
“You Have Lied to God” 
(Acts 5:1-11)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Things were going well in the early church:   
a.  There was persecution – from the leaders of Israel:  Peter and John had been 

arrested, threatened, and then released.   
b.  But there was blessing:   

(i)  The Lord protected Peter and John:  He allowed the disciples to have 
favor with the people, so they couldn’t touch them.   

(ii)  The Lord was giving them boldness in their prayers:  they believed and 
applied the Scriptures to their circumstances.   

(iii)  The Lord was answering their prayers:   
(a)  He shook the place they were.   
(b)  Filled them with His Spirit.   
(c)  Granted them power in their preaching and witness.   
 

(iv)  There was evidence that the Spirit was working in each of them:   
(a)  They were of one heart and soul – their one purpose was to advance 

the kingdom.   
(b)  They were sharing their possession with the needy among them.   
(c)  So great was their love they had all things in common.   
 

2.  The situation, at least on the surface, appeared to be ideal.   
a.  Can you imagine a more God-honoring situation than this?   
b.  This is what Jesus came to bring:  that they might all be one, even as He and 

His Father are one (John 17).   
c.  This is what we are to be striving after in our lives:   

(i)  In our prayers.   
(ii)  In our worship.   
(iii)  In our giving.   
(iv)  In our witness.   
(v)  In our striving against our sins.   
(vi)  We are to make our situation here as close to heaven as possible.   
(vii)  The ideal is to become as much like what the Lord wants us to be as 

possible, so that when we finally enter into heaven, there won’t need to be 
that great a change.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But though things appeared to be ideal on the surface, we discover that it wasn’t 
necessarily so.   
a.  There will always be tares among the wheat and goats among the sheep.   
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b.  The visible church is never absolutely pure:  there will always be hypocrites 
among her ranks.   

c.  This is what we discover this morning:   
(i)  The disciples were literally doing what Christ had told the Rich Young 

Ruler – selling all their possessions, giving to the poor, and following 
Him.   

(ii)  But not all were doing this:  there were some whose possessions 
possessed them; who desired both that others would applaud them for their 
piety, and that they might secretly nurse their sins.   

(iii)  We see an example of this in Ananias and Sapphira, who remind us that 
even though things look good on the outside, there can still be corruption 
on the inside.   

(iv)  We’re also reminded this morning that the signs and wonders that were 
being performed are not always signs of mercy:  they can also be signs of 
judgment.   

 
2.  We’ll want to look at three things from our text:   

a.  The sin of Ananias and Sapphira.   
b.  The arraignment of Ananias and Sapphira.   
c.  And the death of Ananias and Sapphira.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider the sin of Ananias and Sapphira.   
1.  Luke writes that a man named Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, were among 

those who sold land to provide for the needs of the disciples (v. 1).   
a.  They were following the example of the others, like Barnabas, whom we saw 

in chapter 4.   
b.  But unlike Barnabas and the others, they didn’t give the entire amount:  they 

held back a part for themselves (v. 2).   
 

2.  Now what was wrong with this?   
a.  First, they weren’t under obligation to sell the land:  while it remained 

unsold, it was theirs to do with as they pleased.   
b.  If they had sold it with the intent of keeping the money, that would have been 

alright as well, as long as the needs of the body were being met.   
c.  But they sold it, pledging to give the whole of the amount to meet the needs 

of the church, but purposely held part of it back.   
d.  In others words, they conspired together to deceive the apostles and brethren.   

(i)  They not only wanted the others to think they were Christians, but 
extraordinary Christians, like Barnabas, the Son of Encouragement:  they 
didn’t want to be outdone.   

(ii)  At the same time, they weren’t willing to pay the price for this superior 
act of piety:  they couldn’t let go of the money – it stuck to their hands.   

(iii)  This was really a heart issue:  there wasn’t anything wrong with their 
hands:  their heart wouldn’t allow them to let the money go.   
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(iv)  This is the way it is with every unbeliever/hypocrite:  they want to 
appear godly on the outside, but their motive, their reason for doing it, is 
always sinful.   

(v)  At least the rich young ruler admitted to himself, to Jesus and the crowd 
that he couldn’t let go of his riches.   

(vi)  Ananias and Sapphira didn’t want to admit it:  they wanted the 
recognition of being generous, but also wanted to keep part for 
themselves.   

(vii)  They were covetous – they thought they could serve God and mammon 
(Matt. 6:24).   

(viii)  But they would find they could only serve mammon/wealth.   
 
B.  Second, let’s consider the arraignment of Ananias and Sapphira:  their sin was 

exposed.   
1.  Ananias expected to receive a commendation – this is what he was looking for – 

but he received condemnation instead:   
a.  Ananias thought that he and his wife were the only ones who knew about 

this, but Peter knew what he was doing:  “Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan 
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of 
the land?’” (v. 3).   
(i)  He knew the plan that Ananias had conceived.   
(ii)  He knew that he was being deceptive.   

 
b.  Peter also knew why they had done this:  for the applause of men.  “While it 

remained unsold, did it not remain your own?  And after it was sold, was it 
not under your control?  Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your 
heart?” (v. 4).   
(i)  They didn’t have to sell it.   
(ii)  Having sold it, they didn’t have to pledge it all.   
(iii)  But they did sell it, pledge it, but didn’t give it all.   
(iv)  We’ve already seen why:   

(a)  They wanted others to think more highly of them (pride).   
(b)  But they didn’t want to give all that it was worth (greed).   

 
c.  Finally, Peter knew ultimately who was behind this:  Satan.   

(i)  Satan had tempted them.   
(ii)  Satan had filled their heart – they were under his control.   
(iii)  But Peter also knew – perhaps from his own experience – that though 

this had come through the temptation of Satan, Ananias was still 
responsible for it.   

 
d.  Now how did Peter know all these things?   

(i)  Only by the Holy Spirit.   
(ii)  What was hidden from Peter was not hidden from God.   
(iii)  He knows all things – the end from the beginning – from all eternity, 

before Ananias and Sapphira ever existed.   
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2.  And this brings us to the One they really sinned against:  the Holy Spirit.  Peter 

said, “You have not lied to men but to God” (v. 4).   
a.  Ananias laid the money at the feet of Peter, but it was the Spirit he was lying 

to:   
(i)  Certainly, he wanted everyone to believe that he sold the land under the 

Spirit’s influence.   
(ii)  But in laying the money at the feet of the apostles, he was lying to the 

Spirit.   
(a)  Ananias wasn’t giving the money to Peter, but to God.   
(b)  And in trying to deceive Peter, he was actually trying to deceive God.   
(c)  Apparently, Ananias didn’t realize that God can’t be deceived.   
 

(iii)  Notice too in this passage that in lying to the Spirit, they had lied to 
God.   
(a)  The Holy Spirit is a person and He is God.   
(b)  This is one of the clearest passages that shows us this.   
 

b.  But notice again how serious their sin was:   
(i)  Satan had filled his heart:  he was under Satan’s control.   
(ii)  Through Satan’s influence, Ananias conceived this plan.   
(iii)  If this had been a temporary lapse, Peter would have called him to 

repent, to confess his sin, to go and get the money and make restitution.   
(iv)  But he didn’t:  Peter knew that he had done this with his full heart.   
(v)  This is perhaps why Ananias wasn’t given the opportunity to defend 

himself or repent.   
 
C.  Finally, let’s consider the death of Ananias and Sapphira:  There was no trial, no 

examination – only a charge and an execution.   
1.  When the indictment came, immediately, without being given the chance to 

respond, Ananias was struck dead:   
a.  “And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and 

great fear came over all who heard of it.  The young men got up and covered 
him up, and after carrying him out, they buried him” (v. 5-6).   

b.  The same thing happened a little later to Sapphira:   
(i)  “Now there elapsed an interval of about three hours, and his wife came in, 

not knowing what had happened.  And Peter responded to her, ‘Tell me 
whether you sold the land for such and such a price?’  And she said, ‘Yes, 
that was the price.’  Then Peter said to her, ‘Why is it that you have agreed 
together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test?  Behold, the feet of those 
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out 
as well.’  And immediately she fell at his feet and breathed her last, and 
the young men came in and found her dead, and they carried her out and 
buried her beside her husband” (vv. 7-10).   

(ii)  In just about the amount of time it took to bury Ananias, the young men 
arrived just in time to take Sapphira out and bury her as well.   
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(iii)  She apparently didn’t know what had happened to her husband.   
(iv)  When questioned, she said the same thing, committing the same sin, and 

suffered the same consequences for it.   
(v)  As Adam and Eve both sinned and were cast out of Paradise, Ananias 

and Sapphira both lied to God and were ushered out of this world, almost 
undoubtedly into hell.   

 
c.  They both were like the man expelled from the wedding feast because he had 

no wedding clothes:  he was speechless and immediately removed.   
d.  This wasn’t the first time the Lord executed immediate judgment on one of 

His creatures:   
(i)  He judged the whole world in Noah’s time (Gen. 6-8).   
(ii)  He required the death of the man who broke His Sabbath by picking up 

sticks on that holy day (Num. 15).   
(iii)  He ordered the death of several thousand in connection with the sin of 

the golden calf (Ex. 32).   
(iv)  Korah, Dathan, Abiram, On, and their families were destroyed when 

they tried to intrude into the priestly office (Num. 16).   
(v)  Nadab and Abihu died when they offered strange fire before the Lord 

(Lev. 10).   
(vi)  Achan and his whole household died when he stole some of the things 

under the ban from Jericho (Josh. 7).   
(vii)  The Lord would later bring judgment on the Jews for their execution of 

His Son (Matt. 21, 24).   
 

e.  God may justly execute any of His creatures at any time for their sins.   
(i)  Outside of Christ, all deserve to die:   

(a)  “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23).   
(b)  “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).   
 

(ii)  God is so merciful most of the time that we are often shocked when He 
executes judgment, but we shouldn’t be.   

(iii)  Swift judgment, as we see here, actually helps promote the cause of 
righteousness by deterring others from doing the same.   

 
2.  That’s exactly what we see happening next:  “And great fear came over the 

whole church, and over all who heard of these things” (v. 11).  This is what 
should result from God’s judgment:  fear.   
a.  Those in the church were afraid:   

(i)  I doubt if anyone else tried to do what Ananias and Sapphira had done.   
(ii)  Solomon tells us, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom” 

(Prov. 9:10).   
 

b.  Those outside the church were also afraid:  this was a part of God’s 
protection of His people.   
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(i)  What happened to “God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your 
life?”   

(ii)  This only applies to those who fear the Lord and turn from evil.   
(iii)  To those who don’t and who won’t, God is holy and will bring judgment 

on the wicked.   
 

3.  In closing, here are a few more applications:   
a.  This example of judgment on Ananias and Sapphira first warns us against 

pride:   
(i)  We should never mislead others regarding our gifts or our works, as 

though they are greater than they are.   
(ii)  If we do, we’re doing the same thing Ananias and Sapphira did and are 

condemned by their example.   
 

b.  Second, it warns us against the sin of covetousness:   
(i)  We must not let our possessions possess us; we must possess them for 

God’s glory.   
(ii)  And when we give, we must give with a whole heart:   

(a)  We are to be cheerful givers, give to God what belongs to Him and not 
hold anything back from Him in our hearts.   

(b)  God wants our hearts to be whole/perfect in our giving.   
 

c.  Third, we must guard our hearts – make sure that God has possession of it 
and not Satan, not our sin.   
(i)  We all carry with us the same nature as Ananias and Sapphira:  it’s called 

sin/indwelling corruption.   
(ii)  We will all be tempted to do the same thing they did and more.   
(iii)  But, by God’s grace, we must resist temptation, confess and repent of 

our sins daily, and look to Christ.   
(iv)  Jesus not only took our punishment on Himself to save us from hell – if 

we are believers this morning – He has also provided us with His Holy 
Spirit to help us put our sins to death and put on righteousness.   

(v)  By His grace, let’s do so.   
 

d.  Finally, if you don’t know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, I would 
invite you now to call upon Him, trust Him and receive Him, to turn from 
your sins and embrace Christ.  It’s the only way you will escape the sentence 
that fell on Ananias and Sapphira.  Amen.   


