
“Eschatology” 

(Part 2:  Will Christ’s Coming Be Premillennial?) 

 

 

 

II.  The events that take place when Christ returns rule out a millennium to follow.   

A.  First, the fact there is only one resurrection rules out the possibility of a 

millennium following Christ’s return.   

1.  If there was more than one resurrection, the different resurrections would need to be 

distinguished somehow.  But the Bible refers to this event as “the” resurrection.   

a.  “In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife of the seven will she be?  For they all 

had married her” (Matt. 22:28; cf. Phil. 3:11; 2 Tim. 2:16).   

b.  “But this I admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect I do 

serve the God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the 

Law and that is written in the Prophets; having a hope in God, which these men 

cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a resurrection of both the 

righteous and the wicked” (Acts 24:14-15).   

c.  “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs 

will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 

resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 

judgment” (John 5:28-29).   

(i)  Note here that “an hour” is coming, when “all” who are in the tombs will hear 

His voice.   

(ii)  At that time, both the good and the evil will be raised.   

 

2.  When we combine this with the fact that all the living will be translated at the same 

time, there can’t be a millennium following.   

a.  The righteous dead will be raised when Christ returns (1 Thes. 4:13-18).   

b.  Since there is one resurrection, the resurrection of the wicked dead must take 

place at the same time.   

c.  The translation of the living then follows.   

d.  With everyone now permanently changed, there can be no one left to enter the 

millennium.   

 

B.  Second, the Judgment of the just and the unjust at the Second Coming rules out a 

millennium to follow.   

1.  When Christ returns the judgment will take place:   

a.  “Therefore, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for 

your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions 

which you endure. 5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous judgment so 

that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you 

are suffering. 6 For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those 

who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well 

when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in 

flaming fire, 8 dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those 

who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These will pay the penalty of 
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eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His 

power, 10 when He comes to be glorified in His saints on that day, and to be 

marveled at among all who have believed -- for our testimony to you was 

believed” (2 Thes. 1:4-10).   

b.  This passage is speaking of the Second Coming (v. 7).   

c.  When He comes, He will deal out retribution to those who afflicted the 

Thessalonian believers – to unbelievers in general (v. 6, 8-9).   

d.  And He will give relief to the believers who were afflicted (v. 7) – or to believers 

in general.   

(i)  This relief will not be at a secret rapture that is different from the Second 

Coming, nor will the final punishment take place after the millennium as 

Dispensationalists believe.   

(ii)  These things will take place at the visible coming of the Lord (v. 7), on that 

day:  the Day of the Lord (v. 10).   

(iii)  And that day will be the last day:  the last day of human history:  “Martha 

said to Him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day’” (John 11:24).   

 

2.  The Bible plainly tells us there is only one judgment.   

a.  We’ve already seen that all are raised and the living are translated, when Christ 

returns.   

b.  And we’ve seen that they are all gathered for judgment (John 5:28-29; 2 Thes. 

1:4-10).   

c.  Therefore, there can only be one judgment, which is what we see in Scripture:   

(i)  Jesus refers to that day as the “day of judgment”:  “Nevertheless I say to you, 

it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for 

you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you? You 

will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which 

occurred in you, it would have remained to this day. 24 Nevertheless I say to 

you that it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of 

judgment, than for you” (Matt. 11:22-24; cf. 12:36; 41-42; 2 Pet. 2:9).   

(ii)  The Day of Judgment is when the Sheep and Goat Judgment takes place, 

when Christ comes in His glory at the Second Coming:  “But when the Son of 

Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His 

glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before Him; and He will 

separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats” (Matt. 25:31-32).  Note that all the nations are gathered and that both 

the righteous (sheep) and the wicked (goats) are all judged.   

(iii)  The Sheep and Goat Judgment – because there is only one judgment – is 

also the same as the so-called Bema Seat Judgment:   

(a)  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 

one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he 

has done, whether good or bad. 11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, 

we persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are 

made manifest also in your consciences” (2 Cor. 5:10-11).   
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(b)  Note that all must appear before the judgment seat.  All will be 

recompensed for the good or bad (morally base, wicked, evil, bad) they 

have done.   

(c)  Is this the judgment of the righteous only, as Dispensationalism teaches?  

Who are these being judged for their wickedness?  Why does the thought 

of this day strike fear in Paul’s heart and move him to persuade men to 

repent?   

(d)  This is the general judgment, where Christ judges all men:   

(1)  “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment 

to the Son” (John 5:22).   

(2)  “And He gave Him authority to execute judgment, because He is the 

Son of Man” (John 5:27).   

 

(iv)  The Sheep and Goat/Bema Seat Judgment is also the same as the Great 

White Throne Judgment.   

(a)  “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose 

presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 12 

And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and 

books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of 

life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the 

books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea gave up the dead which 

were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and 

they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then 

death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 

the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book 

of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire” (Rev. 20:11-15).   

(b)  Note that at this judgment, all the dead are judged.   

(i)  The fact that the dead are singled out doesn’t mean there aren’t any 

believers there.   

(ii)  Note that “if” anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, 

he was thrown into the lake of fire, which implies that not everyone 

present is absent from that book:  there must be believers present.   

(iii)  Again, if there is only one judgment, this must be the same judgment.   

 

d.  The judgment of all the wicked and the righteous, which takes place at the 

Second Coming, rules out a millennium following, since there can be no 

continuance of life as we know it on the earth.   

 

C.  Third, the Second coming, the resurrection, the rapture, the Day of the Lord and 

final judgment take place together, which rules out a millennium to follow.   

1.  “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, so 

that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope. 14 For if we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen 

asleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 

alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have 

fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with 
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the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will 

rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord. 18 

Therefore comfort one another with these words. 5:1 Now as to the times and the 

epochs, brethren, you have no need of anything to be written to you. 2 For you 

yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the 

night. 3 While they are saying, "Peace and safety!" then destruction will come upon 

them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape. 4 

But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; 

5 for you are all sons of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness; 6 

so then let us not sleep as others do, but let us be alert and sober” (1 Thes. 4:13-5:3).   

2.  Note the following:   

a.  When Christ comes (Second Coming; vv. 15-16), He will raise the dead first (v. 

16).   

(i)  We know from the fact there is only one resurrection that all the dead will be 

raised and judged at this time.   

(ii)  Paul merely singles out the resurrection of the believer because of his 

purpose in writing:  to comfort believers regarding their departed brethren that 

they have not perished; they are with Christ.   

(iii)  They are said to be raised first, since this happens before the translation of 

those remaining.   

 

b.  When Christ comes, He will translate the living (rapture).   

(i)  Those believers who remain to His coming will be caught up together with 

the resurrected believers in the air (v. 17).   

(ii)  They will not be the only living persons changed, since the purpose for this 

event is to gather everyone together for the final judgment.   

(iii)  Paul again focuses on this aspect to comfort the believers regarding their 

departed ones.   

 

c.  When Christ comes, it will usher in the Day of the Lord.   

(i)  The Day of the Lord (5:2) is the day of His judgment (v. 3) when He finally 

recompenses everyone for what they have done:  comfort to those who were 

afflicted, retribution to those who afflicted His people.   

(ii)  That day will come as a thief to the unbeliever (vv. 2-3), but not to the 

believer (vv. 4-5).   

 

d.  The Second Coming, resurrection, rapture, the Day of the Lord and the final 

judgment all take place together, which rules out a millennium following.   


