
“Why We Believe in a Triune God” 

(Matthew 28:19-20) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time, God exists,  

a.  Cause and effect –  

Whatever in cause must be in effect.   

b.  Second Law of Thermodynamics –  

(i)  Things aren’t moving up,  

(ii)  But down.   

 

2.  Read article just afterward  

a.  That pointed out more information  

b.  On DNA than originally thought  

c.  Most being directions on how to use the information.   

d.  Evolution can’t explain any of information,  

e.  But sin certainly explains loss.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening, Trinity.   

a.  Granted God exists,  

b.  What is He like?   

c.  He is many things,  

d.  Tonight consider He is Triune:   

(i)  That there is one God,  

(ii)  But three persons in the Godhead.   

 

2.  See two things:   

a.  Why important.   

b.  Biblical teaching on subject.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Why important?   

1.  First, because this what God revealed about Self in Scripture.   

a.  There are those who deny.   

b.  JWs deny Trinity.   

(i)  Believe one God – Father.   

(ii)  Jesus created being –  

(iii)  “A god” not “the God.”   

(iv)  Spirit an impersonal force.   

 

c.  Mormons believe all three persons  

Are each a separate god.   
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d.  Apostolic (AP) and UPC believe one God,  

But that all three persons really same person.   

 

2.  But second:  this teaching essential to salvation.   

a.  Are certain fundamental teachings must believe to be saved.   

(i)  Must believe in true Jesus –  

(a)  One who is God and man,  

(b)  Otherwise trusting something other than true Jesus.   

 

(ii)  Along these lines,  

(a)  Must believe Virgin birth –  

(b)  If not born of Virgin,  

(c)  Then Jesus ordinary, a man, a sinner,  

(d)  And can’t save.   

 

(iii)  Must believe in salvation by grace through faith –  

(a)  Paul says if trusting works,  

(b)  Under the curse (Gal. 3:10).   

(c)  Must be by faith alone  

(d)  That might be grace alone (Rom. 4:16).   

 

(iv)  Must believe Bible is inerrant –  

(a)  How can you receive anything as God’s truth,  

(b)  If don’t know all of it is His truth?   

 

(v)  Must also believe Trinity –  

(a)  That God is Triune –  

(b)  That is one God, and Three Persons.   

(c)  This one thing that sets true God apart  

(d)  From all other gods –  

(e)  Besides fact He alone exists.   

(f)  If don’t believe Trinity,  

(g)  Believe in false God  

(h)  That can’t save.   

 

(vi)  Now it’s true  

(a)  Might be saved  

(b)  And not fully understand this teaching.   

(c)  But also true  

(1)  That if saved,  

(2)  Spirit will bring to this conviction  

(3)  Through clear teaching of Scripture  

(4)  When exposed to it.   

 

(d)  Can’t be believer  
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(1)  If Spirit not bring you to this conviction.   

(2)  He’s come bear witness to truth,  

(3)  Not to a lie.   

(4)  Where Spirit gives life,  

(5)  Gives conviction of truth.   

(6)  Is anointing that teaches all things (1 John 2:27).   

 

B.  Now that understand this important, let’s consider why we believe this.   

1.  Again, remember teaching:   

a.  There is only one true God,  

b.  But this true God is three persons.   

c.  In this one infinite, eternal and unchangeable  

(i)  Being we call God,  

(ii)  There are three centers of consciousness,  

(iii)  Three personalities,  

(iv)  Three separate and distinct persons.   

(v)  Why do we believe this?   

 

2.  First, why do we believe there is only one God?   

a.  This easiest to show from Scripture.   

b.  But can also prove from natural revelation.   

(i)  Is it possible that space could end somewhere?   

(ii)  Does it have boundaries?   

(iii)  If not, must be infinite.   

(iv)  If infinite, what caused must also be infinite.   

(v)  But can only be one Infinite.   

(a)  Two infinites would limit each other  

(b)  And be finite by definition.   

(c)  Two finites can’t equal infinite.   

 

(vi)  Must be one,  

(vii)  And must be infinite.    

 

c.  But we have more sure word of Scripture.   

(i)  God tells us there is only one God.   

(ii)  As saw this morning  

(a)  Moses writes, “Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD is 

one!” (Deu. 6:4).   

(b)  Isaiah also writes, “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his 

Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:  ‘I am the first and I am the last, and 

there is no God besides Me’” (Isa. 44:6).   

(c)  “Do not tremble and do not be afraid; have I not long since announced 

it to you and declared it?  And you are My witnesses.  Is there any God 

besides Me, or is there any other Rock?  I know of none” (v. 8).   

(d)  “I am the LORD, and there is no other; besides Me there is no God. I 

will gird you, though you have not known Me” (45:5).   
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(e)  “Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no 

other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the 

beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, 

saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My 

good pleasure’” (46:9-10).   

 

(iii)  Here we lose Mormons –  

(a)  Who not only believe  

(b)  That Father, Son and Spirit each separate gods –  

(c)  Interesting, believe separate persons –  

(d)  But also in infinite gods.   

 

(iv)  So far, JWs, AP/UPC, and Trinitarians agree:  one God.   

 

3.  Second, why do we believe are three persons?   

a.  Where we depart is the three persons.   

(i)  JWs deny that Jesus is the God.   

(a)  Believe He is a god.   

(b)  That He is created.   

(c)  The greatest angel become man.   

(d)  That Holy Spirit impersonal force –  

(e)  Power of God sent out to accomplish His will.   

 

(ii)  AP/UPC believe  

(a)  Only one person in Godhead,  

(b)  Jesus is that person.   

(c)  He is the Father, as to divinity,  

(d)  Son, as to humanity,  

(e)  That Spirit another name for divinity.   

 

(iii)  Interesting to note –  

(a)  JWs and AP/UPC agree God one person,  

(b)  But disagree on the person.   

 

(iv)  To refute JWs,  

(a)  Need to prove Son is God,  

(b)  And that Spirit is person and God.   

 

(v)  To refute Apostolic and UPC,  

(a)  Need to show the persons are distinct –  

(b)  Not the same person.   

 

b.  First, let’s see that Jesus is God.   

(i)  Simplest way to prove is John 1:1, 14.   

(a)  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God” (John 1:1).   
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(b)  Who is the Word?  The One who became flesh:  Jesus Christ.   

(c)  “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His 

glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and 

truth” (v. 14).   

(d)  JWs translate v. 1 as “the Word was a god,”  

(1)  Because don’t understand Greek,  

(2)  And because don’t want to believe  

(3)  Jesus is God in human flesh.   

 

(e)  If understood Greek, would know  

(1)  Lack of definite article only  

(2)  To distinguish subject from the predicate.   

(3)  Greek changes word order for emphasis.   

(4)  Literally, “God was the Word.”   

(5)  Emphasizes fact that Word was God.   

(6)  “Word” is subject because has article.   

(7)  “God” is predicate because doesn’t.   

 

(f)  If JWs were consistent in translation,  

(1)  Would have to translate v. 6, “There came a man sent from a God, 

whose name was John.”   

(2)  They don’t translate that way,  

(3)  Because know it refers to God.   

(4)  John says Word/Jesus was with God in the beginning,  

(5)  And that Word was God.   

 

(ii)  Paul says He existed in form of God  

(a)  Before taking form of man,  

(b)  “Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, who, 

although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a 

bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:5-7).   

(c)  Only One exists in form of God – God!   

 

(iii)  The wise men worshiped Him (Matt. 2:11),  

(a)  And so did the disciples (14:33; 28:9, Luke 24:52).   

(b)  Thomas called Him God (John 20:28),  

(c)  All of which blasphemy if not true.   

 

(iv)  John also mentions  

(a)  That Jesus created all things, “All things came into being through 

Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into 

being” (v. 3).   

(b)  Moses writes, “In beginning, God created heavens and earth” (Gen. 

1:1).   

(c)  Jesus is God.   
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c.  Spirit also person and God.   

(i)  Luke writes, “While they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the 

Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them’” (Acts. 13:2).   

(a)  An impersonal force  

(b)  Can’t speak, command, will.   

 

(ii)  And He is God.   

(a)  Luke writes early church  

(b)  Was selling property and bringing proceeds to apostles,  

(c)  When Ananias and Sapphira conspired  

(d)  To lie about proceeds,  

(e)  “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the 

Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?  While it 

remained unsold, did it not remain your own?  And after it was sold, 

was it not under your control?  Why is it that you have conceived this 

deed in your heart?  You have not lied to men but to God” (Acts 5:3-4).   

(f)  To lie to Spirit is to lie to God.   

 

(iii)  Spirit also creates (Gen. 1:2; Ps. 104:30),  

(iv)  And has infinite knowledge, “For who among men knows the thoughts 

of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him?  Even so the 

thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:11).   

(v)  Jesus is God, and Spirit is God.   

(a)  This shows why names  

(b)  Of Son and Spirit paralleled with Father  

(c)  In baptismal formula.   

 

(vi)  Jesus is God.   

(a)  The Jesus you worship is God in human flesh.   

(b)  If wasn’t true, you’d be guilty of idolatry.   

 

(vii)  Spirit is God.   

(a)  Which why Peter says you are partakers of divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4) –  

(b)  And Paul says you temple of God,  

(c)  Because Spirit dwells in you, “Do you not know that you are a temple 

of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?” (1 Cor. 3:16).   

 

(viii)  Just lost JWs,  

(a)  Strongly disagree,  

(b)  As long as they do,  

(c)  They are condemned  

(d)  Because believe in false god,  

(e)  Not to mention false way of salvation.   
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4.  Finally, Father, Son and Spirit are distinct persons.   

a.  Hardly seems necessary,  

(i)  Yet Apostolic and UPC  

(ii)  Go to the wall on this one.   

(iii)  Say our text evidence:   

(a)  In the name of . . .   

(b)  Seem to be three persons,  

(c)  But why only one name?   

 

(iv)  Answer is elision.   

(a)  Often in Greek, repetition drops out.   

(b)  Instead of “In the name of” repeated three times,  

(c)  Just use once and rest understood.   

 

b.  But more evidence:  Plurality in OT.   

(i)  When God spoke regarding creating man,  

(a)  He said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; 

and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky 

and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 

that creeps on the earth” (Gen. 1:26).   

(b)  AP/UPC say God speaking to angels.   

(c)  But angels don’t create.   

(d)  God said, Let Us make . . .”   

(e)  Whoever God speaking to has creative power.   

(f)  Already seen Son/Spirit also involved in creation,  

(g)  Have creative power,   

(h)  This Trinitarian act.   

 

(ii)  There recurrence of Lord using Us  

  To refer to Himself (Gen. 3:22; Gen. 11:7; Isa. 6:8).   

 

(iii)  In Genesis 19,  

(a)  After angels brought Lot and daughters out of city,  

(b)  We read, “Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone 

and fire from the LORD out of heaven” (v. 24).   

(c)  The Lord on earth,  

(d)  In form of angel of the Lord,  

(e)  Reigned down fire from heaven,  

(f)  But it was from the Lord in heaven.   

(g)  Here are two persons  

(h)  Both named the Lord or Yahweh.   

 

(iv)  Another example is Psalm 45:6-7.   

(a)  “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; a scepter of uprightness is 

the scepter of Your kingdom.  You have loved righteousness and hated 
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wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of 

joy above Your fellows.”   

(b)  Author to Hebrews quotes and says this  

(c)  Is Father speaking to Son.   

(d)  There are many other examples.   

 

(v)  The fact that God chooses  

(a)  To use plural form of God (Elohim),  

(b)  Is also suggestive.   

 

c.  Finally, many references to how interact prove they are separate persons:   

(i)  Already seen Father speaking to Son before incarnation.   

(ii)  John 1:1, Word, who is God, was with God.   

(iii)  Author to Hebrews tells us that  

(a)  God made world through His Son.   

(b)  “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many 

portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His 

Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He 

made the world” (Heb. 1:1-2).   

(c)  AP/UPC believe Son is God in human nature.   

(d)  But Son was one through whom God made world  

(e)  And world made before became man.   

(f)  So Son existed before incarnation.   

 

(iv)  Father loves Son, given all things into hands (John 3:35).   

(v)  Father loves Son, shows Him all that  doing (5:20).   

(vi)  Jesus told disciples in John 16:7, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your 

advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come 

to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”   

(a)  Jesus said had to leave,  

(b)  Before Spirit could come.   

(c)  If Jesus is God in human flesh,  

(d)  If fullness of deity – all that is God – in Him,  

(e)  Then Spirit already present in Jesus.   

(f)  Why have to leave before Spirit could come?   

(g)  Notice Jesus says I will send Him to you.   

(h)  I and Him denote two different persons.   

 

(vii)  All three present at baptism (Matt. 3:16-17).   

(viii)  Jesus said to baptize in name of all three (28:19).   

 

d.  The true God is three persons.   

(i)  But He is only one God.   

(ii)  This is how God revealed self.   

(a)  God doesn’t lie.   

(b)  Don’t have right to reject.   
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(c)  May not fully understand,  

(d)  But must accept.   

 

(iii)  Not a contradiction,  

(a)  Not one God and three Gods,  

(b)  Not one person and three persons.  

(c)  There is one God and three persons.   

 

(iv)  This sets true God apart from all others.   

(v)  Belief in any other God is idolatry.   

(vi)  May Lord help us to see  

(a)  What clearly there  

(b)  And accept by His Spirit.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


