
“Why We Believe God Is in Control”  

(Isaiah 46:9-10) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Another area where  

a.  There is disagreement in the “church”  

b.  Is whether God is in full control  

c.  Of the events in world.   

d.  Whether He really knows  

e.  What’s going to happen in the future  

f.  And is in control of them.   

 

2.  We’ve already seen that differences exist  

a.  On God’s sovereignty in salvation –  

(i)  Some believing that God chooses all  

(ii)  And leaves it to man to choose Him,  

(iii)  While we believe God chooses some,  

(iv)  Who otherwise couldn’t choose Him at all.   

 

b.  But there are those who go further  

And deny that God is sovereign at all.   

 

3.  This concern rises from a desire  

a.  To preserve free will in man.   

b.  The argument goes like this:   

(i)  If God knows what someone  

(ii)  Will do in the future,  

(iii)  His knowing that decision makes it certain,  

(iv)  And if it’s certain, it can’t be free.   

 

c.  To avoid this, they deny  

(i)  That God has absolute knowledge of the future,  

(ii)  And is sovereign.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This evening  

a.  We’re going to see  

b.  That God is indeed in control.   

c.  One thing that God uses  

(i)  To distinguish Himself  

(ii)  From all the false gods of the world  

(iii)  Is His ability to declare end from beginning,  

(a)  To reveal from ancient times  
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(b)  Things which have not taken place.   

 

(iv)  He is able to do this  

(a)  Not just because He knows what will happen,  

(b)  But because He planned it  

(c)  And because He’s determined to bring to pass  

(d)  What He’s planned.   

 

2.  Tonight, let’s consider three things:   

a.  That God knows all things:  end from beginning (omniscience).   

b.  That He knows them because He’s planned them (decree).   

c.  And that He is working all things together to accomplish His holy will 

(omnipotence, immutability/faithfulness).   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, let’s consider that God knows all things.   

1.  Years ago, Jonathan Edwards, in His Freedom of the Will,  

a.  Argued against the Arminian idea of free will,  

(i)  By saying that if God had only foreknowledge of future events  

(ii)  That would be enough to prove the fact  

(iii)  That He is sovereign in all things, including salvation.   

 

b.  If God looks ahead and sees that something is going to take place,  

(i)  Then one thing must be true:   

(ii)  That event is going to take place  

(iii)  And nothing can stop it,  

(iv)  Because if something could stop it,  

(v)  He couldn’t know that it was going to take place.   

(a)  He would not be able to foresee something as future,  

(b)  Unless that event was actually going to take place.   

(c)  What God foreknows, will come to pass.   

 

c.  But if He foreknows something will happen,  

(i)  And He does nothing to stop it,  

(ii)  Then He must approve of what He sees,  

(iii)  Otherwise, in His infinite power,  

(iv)  He would change it.   

 

d.  This means He must approve of everything He foresees,  

(i)  Otherwise, He wouldn’t allow it.   

(ii)  But if He approves of everything He foresees –  

(iii)  Which He must, otherwise He could not foresee it –  

(iv)  Then He is absolutely sovereign  

(v)  In everything that comes to pass.   

 

2.  The Arminians of his day  
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a.  Didn’t like Edwards’ reasoning.   

(i)  They wanted to believe  

(ii)  That no decision was absolutely certain.   

(iii)  That man had absolute freedom  

(iv)  To choose either good or evil,  

(v)  At all times.   

(vi)  Certainty, in their mind,  

(vii)  Destroys man’s freedom.   

 

b.  They knew, at least at some level  

(i)  That what Edwards said was true:   

(ii)  If God knows the future,  

(iii)  Then the decisions men make  

(iv)  Are absolutely certain.   

 

c.  They also knew  

(i)  They couldn’t deny the fact  

(ii)  That God had foreknowledge  

(iii)  Without denying God –  

(iv)  God, by definition,  

(v)  Must know absolutely everything that comes to pass.   

 

3.  As the years went by  

a.  A movement developed  

b.  That wasn’t afraid to deny God’s foreknowledge  

c.  For the sake of human freedom:   

d.  Open Theism.   

(i)  “Open theism, also called free will theism and openness theology, is the 

belief that God does not exercise meticulous control of the universe but 

leaves it ‘open’ for humans to make significant choices (free will) that 

impact their relationships with God and others.  A corollary of this is that 

God has not predetermined the future.  Open Theists further believe that 

this would imply that God does not know the future exhaustively.  

Proponents affirm that God is omniscient, but deny that this means that 

God knows everything that will happen”  

(http://www.theopedia.com/Open_theism).   

(ii)  “Open theism is concerned with how God experiences the world.  It asks 

and attempts to answer the questions, ‘What does God know?’ and ‘When 

does He know it?’  The essence of the questions open theists ask are not 

dealing with how God knows the future, but if he knows it at all.  An early 

proponent of open theism said, ‘God experienced the events of the world 

He has created. . .as they happen, rather than all at once in some timeless, 

eternal perception.  This also means that not even God knows the future in 

all its details.’  Open theists maintain that God does not know what a 

given human being will do until he acts.  They refer to such human actions 

as ‘possibilities.’  Because God remains unaware of human possibilities, 
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the future remains ‘open’ in His mind.  This means that rather than God 

knowing all things, He is in the process of learning new things as they take 

place” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_theism).   

 

4.  To affirm this,  

a.  You must deny what the Bible says,  

(i)  Or believe that God  

(ii)  Has purposely deceived us  

(iii)  As to what He’s really like.   

 

b.  He says through Isaiah, “I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there 

is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient 

times things which have not been done.”   

(i)  The only way you can declare the end from the beginning  

(ii)  And reveal things  

(iii)  Long before they take place  

(iv)  Is if you know all things  

(v)  Before they happen.   

(vi)  God does know all things:   

(a)  Isaiah writes in 40:28, “His understanding is inscrutable [past finding 

out].”    

(b)  David writes, “O Lord, You have searched me and known me.  You 

know when I sit down and when I rise up; You understand my thought 

from afar.  You scrutinize my path and my lying down, and are 

intimately acquainted with all my ways.  Even before there is a word on 

my tongue, behold, O LORD, You know it all.  You have enclosed me 

behind and before, and laid Your hand upon me.  Such knowledge is 

too wonderful for me; it is too high, I cannot attain to it” (Psalm 139:1-

6).   

(c)  The psalmist sums it up by saying, “Great is our Lord and abundant in 

strength; His understanding is infinite” (147:5).   

 

c.  God knows all things.   

(i)  He knows all that will take place.   

(ii)  He even knows what could take place.   

(a)  He knew if David stayed in Keilah,  

(b)  The citizens would turn him over to Saul (1 Sam. 23:12).   

(c)  He knew that if anyone left the ship  

(d)  Carrying Paul to Rome,  

(e)  That no one would survive the storm (Acts 27:31).   

 

(iii)  There is nothing the Lord can possibly learn.   

(iv)  His knowledge is infinite,  

(a)  Which is what you’d expect  

(b)  From One who is infinite.   
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(v)  God knows the future,  

(a)  He knows the past,  

(b)  He knows the present,  

(c)  He knows what could happen  

(d)  Under any given set of circumstances:   

(e)  His knowledge is without limits.   

 

B.  This brings us to our second point:   

1.  How does God know all these things?   

a.  Does He have to look ahead  

b.  To see what will happen  

c.  To know that it will happen?   

d.  No.   

(i)  He doesn’t have to look,  

(ii)  He already knows –  

(iii)  Because His knowledge is infinite,  

(iv)  As we’ve already seen.   

 

2.  But the main reason  

a.  He knows what will happen  

(i)  Is because He knows  

(ii)  What He has planned to do.   

 

b.  Notice again what He says through Isaiah,  

(i)  He is the One who declares “the end from the beginning, and from 

ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will 

be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’” (v. 10).   

(ii)  What is “His purpose”?   

(a)  His good pleasure?   

(b)  Except what He wanted  

(c)  To take place in this world,  

(d)  From all eternity.   

 

c.  Things don’t happen by accident – by chance –  

(i)  They happen according to plan:  God’s plan.   

(ii)  After speaking of God’s choosing/electing some  

(a)  And predestining them  

(b)  To be conformed to the image of His Son,  

(c)  Paul writes, “Also we have obtained an inheritance, having been 

predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the 

counsel of His will” (Eph. 1:11).   

(1)  God is purposeful – He has a purpose –  

(2)  Which is the reason why we also have purpose –  

(3)  We reflect that image in God.   

(4)  But His purpose is as comprehensive and infinite as His 

knowledge.   
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(5)  It includes all things.   

 

(iii)  When Nebuchadnezzar boasted  

(a)  That he had built great Babylon  

(b)  By his might and for his glory,  

(c)  The Lord showed him  

(d)  Who really had planned this and brought it about:   

(1)  He took Nebuchadnezzar’s reason from him  

(2)  For a time,  

(3)  During which he lived like the animals.   

(4)  At the end of this humiliation,  

(5)  The Lord returned his reason,  

(6)  And when He did,  

(7)  Nebuchadnezzar knew  

(8)  Who really had glorified Babylon:  the Lord!   

(9)  “But at the end of that period, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes 

toward heaven and my reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most 

High and praised and honored Him who lives forever; for His 

dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures 

from generation to generation.  All the inhabitants of the earth are 

accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in the host 

of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward 

off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’  36 At that time 

my reason returned to me.  And my majesty and splendor were 

restored to me for the glory of my kingdom, and my counselors and 

my nobles began seeking me out; so I was reestablished in my 

sovereignty, and surpassing greatness was added to me.  37 Now I, 

Nebuchadnezzar, praise, exalt and honor the King of heaven, for all 

His works are true and His ways just, and He is able to humble those 

who walk in pride” (Dan. 4:34-37).   

 

(iv)  Nothing happens by accident –  

(a)  Not even the bad things –  

(b)  They are all part of God’s purpose,  

(c)  His good pleasure, His sovereign plan.   

 

C.  And this brings us to the final point:   

1.  Far from being ignorant  

a.  Of anything future,  

b.  God knows all things,  

c.  Because He planned all things,  

d. And He has planned all things  

e.  For some holy and good end.   

 

2.  Let’s remember whose plan this is:  God’s.   

a.  What could His purpose be?   
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b.  What is it His good pleasure to do?   

(i)  Whatever it is  

(ii)  It will always be good and right and just,  

(iii)  Because that is what He is.   

 

c.  First, He has planned everything to work together for His glory.   

(i)  There can be no higher end  

(ii)  Than the glory of God.   

(iii)  This is the reason He made the world.   

(iv)  It was not primarily for the good of men,  

(v)  But for His glory.   

(a)  After considering  

(b)  How the Lord dealt with Israel  

(c)  That He might bring salvation to the Gentiles,  

(d)  How He shut up all in disobedience  

(e)  That He might show mercy to all,  

(f)  Paul praises God for the glory of His infinite wisdom, “Oh, the depth 

of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!  How 

unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!  For 

WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO 

BECAME HIS COUNSELOR?  Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO 

HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE PAID BACK TO HIM AGAIN?  For from 

Him and through Him and to Him are all things.  To Him be the glory 

forever.  Amen” (Rom. 11:33-36).   

 

(vi)  All creation is one grand stage  

(a)  In which the Lord has purposed  

(b)  To reveal His glory.   

 

d.  Thankfully, one thing He has determined  

(i)  To glorify about Himself –  

(ii)  As we’ve just seen –  

(iii)  Is His infinite grace and mercy –  

(a)  As we saw this morning  

(b)  By His providing a full and free salvation  

(c)  To those who could do nothing to save themselves.   

 

(iv)  Not only has He determined  

(a)  To bring you to heaven  

(b)  If you will only trust in Him,  

(c)  But also to make all things conspire for your good.   

(d)  Paul writes, “And we know that God causes all things to work 

together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 

according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28).   

 

(v)  If God didn’t know all things  
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(a)  He couldn’t do this.   

(b)  If He hadn’t planned all things  

(c)  He couldn’t do this.   

(d)  If He wasn’t in absolute sovereign control of all things  

(e)  He couldn’t guarantee this.   

 

(vi)  But He does know all things,  

(a)  He has planned all things,  

(b)  He is in control of all things.   

 

(vii)  The Lord even uses the evil He allows in His creation  

(a)  For good purposes.   

(b)  He didn’t create it,  

(c)  But He has determined to glorify Himself through it.   

(1)  He used the jealousy of Joseph’s brothers,  

(2)  To save His people from the famine (Gen. 50:20).   

(3)  He used the worst crime in history –  

(4)  The crucifixion of His Son –  

(5)  To save a multitude no one can number (Acts 4:27-28).   

 

(viii)  He even uses natural evil for His purposes –  

(a)  Earthquakes, volcanoes, disease.   

(b)  Again, He didn’t create these things –  

(c)  They are the result of the Fall  

(d)  And subsequent curse on all creation –  

(e)  But He uses them for His glory.   

 

e.  God knows all things,  

(i)  Has planned all things,  

(ii)  Is in control of all things,  

(iii)  And using all things  

(iv)  For His glory  

(v)  And the good of His church.   

 

3.  Applications:   

a.  Because this is true,  

(i)  Everything that comes into your life  

(ii)  Comes as a part of that plan.   

(iii)  Nothing happens by accident.   

(iv)  God is absolutely sovereign.   

 

b.  Because it’s a part of His plan,  

(i)  If you’re trusting Him,  

(ii)  If you love Him,  

(iii)  You can know  

(iv)  He will work it together for your good.   
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(a)  You may not see the end now,  

(b)  But you will  

(c)  And it will be a good end.   

 

c.  Because He’s in control,  

(i)  You also know that He can do  

(ii)  What is most important for you:   

(a)  He will bring you to heaven.   

(b)  Nothing can stop Him  

(c)  From bringing your salvation to completion.   

(d)  Even the sins you have to deal with in life  

(1)  Are a part of His plan  

(2)  To prepare you and bring you to heaven.   

 

(e)  What Paul told the Philippians  

(1)  Is true for you,  

(2)  “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good 

work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).   

 

(f)  There is nothing in heaven or earth  

(1)  That can stop Him.   

(2)  “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 

nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” 

(Rom. 8:38-39).   

 

(g)  You don’t need to worry:   

(1)  The One in sovereign control of all things  

(2)  Can guarantee that it will happen.   

 

d.  And so far from the foreknowledge and sovereignty of God  

(i)  Being a threat to us  

(ii)  So that we have to redefine God  

(iii)  To eliminate these things,  

(iv)  They are the things about God  

(v)  That guarantee that His purpose will be established  

(vi)  And His good pleasure accomplished:   

(a)  All things will work together  

(b)  For His glory in this world;  

(c)  He will bring home all His redeemed,  

(d)  And He give us to His Son,  

(e)  And we will enjoy heaven forever.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


