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 Reference: VARIOUS 
 

 Church: GRACE Date: 10/01/00 

Worship - Introduction 
 
Purpose: To begin to open up the subject.  To consider what worship is and why 
we are called to worship God. 
 

1. Introduction 
Beginning a new 5 part series on the subject of worship. 
We are approaching reformation Sunday 
Anniversary of the commencement of the Protestant Reformation 
Luther nailed his 95 theses on the door of the church in 
Wittemburg,  October 31, 1517 
Set in motion a movement that profoundly changed history 
Exposed the corruption in life and doctrine of the Roman Church 
Returned to a pure and simple Christian Faith 
Founded upon the teachings of the Bible 
Not admixed with writings of other people 
Not mixed with traditions of the Church 
Sola Scriptura – Scripture only 
 
Last year we looked at some of the distinctive teachings that were 
rediscovered at that time: 
Total depravity, Unconditional Election, Limited Atonement 
Irresistible Grace, Perseverence of the Saints 
Can hear that series at the Church’s web site 
 
Not surprising that these teachings also revolutionized church life 
Will look this year at how the worship of the church was changed 
How did churches worship God when the Bible was their guide? 
Critical subject today 
Much of what characterized worship of Roman Church entering  
Will be looking at questions like this: 
What is worship? 
Who should be  worshipped? 

Who is able to worship? 
Why should we worship? 
Where should God be worshipped? 
How shall we worship? 
What should characterize true worship? 
When shall we worship? 

2. What is worship? 
Need to start here at the beginning of the study 
We have workshops on it, seminars on it 
We have worship leaders, worship coordinators 
But what is it? 
“Easy –singing, praying, preaching, dancing, reading to the Lord”
Actually, this is wrong.  Worship is none of these things. 
This is where we have gone wrong today 
Some of these things might be means by which we can worship 
But in and of themselves they are not worship 
This is a big difference, not just playing with words 
So what is worship? 
bow, bow down, obeisance, reverence, fall down, stoop, crouch, to 
kiss the hand to (towards) one, in token of reverence.  Among the 
Orientals, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the 
forehead as an expression of profound reverence. In the NT by 
kneeling or prostration to do homage (to one) or make obeisance, 
whether in order to express respect or to make supplication 
Worth-ship 
Worship then is to ascribe worth to God  
To reverence Him, To fear Him, respect Him  
To do obeisance to Him, To bow down before Him 
Anything in a church without this character not worship 

3. Who is to be worshipped? 

3.1. Not physical created things 
Exodus 20:4-5 You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of 
what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the 
earth.  5 You shall not worship them or serve them…  

We are not to worship the sun, moon or stars 
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Not animals or rocks or mountains 
Not trees or flowers or insects 

3.2. Not men 
Acts 10:23-26… . on the next day he [Peter] got up and went away with 
them, and some of the brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 24 On the 
following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was waiting for them 
and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 When Peter 
entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet and worshiped him. 26 But 
Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am just a man.” 

Bible never elevates men to be worshipped – except Christ 
Even the Apostle Peter refuses the worship of men 
Before the Reformation, it was different 
Men were put forward to be worshipped 
The man who claimed to be Peter’s successor gladly received the 
homage of men, which Peter himself rejected  
Other men and women put forward to be venerated – Mary, saints 
Reformation restored true worship of God alone 
Today – mega-personalities, “stars” in the church 
Even reformed evangelicals  - “Al Martin’s church… ” 

3.3. Not angels 
Revelation 22:8-9 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. 
And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel 
who showed me these things.  9 But he *said to me, “Do not do that. I am 
a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those 
who heed the words of this book. Worship God.” 

No angelic being, no matter how awesome 
No matter how majestic and mighty 
No created being is to be worshipped 

3.4. Not False Gods 
Deuteronomy 8:19 It shall come about if you ever forget the Lord your 
God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them, I testify 
against you today that you will surely perish. 

Pre-reformation, spiritual darkness and superstition abounded 
The God of the Bible was not worshipped 
The Bible was suppressed. 
The reformation restored the Bible and the God of the Bible 
He was the center of the worship once again 
Not much danger of this today  Yes there is! 

Scriptures are again set on one side 
Whole churches pay attention to anecdotes and fanciful tales 
The God of the Bible is missing 
We have all manner of gods which have taken His place 
Prosperity, Health, Self 

3.5. Worship The One True God Alone 
Only the One True God is to be worshipped as we have described  

Exodus 20:3-6 You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 You shall not 
make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 You shall not worship 
them or serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting 
the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth 
generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing lovingkindness to 
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 

We are not to set up anything or anyone in His place 

4. Why should we worship God? 

4.1. Not because it feels good to us 
Worship pre-reformation was a matter of the outward 
Rituals, superstitions, costumes, incense and idols 
Appeal to fallen man 
Attending worship was done for personal motives 
It was a work that counted towards salvation 
Reformation changed this – simplicity – inward religion 
Resulted from salvation, not done to earn it 
Today – worship is again done for our benefit 
Worship is glitzy, entertaining, an outward show 
It appeals to fallen man 
The focus is me and my needs – they are what should be catered to 
 “I didn’t get much out of that” 

4.2. Because He is a jealous God 
Deuteronomy 6:13 You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you shall 
worship Him and swear by His name. 
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4.3. Because He is The Creator God 
Revelation 4:11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory 
and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will 
they existed, and were created.”  

4.4. Because He is worthy 
Isaiah 6:1-4 In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a 
throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple. 
2 Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered 
his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 
3 And one called out to another and said,  
“Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts,  
The whole earth is full of His glory.”  
4 And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who 
called out, while the temple was filling with smoke. 

4.5. Because He has Commanded it 
Deuteronomy 6:13-15 You shall fear only the Lord your God; and you 
shall worship Him and swear by His name.  14 You shall not follow other 
gods, any of the gods of the peoples who surround you, 15 for the Lord 
your God in the midst of you is a jealous God; otherwise the anger of the 
Lord your God will be kindled against you, and He will wipe you off the 
face of the earth. 

5. Who may worship? 
Is worship a casual thing? 
May anyone come before God to worship? 
Will God receive anyone into His presence? 

5.1. Not the wicked 
Only those who are clean may enter His presence 

Genesis 4:4-5 Abel, on his part also brought of the firstlings of his flock 
and of their fat portions. And the Lord had regard for Abel and for his 
offering; 5 but for Cain and for his offering He had no regard. So Cain 
became very angry and his countenance fell. 

Why didn’t God receive the worship of Cain? 
Not a sacrifice God had required 
Heart was full of sin 

Psalm 66:16-20 Come and listen, all you who fear God; let me tell you 
what he has done for me. 17 I cried out to him with my mouth; his praise 
was on my tongue. 18 If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would 
not have listened; 19 but God has surely listened and heard my voice in 
prayer. 20 Praise be to God, who has not rejected my prayer or withheld 
his love from me!   

He will not listen to those who harbor and cherish sin 

5.2. Only those He has made fit to worship Him 
1 Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen race, a  royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light;10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the 
people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 

Pre-reformation, the church made people fit for worship 
Anyone who went through the rituals could come 
Reformation renewed the emphasis on the new birth 
Only someone who is made fit by God can worship Him 
Today – church is again making people fit 
Lowering the standard – easy believism 

6. Where do we worship? 

6.1. The whole life as an act of worship 
This is inevitable given what worship is 
Our whole life must be conditioned by a desire to acknowledge 
Him as worthy 
Can’t break His commands and do it as worship! 

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual service of worship. 
1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God. 

Error today is to see only 1 or 2 hours on Sunday as the quota 

6.2. Private Worship 
There are more specific occasions for worship 
We are to set aside time to worship Him privately 

Matthew 6:6 But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your 
door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees 
what is done in secret will reward you. 
Luke 6:12-13 It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, 
and He spent the whole night in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, 
He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also 
named as apostles: 

6.3. Family Worship 
We are clearly to worship Him in family groups 

Deuteronomy 11:18-21 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; 
tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 19 
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Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
20 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 21 so 
that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land that 
the LORD swore to give your forefathers, as many as the days that the 
heavens are above the earth.  
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring 
them up in the training and instruction of the Lord.  

Pre-reformation, the people were denied the Scriptures 
Priests were the only ones allowed access to them 
They set the rules for worship. 
The reformation restored Scriptures to the people 
Once more there was an emphasis on personal piety & godliness 
Today?  We are not denied the Scriptures but we don’t want them 
Theology hard work – leave it to Ministers – what they’re paid for 
The monopoly is re-established at the request of the people! 

6.4. Public Worship 
The church gathers to worship Him 
Met in homes and sometimes in larger assemblies 
Will look later in the series at this aspect 

7. Conclusions 
We have seen some aspects of pre-Reformation worship 
We have seen that the Reformation returned to Scripture 
A pure, godly, Biblical worship was the result. 
 
Today, we are departing today from these basic principles 
Biblical worship is inward, a matter of the whole life 
But we are returning to a worship that is outward 
A worship that pleases our fallen senses 
That appeals to our sight, our ears, our sense of smell 
Our feeling of self-importance 
 
One wonders what those who risked their lives to bring us this 
freedom would think of what we have done with it. 
This is a critical issue for the church today  
Let’s not fall in with the times but take our stand with the 
reformers – sola scriptura! 


