
“Why We Believe the Second Coming Won’t Be Premillennial” 

(Revelation 20) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered  

a.  That Mark 13 doesn’t deal with the future,  

b.  But with past:  God’s judgment on Israel  

c.  For rejecting His Messiah.   

 

2.  The idea that these events are yet future  

a.  And involve Israel  

b.  Are part of a system of belief  

c.  Called Dispensationalism.   

 

3.  Dispensationalism is perhaps  

a.  The main view held by Evangelicals today.   

b.  But as we should know by now  

(i)  Just because many or most people  

(ii)  Believe something, doesn’t make it true.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  We’ve already critiqued their view of Mark 13,  

a.  This evening, let’s consider  

b.  Another view they hold, called Premillennialism.   

(i)  I’m not wanting to pick on Dispensationalists;  

(ii)  It’s just that they’re the particular part of the church  

(iii)  We happen to have the strongest disagreements with on these issues.   

 

2.  Tonight, let’s look at three things:   

a.  What the Millennium is.   

b.  What the differences of opinion are on the Millennium.   

c.  And why we believe that the Second Coming of Jesus Christ can’t be 

Premillennial.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider what the Millennium is.   

1.  The word itself means 1000.   

a.  It refers to the 1000 years we see in our text.   

b.  Verse 2, “And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil 

and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.”   

c.  Verse 3, “And he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, 

so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years 

were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.”  
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d.  Verse 4, “And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of 

their testimony of Jesus and because of the word of God, and those who had 

not worshiped the beast or his image, and had not received the mark on their 

forehead and on their hand; and they came to life and reigned with Christ for 

a thousand years.”   

e.  Verse 5, “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years 

were completed.”   

f.  Verse 6, “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; 

over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and 

of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”   

g.  Verse 7, “When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released 

from his prison.”   

 

2.  Do we believe in a Millennium?  Yes.   

a.  Anyone who believes the Bible  

b.  Must believe in the Millennium.   

 

B.  Where do we disagree?   

1.  There are, as you might imagine, several areas.   

a.  I’ll explain the different opinions  

b.  Before telling you where we should stand and why.   

 

2.  One area is on the character of the Millennium:   

a.  There are basically two camps:   

(i)  Those who see it as a time of great struggle.   

(ii)  Those who see it as a time of great blessing.   

 

b.  Some believe it’s the time of warfare between the two kingdoms –  

(i)  The kingdom of God and the kingdom of Satan –  

(ii)  A neck and neck battle  

(iii)  Where sometimes one gains ground  

(iv)  And other times the other does.   

(v)  Toward the end, the kingdom of God will lose ground,  

(vi)  But be rescued by Jesus at His Second Coming.   

 

c.  Others believe it’s the time of Christ’s victory.   

(i)  That the two kingdoms war,  

(ii)  But that the kingdom of God will –  

(iii)  By God’s grace – become so powerful  

(iv)  That everyone will submit to the rule of Christ,  

(v)  Ushering in a time of worldwide peace and prosperity.   

 

d.  Dispensationalists believe the Millennium  

(i)  Will be essentially Jewish in nature –  

(ii)  Where the Lord fulfills His promises to Israel  

(iii)  That He had not fulfilled during human history.   



3 

 

e.  But there are others who believe  

(i)  It will be God’s fulfillment  

(ii)  Of His promises to His church –  

(iii)  To those who have trusted Jesus Christ  

(iv)  And lived for His glory.   

 

3.  Another area of disagreement is the duration of the Millennium.   

a.  You might think that this would be one area  

(i)  Where all would agree.   

(ii)  After all, how difficult is it  

(iii)  To interpret the words, a thousand years?    

 

b.  It wouldn’t be so difficult,  

(i)  Except that they happen to appear  

(ii)  In a visionary and prophetic passage  

(iii)  Which is highly symbolic.   

 

c.  The rules of interpretation  

(i)  For visionary language tell us  

(ii)  That we should only understand these figures as literal  

(iii)  If the context compels us to.   

 

d.  There are several indications in the passage  

(i)  That the 1000 years are symbolic  

(ii)  Of a period that is much longer:   

(iii)  1000 being a perfect number of completeness.   

 

4.  Still one more area of disagreement is when the Millennium takes place.   

a.  That’s what’s behind all these terms – Premil, Amil, and Postmil.   

b.  Premils believe that it will take place after Jesus returns.   

(i)  When He comes, He will usher in a time of great blessing –  

(ii)  Of peace and prosperity for the whole world –  

(iii)  Under His direct rule.   

 

c.  Amils and Postmils believe  

(i)  That the 1000 years take place  

(ii)  Before He comes again –  

(iii)  Between His first and second coming –  

(iv)  That we are now living in the Millennium.   

 

d.  Now before you become too excited –  

(i)  Either by the fact that we are now living in the Millennium,  

(ii)  Or by the fact that you though the Millennium  

(iii)  Would be better than this –  

(iv)  Realize that Amils and Postmils  
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(v)  Are divided on this last point.   

(a)  Amils – which literally means no Millennium –  

(1)  Believe there will be no golden age on earth  

(2)  Before Jesus returns.   

 

(b)  Postmils, on the other hand,  

(1)  Believe there will be –  

(2)  Not a distinctly Jewish Millennium – 

(3)  As Dispensationalists believe –  

(4)  But a time of world-wide peace and prosperity  

(5)  As the nations all bow the knee to Jesus  

(6)  And walk in His ways,  

(7)  Again, before He comes again.   

 

5.  Where do we stand on the character of the Millennium?   

a.  Is it a struggle all the way through,  

b.  Or will there be a time of peace and prosperity?   

c.  Our denomination in general,  

(i)  And our church in particular,  

(ii)  Are divided on that issue.   

(iii)  Some believe one, and some the other.   

(iv)  That will be a subject for another sermon.   

 

d.  What about the duration of the Millennium?   

(i)  Here, we’re relatively united,  

(ii)  Seeing the number as symbolic.   

(iii)  We don’t know how long,  

(iv)  But we believe it’s longer than 1000 years.   

(a)  It begins with the binding of Satan –  

(b)  “And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil 

and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years” (v. 2) –  

(c)  And ends with his loosing just prior to Christ’s return –  

(d)  “When the thousand years are completed, Satan will be released from 

his prison, and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the 

four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together for 

the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore.  And they 

came up on the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the 

saints and the beloved city, and fire came down from heaven and 

devoured them” (vv. 7-9).   

(e)  Then comes the final judgment:  “Then I saw a great white throne . . .” 

(v. 11).   

(f)  Jesus bound Satan in His earthly ministry:  “But if I cast out demons 

by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.  Or 

how can anyone enter the strong man's house and carry off his 

property, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he will plunder 

his house” (Matt. 12:28-29).   
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(g)  When He returns, He will return in flaming fire to bring judgment:  

“For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who 

afflict you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well 

when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty 

angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know 

God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus” (2 

Thes. 1:6-8).   

(h)  “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with 

Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be 

gathered before Him” (Matt. 25:31-32).   

(i)  The time from His first coming to the second,  

(j)  Has already been almost 2000 years.   

(k)  If the Millennium is the time between  

(l)  It’s already been more than a thousand years.   

 

(v)  I said we’re relatively united.   

(a)  There are a few Premillennialists in our denomination  

(b)  Though none of them are Dispensationalists.   

(c)  They believe the thousand years are years of prosperity  

(d)  That come after Jesus returns,  

(e)  But they don’t believe the thousands years  

(f)  Will be distinctively Jewish.   

 

C.   That brings us to the last point:  Can the Millennium come after Jesus’ return?  

Can the Second Coming be Premillennial?   

1.  It can’t for the following reason:   

a.  When He returns  

(i)  He will put a definitive end  

(ii)  To the world as we know it.   

(iii)  There can’t be an additional 1000 years  

(iv)  Following His coming.   

 

b.  When He comes, several things will take place:   

(i)  He will raise all the dead,  

(ii)  He will translate all the living,  

(iii)  He will gather everyone for the final judgment,  

(iv)  The final separation will take place,  

(v)  He will set the present creation free from its corruption,  

(vi)  And He will bring in the new heavens and earth.   

 

c.  If all this happens when He comes again,  

(i)  There can’t be 1000 years of peace and prosperity that follows:   

(ii)  The world as we know it will be gone,  

(iii)  And everyone will be either in the new heavens and earth  

(iv)  Or the lake of fire.   
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2.  Let’s briefly see each one:   

a.  First, when He comes, He will raise all the dead:   

(i)  The Bible refers to this event as the resurrection:   

(a)  The Sadducees ask regarding the woman married to the seven 

brothers,  

(b)  “In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife of the seven will she be?  

For they all had married her” (Matt. 22:28).   

 

(ii)  Since there is only one,  

(a)  They don’t need to be distinguished.   

(b)  At the resurrection, all will be raised to judgment:   

(c)  Jesus says, “An hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will 

hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a 

resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a 

resurrection of judgment” (John 5:28-29).   

 

b.  On the day He comes to raise the dead,  

(i)  He will also translate the living,  

(ii)  “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ 

will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 

shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thes. 4:16-17).   

 

c.  The reason He raises the dead and translates the living  

(i)  Is to bring everyone together for one final judgment:   

(ii)  “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with 

Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne.  All the nations will be 

gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the 

shepherd separates the sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep on 

His right, and the goats on the left” (Matt. 25:31-33).   

(iii)  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each 

one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he 

has done, whether good or bad” (2 Cor. 5:10).   

(iv)  Throughout Scripture, it is called “the judgment.”   

(v)  “The men of Nineveh will stand up with this generation at the judgment, 

and will condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and 

behold, something greater than Jonah is here” (Matt. 12:41).  

(vi)  There is only one of these as well.   

 

d.  After the judgment, will be the final separation:   

(i)  “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are 

blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 

foundation of the world” (Matt. 25:34).   
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(ii)  “Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed 

ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his 

angels’” (v. 41).   

(iii)  “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 

eternal life” (v. 46).   

 

e.  At the time He raises the dead,  

(i)  He will also set the present creation free from its slavery to corruption,  

(ii)  “For the anxious longing of the creation waits eagerly for the revealing 

of the sons of God.  For the creation was subjected to futility, not 

willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope that the creation 

itself also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of 

the glory of the children of God” (Rom. 8:19-21).   

(iii)  “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens 

will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense 

heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.  Since all these things 

are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy 

conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of 

God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the 

elements will melt with intense heat!”   But according to His promise we 

are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness 

dwells (2 Pet. 3:10-13).   

 

f.  If it’s true that when Jesus returns,  

(i)  The dead are all raised,  

(ii)  The living are all translated,  

(iii)  Everyone is judged,  

(iv)  The final separation takes place,  

(v)  The old creation is destroyed,  

(vi)  The new heavens and earth come in their place,  

(vii)  And everyone is either in the new heavens and earth or the lake of fire,  

(viii)  There can’t be 1000 years that follow:   

(ix)  Premillennialism can’t be the right view.   

 

g.  That leaves only the Amil and Postmil positions: 

(i)  Either the two kingdoms will struggle neck and neck  

(a)  To the Second Coming,  

(b)  Or the kingdom of God will triumph in this world  

(c)  Before Jesus returns.   

 

(ii)  If the latter is true  

(a)  Then His return is still a long ways off,  

(b)  And we still have much to do.   

(c)  We’ll consider this next time.   

 

h.  But for now, let’s consider this:   
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(i)  When Jesus returns,  

(a)  There won’t be time to repent  

(b)  During a seven year tribulation period.   

 

(ii)  When Jesus returns, there is s definitive end  

(a)  To the world as we know it.   

(b)  There will be judgment,  

(c)  There will be the final separation.   

 

(iii)  Make sure you’re ready –  

(a)  That you’re trusting Jesus  

(b)  And will be numbered with His sheep.   

 

(iv)  Don’t forget whether His coming is near or far,  

(a)  He can always come for you  

(b)  At a time when you’re not expecting.   

(c)  None of us knows the time of our death,  

(d)  And so we must be ready at all times.   

 

(v)  Trust in the Lord,  

(a)  Turn from your sins,  

(b)  And you will be ready to meet Him.  Amen.   
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