
“Why We Don’t Believe in the Health and Wealth Movement” 

(2 Corinthians 12:1-10) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  Last time, dealt with  

1.  Why believe charismatic gifts have ceased:   

a.  They were given to communicate God’s Word,  

b.  And confirm that Word  

c.  Especially to the Jews.   

 

2.  Once the Scripture was complete –  

a.  The perfect revelation of God’s will –  

(i)  Which interestingly was completed  

(ii)  Just before judgment fell on Jerusalem –  

 

b.  The supernatural revelatory gifts ceased  

(i)  Along with those that confirm it  

(ii)  Because they were no longer needed.   

(iii)  When the perfect comes,  

(iv)  The partial will be done away (1 Cor. 13:10).   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening  

a.  Want to deal with something closely related:   

b.  The health and wealth movement.   

c.  Virtually everyone in this movement  

d.  Believes in the continuance of gifts.   

(i)  Not everyone who believes that gifts continue  

(ii)  Is in this camp,  

(iii)  But everyone in this camp  

(iv)  Believes in their continuance.   

 

e.  Those in this group  

(i)  Are far more extreme  

(ii)  In their use of the gifts,  

(a)  Because they use them  

(b)  To support their beliefs  

(c)  Both by healing services  

(d)  And messages from God.   

 

2.  What do they believe?   

a.  That Lord intends for you never to be sick,  

(i)  If you’re true believer  

(ii)  And have enough faith.   
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(iii)  “Healing is for soul, mind, and body — wholeness.  In healing, Jesus 

deals with every phase of our being, every area of our lives, with the full 

intention of bringing wholeness.  Being made whole means healing and 

restoration for whatever part of the person is ill or in bad health.  When a 

person is spiritually sick or out of tune with God and himself, it affects his 

body and mind.  When he’s mentally or emotionally sick, it has a tendency 

to negatively affect his soul and body.  And when sickness and disease 

strike the body, everything about the person is affected.  WHOLENESS is 

the highest form of healing” (Richard Roberts).   

(iv)  We wouldn’t dispute  

(a)  The connection between soul and body  

(1)  And that what affects one  

(2)  Affects the other.   

 

(b)  But we would dispute  

(1)  It’s Lord’s will  

(2)  That we be perfectly healthy  

(3)  At all times in this life.   

 

b.  That the Lord also wants you to be wealthy –  

(i)  If you have faith,  

(ii)  The Lord will make you rich,  

(iii)  At least if you’re willing  

(iv)  To plant the seeds of those riches  

(v)  By giving to a God-ordained ministry.   

(vi)  Again Roberts:  “Seed-Faith is both an act and a process:  Seed-Faith 

giving and Seed-Faith living.  Jesus likened having faith to the act of 

planting seed for a desired result.  Seed-Faith is based on the seedtime and 

harvest principle in which everything starts as a seed.  Seed-Faith becomes 

a lifestyle, a way of living — sowing and reaping, and giving and 

receiving.  These are the three miracle keys of Seed-Faith:  (1) Make God 

the Source of your total supply, (2) plant seed for a desired result, and (3) 

expect a miracle.”    

(vii)  Again, we wouldn’t dispute  

(a)  That Lord will take care of you:   

(1)  If you seek Him first  

(2)  He will provide all you needs (Matt. 6:33).   

 

(b)  And that if you honor Him  

(1)  With first of your increase  

(2)  He will bless you materially,  

(3)  As well as spiritually;  

 

(viii)  But we do disagree  

(a)  That the Lord intends this  

(b)  To be the pathway to becoming rich.   
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2.  What I would like to do this evening is consider two things:   

a.  Why there are those who believe the Lord wants us healthy and wealthy,  

b.  And why we believe they’re wrong.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Why are there those who believe that the Lord wants us healthy and wealthy?   

1.  Because they believe this is what God promises.   

a.  They believe God has promised  

 To heal all your sicknesses  

  If you will only believe.   

(i)  Didn’t Jesus go about healing all who were sick?   

(a)  The Lord said through Isaiah, “He Himself took our infirmities and 

carried away our diseases”? (Matt. 8:17).   

(b)  Didn’t He go to the cross to heal our bodies?  “And He Himself bore 

our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed” (1 Pet. 2:24).   

 

(ii)  Isn’t all He requires faith?   

(a)  Matthew writes, “And a woman who had been suffering from a 

hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the 

fringe of His cloak; for she was saying to herself, ‘If I only touch His 

garment, I will get well.’  But Jesus turning and seeing her said, 

‘Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well.’  At once the 

woman was made well” (9:20-22).   

(b)  And Luke, “While He was still speaking, someone came from the 

house of the synagogue official, saying, ‘Your daughter has died; do 

not trouble the Teacher anymore.’  But when Jesus heard this, He 

answered him, ‘Do not be afraid any longer; only believe, and she will 

be made well’” (Luke 8:49-50).   

 

(iii)  There you go:   

(a)  God promises it,  

(b)  He wants you to have it,  

(c)  All you need is to receive it by faith.   

 

b.  They also believe  

 God wants you to be wealthy,  

 You just need to believe.   

(i)  Didn’t the Lord says through Malachi, “‘Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me now in 

this,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘if I will not open for you the windows of 

heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.  Then I will 

rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of the 

ground; nor will your vine in the field cast its grapes,’ says the LORD of 

hosts” (3:10-11)?   
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(ii)  Didn’t He say, “Give, and it will be given to you.  They will pour into 

your lap a good measure – pressed down, shaken together, and running 

over.  For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in 

return” (Luke 6:38)?   

(iii)  And again, isn’t faith all you need?   

(a)  Jesus said to His disciples, “If you have faith the size of a mustard 

seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it 

will move; and nothing will be impossible to you’” (Matt. 17:20).   

(b)  “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe 

that you have received them, and they will be granted you” (Mark 

11:24).   

(c)  If you have faith,  

(d)  You can be healthy and wealthy.   

 

2.  If that’s so,  

Why are there so many who follow this  

Without ever becoming healthy or wealthy?   

a.  Because they don’t have enough faith.   

(i)  That’s the only thing  

(ii)  That keeps them from receiving.   

(iii)  At least, that’s what they teach.   

(iv)  James writes, “But he must ask in faith without any doubting, for the one 

who doubts is like the surf of the sea, driven and tossed by the wind” 

(James 1:6).   

 

b.  If they fail, it’s their own fault,  

(i)  And so they spend their lives  

(a)  Trying to rid themselves of doubt  

(b)  So they can receive  

(c)  What they’re sure  

(d)  The Lord wants to give them.   

 

(ii)  And so some die of illness,  

(iii)  And many go to their graves poor  

(a)  Because they’ve given all their money  

(b)  In seed-faith to one of these prosperity gurus,  

(c)  While the gurus themselves  

(d)  Go to doctors when they get sick  

(e)  And get rich off those trying  

(f)  To cash in on God’s promises.   

 

c.  Does this mean that all  

(i)  Who teach the health and wealth doctrine  

(ii)  Are charlatans?   

(iii)  Not necessarily.   

(iv)  But many are,  
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(v)  And the rest are mistaken.   

 

B.  What’s wrong with this way of thinking?   

 Why don’t we believe this is true?   

 Because the Bible doesn’t teach it.   

1.  Those who teach this  

a.  Are guilty of doing what you must  

b.  To believe something this false:   

(i)  They pull certain Scriptures  

(a)  Out of their context  

(b)  To make them say something they don’t,  

 

(ii)  And completely neglect every verse  

(iii)  That speaks against their beliefs.   

 

2.  So why don’t we believe  

That the Lord wants us all  

To be healthy and wealthy?   

First, with regard to health,  

a.  Because He’s never promised  

(i)  To free us from every disease  

(ii)  In this life.   

 

b.  The passages they use  

(i)  Don’t mean what they say they mean.   

(ii)  It’s true Jesus took our infirmities  

(a)  And carried away our diseases,  

(b)  But He was speaking of our spiritual diseases –  

(c)  That would have destroyed us –  

(d)  Not our physical diseases.   

 

(iii)  His healing physical illness  

(a)  Was mainly to show  

(b)  That He is able to heal our souls.   

(c)  It was to prove He is the Messiah  

(d)  Who is able to deliver us from our sins.   

 

(iv)  When Peter wrote, “And He Himself bore our sins in His body on the 

cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His 

wounds you were healed” (1 Pet. 2:24),  

(a)  He was speaking about spiritual healing.   

(b)  Jesus bore our sins that we might die to sin  

(c)  And live to righteousness.   

(d)  It was through His wounds on the cross  

(e)  That your soul is healed  

(f)  If you are trusting Him.    
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c.  Not only does the Bible not teach  

(i)  That it’s the Lord’s will  

(ii)  That we be 100% healthy at all times,  

(iii)  It teaches the opposite.   

(iv)  Our passage reminds us  

(a)  Paul had a physical affliction:   

(1)  That he wasn’t healed  

(2)  Though he prayed three times  

(3)  That the Lord would remove it.   

 

(b)  He tells us this was the Lord’s will  

(1)  That His strength might be perfected in Paul’s weakness.   

(2)  And Paul was content with this:   

(A)  He would rather be weak  

(B)  That the power of God  

(C)  Might dwell in him,  

(D)  Than to be well  

(E)  And not have it (2 Cor. 12).   

 

(v)  Epaphroditus almost died  

  When he sought to minister  

   To Paul in prison (Phil. 2:25-27).   

 

(vi)  Paul told Timothy  

(a)  To take some wine for his stomach  

(b)  And frequent ailments (1 Tim. 5:23).   

(c)  Why didn’t he tell him  

(1)  Simply to trust God  

(2)  And be made well,  

(3)  If the health and wealth Gospel is true?   

 

d.  The point is  

(i)  The healings that took place  

(ii)  Weren’t an end in themselves,  

(iii)  But a means to an end:   

(a)  To confirm that the Word spoken  

(b)  Was God’s Word.   

(c)  Now that it’s complete –  

(d)  As we’ve seen –  

(e)  The verifying miracles have ceased.   

 

e.  The Lord also has a purpose for sickness –  

(i)  It’s to test faith,  

(ii)  And to strengthen faith,  

(iii)  That we might rely on Him  
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(iv)  And not our own strength.   

 

f.  It’s not that God never heals –  

(i)  Sometimes He does  

(ii)  In answer to prayer  

(iii)  When it’s His will.   

(iv)  But He no longer gives men  

(v)  The ability to do this  

(vi)  Because His Word is complete.   

 

g.  Don’t forget the character  

(i)  Of the miracles the Lord did in the Bible:   

(a)  They amazed,  

(b)  They stopped traffic,  

(c)  They drew attention,  

(d)  Even Jesus’ opponents couldn’t deny them.   

 

(ii)  I was in a church  

(a)  That claimed to be able to do this  

(b)  For seven years  

(c)  And never saw one miracle,  

(d)  Though the pastor claimed many had taken place.   

(e)  Are these really what Jesus did?   

 

3.  With regard to wealth, what should we say?   

a.  Does the Lord want you to be rich?   

b.  Not in the vast majority of cases.   

c.  The Bible says  

(i)  It’s far better to be financially challenged  

(ii)  Than to be financially enriched,  

(iii)  Unless the Lord gives you an exceptional gift  

(iv)  To avoid temptation.   

 

d.  The rich were often the enemies of God.  James writes, “Listen, my beloved 

brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and 

heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?  But you 

have dishonored the poor man.  Is it not the rich who oppress you and 

personally drag you into court?” (James 2:5-6).   

e.  The Lord wants us to be content with what He’s given us:   

(i)  Paul writes to Timothy, “But godliness actually is a means of great gain 

when accompanied by contentment.  For we have brought nothing into the 

world, so we cannot take anything out of it either.  If we have food and 

covering, with these we shall be content.  But those who want to get rich 

fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires 

which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a 
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root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away 

from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Tim. 6:6-10).   

(ii)  Those who are rich  

(a)  Are more tempted  

(b)  To think they don’t need the Lord.   

(c)  Agur writes in Proverbs 30, “Give me neither poverty nor riches; feed 

me with the food that is my portion, that I not be full and deny You and 

say, ‘Who is the LORD?’  Or that I not be in want and steal, and 

profane the name of my God” (vv. 8-9).   

 

f.  Rather than seeking riches,  

(i)  The Lord tells us we must be willing  

(ii)  To give everything we have to Him,  

(iii)  If we are to be His disciples, “So then, none of you can be My disciple 

who does not give up all his own possessions” (Luke 14:33).   

 

g.  The rich young ruler wasn’t able to part with his riches  

(i)  And so he left Jesus without salvation (Mark 10:22).   

(ii)  Jesus said, “‘How hard it will be for those who are wealthy to enter the 

kingdom of God!’  The disciples were amazed at His words.  But Jesus 

answered again and said to them, ‘Children, how hard it is to enter the 

kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle 

than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God” (vv. 23-25).   

 

h.  That’s why the Lord doesn’t give wealth  

(i)  To very many of His people.   

(ii)  Yes, David was wealthy,  

   But this was the cause of his adultery and murder.   

(iii)  Solomon was the wealthiest man who ever lived,  

   And his riches led him away from God.   

(iv)  Very few saints were able to possess riches  

Without being destroyed by them.   

 

4.  So what should we learn from this, besides avoiding those who teach this?   

a.  If you’re sick –  

(i)  And you’ve prayed,  

(a)  And gone to the doctor,  

(b)  Even to the elders for prayer,  

(c)  But the Lord has chosen not to heal you –  

 

(ii)  It’s not because you don’t have enough faith.   

(a)  It’s because He’s chosen not to heal you,  

(b)  So that He can teach you  

(c)  Something you need to know,  

(d)  Perhaps what the Lord taught Paul:   

(1)  That you should seek His strength  
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(2)  In your weakness,  

(3)  That you should trust Him,  

(4)  Wait on Him,  

(5)  Learn what He’s trying to teach you,  

(6)  And serve Him as best you can  

(7)  With what strength you do have  

(8)  While you’re waiting.   

 

b.  If you’re in need –  

(i)  And you’ve prayed,  

(a)  And looked for work,  

(b)  But the Lord hasn’t provided –  

 

(ii)  It’s not because you don’t have enough faith.   

(a)  The Lord has brought you into this situation  

(b)  To teach you something you need to know.   

(c)  You need to wait on Him as well.   

(1)  Make sure you’re seeking Him first,  

(2)  And being faithful in your giving:   

(3)  If you are faithful to put Him first,  

(4)  He will be faithful to provide for your needs  

(5)  As He promised He would.   

 

(iii)  He may not give you riches,  

(a)  Because He knows they will destroy you,  

(b)  But He will take care of you  

(c)  As He promised.   

 

(iv)  And so be content with His will:   

(a)  Trust Him,  

(b)  He has a good purpose,  

(c)  And He will show you  

(d)  What that is in His time.  Amen.   
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