
“Why We Don’t Grieve As Others” 

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

 

When we lose our loved ones  

 

Who belong to Jesus,  

 

It grieves us  

 

Because we love and miss them –  

 

Because, at least for a time,  

 

They’ve been taken from us,  

 

And we can no longer enjoy  

 

Their company and their friendship.   

 

 

But thankfully, we don’t grieve  

 

Like those who don’t have hope –  

 

Like those who, not knowing Jesus,  

 

Believe death is the end,  

 

That they will never see their loved ones again –  

 

We don’t because in the Gospel  

 

The Lord has given us a wonderful hope –  

 

The hope that those we love are well;  

 

That they are better than well,  

 

But more blessed than they have ever been;  

 

And the hope  
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That we will see them again  

 

In a far better place,  

 

Where we will be with them forever.   

 

 

We already know  

 

These things are true,  

 

And that they are ours in the Lord,  

 

But it’s good to remind ourselves  

 

That they are at times like this –  

 

When the Lord has taken  

 

One from us that we love.   

 

 

This morning,  

 

Let’s consider three reasons  

 

We have this comfort,  

 

This hope in the Lord.   

 

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  We have this hope, first,  

 

Because our Lord tells us  

 

When we leave this world,  

 

He takes us home.   

 

 

When the Bible speaks of death for the believer,  

 

It usually refers to it as a falling asleep in Jesus –  

 

Not always, but usually.   
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That’s how Paul refers to the death of believers in our passage:   

 

He says in verses 13-14, “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, 

about those who are asleep, so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have 

no hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will 

bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.”   

 

 

Luke says the same thing about Stephen in Acts 7:58-60  

 

When the Jews stoned him to death for telling them about Jesus.   

 

“When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; and the 

witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul.  They 

went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, ‘Lord Jesus, receive 

my spirit!’  Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do 

not hold this sin against them!’ Having said this, he fell asleep.”   

 

 

The reason Scripture speaks in this way  

 

Is that we, as believers, never really die.   

 

When Martha spoke to Jesus  

 

About her brother’s death,  

 

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me will 

live even if he dies, and everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.  

Do you believe this?’” (John 11:25-26).   

 

 

Jesus asks us the same question this morning:   

 

Do you believe this?   

 

If you do,  

 

It can give you a great deal of comfort and hope.   

 

 

When we fall asleep in Jesus –  

 

When those we love  
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Who belong to Him fall asleep –  

 

At that very moment,  

 

We simply move from this world to heaven.   

 

Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 5:1-9, “For we know that if the earthly tent which is 

our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with 

hands, eternal in the heavens.  For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be 

clothed with our dwelling from heaven, inasmuch as we, having put it on, will 

not be found naked.  For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being 

burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that 

what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.  Now He who prepared us for this 

very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.  Therefore, being 

always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we 

are absent from the Lord – for we walk by faith, not by sight – we are of good 

courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home 

with the Lord.  Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or 

absent, to be pleasing to Him.”   

 

As long as we are present in our bodies –  

 

As long as we are alive here –  

 

We are absent from the Lord –  

 

From His blessed presence in heaven.   

 

But when we are absent from our bodies –  

 

When our bodies die –  

 

We are at home with the Lord:   

 

We go to be with Him.   

 

 

Paul says, this is what we prefer –  

 

It’s clearly what he preferred.   

 

He writes in Philippians 1:21-24, “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  

But if I am to live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do 

not know which to choose.  But I am hard-pressed from both directions, having 
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the desire to depart and be with Christ, for that is very much better; yet to 

remain on in the flesh is more necessary for your sake.”   

 

 

We can’t choose when we’ll go there –  

 

The timing is completely in the Lord’s hands –  

 

But when it’s His time,  

 

He will send His angels to bring us home:   

 

As we read earlier in our Scripture reading:   

 

“Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom” 

(Luke 16:22).   

 

This is just one of the many jobs  

 

The Lord has given His ministering spirits (Heb. 1:14):   

 

They watch over us in this world,  

 

And when it’s His time,  

 

They bring us into the next.   

 

 

That’s our first point:   

 

We have hope,  

 

Because when we –  

 

And our loved ones –  

 

Fall asleep in Jesus,  

 

Jesus brings us home by His angels:   

 

We wake up in heaven.   

 

That’s why Paul writes in verse 14,  

 

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him 

those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.”   
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B.  Second, we have hope  

 

Because our Lord tells us  

 

That the home He’s taking us to  

 

Is a wonderful place.   

 

 

1.  One thing that makes any place  

 

A pleasant place to be  

 

Is the company that’s found there:   

 

When those who are there welcome you,  

 

Because they love you –  

 

That’s what heaven is like.   

 

 

The Father is there –  

 

The One who loves us,  

 

And who sent His Son for us,  

 

So that we might eventually  

 

Come to heaven  

 

To live with Him there forever –  

 

And He will welcome us.   

 

 

The Son is there –  

 

He who also loves us,  

 

Who was willing to come down from heaven  

 

And into this sinful world as one of us,  
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To live and to die for us  

 

So that He might bring us to heaven.   

 

He will welcome us.   

 

 

The Spirit is there –  

 

Who loves us,  

 

Who came into our hearts,   

 

Gave us the ability  

 

To trust in Jesus and be saved,  

 

And who has been preparing us  

 

From that time until now  

 

To arrive in heaven.   

 

He will welcome us.   

 

 

We’ve experienced something of their love on earth,  

 

But in heaven,  

 

They will show us just how much  

 

They really do love us.   

 

Ezekiel Hopkins writes that heaven is “where the unveiled glories of the Deity 

shall beat full upon us, and we forever sun ourselves in the smiles of God.”   

 

 

The holy angels –  

 

Who loved us,  

 

Watched over us,  

 

And brought us to heaven –  
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Will also be there to welcome us.   

 

 

And those who have gone before us –  

 

Who are now made perfect in Jesus –  

 

Will be there to welcome us.   

 

The author to the Hebrews writes, “But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 

city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, to 

the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, 

and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 

and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, 

which speaks better than the blood of Abel” (12:22-24) –  

 

And when we see them,  

 

We will know who each of them are:   

 

Thomas Watson writes, “Some have asked whether we shall know one another 

in heaven.  Surely, our knowledge will not be diminished, but increased.  The 

judgment of Luther and Anselm, and many other divines is, that we shall 

know one another; yes, the saints of all ages, whose faces we never saw; and, 

when we shall see the saints in glory without their infirmities of pride and 

passion, it will be a glorious sight.”   

 

 

2.  Something else  

 

That makes a place pleasant to be  

 

Is the environment –  

 

What that place is like:   

 

Heaven is perfect in every way.   

 

 

In heaven, all our needs will be met.   

 

There will be no more pain, suffering, or death –  

 

No reason to be sad or to grieve.   
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Isaiah writes, “He will swallow up death for all time, and the Lord GOD will 

wipe tears away from all faces, and He will remove the reproach of His 

people from all the earth; for the LORD has spoken” (Isa. 25:8).   

 

 

The things we will have endured on earth  

 

Will only make heaven better.   

 

Thomas Adams writes, “He that will be knighted must kneel for it, and he that 

will enter in at the strait gate must crowd for it—a gate made so on purpose, 

narrow and hard in the entrance, yet, after we have entered, wide and 

glorious, that after our pain our joy may be the sweeter.”   

 

 

The fact that it cost the Father  

 

The life of His dear Son to give it to us,  

 

Tells us that the happiness we’ll experience there  

 

Is beyond anything we can imagine.   

 

Jonathan Edwards writes, “If nothing be too much to be given to man, and to be 

done for man in the means of procuring his happiness, nothing will be too 

much to be given to him as the end, no degree of happiness is too great for 

him to enjoy.  When I think how great this happiness is, sometimes it is ready 

to seem almost incredible.  But the death and sufferings of Christ make 

everything credible that belongs to this blessedness.  For if God would so 

contrive to show his love in the manner and means of procuring our 

happiness, nothing can be incredible in the degree of happiness itself.  If all 

that God does about it be of a piece, he will also set infinite wisdom on work 

to make their happiness and glory great in the degree of it.  If God spared not 

his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 

freely give us all things?  Nothing could have been such a confirmation of 

their blessedness as this.”   

 

 

And so we have hope first –  

 

For ourselves and our loved ones –  

 

Because the Lord takes us  

 

To be with Him in heaven  
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When we fall asleep.   

 

 

And we have hope, second,  

 

Because our Lord tells us  

 

That the home He’s taking us to  

 

Is a wonderful place,  

 

Full of those who love us  

 

And are waiting to welcome us.   

 

 

C.  And we have hope, finally –  

 

And don’t grieve as others –  

 

Because we will see our loved ones again  

 

Who have fallen asleep in Christ –  

 

Alive, well, and happier than we’ve ever seen them –  

 

And we will join them in that place  

 

Where we will be able to love  

 

And enjoy each other forever.   

 

 

If the Lord should come  

 

Before we fall asleep in Jesus,  

 

He will bring our loved ones with Him.   

 

That’s what Paul tells us in our passage:   

 

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, 

so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope.  For if we believe 

that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have 

fallen asleep in Jesus.  For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we 

who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those 
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who have fallen asleep.  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a 

shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead 

in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall 

always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words” (1 

Thes. 4:13-18).   

 

 

But if we should fall asleep  

 

Before the Lord comes,  

 

We will see them then –  

 

And let’s not forget:   

 

Life is very short,  

 

And we will soon be with our Lord.   

 

James writes, “You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes 

away” (4:14).   

 

Isaac Watts reminds us in his famous hymn –  

 

“Our God, Our Help in Ages Past” –  

 

Based on Psalm 90:   

 

“Time, like an ever-rolling stream  

 

Bears all its sons away;  

 

They fly forgotten, as a dream  

 

Dies at the op’ning day.”   

 

 

But far from being the end,  

 

This is only the beginning,  

 

For everyone who trusts in Jesus.   

 

 

Our friend, brother, husband and father –  
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Joseph Barlow –  

 

Has fallen asleep in Christ –  

 

But we don’t grieve as those who have no hope:   

 

The angels have taken him to heaven;  

 

There he enjoys perfect love and fellowship  

 

With His God, His Savior, the angels and the saints;  

 

And we will see him again,  

 

When we join him in a little while,  

 

Because of what Jesus has done.  Amen.   
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