
 

 

“You Shall Be Holy, For I Am Holy” 

“Why Should You Want To Be Holy?” 

(John 12:25-26) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

We saw last week –  

 

As we opened this short series on holiness –  

 

What holiness is:   

 

It’s basic meaning is “to be set apart.”   

 

It refers to separation  

 

From one thing to another,  

 

From common use, to God’s use.   

 

 

When it is applied to God,  

 

It refers to His being separate from sin –  

 

His absolute love of everything good and right and proper,  

 

And His absolute hatred of everything bad, wrong and improper.   

 

 

When it is applied to things,  

 

It means those things are set apart to Him –  

 

Exclusively for His use –  

 

Such as we saw with the holy incense and anointing oil,  

 

The land of Palestine,  

 

The city of Jerusalem,  

 

And the Holy Temple.   
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When it is applied to people,  

 

It means those people are set apart  

 

From the world, to God –  

 

To be His possession,  

 

Exclusively for His use –  

 

And it means they too  

 

Are to set themselves apart from sin  

 

To do what is right, good and proper.   

 

Peter writes, “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which 

were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who called you, be holy 

yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, ‘YOU SHALL BE 

HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY’” (1 Pet. 1:14-16).   

 

 

When God called you by His Word and Spirit,  

 

When you responded in faith and repentance,  

 

He set you apart for Himself,  

 

And began the process of making you morally pure.   

 

This is why He chose you,  

 

This is why He sent His Son –  

 

Not just to save you,  

 

But to make you like Himself.   

 

Paul writes, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as 

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy 

and blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:3-4).   
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And so the first point is:   

 

God has set you apart for Himself  

 

That He might do His work through you.   

 

He has given you His Spirit  

 

That you might become like Him.   

 

You are to be holy, because He is holy.   

 

B.  Preview.   

 

Before we look at the last point –  

 

Which is what it means to live a holy life –  

 

I thought we should briefly consider  

 

Why you should want to be holy.   

 

What’s in it for you?   

 

 

It’s true in one sense  

 

That you really don’t need external motivation –  

 

You don’t need to have a carrot dangled in front of your nose –  

 

Because God has already given you His Spirit  

 

To make you want to be holy.   

 

 

But it’s also true  

 

That He has given you certain promises  

 

To give you further incentives,  

 

That are worth everything  

 

You must give to gain them:   
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Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a 

man found and hid again; and from joy over it he goes and sells all that he has 

and buys that field.  Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking 

fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 

he had and bought it” (Matt. 13:44-46).   

 

 

So what does the Lord promise you  

 

If you will take Jesus at His Word,  

 

If you will trust Him, if you will turn from sin,  

 

If you will live the life of holiness He calls you to live?   

 

 

We’ll divide these promises into three categories –  

 

Security, privilege and reward.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  The first thing He promises is security – both in this life and in the world to come.   

 

 

I would venture to say that security is something we’re all looking for.   

 

We all want to know we’re going to make it through this life.   

 

We want to know we’ll be safe in the life to come.   

 

How can you be sure?   

 

There’s only one way – and that’s holiness.   

 

God has promised these things only to those who are holy.   

 

 

1.  If you will live a life set apart,  

 

If you will put His kingdom first,  

 

You can be sure God will take care of you –  

 

He will give you all you need  

 

As you’re passing through this world:   
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Food, clothing and protection.   

 

 

Having a good job won’t give you security –  

 

You can lose any job.   

 

Having lots of money isn’t the answer –  

 

Not only can it become a snare to you,  

 

It can easily be taken from you.   

 

Being able to defend yourself,  

 

Being an expert in martial arts,  

 

Or packing a pistol isn’t the answer,  

 

There will always be someone who is better  

 

Or who can get the jump on you.   

 

 

Ultimate security comes from seeking God –  

 

It comes from seeking to be holy.   

 

That’s what Jesus taught, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other.  

You cannot serve God and wealth.  For this reason I say to you, do not be 

worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor 

for your body, as to what you will put on.  Is not life more than food, and the 

body more than clothing?  Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, 

nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.  Are 

you not worth much more than they?  And who of you by being worried can 

add a single hour to his life?  And why are you worried about clothing?  

Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, yet 

I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of 

these.  But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you?  

You of little faith!  Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What 

will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’  For the Gentiles 

eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need 
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all these things.  But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 

these things will be added to you” (Matt. 6:24-33).   

 

If you are His, He will provide for you,  

 

He will protect you.   

 

Consider the psalms:   

 

They’re full of promises and examples of God’s protection.   

 

Here’s one example from Psalm 91, “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most 

High Will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  I will say to the LORD, ‘My 

refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust!’  For it is He who delivers 

you from the snare of the trapper and from the deadly pestilence.  He will 

cover you with His pinions, and under His wings you may seek refuge; His 

faithfulness is a shield and bulwark.  You will not be afraid of the terror by 

night, or of the arrow that flies by day; of the pestilence that stalks in 

darkness, or of the destruction that lays waste at noon.  A thousand may fall 

at your side and ten thousand at your right hand, but it shall not approach 

you.  You will only look on with your eyes and see the recompense of the 

wicked.  For you have made the LORD, my refuge, even the Most High, your 

dwelling place” (vv. 1-9).   

 

 

If you will put His kingdom first in your life,  

 

God will take care of you.   

 

 

2.  What about in the life that’s coming?   

 

He’ll take care of that too.   

 

If the Lord has set you apart for Himself,  

 

He will never lose you,  

 

Because He has given you to His Son.   

 

Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; 

and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will 

snatch them out of My hand.  My Father, who has given them to Me, is 

greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand” 

(John 10:27-29).   
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Paul writes, “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good 

work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).   

 

 

Not only will He bring you to heaven,  

 

He will keep you there forever.   

 

Paul writes regarding Jesus’ return,  

 

“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 

the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first.  Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them 

in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the 

Lord” (1 Thes. 4:16-17).   

 

 

If you will live a life set apart for the Lord –  

 

If you will seek to be like Him, to be holy –  

 

Not only will He take care of you here,  

 

But He will take care of you forever.   

 

Holiness is the path to security –  

 

It’s the only path.   

 

 

B.  The second thing He promises to give you is certain privileges.   

 

 

1.  The first is adoption:   

 

Becoming part of the most blessed family in heaven or on earth.   

 

Paul writes to the Galatians, “But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 

forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might 

redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as 

sons.  Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our 

hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’” (Gal. 4:4-6).   

 

 

Have you ever wished  
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That you had been born into another family –  

 

Maybe that of a wealthy celebrity –  

 

Rather than into the home the Lord put you?   

 

If you had, what likely would have happened to you?   

 

The same thing that happened to the rich young ruler.   

 

The same as what happened to the rich man in the parable of the Rich Man and 

Lazarus.   

 

Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a 

rich man to enter the kingdom of God” (Matt. 19:24).   

 

 

Instead of wishing you had been born into a better family,  

 

Be thankful, that by His grace,  

 

God has brought you into His family through the Gospel.   

 

It’s far better to be in this family.   

 

Even though it may bring certain difficulties in this life,  

 

You will be blessed for all eternity.   

 

 

2.  A second privilege He gives is that you get to bear His holy image.   

 

Peter writes, in his second letter, “Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of 

Jesus Christ, To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by 

the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ:  Grace and peace be 

multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; seeing that 

His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 

godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own 

glory and excellence.  For by these He has granted to us His precious and 

magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the 

divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust” (2 

Pet. 1:1-4).   

 

It is a privilege to be holy –  

 

To become like Him,  
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Rather than continuing to bear the image of the god of this world,  

 

Which is what you were like when you came into the world,  

 

And what those of this world are like outside of Jesus Christ.   

 

 

3.  Bearing His image is also necessary  

 

If you’re going to be able to fulfill  

 

The greatest privilege He gives you in this world:   

 

To be the heralds of His Gospel.   

 

 

Jesus said to His disciples –  

 

And through them, He says to you –  

 

“ Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 

that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age” (Matt. 28:19-20).   

 

 

Sometimes we look at this as merely our duty –  

 

Or, God forbid, a burden –  

 

But it is a privilege to share the Gospel with others.   

 

 

Which end would you rather be on?   

 

Would you rather be the messenger,  

 

Or the recipient?   

 

No, it’s far better to be on this end,  

 

And to have the honor of sharing this message with others  

 

So they too can be saved.   
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It is a privilege  

 

To be His children,  

 

To bear His likeness,  

 

And to herald His message.   

 

But these are reserved only for those who are holy.   

 

 

C.  The last thing He promises is reward.   

 

If you will live a life set apart  

 

And faithfully witness of His Gospel  

 

Both by your words and by the power of a holy life,  

 

He will give you a reward you can keep forever.   

 

 

Everything the unbeliever has,  

 

Everything he has done,  

 

Will all be lost and forgotten  

 

When he leaves this world –  

 

And the things that remain after he leaves  

 

Will be forgotten when this world is done.   

 

Even worse, it will speak against him in the Day of Judgment.   

 

That’s why Jesus said, “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world 

and forfeits his soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?  For the 

Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and 

WILL THEN REPAY EVERY MAN ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS” (Matt. 

16:26-27).   

 

 

But the same isn’t true for you.   
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Everything you give to God,  

 

Everything you do for Him,  

 

Because you love Him,  

 

Because you want to honor Him,  

 

You get to keep forever.   

 

Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do 

not break in or steal; for where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” 

(Matt. 6:19-21).   

 

Only holiness leads to riches you can keep forever.   

 

 

 

Do you want to be secure?   

 

Do you want these privileges?   

 

Do you want the only wealth you can keep forever?   

 

 

In one sense, these things are already yours,  

 

If you’re a believer here this morning.   

 

But in another,  

 

You can increase them through greater holiness,  

 

Which is why Peter writes, “As obedient children, do not be conformed to the 

former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, but like the Holy One who 

called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is written, 

‘YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY’” (1 Pet. 1:14-16).   

 

The more you seek the kingdom, the more He will provide.   

 

The more you seek to be holy, the more you will be assured that heaven is yours.   

 

The more you live a life set apart,  
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The more you will sense His Fatherly love,  

 

The more you will bear His image,  

 

The more effective your witness will be,  

 

And the greater you will be rewarded.   

 

 

If you’re not a believer,  

 

The only thing you can expect is judgment for your sins.   

 

These blessings are reserved only for those who are holy.   

 

If that is what you would be,  

 

You must turn from your sins,  

 

Trust Jesus – His death, His obedience – to save you,  

 

And then seek by His grace to live a holy life.   

 

Next week, we’ll look at how.   
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