
“Why We Believe in the Second Coming” 

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  As we’ve been looking at the passages  

a.  That have to do with the coming of Christ in 70 AD  

b.  In judgment against the Jews  

c.  The question may have been raised in some of your minds:   

 

2.  If these passages all have to do with 70 AD,  

a.  Is there anything in the Bible  

b.  That speaks directly about the Second Coming,  

c.  And if there is, how can you tell the difference?   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  That’s the question I’d like to look at this evening,  

2.  By answering these four questions:   

a.  Why should you believe in the Second Coming of Christ?   

b.  What will happen when Jesus comes again?  Or, which is the same thing, 

how can you tell which passages speak about the Second Coming?   

c.  Why should you believe the Second Coming is still future?   

d.  What should you look for that will tell you the Second Coming is near?   

 

3.  As you look at these things  

a.  You may gain a stronger conviction  

b.  That the passages we looked at earlier regarding 70 AD  

c.  Really are talking about 70 AD.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, why should you believe in the Second Coming of Jesus Christ?   

1.  Let’s make sure first  

a.  That we understand what we’re talking about  

b.  When we’re talking about the Second Coming.   

c.  When Jesus became incarnate –  

(i)  When He became a man,  

(ii)  When He took your nature,  

(iii)  To obey and to die in your place,  

(iv)  To be buried and to rise again for you –  

(v)  That was His first coming.   

 

d.  In the Second Coming  

(i)  Jesus will return bodily to the earth  

(ii)  To set in motion a series of events  
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(iii)  That will end with the Eternal State.   

(a)  He will raise the dead,  

(b)  Translate the living,  

(c)  Bring the final judgment and separation,  

(d)  And renovate the present heaven and earth  

(e)  To bring in the new.   

 

2.  Now why should you believe this is going to happen?   

a.  For the same reason you believe many of the things you do  

(i)  About the Christian Faith:  because the Bible says it!   

(ii)  The Bible is your rule of practice –  

(a)  It tells you how to live to the glory of God,  

(b)  It tells you how to please the One you love so dearly.   

(c)  We saw how to do that this morning –  

(d)  Live as Jesus would if He was in your place.   

 

(iii)  But it’s also your rule of faith –  

(a)  It tells you what you should believe concerning yourself  

(b)  And particularly God –  

(c)  Who He is,  

(d)  What He has done  

(e)  And what He intends to do.   

 

b.  You should believe in the Second Coming  

(i)  Because that’s what God says is going to happen in His Word.   

(ii)  Paul tells us as much in our passage, “For the Lord Himself will descend 

from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the 

trumpet of God” (v. 16).   

(iii)  The angels told the disciples at His ascension, “This Jesus, who has been 

taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you 

have watched Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).   

(iv)  We’re going to look at a few more passages in the coming points,  

(v)  So this should be enough for now.   

(vi)  The Bible teaches the Second Coming.   

 

B.  Second, what’s going to happen when Jesus comes again?   

1.  The answer to this question is the same as how can you know which passages 

speak about the Second Coming?   

a.  Sometimes it seems confusing.   

b.  After all, the passages we looked at regarding  

(i)  Jesus’ coming to judge Israel  

(ii)  Have several of the same images as the Second Coming –  

(a)  His coming on a cloud,  

(b)  Changes in the heavens,  

(c)  The involvement of angels,  

(d)  The gathering together of His elect.   
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(iii)  These images are common in judgment passages.   

(a)  How can we tell if a passage  

(b)  Is speaking about 70 AD or the Second Coming?   

 

c.  The simple answer is,  

(i)  If the passages include the things  

(ii)  You know Jesus will bring about at His Second Coming –  

(iii)  Those that bring an end to the present world –  

(iv)  Then those passages are talking about the Second Coming.   

(v)  If they don’t, then they’re likely not.   

 

d.  What are those things?   

(i)  I already mentioned a number of them:   

(ii)  He will raise all the dead,  

(iii)  Translate all the living,  

(iv)  Enact the final judgment and separation of all men,  

(v)  And renovate the present heaven and earth  

(vi)  Bringing in the new creation.   

 

2.  First, when Jesus comes the second time, He will raise all the dead.   

a.  In our text, Paul was writing to comfort the Thessalonians –  

(i)  And all believers since that time –  

(ii)  Over the death of our loved ones in Christ.   

(iii)  He says you don’t need to grieve  

(a)  As others who have no hope,  

(b)  Because Jesus will bring them with Him when He returns.   

(c)  Not only that, He will raise their bodies  

(d)  And reunite them to their souls.   

(e)  When Jesus descends,  

(f)  The dead in Christ shall rise first.   

 

b.  By the way, it’s not just the dead in Christ that rise when He comes.   

(i)  Jesus tells us in John 5  

(ii)  That all the dead will be raised at the same time:   

(iii)  “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the 

tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good 

deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a 

resurrection of judgment” (vv. 28-29).   

(iv)  The reason Paul focuses on believers in our text  

(v)  Is that he was seeking to give us comfort  

(vi)  Regarding our dear departed in the Lord.   

 

c.  You’ll notice that in all the passages  

(i)  We’ve looked at dealing with 70 AD  

(ii)  There was no mention of the resurrection:   
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(a)  Not in the Olivet Discourse,  

(b)  Daniel 9:24-27,  

(c)  Or the book of Revelation,  

(d)  Up to the point that begins to deal  

(e)  With what happens after 70 AD.   

 

3.  Another difference is all the living will be caught up with the Lord.   

a.  Paul writes in our passage, “Then we who are alive and remain will be caught 

up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 

shall always be with the Lord” (v. 17).   

b.  He also writes in 1 Corinthians 15, “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not 

all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 

at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed” (vv. 51-52).   

c.  The Olivet Discourse does speak of angels gathering the elect.   

(i)  Those who want to see the Second Coming here  

(ii)  Assume that this is the angels  

(iii)  Raising the dead and gathering the living Christians.   

(a)  Perhaps because of the passage  

(b)  Having to do with Lazarus –  

(c)  When he died, the angels carried him  

(d)  To Abraham’s bosom (heaven; Luke 16:22).   

 

(iv)  But will the angels be involved  

(a)  In raising your body – if you’ve died by then –  

(1)  Or translating it – if you’re still alive when He returns?   

(2)  Are they involved with the bodies of living or dead unbelievers?   

 

(b)  We’re not really told that they are,  

(1)  But just that they convey the souls of dead believers to heaven,  

(2)  Unless what Jesus said about sending the angels  

(3)  To gather the elect has to do with this.   

(4)  The problem is, Jesus said this gathering would happen  

(5)  Before that generation passed away,  

(6)  So it can’t refer to the Second Coming  

(7)  And the translation of the living.   

 

4.  Third, when He comes again,  

a.  It will be to gather everyone to the final judgment.   

(i)  That’s why He raises all the dead  

(ii)  And translates all the living  

(iii)  So that He might gather all the nations  

(iv)  Together for the final judgment.   

(v)  Paul tells us the Day of the Lord follows the resurrection (1 Thes. 5:1-3).   

(vi)  John tells us in Revelation  

(a)  That after Jesus returns in flaming fire,  
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(b)  The dead are raised and judged (Rev. 20:9-15).   

 

(vii)  You can know a passage  

(a)  Has to do with the Second Coming  

(b)  When it has to do with the final judgment and separation.   

 

b.  In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus describes the final judgment at the end of the 

Olivet Discourse.   

(i)  Was He saying it took place in 70 AD?  No.   

(a)  Does that mean that what He said  

(b)  In the rest of the Olivet Discourse  

(c)  Had to do with the Second Coming?  Not really.   

 

(ii)  There does seem to be a definitive break  

(a)  When He begins to talk about the final judgment:  “But when the Son 

of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will 

sit on His glorious throne” (Matt. 25:31).   

(b)  Maybe He does this to distinguish the final judgment  

(c)  From the 70 AD judgment in their minds.   

(1)  He was coming to judge Israel  

(2)  But the final judgment was yet future.   

 

5.  Finally, at the Second Coming the heavens and earth will be burned up and 

renovated.   

a.  Peter tells us as much in 2 Peter 3.   

(i)  Paul tells us that at the resurrection of believers  

(ii)  The creation will be set free  

(iii)  From its bondage to corruption (Rom. 8:19-21).   

(iv)  He also says that when Jesus is revealed from heaven,  

(v)  It will be in flaming fire (2 Thes. 1:6-8).   

 

b.  Jesus speaks of changes in the heavens  

(i)  In connection with 70 AD,  

(ii)  But he says nothing of the destruction  

(iii)  Of the old heavens and earth and the bringing in of the new.   

 

c.  We already saw that He was using Old Testament imagery  

(i)  To describe the overthrow of that nation.   

(ii)  Don’t forget He said that too would take place  

(iii)  Before that generation passed away.   

 

d.  You can know the Bible is talking about the Second Coming  

(i)  When it talks about the New Heavens and the New Earth.   

(ii)  When He comes at the Second Coming,  

(iii)  He comes to put a final end to what we now see  

(iv)  To bring in the new.   
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(a)  Much more could be said about this,  

(b)  But let’s move on now to  

 

C.  Third, why should you believe the Second Coming is still future?   

1.  There are those called Full or Radical Preterists  

a.  Who believe that everything that has to do with end times  

b.  Has already been fulfilled.   

c.  They believe that Jesus’ coming in 70 AD  

(i)  Was His Second Coming,  

(ii)  The resurrection, translation and final judgment  

(iii)  Has already taken place,  

(iv)  And that we are now in the eternal state.   

 

2.  Why shouldn’t you agree with them?   

a.  Again, because of what God tells you 

b.  Will happen at the Second Coming:   

(i)  There’s no evidence of the resurrection having taken place.   

(ii)  There’s no record of people disappearing.   

(iii)  If the final judgment, separation and new creation had come  

(iv)  Then life as we know it would be over.   

(v)  That’s why we believe it’s still future.   

 

D.  Finally, what should you look for that will tell you the Second Coming is about to 

happen?   

1.  The Lord gave a detailed description  

a.  Of what would happen prior to 70 AD,  

b.  Because the disciples’ lives depended on it.   

 

2.  There doesn’t seem to be as much on what will come before the Second 

Coming,  

a.  Perhaps because the only thing you need to do to get ready for it,  

(i)  Is to make sure you’ve trusted Jesus  

(ii)  And that you’re living for His glory.   

 

b.  What we do know is this:   

(i)  Jesus is reigning now,  

(a)  And will continue to do so  

(b)  Until all His enemies are subdued under His feet (1 Cor. 15:25) –  

(c)  Until the Millennium is over (Rev. 20).   

(d)  The last enemy is death,  

(e)  Which He will conquer when He comes to raise the dead (1 Cor. 

15:26).   

 

(ii)  We also know that Satan is currently bound,  

(a)  And will continue to be bound until the Millennium is over.   

(b)  After he’s released, he will gather  
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(c)  The unconverted of all the nations together  

(d)  To attack the church (Rev. 20:7-9).   

(e)  At that point, Jesus will return.   

 

c.  So there are two possibilities:   

(i)  First, things will continue as they are until Satan is released.   

(a)  Then when things get very bad for the church,  

(b)  Jesus will return to destroy His enemies  

(c)  Just before He raises the dead and gathers the living to judgment.   

(d)  If this is the case, when you see the nations  

(e)  Turning against the church,  

(f)  Then it’s time to begin looking up.   

 

(ii)  The other possibility is  

(a)  That the kingdom will continue to grow while Satan is bound.   

(1)  That Jesus’ enemies will systematically be subdued,  

(2)  There will be a prolonged time of righteousness and blessing,  

(3)  Followed by the release of Satan,  

(4)  The persecution of the church,  

(5)  And the Second Coming.   

 

(b)  If this is how things will fall out,  

(1)  Then you should look for this glorious expansion of the kingdom  

(2)  Before Satan is released  

(3)  The church is persecuted,  

(4)  And Jesus returns to destroy His enemies  

(5)  And to wrap up the present age.   

 

(c)  However the Lord has planned it,  

(1)  It will be glorious.   

(2)  And you will be blessed forever,  

(3)  If you’re trusting Jesus,  

(4)  And living for His glory.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


