
“Will You Follow Him to the End?” 

(John 21:18-19) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

Having confirmed that Peter has repented  

 

As evidenced by his love and humility,  

 

Having restored him  

 

To the honor of being an apostle,  

 

And having commending to him the care of His sheep,  

 

Jesus now tells him  

 

Of another honor  

 

He has reserved for him:   

 

That of being a martyr.   

 

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

We may not think of martyrdom as an honor,  

 

But it is:   

 

We’re all going to die someday –  

 

No matter what we do,  

 

Our bodies will return to the dust,  

 

And our souls will return to God.   

 

 

To give your life in service to Him  

 

Is certainly an honor,  
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But to have it cut short –  

 

To seal your testimony and work  

 

With your blood –  

 

As Jesus did His –  

 

Is an even greater honor.   

 

Paul, writing to Timothy about his forthcoming death,  

 

Says, “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure has come.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I 

have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of 

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 

day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing” (2 Tim. 

4:6-8).   

 

 

This is what Jesus now tells Peter  

 

He has planned for his future:   

 

He says in verse 18-19, “‘Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you 

used to gird yourself and walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, 

you will stretch out your hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you 

where you do not wish to go.’  Now this He said, signifying by what kind of 

death he would glorify God.”   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  He begins His statement:  “Truly, truly, I say to you.”   

 

Whenever Jesus uses the word, “amen,”  

 

Translated here, “truly,”  

 

He’s telling us  

 

That we should pay attention to what follows.   

 

When He uses it twice,  

 

We should pay even closer attention,  
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Because what He is about to say is the solemn truth.   

 

 

He wants Peter to pay attention:   

 

Because what He is about to say  

 

Is not something that will likely happen,  

 

But something that will certainly happen.   

 

 

Jesus not only knew what would happen to Him –  

 

That He would be crucified for our salvation –  

 

He also knows what will happen to His own:   

 

What will happen to us.   

 

 

What He tells Peter in essence is this:   

 

“I’m appointing you to feed My sheep:   

 

But it’s not going to be easy.   

 

Not only will men not honor you for it,  

 

You can expect difficulty and persecution –  

 

And that you will seal your testimony with your blood.”   

 

He says Peter will not die a natural death,  

 

But he would be executed.   

 

 

Some believe that the reference  

 

To the stretching out of his hands  

 

Was pointing specifically to crucifixion –  

 

Since this is the way  
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The Jews would understand this expression.   

 

 

Church tradition teaches  

 

That Peter was crucified at Rome  

 

Under Nero, around 68 AD,  

 

Just prior to Rome’s war with the Jews;  

 

That when it was time for his execution  

 

He requested that he might be crucified upside down,  

 

Because he didn’t consider himself worthy  

 

To be put to death as his Lord.   

 

 

Others believe Jesus isn’t specifically talking about crucifixion here  

 

But is simply pointing to the chains and imprisonment  

 

That would await Peter prior to his death:   

 

“When you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk wherever you 

wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and someone 

else will gird [or bind] you, and bring you where you do not wish to go” (v. 18).   

 

 

It’s interesting that many  

 

Who have most faithfully served the Lord,  

 

Died a martyr’s death.   

 

Church tradition tells us  

 

That out of the twelve apostles –  

 

Paul having replaced Judas –  

 

The only one that wasn’t martyred was John.   
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Does this mean the Lord didn’t love his disciples?   

 

No, it meant that He wanted to honor them as well.   

 

 

Peter would suffer,  

 

And he didn’t actually have to wait  

 

For very long until those sufferings began:   

 

 

He was arrested along with John  

 

When they healed the lame man at the Temple  

 

And preached the Gospel.   

 

Luke writes, “As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of 

the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to them, being greatly disturbed 

because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection 

from the dead.  And they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next 

day, for it was already evening” (Acts 4:1-3).   

 

 

He was arrested with the apostles  

 

When the Lord began doing even great works through them:   

 

We read in Acts 5:14-18, “And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of 

men and women, were constantly added to their number, to such an extent that 

they even carried the sick out into the streets and laid them on cots and pallets, 

so that when Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on any one of them.  

Also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem were coming 

together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits, and 

they were all being healed.  But the high priest rose up, along with all his 

associates (that is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy.  

They laid hands on the apostles and put them in a public jail.”   

 

 

And he was arrested and imprisoned  

 

When Herod inaugurated his persecution against the church:   

 

Luke writes in Acts 12:1-3, “Now about that time Herod the king laid hands on 

some who belonged to the church in order to mistreat them.  And he had James 
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the brother of John put to death with a sword.  When he saw that it pleased the 

Jews, he proceeded to arrest Peter also.”   

 

There were sufferings ahead in the path of obedience.   

 

 

Notice next, Jesus tells Peter he would be bound  

 

And carried where he did not want to go (v. 18) –  

 

He doesn’t mean that Peter  

 

Would not consider it an honor to die for Him,  

 

But that he wouldn’t necessarily enjoy being killed.   

 

When our Lord was faced with the death  

 

He came into the world to die  

 

That we might go free,  

 

He didn’t necessarily enjoy the prospect  

 

Of having suffering on that cross,  

 

But prayed that if it was possible  

 

That cup might pass from Him.   

 

 

We can still have the desire to preserve our lives,  

 

Even while we’re willing to submit to the Lord’s will  

 

To give up our lives in His cause.   

 

None of us necessarily want to die –  

 

We don’t enjoy pain,  

 

And death is unnatural:   

 

It’s the result of the curse.   

 

But that’s what makes giving it up  
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So much more honoring to the Lord,  

 

Because we’re giving something  

 

That is precious to us,  

 

That we might glorify Him.   

 

 

The sacrifice the Lord would call Peter to make  

 

Becomes clearer when He compares  

 

What things would be like then,  

 

To what they were now.   

 

He says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird 

yourself and walk wherever you wished” (v. 18).   

 

 

Enjoying the Lord’s blessings  

 

Can sometimes make the difficult times we have to face more difficult:   

 

Sickness is harder, when you’ve enjoyed health;  

 

Old age, when you’ve enjoyed youth;  

 

Poverty, when you’re enjoyed wealth;  

 

Imprisonment, when you’ve enjoyed freedom.   

 

Job says about his own sufferings:   

 

“Oh that I were as in months gone by, as in the days when God watched over me; 

when His lamp shone over my head, and by His light I walked through 

darkness” (Job 29:2-3).   

 

The psalmist writes, “My tears have been my food day and night, while they say to 

me all day long, ‘Where is your God?’  These things I remember and I pour out 

my soul within me.  For I used to go along with the throng and lead them in 

procession to the house of God, with the voice of joy and thanksgiving, a 

multitude keeping festival” (42:3-4).   
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But there is another way  

 

We can look at the blessings we enjoy now  

 

So that we will continue to see them  

 

As the blessings the Lord intended them to be,  

 

Even after they’re gone:   

 

And that is to realize  

 

That we never deserved them in the first place;  

 

And even when they’re gone,  

 

We still have more than we deserve.   

 

 

That’s how Job viewed his situation  

 

After everything had been taken from him.   

 

When his wife encouraged him to curse God and die,  

 

He said to her,  

 

“You speak as one of the foolish women speaks.  Shall we indeed accept good from 

God and not accept adversity?” (2:10).   

 

 

We should also remember  

 

That even when He does send adversity,  

 

He means it for our good –  

 

Everything He sends into our lives  

 

He has promised to work together for our good (Rom. 8:28).   

 

He sends it to help us grow.   

 

 

We need to remember this  
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Because Jesus tells us clearly  

 

That if we follow Him,  

 

We must expect difficulty.   

 

He said to His disciples, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms, for My sake and for 

the gospel's sake, but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the 

present age, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, 

along with persecutions; and in the age to come, eternal life” (Mark 10:29-30).   

 

 

Notice as well that Jesus tells Peter  

 

That he would live to see old age,  

 

In spite of these difficulties:   

 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and 

walk wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your 

hands and someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to 

go” (v. 18).   

 

The Lord would protect him for many more years –  

 

For about another 38 years –  

 

During which time the church would enjoy his ministry.  

 

But when old age came,  

 

He would ushered out of the world more quickly  

 

At the hands of his enemies  

 

That he might enjoy the blessings of heaven.   

 

 

The Lord tells us in His Word  

 

That a gray head is a crown of glory,  

 

And that it is found in the way of righteousness (Prov. 16:31).   

 



10 

We are more likely to live a long life,  

 

If we love the Lord  

 

And live according to His will.   

 

 

But we must eventually die.   

 

The author to the Hebrews tells us  

 

“It is appointed for men to die once” (Heb. 9:27).   

 

It’s equally true  

 

That the Lord has determined how each of us will die:   

 

We all came into the world one way –  

 

We were born into it –  

 

But we will all leave by different paths.   

 

 

The way we leave isn’t as important  

 

As how we leave:   

 

Our duty –  

 

Which you should know by now  

 

Is a labor of love,  

 

Since the Lord has bound us to Himself  

 

By His dying love on the cross –  

 

Is not only to use the time  

 

He has given us in this world to live well,  

 

We must also die well:   

 

We are not only to glorify Him with our life,  
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But also in our death.   

 

Matthew Henry writes, “When we die patiently, submitting to the will of God, – die 

cheerfully, rejoicing in hope of the glory of God, – and die usefully, witnessing 

to the truth and goodness of religion and encouraging others, we glorify God in 

dying: and this is the earnest expectation and hope of all good Christians, as it 

was Paul’s, that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in 

my body, whether by life or by death” (Phil. 1:20).   

 

 

But again,  

 

The most honorable way to die in God’s kingdom  

 

Is to have our life cut short for Jesus’ sake –  

 

To be a martyr for His glory,  

 

To give up our lives for His cause,  

 

Even as He gave up His life for ours:   

 

Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his 

friends” (John 15:13).   

 

Why?   

 

Because this demonstrates most powerfully  

 

That we really believe the truth  

 

For which we’re willing to lay down our lives –  

 

The martyrs sealed their testimony with their blood.   

 

There could be no greater sacrifice to confirm their testimony.   

 

 

Because God’s grace is magnified  

 

When His people patiently and willingly  

 

Commit their souls to Him in their sufferings:   

 

What a tremendous encouragement to us to do the same.   
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And because this level of sacrifice is precious to Him:   

 

The psalmist writes, “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of His godly 

ones” (116:15).   

 

He will honor those who honor Him.   

 

 

Finally, Jesus said to Peter, “Follow Me!”   

 

This was a further confirmation to him  

 

That he had been restored to His Lord’s favor  

 

And to His apostleship:   

 

This was how Jesus called him the first time.   

 

 

This was also to show Peter  

 

The path he was to travel,  

 

The way in which he would experience  

 

What Jesus had just told him:   

 

“As you follow Me, you will be treated as I have been treated.”   

 

Jesus says in John 15:20, “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not 

greater than his master.’  If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if 

they kept My word, they will keep yours also.”   

 

 

Jesus also said, “Follow Me,”  

 

To show Peter how he was to do this work:   

 

He was to do it as Jesus had.   

 

Peter followed Jesus’ example while He was on earth,  

 

And now he was to follow His example and teachings  

 

After He departed for heaven.   
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What greater example  

 

Could Jesus have given Peter  

 

Than His own personal example?   

 

 

And what greater promise could he have  

 

Than the one Jesus gave in the Great Commission (Matt. 28:20):   

 

That He would be with him  

 

To give him success,  

 

To watch over him,  

 

And eventually bring him to heaven?   

 

 

This is what our Lord calls us to do as well:  Follow Him.   

 

Our path is different than the one Peter was called to,  

 

And the way we will leave this world may be different,  

 

But our Example is the same,  

 

And the promise He has given:   

 

He will be with us to give us success,  

 

He will watch over us to give us safety,.  

 

And He will eventually bring us to heaven,  

 

If we will follow Him.  Amen.   
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