
“Eschatology” 

(Part 5:  Will Christ’s Coming Be Premillennial?) 

 

 

 

II.  The events that take place when Christ returns rule out a millennium to follow (cont.).   

H.  Having seen that the NT rules out a millennium following Christ's return, Revelation 

20 can’t teach this doctrine.  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding 

the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the 

serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he 

threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive 

the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must 

be released for a short time. 4 Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was 

given to them.  And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their 

testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the 

beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and 

they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did 

not come to life until the thousand years were completed.  This is the first resurrection. 6 

Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second 

death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him 

for a thousand years. 7 When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released 

from his prison, 8 and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of 

the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like 

the sand of the seashore. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of the earth and 

surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven 

and devoured them. 10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire 

and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented 

day and night forever and ever” (Rev. 20:1-10).   

1.  Premillennial interpretation:   

a.  Revelation 19 and 20 tell us when the millennium begins, how long it will last, and 

how it will end.   

(i)  It begins with the Second Coming:  “And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a 

white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness 

He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are a flame of fire, and on His head are 

many diadems; and He has a name written on Him which no one knows except 

Himself. 13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The 

Word of God. 14 And the armies which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white 

and clean, were following Him on white horses. 15 From His mouth comes a 

sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, and He will rule them 

with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the 

Almighty. 16 And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING 

OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS’” (Rev. 19:11-16).   

(ii)  It lasts for a thousand years, “Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and 

judgment was given to them.  And I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and 

those who had not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the 
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mark on their forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with 

Christ for a thousand years” (v. 4).   

(iii)  And it ends with the release of Satan, the gathering of the nations together for 

the war, and the final destruction of the wicked (vv. 7-10).   

(iv)  Following this is the resurrection and judgment of the wicked (vv. 11-15).   

 

b.  Revelation 20 gives us the time frame of the kingdom, while the OT gives us its 

character.   

(i)  “‘For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things will 

not be remembered or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I 

create; for behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing and her people for gladness. 19 

I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; and there will no longer 

be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying. 20 No longer will 

there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live 

out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred and the one who 

does not reach the age of one hundred will be thought accursed. 21 They will 

build houses and inhabit them; they will also plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 22 

They will not build and another inhabit, they will not plant and another eat; for as 

the lifetime of a tree, so will be the days of My people, and My chosen ones will 

wear out the work of their hands. 23 They will not labor in vain, or bear children 

for calamity; for they are the offspring of those blessed by the LORD, and their 

descendants with them. 24 It will also come to pass that before they call, I will 

answer; and while they are still speaking, I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb 

will graze together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox; and dust will be the 

serpent’s food.  They will do no evil or harm in all My holy mountain,’ says the 

LORD” (Isa. 65:17-25).   

(ii)  For Dispensationalism, included in this would be the rebuilding of the Temple in 

order to offer memorial sacrifices (Ez. 40-44).   

(iii)  Premillennialists believe if this was the only passage in the Bible having to do 

with the millennium, it would be enough to establish their position.   

 

c.  Preliminary considerations:   

(i)  This isn’t the only passage in the Bible that deals with the future sequence of 

events.   

(a)  We’ve already seen what the rest of the NT teaches:  when Christ returns, the 

resurrection, rapture, Day of the Lord, Day of God, final judgment, Cosmic 

Renewal, and the end of Christ’s mediatorial reign all take place, ruling out an 

earthly millennium to follow.   

(b)  Obscure passages (such as those found in the visionary book of Revelation) 

should be interpreted in light of clearer passages.   

 

(ii)  We’ve also seen that God has fulfilled His plan for Israel in the Church and that 

He doesn’t have a future for Israel apart from the church (Rom. 11).  This rules 

out the idea that God must fulfill His promises to Israel in an earthly millennium.   

(iii)  Another problem is that the kingdom mentioned in the Old Testament is not 

said to last merely for a thousand years, but forever:  “I kept looking in the night 
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visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven one like a Son of Man was coming, 

and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.  And to 

Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and 

men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion 

which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed” 

(Dan. 7:13-14; cf. 2:44).   

 

2.  Another interpretation:  This vision has to do with the beginning, progress and 

conclusion of the church age.   

a.  First, we have the binding of Satan that Christ’s kingdom may advance at Christ’s 

first coming:  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of 

the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent 

of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he 

threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not 

deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these 

things he must be released for a short time” (vv. 1-3).   

(i)  Christ is the One represented by the angel:   

(a)  In the OT, He appears in many instances as the angel of the Lord (Ex. 3:2-4).   

(b)  He also appears as an angel in the book of Revelation:   

(1)  “I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a 

cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, 

and his feet like pillars of fire” (Rev. 10:1).   

(2)  “And in the middle of the lampstands I saw one like a son of man, clothed 

in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His chest with a golden 

sash. 14 His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and 

His eyes were like a flame of fire. 15 His feet were like burnished bronze, 

when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the 

sound of many waters. 16 In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of 

His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun 

shining in its strength” (1:13-16).   

 

(c)  Christ is the one who possesses authority over the devil, as represented by His 

holding the keys to death and Hades:   

(1)  “And the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, 

and I have the keys of death and of Hades” (1:18).   

(2)  “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the 

abyss and a great chain in his hand” (20:1).   

(3)  “The one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 

beginning.  The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works 

of the devil” (1 John 3:8).   

 

(ii)  He bound the devil at His first coming.   

(a)  “But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 

come upon you.  Or how can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off 

his property, unless he first binds the strong man?  And then he will plunder 

his house” (Matt. 12:28-29).   
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(b)  His purpose in binding Satan was that He might plunder His house, in other 

words, rescue His elect:  “Therefore, since the children share in flesh and 

blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He 

might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and 

might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their 

lives” (Heb. 2:14-15).   

 

(iii)  The chain represents a spiritual binding of Satan, not an absolute binding.   

(a)  Satan is still able to do some things, but under Christ’s absolute control – 

Christ has Satan on a leash.   

(b)  The demons are also said to be in chains, but are still free to do some harm:   

(1)  “And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their 

proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment 

of the great day” (Jude 1:6).   

(2)  Jude is not speaking of a special group of fallen angels, but of all the fallen 

angels:  they’re bound, and yet we see they were still able to create a great 

deal of mischief during Christ’s earthly ministry, though being under His 

authority.   

 

(iv)  He has bound Satan that He might not deceive the nations that the Gospel may 

advance.   

(a)  “And he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that 

he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were 

completed; after these things he must be released for a short time” (Rev. 20:3).   

(b)  This is further evidenced by what happens once he is released:  “When the 

thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, and will 

come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog 

and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the 

sand of the seashore” (vv. 7-8).   

(c)  This binding continues through the Christian Era (the Millennium).   

 

(v)  With this binding, there is the growth of a righteousness kingdom:  “Then I saw 

thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them.  And I saw the 

souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony of Jesus and 

because of the word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or his 

image, and had not received the mark on their forehead and on their hand; and 

they came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 The rest of the 

dead did not come to life until the thousand years were completed.  This is the 

first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first 

resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of 

God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years” (20:4-6).   

(a)  While Satan is bound, the Lord sets up another rule:   

(1)  Those who are a part of the first resurrection rule and reign with Christ 

during this time frame (we’ll consider what this resurrection is below).   

(2)  They are those who gave their life for Christ (martyrs) and the saints who 

persevered without compromising their faith during the AD 70 destruction 
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of Jerusalem, as well as those who would live for Him and those who would 

give up their lives during the millennium.   

 

(b)  Daniel’s prophecy tells us that this kingdom would be set up in the days of 

Christ, at His resurrection and ascension, during the rule of the Roman Empire.   

(1)  “Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron 

crushes and shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will 

crush and break all these in pieces. 41 In that you saw the feet and toes, 

partly of potter's clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it 

will have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed 

with common clay. 42 As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly 

of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will be 

brittle. 43 And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will 

combine with one another in the seed of men; but they will not adhere to 

one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery. 44 In the days of 

those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be 

destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush 

and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever. 45 

Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without 

hands and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the 

gold, the great God has made known to the king what will take place in the 

future; so the dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy” (Dan. 2:40-

45).   

(2)  “I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven 

One like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days 

and was presented before Him. 14 And to Him was given dominion, glory 

and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language 

might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will not 

pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed. 15 As for 

me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the visions in my mind 

kept alarming me. 16 I approached one of those who were standing by and 

began asking him the exact meaning of all this.  So he told me and made 

known to me the interpretation of these things:  17 ‘These great beasts, 

which are four in number, are four kings who will arise from the earth. 18 

But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom and possess the 

kingdom forever, for all ages to come.’ 19 Then I desired to know the exact 

meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, 

exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and 

which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet, 20 

and the meaning of the ten horns that were on its head and the other horn 

which came up, and before which three of them fell, namely, that horn 

which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in 

appearance than its associates. 21 I kept looking, and that horn was waging 

war with the saints and overpowering them 22 until the Ancient of Days 

came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, 

and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom. 23 
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Thus he said:  ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, 

which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the 

whole earth and tread it down and crush it.  24 As for the ten horns, out of 

this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he 

will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings. 25 He 

will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the 

Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and 

they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time. 26 But the 

court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, 

annihilated and destroyed forever. 27 Then the sovereignty, the dominion 

and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given 

to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an 

everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him” (Dan. 

7:13-27).   

(3)  Consider the NT fulfillment:   

(A)  “And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been 

given to Me in heaven and on earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 

the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age’” (Matt. 28:18-20).   

(B)  “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were 

looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight” (Acts 1:9).   

(C)  “But He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at 

the right hand of God, waiting from that time onward until His enemies 

be made a footstool for His feet” (Heb. 10:12-13).   

 

b.  Second, after the Church Age reaches its conclusion, Satan is loosed just before the 

Second Coming:  “And he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over 

him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years 

were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time . . .  When the 

thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison” (vv. 3, 7).   

(i)  Verses 1-3 show us the first phase of Christ’s triumph over Satan; vv. 7-10 show 

us the second and concluding phase.   

(ii)  Satan is released for a short while (v. 3).   

(a)  He gathers a sizable army of rebels and tries to supplant the saints:  “When 

the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from his prison, 8 and 

will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, 

Gog and Magog, to gather them together for the war; the number of them is 

like the sand of the seashore. 9 And they came up on the broad plain of the 

earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city” (vv. 7-9).   

(b)  Christ’s rule will have spread over the whole world by this time, but not all 

are converted.   

 

(iii)  But he is defeated at Christ’s Second Coming.   

(a)  “And fire came down from heaven and devoured them” (Rev. 20:9), while, 

“the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
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where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day 

and night forever and ever” (v. 10).   

(b)  This is the Second Coming.   

(1)  Notice its similarity with Paul’s description of it in 2 Thessalonians 1:6-8, 

“For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict 

you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the 

Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming 

fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those 

who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.”  (Note:  this would be the 

third Second Coming in Dispensationalism.)   

(2)  It is at this time the resurrection takes place (the second resurrection), the 

final judgment & final separation at the Great White Throne Judgment, at 

which time those who were not a part of the first resurrection have their part 

in the second death, the lake of fire, “Then I saw a great white throne and 

Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and 

no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the 

small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book 

was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the 

things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the 

sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the 

dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them 

according to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the 

lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's 

name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake 

of fire” (Rev. 20:11-15).   

 

c.  Finally, let’s consider the two resurrections.   

(i)  The first resurrection is a spiritual resurrection:   

(a)  “Then I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was given to them.  

And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their 

testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had not 

worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their 

forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for a 

thousand years. 5 The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand 

years were completed.  This is the first resurrection” (Rev. 20:4-5).   

(b)  Resurrection is one of the ways the NT represents the new birth:   

(1)  “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who 

sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed 

out of death into life.  Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now 

is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear 

will live” (John 5:24-25).   

(2)  “We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the 

brethren.  He who does not love abides in death” (1 John 3:14).   

(3)  “Even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and 

seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:5-6).   
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(c)  Those who are part of the first resurrection reign with Christ:   

(1)  “And He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father – to 

Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever.  Amen” (Rev. 1:6).   

(2)  “He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My 

throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne” 

(3:21).   

(3)  Cf. Eph. 2:5-6 above.   

 

(ii)  The second resurrection is a physical resurrection.   

(a)  “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were 

completed” (Rev. 20:5).   

(b)  “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the 

tombs will hear His voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good 

deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a 

resurrection of judgment” (John 5:28-29).   

(c)  This is the resurrection that takes place at the Second Coming to gather all 

who have lived to the final judgment.   

 

(iii)  Notice the strong parallels which exist between Revelation 20 and John 5 that 

show Jesus is referring to the same events.   

(a)  In Revelation 20, there is a first resurrection and a second resurrection.  In 

John 5, there is a first and second resurrection.     

(b)  In Revelation 20, not everyone takes part in the first resurrection, but all take 

part in the second.  The same is true of John 5.   

(c)  In Revelation 20, those who do take part in the first resurrection are given 

special spiritual privileges:  They rule and reign with Christ for a thousand 

years (v. 4).  Those who take part in the second are all gathered together for 

judgment (v. 12).  In John 5, the first group have spiritual blessings (“eternal 

life” entails all the blessings God has for His people), and the second group are 

all gathered for judgment.   

(d)  In Revelation 20, those who take part in the first resurrection have no fear of 

the second death, which is called the lake of fire.  “Blessed and holy is the one 

who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no 

power” (v. 6).  But some of those who take part in the second do.  He writes, 

“And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was 

thrown into the lake of fire” (20:15).  In John 5, the first pass from death into 

life, while in the second some are raised to life (those who took part in the first 

resurrection) and others to judgment.   

(e)  Both of these passages refer to the same event.   

(1)  There is only one spiritual resurrection to life, and there is only one bodily 

resurrection to judgment.   

(2)  Those who take part in the first resurrection (regeneration) will have 

nothing to fear from the second death (their names will be found recorded in 

the  book of life).   


