
“You Have Come to Mount Zion” 
(Hebrews 12:18-24) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Review.   

1.  Last week, we saw the good things that come through justification, adoption and 
sanctification.   

2.  It basically works like this:   
a.  Justification brings adoption and sanctification.   
b.  Sanctification – growing in love with God – assures us of our justification.   
c.  If we know we have been justified, we know we have also been adopted.   
d.  If we have been justified and adopted, then we know that God loves us.   
e.  So then, loving God shows us that God loves us.   
f.  As John puts it, “We love because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19).   
g.  Knowing God loves us and has saved us also gives us peace of conscience – 

we have escaped God’s wrath.   
h.  It also gives us joy:  both by having the Spirit’s work in us and knowing we 

will be with the Lord in heaven when we die.   
i.  His Word assures us that if He loves us, He will continue to give us more 

grace, so that we can love Him more and more.   
j.  And it assures us we will persevere to the end, because He won’t let us go.   
k.  These are the blessings of redemption that we enjoy in this life.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But there are also blessings when we come to die.   
2.  The Bible tells us that when we die:   

a.  Our souls are finally freed from sin and immediately enter into heaven.   
b.  And we don’t lose our bodies, but since they are still in union with Christ, He 

keeps them until He raises them again.   
c.  These are the things we’re going to look at this evening.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, when we die, our souls are immediately, completely and finally made perfect 
in holiness and enter into heaven.   
1.  The struggle with sin finally ends, and we become perfect.   

a.  In our passage, the author to the Hebrews describes what the Old Covenant 
was like:   
(i)  There was a mountain that couldn’t be touched on pain of death.   
(ii)  There was a revelation of God’s holy wrath:  fire, darkness, gloom and 

whirlwind; the blast of the trumpet of judgment and the thundering sound of 
His voice.  Even Moses trembled in fear.   

(iii)  The Covenant of Law was one of condemnation – it was meant to show 
us how far short.   

(iv)  Mount Sinai was a revelation of His judgment.   
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(v)  Believers during that time were saved through the Covenant of Grace, 
promised to Abraham and pictured by the priesthood and many sacrifices.   

(vi)  But those sacrifices couldn’t make those who offered them perfect.   
(vii)  Only what they pointed to could.   
 

b.  What they pointed to were Christ and the blessings of the New Covenant.   
(i)  To a mountain which not only can be touched, but lived on.   
(ii)  To the holy city of the living God, heavenly Jerusalem.   
(iii)  To thousands and thousands of angels – the ministering spirits sent out to 

help God’s people.   
(iv)  To the assembly of the saints, the church of Jesus Christ, the citizens of 

the heavenly city.   
(v)  To God, the Judge of all and the Father of His people.   
(vi)  To the spirits of righteous men made perfect.   
(vii)  And to Jesus, the mediator of the New Covenant, and to His cleansing 

blood that washes away all sin.   
(viii)  See what a difference Christ has made in the face God reveals to us.   
 

c.  Now John Wesley believed in perfectionism.   
(i)  He believed that through a second blessing – the baptism of the Spirit – our 

souls could be perfect here.   
(ii)  Others in the Wesleyan and Nazarene tradition and some branches of the 

Pentecostal church believe this today.   
 

d.  But the Bible says this blessing is reserved for when we die.   
(i)  This gives us something to look forward to at death.   
(ii)  There will be no more temptation.   
(iii)  There will be no more sinful thoughts or desires.   
(iv)  There won’t be any more guilt or sorrow for our sin.   
(v)  Nothing but a perfect love for God, for Christ, for the saints and angels.   
(vi)  That is something to look towards to give us strength while we’re here.   
(vii)  One day, we will be perfect.   

 
2.  But there is more:  our souls will not only be made perfect, they will be 

immediately lifted up to heaven, where they will enter into glory to behold the 
Father and the Son.   
a.  Paul writes to the church at Corinth, “Therefore, being always of good 

courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent 
from the Lord – for we walk by faith, not by sight – we are of good courage, I 
say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the 
Lord” (2 Cor. 5:6-8).  To be absent from the body is to be at home with the 
Lord.   

b.  Remember what He wrote to the Philippians, “For to me, to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain.  But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor 
for me; and I do not know which to choose.  But I am hard-pressed from both 
directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much 
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better” (1:21-23).  If he lives, he can continue to bear good fruit for Christ’s 
glory.  But if he dies, he will be with Christ, which is very much better!   

c.  Jesus told the thief on the cross, when he believed in Him, “Truly I say to you, 
today you shall be with Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).   
(i)  Jesus didn’t mean that the thief would be with Him in a compartment in 

hell.   
(ii)  He meant that he would be with Him as He was going to the Father.   
(iii)  Jesus cried out on the cross, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit” 

(v. 46).   
 

d.  And that’s where our souls will go when we die.   
(i)  After we are made perfect, we will immediately enter into heaven.   
(ii)  There won’t be any soul sleep, as Seventh Day Adventists believe.   
(iii)  As Jonathan Edwards put it, we will immediately be immersed in an 

ocean of love.   
(iv)  We will be ravished by the sight of God and His Christ.   
(v)  We will be filled with the Spirit of holiness.   
(vi)  We will be refreshed in the presence of the saints and angels.   
(vii)  There will be no more pain or sorrow or struggles or tears.   
(viii)  There will only be perfect happiness and joy forever.   

 
B.  But even though only our souls go to heaven, that doesn’t mean our bodies are left 

behind forever.   
1.  When the Lord redeems, He redeems the whole man.   

a.  All things will be made new again, even our bodies.   
b.  In Christ, the whole Creation, as we’ve seen, has been redeemed and will be 

redeemed.   
c.  Our souls are part of the New Creation now, even though they’re still 

imperfect.   
d.  Our bodies are a part of it now in principle, but they will still die because of 

the sin that works in them.    
 

2.  But remember, when the Lord united us to Himself by His Spirit, He united the 
whole man.   
a.  When our souls are separated from our bodies, when our bodies are laid in 

their graves, they will still be in Christ’s care, because they are a part of Him.   
b.  And when He comes again, He will raise them to life.   

(i)  Paul writes to the Thessalonian church, “For this we say to you by the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, 
shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  Then we who are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thes. 
4:15-17).   
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(ii)  This was the hope of the OT saints as well.  Job said, “Even after my skin 
is destroyed, yet from my flesh I shall see God; whom I myself shall 
behold, and whom my eyes shall see and not another” (Job 19:26-27).   

 
c.  Our bodies are important to the Lord.  He is coming again to raise them, to 

reunite us to them and then to take us to Himself forever.   
 
III.  Application.   

A.  Christ has redeemed our soul and body.  He has taken care of all our needs, so we 
need not be concerned for anything.   
1.  You might call this the ultimate health plan:  it includes not only our bodies, but 

also our souls.   
2.  Jesus Christ has conquered death for us through His resurrection.  He has 

removed the sting of death.   
 

B.  Death is now our doorway to heaven.   
1.  If this is true, why are we afraid of it?   
2.  Perhaps it’s because we don’t fully believe what God says about it.  If not, we 

need to learn to trust God and His Word.   
3.  Or it could be we’re afraid of the unknown.  But let’s learn not to fear it.  God has 

delivered us from the sting of death and turned it into our greatest friend.   
4.  Or perhaps it’s because we’re not sure that we’re going to inherit eternal life.  If 

that’s the case, then you need to turn to Christ in faith.   
5.  Jesus has turned death into our friend:  it will initiate our full transformation into 

the likeness of Christ.   
6.  With the fear of death removed, we can serve God with confidence.  Amen.   


