Father did reveal it to us.  He sent His Word and His Spirit to us so we could hear it.  He 
opened our eyes to see the beauty of His Son so that we would receive Him.  He has done far 
more for us that we can imagine.  Therefore, we should thank Him all the more.   

 
C.  Thirdly, if you are not a Christian here this morning, realize what this passage says must happen in 

your life before you can come to Christ.   
1.  The Lord tells us here that God reveals His truth to babes, but hides it from the wise and 

intelligent.  If you have not received God’s Son this morning, isn’t it because you think you are 
wiser than God?  So wise perhaps that you don’t think God exists, or if He does, that you will be 
found good enough for God to accept you into heaven on the last day?   



 

2.  If that is the case with you this morning, God says you must humble yourself as a child, or you 
will never enter into His kingdom.  You must see that you are naked apart from His 
righteousness.  You are blind apart from His light.  You must set aside your own wisdom and 
become a fool, so that God’s wisdom may dwell in you.    

3.  I would particularly warn our youth here this morning, who have been raised with this wisdom in 
your own homes.  There may come a time when you grow up, that you will be tempted to test 
what your parents taught you with what the world teaches.  You must beware.  The devil, the 
world, and your flesh will do all they can to lead you away from Christ.  But you must not listen 
to them.  Instead let God’s truth so penetrate your mind and heart now that when that temptation 
comes you will be able to overcome it and to stand with Christ.  God has given you His truth 
now, at an early age.  It is one of the greatest blessings which you could ever possess.  Don’t let 
anyone or anything ever take it away from you.  Hold onto it tight.  It is your life and salvation.   

 
D.  Lastly, if this doctrine of God’s sovereignty seems terrible to us, it really shouldn’t.  Jesus saw this 

teaching as a reason to give God praise, and if He did, so should we.   
1.  We must remember that it’s not that the unbeliever really doesn’t deserve God’s wrath, but that 

we really don’t deserve His mercy.   
a.  Sometimes we are tempted to think that people are better than they are, and that they really 

don’t deserve the punishment they will receive from God on that day, or that God somehow 
owes His mercy to everyone.   

b.  We mustn’t allow ourselves to be deceived.  God is not going to destroy His friends, but His 
enemies, those who rejected Him and His Son, those who would have nothing to do with 
Him, who preferred their sins rather than His service.  This is what any judge would do to 
any criminal, if they were to administer justice.  This shouldn’t offend us.   

 
2.  The hard thing to accept is how God could show mercy to us.   

a.  None of us here deserves His mercy.  All of us deserve His wrath.   
b.  But God has been pleased not to give us what we deserve, so that He might magnify His 

mercy, and to give us the blessings which we don’t deserve, to magnify His grace.  Far from 
thinking that this is terrible that God should do so, we should rejoice with Christ.  If we at all 
understand the depths of our sin this morning, we understand why we should.   

c.  Let us learn from this not to think less of God for not giving His mercy to all, but to think 
more of Him for giving His mercy to us.  Let this move us to love Him more and praise Him 
more, for He is worthy of all of our love and devotion from now even until the day of 
eternity.  Amen.   


