
“Why We Believe Truth Is Important” 

(2 Peter 3:14-18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  As Peter considers the future –  

a.  The Day of Judgment,  

b.  The destruction of the old heavens and earth  

c.  And the bringing in of the new –  

 

2.  He exhorts his readers –  

a.  And by God’s will  

b.  Every believer from that time forward –  

(i)  To what is most important  

(ii)  If we are to see that paradise –  

(iii)  The one overarching goal of the Christian life:   

(a)  That in the end  

(b)  We are found in Christ  

(c)  Having peace with God and one another  

(d)  Clothed with His spotless righteousness  

(e)  Cleansed from all our sins.   

 

(iv)  I think we can all agree  

(v)  That this is the most important.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning we saw how we are to do this –  

a.  The only way we can  

b.  The only way God has provided –  

c.  And that is through the Gospel:   

(i)  You must trust Jesus  

(ii)  To forgive your sins  

(iii)  And to give you His perfect record of obedience;  

(iv)  You must turn from your sins  

(v)  And obey Him;  

(vi)  You must have His life being formed in you  

(vii)  As the evidence that you have truly believed –  

(viii)  Or you will perish.   

 

d.  To do this –  

(i)  You must hear and understand the Gospel  

(ii)  And you must respond to it.   

 

2.  Peter reminds us this evening  
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a.  That you must hear the true Gospel.   

b.  Sadly, there were many in his day who distorted it.   

c.  What was true of his day  

(i)  Is much more true of ours:   

(ii)  There are many false teachers  

(iii)  Equipped with false Gospels,  

(iv)  And so we need to beware.   

 

3.  What I want us to consider this evening  

a.  Is why we should value truth,  

b.  And that in two areas:   

(i)  The Gospel narrowly considered,  

(ii)  And the Bible more broadly considered.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, the Gospel narrowly considered.   

1.  I won’t spend much time on this  

a.  Because we’re already pretty familiar with its importance.   

b.  Why is it important that we preserve the truth of the Gospel?   

(i)  Because without it, we’re lost –  

(ii)  We’re condemned to hell forever  

(iii)  For our sins –  

(iv)  Again, as we saw this morning.   

 

2.  The Gospel is a collection  

a.  Of certain basic truths  

b.  That thankfully are so clearly taught in Scripture  

c.  That there really can’t be any question about them.   

(i)  That God – the Triune God –  

(ii)  Sent His Son into the world –  

(iii)  The eternal Son of God became a man,  

(iv)  Without ceasing to be God;  

(v)  He was born of a Virgin –  

(vi)  To live a perfect life – according to God’s righteous standard –  

(vii)  And to die an atoning death –  

(viii)  To satisfy God’s justice –  

(ix)  So that whoever believes in Him –  

(x)  Trusts in Him alone for their salvation –  

(xi)  Would not perish in hell forever –  

(xii)  For their sins and Adam’s –  

(xiii)  But have eternal life –  

(xiv)  That they would live a holy life on earth  

(xv)  And forever with God in heaven  

(xvi)  And then the new heavens and earth.   

 

d.  The only other thing we might add  
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(i)  Is the belief that the Bible is God’s Word.   

(ii)  If we don’t believe that,  

(iii)  We have no basis to believe  

(iv)  Anything else regarding God’s plan of salvation.   

 

e.  You need to believe these things are true,  

(i)  And you actually have to trust Jesus Christ  

(ii)  Alone to save you from your sins.   

 

f.  If you don’t believe any one of these things:   

(i)  If you reject the Trinity,  

(a)  Or the two natures of Christ, as the JWs,  

(b)  If you believe there is more than one God,  

(c)  Or reject the Bible as the only source of authority, as the Mormons,  

(d)  If you believe the Bible is full of errors,  

(e)  Or becomes the Word of God only as it speaks to you,  

(f)  As the neo orthodox,  

(g)  If you believe that you’re saved through your works,  

(h)  As the JWs, Mormons, and some Arminians,  

(i)  Or through baptism, as the Church of Christ,  

(j)  Or deny the Virgin Birth, as the liberals,  

(k)  You can’t be saved.   

 

(ii)  You have another god,  

(a)  Another Christ,  

(b)  Another way of salvation.   

 

(iii)  You must believe the truth  

(a)  To be saved.   

(b)  That much is clear.   

(c)  The Gospel is something  

(d)  You can’t afford to be wrong about.   

 

B.  What about the Bible more broadly considered?   

1.  Does it matter whether you understand it correctly  

a.  As long as you get the Gospel right?   

b.  Of course it matters.   

c.  Everything God says makes a difference  

d.  In one area or another.   

 

2.  Think about this for a minute:   

a.  Why did God take such great care  

(i)  That every word in Scripture  

(ii)  Be exactly what He wanted it to be?   

(iii)  Paul builds an argument  

(a)  On the fact that a word in Scripture is in the singular.   
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(b)  “Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does 

not say, ‘And to seeds,’ as referring to many, but rather to one, ‘And to 

your seed,’ that is, Christ” (Gal. 3:16).   

(c)  The only way he could do this  

(d)  Is if every word was precisely what God intended.   

 

(iv)  Why would God be so careful  

(a)  With the exact wording  

(b)  If what is taught by those words isn’t that important?   

 

b.  Why did He take such great care  

(i)  That His Word be copied so carefully  

(ii)  Throughout all the centuries  

(iii)  If truth wasn’t important to Him?   

(a)  The variation between the thousands of manuscripts  

(b)  Is so much less than other ancient works  

(c)  Because God was taking care  

(d)  To make sure the Word came down to us  

(e)  Precisely as He intended.   

(f)  Why would He do this  

(g)  If all His truth isn’t important?   

 

c.  It’s true that the Gospel is the most important –  

(i)  If you get this wrong,  

(ii)  You won’t make it to heaven –  

(iii)  But does that make the rest unimportant?   

(a)  No!  Anywhere we vary from God’s truth  

(b)  Will dishonor God,  

(c)  Will hurt us in some way,  

(d)  And will also hurt others.   

 

d.  What if we’re wrong  

(i)  About the continuance of the Ten Commandments –  

(ii)  As many today are –  

(iii)  Who believe the Ten Commandments no longer apply  

(iv)  Because we’re in the New Covenant.   

(v)  How will that affect us?   

(a)  If we don’t obey them at all  

(1)  Can we really believe ourselves to be saved.   

(2)  The Lord tells us through Paul  

(3)  That the Spirit fulfills the requirement of the Law in us –  

(4)  He works in our hearts  

(5)  To give us love for the Law  

(6)  So that we instinctively obey it (8:4; 2:14).   

(7)  If we don’t keep them  

(8)  What does that say about us?   
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(b)  If we do, by the Spirit,  

(1)  Obey the greatest commandments,  

(2)  To love God and our neighbor,  

(3)  We won’t go as far afield.   

(4)  We’d still be doing something of what God commands.   

 

(c)  But we won’t though have as full an understanding  

(1)  As we might otherwise have  

(2)  Of how to love God and our neighbor.   

(3)  And to the extent that we don’t  

(4)  We will be dishonoring God,  

(5)  Hurting ourselves,  

(6)  And others we lead to believe  

(7)  The same thing we believe.   

 

e.  Many who hold this conviction  

(i)  Also believe the fourth commandment  

(ii)  Isn’t still binding in the New Covenant.   

(a)  If you believe and practice this  

(b)  But it’s true that the commandment continues,  

(c)  Then won’t you be dishonoring God  

(d)  Every time you say or do something  

(e)  That God forbids on His holy day,  

(f)  Or don’t do what He commands?   

(g)  And won’t your example  

(h)  Encourage others to do the same  

(i)  And so injure them,  

(j)  And further dishonor God?   

 

f.  What if you don’t understand  

(i)  What God says in His Word  

(ii)  About how He would be worshipped?   

(a)  What if you take the Lutheran or broad Evangelical view  

(b)  That whatever isn’t forbidden is allowed?   

(c)  And what if you’re wrong?   

(1)  Each week, when you gather for worship,  

(2)  You will do things that dishonor God.   

 

(d)  Just because you want to please Him  

(1)  Doesn’t mean you really are pleasing Him.   

(2)  Nadab and Abihu, Aaron’s two sons,  

(3)  Offered a mixture of incense on His altar  

(4)  That God didn’t command  

(5)  And the Lord killed them instantly (Lev. 10:1-2).   

(6)  That should at least make us stop and think  
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(7)  Whether God is pleased  

(8)  When we do things in worship  

(9)  That He hasn’t told us to in Scripture.   

 

g.  We’ve been looking at the different millennial positions lately.   

(i)  Does it matter which position you hold?   

(ii)  It doesn’t with regard to your salvation.   

(iii)  But what about for your well being  

(iv)  And God’s glory?   

(v)  It does affect a couple of things:   

(a)  Your level of optimism for one.   

(1)  What difference does that make?   

(2)  It might make little,  

(3)  Or it might make much.   

 

(b)  What you believe regarding what  

(1)  God has promised to do in the future  

(2)  Will certainly affect your prayers.   

(3)  Should you pray that all the nations be discipled,  

(4)  That all men everywhere submit to God’s Law,  

(5)  That God’s blessings advance in the world  

(6)  If He has nowhere promised  

(7)  That He’s intending to do these things?   

 

(c)  Should you expect that God  

(1)  Will answer a pray like that?   

(2)  Can you pray in faith?   

(3)  The only way I’m aware  

(4)  That you can pray in faith  

(5)  Is if the Lord give you a specific promise  

(6)  To hold onto – with which to wrestle with Him in prayer.   

 

(d)  Can we go out  

(1)  With the expectation we should have in faith  

(2)  That the kingdom will advance –  

(3)  The same kind of expectation  

(4)  The apostles appeared to have?   

 

(e)  If God has in fact promised to do these things  

(1)  But we don’t see that He has  

(2)  Can we have the kind of boldness and expectancy  

(3)  That He wants us to have,  

(4)  If He has in fact promised  

(5)  To do great things in this world?   

 

h.  Every truth of God  
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(i)  Makes a difference,  

(a)  In what we believe,  

(b)  How we pray,  

(c)  And how we live,  

 

(ii)  Which is why it’s important  

(a)  That we understand, believe and embrace  

(b)  God’s truth as purely as possible.   

 

(iii)  Everywhere we’re off,  

(a)  We’re going to offend Him in some way.   

(b)  Every place we’re wrong,  

(c)  We’re going to hurt ourselves in some way.   

(d)  Everything we say to others that isn’t right  

(e)  Is going to lead them astray to some degree.   

 

(iv)  Don’t forget as well,  

(a)  No one has all the truth.   

(b)  Not all truth is equally as important.   

(c)  God is merciful.   

 

(v)  God’s truth is precious.   

(a)  Make sure you hold onto what you have,   

(b)  Especially the Gospel.   

(c)  God’s honor,  

(d)  Your wellbeing  

(e)  And the wellbeing of others  

(f)  Depends on it.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


