
“Why We Believe There Is No Hope Apart from the Gospel” 

(Acts 4:12) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  What is one of the most difficult things  

a.  Jesus calls us to do as Christians?   

b.  If we take a close look at our own lives  

c.  We know one of those things is certainly evangelism.   

 

2.  It’s hard to tell others about Jesus Christ  

a.  When you know how many are going to respond.   

(i)  Sometimes we value relationships so highly  

(ii)  That we don’t want to do anything  

(iii)  That will threaten them.   

 

b.  It’s also hard because people get angry  

(i)  When you tell them they need to repent of their sins  

(ii)  And believe and submit to Jesus Christ.   

(iii)  That’s asking a lot –  

(iv)  Most people don’t want to do it,  

(v)  Which makes things worse when they understand  

(vi)  That if they don’t, they will eventually arrive in hell.   

 

c.  No one likes conflict, and evangelizing almost always invites it.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  But what do we see in our passage?   

a.  We see the disciples evangelizing the Jewish people.   

(i)  We see them evangelizing the Jewish leaders  

(ii)  After they were arrested  

(iii)  Even though it certainly meant  

(iv)  Further conflict and persecution.   

 

b.  Why were they willing to do this  

(i)  Before the same people  

(ii)  And the same leaders  

(iii)  Who had crucified Jesus only a few months earlier –  

(iv)  Especially since there was the very real possibility  

(v)  That they would do the same to them?   

 

c.  For one thing,  

(i)  Jesus commanded them to do this.   

(ii)  When the Lord of the universe tells you to do something  
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(iii)  You do it,  

(iv)  Especially if you love Him.   

 

d.  But why did Jesus command them to do this?   

(i)  And why did He want them to continue to preach the Gospel  

(ii)  Until the whole world had heard?   

(iii)  It’s because this was the only way of salvation –  

(iv)  The only hope for the world.   

 

2.  To understand  

a.  That this is true,  

b.  We need to understand our situation  

c.  Apart from God’s grace.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  The Bible says God originally made man good –  

1.  He made him in His own image,  

a.  Which meant among other things  

b.  That man shared God’s love  

c.  For what is morally good.   

 

2.  He gave man a perfect place to live,  

a.  And everything he needed  

b.  To glorify and serve Him.   

 

3.  God even appears to have come  

a.  To spend time with the man  

b.  And to have fellowship with him.   

 

4.  But things didn’t stay this way.    

a.  The Lord had determined to test  

(i)  The whole human race at once  

(ii)  Through this man.   

(iii)  He was the head of humanity –  

(a)  The father of all mankind –  

(b)  And his decision in this test  

(c)  Would determine whether he and all his children  

(d)  Would be confirmed forever in his current condition  

(e)  And live forever in paradise with God,  

(f)  Or fall from that happy condition  

(g)  And be alienated from Him.   

 

b.  The test was simple:   

(i)  He gave him permission to eat  

(a)  From any tree in the garden,  

(b)  Except for one.   
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(c)  All he had to do was not to eat of the tree,  

(d)  No matter what.   

 

(ii)  God even warned him  

(a)  What would happen if he did:   

(b)  He would die and all his children.   

 

c.  Now the Lord already knew  

(i)  What the man would do –  

(ii)  That he would disobey Him  

(iii)  And fall away –  

(iv)  And He already knew  

(v)  What He was going to do in return.   

 

d.  And you know what happened:   

(i)  The Lord allowed the man to be tempted,  

(a)  Adam disobeyed God  

(b)  And fell away.   

 

(ii)  When he did,  

(a)  He immediately became guilty and sinful,  

(b)  All of his children became guilty and sinful,  

(c)  A curse came on all the creation,  

(d)  And all the war, disease, suffering, and death  

(e)  We see and have seen throughout the centuries  

(f)  Were the result.   

 

e.  That’s not the worst of it.   

(i)  Not only did all this come on the human race,  

(a)  But all mankind also became liable to God’s justice.  

(b)  The Bible says, Whoever disobeys God shall surely die.   

(c)  Man would return to the dust  

(d)  As we see all men do.   

(e)  But he would also die eternally.   

 

(ii)  The Bible says the soul continues after death ;  

(a)  Everyone who dies is still conscious  

(1)  Of who they are,  

(2)  And what they’ve done.   

(3)  They’re aware of where they are  

(4)  And their condition –  

(5)  Whether they’re experiencing pleasure or pain.   

 

(b)  Those who die in their sins –  

(1)  Who are still guilty of their crimes against God –  

(2)  Must pay for those crimes.   
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(c)  God is just – He can’t overlook sin,  

(1)  He must punish it.   

(2)  But there is no punishment a man can endure  

(3)  That can ever satisfy for the crimes he’s committed  

(4)  Against an infinite God.   

 

(d)  And so the punishment must be severe,  

(1)  And it must go on forever.   

(2)  That’s what hell is all about.   

 

(e)  Hell is a place of suffering,  

(1)  A place where the soul is tormented,  

(2)  A place of darkness,  

(3)  Of tears and grinding of teeth,  

(4)  A place where the suffering goes on forever,  

(5)  From which there is no escape.   

(6)  A place of utter despair and hopelessness.   

(7)  This is where you and I would go  

(8)  For our sins, but for God’s mercy  

(9)  Through the Gospel.   

 

B.  The Gospel brings hope.   

1.  The word means “good news,”  

a.  And it is good news!   

(i)  Everyone was on their way to hell  

(ii)  And had no hope.   

(iii)  But God did something about it.   

(a)  While we were still alienated from Him  

(b)  And His enemies because of ours sins,  

(c)  God sent His Son into the world  

(d)  To provide a way of escape.   

 

(iv)  Jesus did everything that was necessary to save us:   

(a)  He lived a perfect life.   

(b)  He took the death sentence on Himself  

(c)  And suffered and died on the cross,  

(d)  So that if we would trust Him  

(e)  We would not perish forever in hell,  

(f)  But be brought safely to heaven.   

(g)  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life” 

(John 3:16).   

 

(v)  Man rebelled against God  

(a)  And so man had to pay.   
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(b)  Jesus became a man  

(c)  And made that payment.   

 

(vi)  The debt we owed to God’s justice  

(a)  Was greater than any of us could pay –  

(b)  It was infinitely great.   

(c)  And so One who is infinite  

(d)  Became a man to pay that debt.   

 

(vii)  The Gospel is the message  

(a)  Of what God has done through His Son  

(b)  To provide salvation for sinful man.   

 

b.  The point of what Peter preached  

(i)  To those Jewish leaders is this:   

(ii)  Jesus is the way God has provided –  

(iii)  The only way – to save man.   

(iv)  “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 

heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” 

(4:12).   

 

2.  This is what you need to see this morning.   

a.  All mankind is sinful and guilty.   

(i)  You have sinned and fallen short.   

(ii)  You came into this world  

(iii)  Under the sentence of eternal death –  

(iv)  Under the sentence of hell.   

(v)  You will be cast into the fiery darkness forever  

(vi)  On the day of judgment  

(vii)  Unless you take this one way out.   

 

b.  It’s very common today  

(i)  To treat everyone’s religion as equal.   

(ii)  So many believe  

(a)  The world’s religions are like many spokes  

(1)  That all lead to the same God.   

(2)  You can take the way of Islam,  

(3)  Or of Mormonism,  

(4)  Or the Jehovah’s Witnesses;  

(5)  You can be a faithful Buddhist  

(6)  Or Hindu,  

(7)  Or worship trees and rocks;  

(8)  It doesn’t matter:   

(9)  God will still accept you.   

 

(b)  Many today say  
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(1)  You don’t need religion at all.  

(2)  Even the atheist will be saved –  

(3)  God is planning to save everyone eventually.   

 

(c)  There are countless people in hell right now  

(1)  Who believed the same thing.   

(2)  But they don’t anymore.   

 

c.  Do you think God would have put His Son  

(i)  Through such a horrible death  

(ii)  If salvation could have come in any other way?   

 

d.  Would He have sent Jesus  

(i)  To live among those who would hate Him?   

(ii)  Would He have Him betrayed,  

(iii)  Put on trial and condemned publicly?   

(iv)  Would He have His back ripped open,  

(v)  His face beaten,  

(vi)  His head bloodied by a crown of thorns?   

(vii)  Would He allow Him to go through public humiliation?   

(viii)  Would He have laid the sins of His people  

(ix)  To His charge on the cross  

(x)  And then punish Him for them,  

(xi)  If He was intending  

(xii)  To allow people to come in any other way?   

 

e.  The reason Peter preached to the people and leaders of Israel,  

(i)  The reason Paul evangelized the whole Roman empire  

(ii)  And suffered so many things  

(iii)  At the hands of the Jews and Gentiles,  

(iv)  The reason why so many believers  

(a)  Have given their lives  

(b)  To get the Gospel out  

(c)  To people in their own land  

(d)  As well as in foreign countries,  

 

(v)  Is because of what Peter says in our passage this morning,  

(vi)  “And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under 

heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” 

(4:12).   

 

f.  Jesus is the only way of salvation.   

(i)  If you don’t believe that, you will perish.   

(ii)  If you don’t trust Him,  

(a)  And turn from all the things you do  

(b)  That are against His commands –  
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(c)  If you don’t repent –  

(d)  You will perish.   

 

(iii)  But the good news is  

(a)  If you will trust Him,  

(1)  If you will turn from your rebellion,  

(2)  If you will give your life to Him  

(3)  To follow and serve Him all your days  

(4)  From the heart,  

 

(b)  He will save you –  

(1)  He will forgive you of all sins  

(2)  Past, present and future.   

(3)  He will do better than give you a clean slate,  

(4)  He will give you a perfect record of obedience –  

(5)  His own obedience –  

(6)  And He will give you a perfect place to live  

(7)  In perfect love and happiness  

(8)  Where He will take care of you  

(9)  For the rest of time.   

(10)  He will love you as His own son and daughter.   

 

(c)  That is good news  

(1)  And I hope you will receive it this morning  

(2)  By receiving Jesus  

(3)  As both your Lord and Savior.   

 

(iv)  For those of you who won’t, remember,  

(a)  You might be able to convince yourself  

(1)  That you are alright with God,  

(2)  Or that God doesn’t exist.   

 

(b)  But a day is coming  

(1)  When you will see for yourself  

(2)  And on that day, you’ll be very sorry  

(3)  That you didn’t listen  

(4)  And trust Him while you could.   

 

(c)  Don’t let that happen to you.   

(1)  Trust Him now.   

(2)  He offers to save you now.   

(3)  He will save you,  

(4)  If you will only come to Him.   

(5)  May God grant that you would.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


