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Wrong reactions to God's chastisement 
Purpose: to show the dangers of a backslidden condition & of a wrong reaction 
to God's chastisement.  To show that God is always gracious to receive those 
who will return to Him. 

1. Introduction 
For every believer, periods of sin and wandering from God. 
not unlikely that this is true of someone here today 
a time when God seems remote 
your Bible readings are a matter of form – He doesn’t speak 
you are not knowing answers to prayer 
in fact, your prayer life is a very feeble affair, if at all 
you do not sense God's presence with you, 
your soul is a dry and barren place 
can last quite some time. 
 
Sense of barrenness is a chastisement from God 
He wants to have you back 
How are you going to respond? Either now or in the future? 
There are dangers & temptations at such times, 
a wrong reaction can have serious consequences 
Scripture gives very clear warnings 
We will consider one such warning in Ruth 1:1-5 
Draw out principles and apply them to ourselves. 

2. Your sin will lead to spiritual famine 

2.1. Israelites 
A famine in the period of the judges – vs1 
Likely that famine caused by Midianites in the time of Gideon 
Sent by God - people had turned from Him: 

Judges 6:1-10 
 
Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for 

seven years he gave them into the hands of the Midianites. 
2 

Because the 
power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for 
themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds. 

3 
Whenever the 

Israelites planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern 

peoples invaded the country. 
4 

They camped on the land and ruined the 
crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel, neither 
sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. 

Outward picture of their inward spiritual condition 
Designed to turn them back to Him 

2.2. Believers 
The same applies to believers today - Can turn away from God 
Will know spiritual famine in their hearts - barrenness 
Sent by God to draw them back to Himself 
But causes spiritual weakness – as physical famine weakens body 

3. Spiritual famine will make you weak 

3.1. Elimelech 
Had become inattentive to God's Word  
God's promises to His people dismissed 

Leviticus 26:3-13 
3 

" 'If you follow my decrees and are careful to obey 
my commands, 

4 
I will send you rain in its season, and the ground will yield 

its crops and the trees of the field their fruit. 
5 

Your threshing will continue 
until grape harvest and the grape harvest will continue until planting, and you 
will eat all the food you want and live in safety in your land. 

6 
" 'I will grant 

peace in the land, and you will lie down and no-one will make you afraid. I will 
remove savage beasts from the land, and the sword will not pass through 
your country. 

7 
You will pursue your enemies, and they will fall by the sword 

before you. 
8 

Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will 
chase ten thousand, and your enemies will fall by the sword before you. 

9 
" 'I 

will look on you with favour and make you fruitful and increase your numbers, 
and I will keep my covenant with you. 

10 
You will still be eating last year's 

harvest when you will have to move it out to make room for the new. 
11 

I will 
put my dwelling-place among you, and I will not abhor you. 

12 
I will walk 

among you and be your God, and you will be my people. 
13 

I am the LORD 
your God, who brought you out of Egypt so that you would no longer be 
slaves to the Egyptians; I broke the bars of your yoke and enabled you to walk 
with heads held high. (NIV) 

Bible history ignored or forgotten 
• Abraham - Egypt - sin during famine 
• Isaac tried but God stopped Him in Philistia – stilled sinned 
Bible warnings overlooked  
Defeat & famine in the land flowing with milk and honey! 
Clear sign of God's judgement 

Leviticus 26:14-20 
14 

" 'But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these 
commands, 

15 
and if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to 

carry out all my commands and so violate my covenant, 
16 

then I will do this 
to you: I will bring upon you sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that 
will destroy your sight and drain away your life. You will plant seed in vain, 
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because your enemies will eat it. 
17 

I will set my face against you so that you 
will be defeated by your enemies; those who hate you will rule over you, and 
you will flee even when no-one is pursuing you. 

18 
" 'If after all this you will 

not listen to me, I will punish you for your sins seven times over. 
19 

I will 
break down your stubborn pride and make the sky above you like iron and the 
ground beneath you like bronze. 

20 
Your strength will be spent in vain, 

because your soil will not yield its crops, nor will the trees of the land yield 
their fruit. (NIV) 

Elimielech doesn’t read the signs of the times 
Unaware or deliberately ignorant – SHOULD HAVE KNOWN 
Therefore, overall harder for him to make an appropriate response. 
Overall, more likely to fall into temptation through weakness 

3.2. Believers: 
Spiritual famine makes us weak, just as physical famine 
If we break off from God’s Word and prayer, how will we fare? 
Will we do any better than Elimelech? 
IS THIS YOU?  ARE YOU STARTING DOWN THIS PATH? 

4. You will be tempted in times of spiritual famine 

4.1. Elimelech 
Things looked better in Moab - they had food! 
He was no longer content with what the Lord had given 
Surely He doesn’t want me to stay here when there’s food there? 
Others remained and survived the famine 
Why was it essential for Elimelech to go? 
Easy solution to the problem - only 50 miles across Dead Sea 
Only for a short while – till things get a bit better 
Hard to serve the Lord where He has placed us at the moment 
Easier to go to Moab than humbling and repentance 

4.2. Believers 
Things begin to look better (or not so bad) in. the world 
They have a good time!  I’m having a miserable time! 
No longer content with what the Lord has given 
We begin to see easy solutions to our problems there 
Persuade ourselves it's only temporary 
It's just too hard at the moment but it will get better 
Things are always just about to get better – then we will return 

Humbling & repentance to return to God is costly 
Are you knowing this temptation at present? 

5. Don't respond wrongly to spiritual famine 

5.1. Elimelech 
Gave in to temptation & went to Moab to fill his stomach 
Moab which had attempted to curse Israel (Balaam) 
Moab which recently subjected Israelites 

Judges 3:12-14 
12 

Once again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, 
and because they did this evil the LORD gave Eglon king of Moab power over 
Israel. 

13 
Getting the Ammonites and Amalekites to join him, Eglon came and 

attacked Israel, and they took possession of the City of Palms. 
14 

The 
Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab for eighteen years. (NIV) 

Moab's god Chemosh, appeased with human sacrifice 
Clearly the enemies of God! 
Moved away from God's presence & His people & inheritance 
led by distrust rather than imminent want - "went out full" - vs 21 
led by sight rather than by faith 
led by discontent rather than by duty 

5.2. Believers 
can do the same thing – go to the world to satisfy the flesh 
make a treaty with the world - God's enemies - THINK! 
Friendship with the world is enmity towards God 
move away from God & His people;  Make a home in the world 
sure sign - stop coming to prayer meetings, then twice on Sunday 
Get into a habit of not meeting together – it’s too hard 

Hebrews 10:25 
25 

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the 
habit of doing, but let us encourage one another -- and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching. (NIV) 

Will blame tiredness or something else – not us!  IS THIS YOU? 
 

6. The ultimate consequences of backsliding 

6.1. Elimelech 
Lost his testimony - what could he tell Moabites? 
The short stay becomes a long one - over 10 years (vs 4). 
"shame" of going back or evidence of contentment? 
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after his death, his sons intermarry with Moabites (vs 4) 
Israel close, could have gone for wives 
Moabite women attractive 
Intermarriage unwise if not unlawful - these were God's enemies! 
Had not given up their gods – certainly not Orpah. 
He and his sons die (vs 3,5) 
little doubt that deaths were hastened by their sin. 
He that would save his life will lose it. 
Escaped famine in Israel; died with plenty in Moab 
buried in a foreign land miles from inheritance 

6.2. Believers 
Lose our testimony - "I thought you were a Christian?" 
Short term action becomes way of life 
"shame" of going back - admission of wrong 
Drawn more & more into the world – LOT & Sodom 
attractive to us - form alliances with it. 
Truce with Satan - certain sins OK 
Were we ever believers at all?  End up miles from inheritance 
 
This is the warning – but jump on in the story for encouragement- 

7. God receives the repentant backslider 

7.1. Naomi 
Finally comes to her senses 
How fixed in Moab! 3 deaths to move back to Israel. 
Full restoration to God's people - restored inheritance. 
A glorious part in the purposes of God - DAVID! 
 
 

7.2. Believers 
Think of prodigal son 
He will restore fully all who repent & come to Him 
He has a glorious purpose for all His people 
What a gracious God we have! 

8. Conclusions 

8.1. Solemn warning 
What condition are you in today? 

8.1.1. Are you walking with the Lord? 
take this message to heart, because trials will come 
don't make the wrong response when they do 

8.1.2. Are you knowing God' s chastisement? 
how will you react - 
pack your bags and head for the world? 
think about Elimelech - think about others who did the same - Lot 
heed this warning and return to the Lord.  That's what He wants! 

8.1.3. Are you already in Moab? 
what will you do now? 
you are not happy in church or world 
look what happened to Elimelech 
what will bring you to your senses? 

8.1.4. Are you a believer at all? 
Know nothing of these struggles? 
Strong man keeps his goods in peace 
You need to wake up because your plight is far worse! 

8.2. A great encouragement 
God can take our weaknesses and frailty and be glorified in them. 
God has not changed!   
He is ready to be MORE gracious to us than He was to Naomi. 
He has a glorious part for us to play in His purposes 
Whatever our condition, let’s turn to Him 
Seek to live in world without being of the world 
Know the joy of His salvation & bring glory to His name. 


