
“Why Do You Need Jesus?” 
(Acts 4:12)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we’re considering the birth of Jesus.   
a.  An event that took place about 2000 years ago in a stable in the town of Bethlehem, 

Judea.   
b.  An event which we understand, whether we’re believers or not, has forever changed 

the world.   
 

2.  Why did it change the world?  What was so important that happened back then?   
a.  Do you ever ask yourself that question when you pass a nativity scene or hear 

carolers sing, or see signs or receive flyers inviting you to a Christmas service?   
b.  Do you wonder what all the fuss is about?   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  That’s what I’d like for you to think about this morning.   
a.  Why was the birth of Jesus so important?   
b.  Why do people need Jesus?  Why do you need Him?   

 
2.  Let’s consider for a few moments:   

a.  First, why so many don’t think they need Jesus.   
b.  And second why it is that you and everyone else in the world needs Him.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, why is it that so many don’t think they need Jesus?  Why don’t you think you need 
Him?   
1.  Perhaps, like many, you believe Jesus never existed, or if He did, He was not at all as 

He is portrayed in the Bible.   
a.  Maybe you’ve convinced yourself or have been convinced by others that God 

doesn’t exist.     
(i)  You believe that everything came about by a cosmic accident – a big bang – that 

life somehow evolved on earth.  Isn’t this what so many scientists tell us today?   
(ii)  Since life is simply an accident, there’s no need to believe in God; and if no 

God, then no absolute standard of right and wrong.   
(iii)  And if there’s no moral standard, then there’s no sin; and if there isn’t any sin, 

then there’s also no judgment and no need for a Savior.   
(iv)  Perhaps Jesus existed, but He was far from what the Bible says:  He wasn’t God 

in human flesh; He was merely an ordinary person whose life was embellished by 
the church over the ages.   

 
b.  But all of this is based on your assumption (or that of the scientists) that there is no 

God and that life merely evolved by accident.  Do you really believe the evidence 
supports your belief?   
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(i)  Is there any proof that life began, or could have begun, accidentally?   
(ii)  Has science conclusively demonstrated that man evolved?   
(iii)  Have you seen the evidence and been convinced?  Or are you merely taking the 

scientist’s word for it?   
(iv)  You might be surprised to find:   

(a)  The greatest scientists in the world have no idea how life began.   
(b)  And regardless of what they claim, there isn’t a shred of evidence in the fossil 

record that demonstrates evolution – the belief that one species of animal 
evolved into another through mutation and natural selection, or in any other 
way.   

 
(v)  I would challenge you to see the movie Expelled:  No Intelligence Allowed.    I 

think you’ll be surprised to hear what the so-called “experts” have to say about 
how life began.   

(vi)  I also challenge you to take a closer look at this amazing world around us.   
(a)  Richard Dawkins, the popular atheist, was asked what he would ask God if 

when he died he found out that God really existed.  His answer was that he 
would ask Him why He kept His existence such a closely guarded secret.   

(b)  God has given Richard Dawkins and you more than enough evidence to prove 
He exists – the world, the universe, the diversity of life, the beauty that exists 
in this world, morals, etc.   

(c)  You don’t have any excuse for being either an atheist or agnostic.   
(d)  God is real, His standards are real, there is sin, there is a coming judgment.   
(e)  And because there is, you need Jesus.  “There is salvation in no one else; for 

there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which 
we must be saved” (Acts. 4:12).   

 
2.  On the other hand, maybe you think you’re good enough without Jesus; that God will 

accept you as you are.   
a.  It doesn’t matter that you’re not perfect.   

(i)  God will accept you.  You’re not that bad.   
(a)  You were raised in a good home and taught the difference between right and 

wrong.   
(b)  You’ve tried to be the best person you can; you’re kind to others, a good 

husband for your wife or a good wife for your husband; you’ve always tried to 
be a good neighbor; treated others fairly; you haven’t taken what doesn’t 
belong to you; you’ve helped others in need; you’ve haven’t done anything 
really bad.   

(c)  When God judges you on that day, your good deeds will outweigh your bad, 
and He will let you into heaven.   

 
(ii)  Why do you need Jesus?   

 
b.  You need Him because God doesn’t grade on a scale.   

(i)  He tells you that you must love Him with all your heart, mind, soul and strength 
– do you love Him in that way?   
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(ii)  He tells you that you must love your neighbor as yourself – is that how you love 
them?   

(iii)  He says your love for Him and your neighbor must be according to His 
Commandments, and not your own, and you must obey perfectly from the day 
you’re born to the day you die – how are you doing so far?   
(a)  Maybe you believe it’s alright to be a homosexual, or an adulterer, or a 

fornicator, to take illegal drugs, drink until you’re drunk, cheat others, lie, 
steal, or use God’s name in vain; as long as you’re not really bad, as long as 
you don’t kill someone or abuse those weaker than you.   

(b)  But you’re wrong.  He says to you, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous 
will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor 
the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the 
kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9-10).   

 
(iv)  You’re not good enough without Jesus.  You need Him:  “There is salvation in 

no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among 
men by which we must be saved” (Acts. 4:12).   

 
3.  Perhaps you think there are many ways to God.   

a.  You believe you don’t have to follow the Bible or believe in Jesus.   
(i)  All religions lead to God, whether you’re Muslim, or Hindu, or Jewish.   
(ii)  If you only believe strongly enough, or pray enough, or give enough to the poor, 

or fast enough, or make enough trips to holy places, your god will accept you on 
the basis of your sincerity.   

 
b.  The problem with your belief is that it’s only wishful thinking.   

(i)  No religion teaches that you can be saved by following another religion:  they are 
all exclusive.   

(ii)  All the gods these religions teach are different – they are not same god, and they 
are certainly not the God who reveals Himself in the Bible as Triune:  Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit.   

(iii)  There is only one true God who can save you, the same God who created you:  
you have sinned against Him and can only be saved His way.   

(iv)  His way is through faith in Jesus Christ alone.   
(v)  Do you need Jesus?  “There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other 

name under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” 
(Acts. 4:12).  

 
4.  Or maybe you’re convinced that Christianity is the right religion and you have been 

trying to follow it.   
a.  You believe the Bible is God’s Word; you know you need to go to a church that 

teaches it; you know you need to follow it.   
(i)  Maybe you were baptized and raised in the church - you’ve attended your whole 

life.   
(ii)  You believe in heaven and hell; you know other religions can’t help you.   
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(iii)  And so you’ve been trying to do what the Good Book says; you even take your 
children to Sunday School so they can learn good morals.   

(iv)  Maybe, as Roman Catholic, you attend Mass once a year.   
(v)  You think that this is all you need of Jesus to save you.   
 

b.  But you are mistaken as well.   
(i)  Certainly, following God’s commandments rather than man’s is better, but it’s 

still not enough.   
(ii)  The Lord never said He would accept us on the basis of our obedience, church 

attendance, baptism, Mass, or anything else we might care to do or offer Him.   
(iii)  He said He would accept us on the basis of faith in the work of His Son only.   
(iv)  You need Jesus:  “There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name 

under heaven that has been given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts. 
4:12).   

 
B.  The point is you and everyone else in the world needs Jesus if you are ever to enter into 

heaven.   
1.  You’re not good enough on your own.   

a.  The Lord says, “There is none righteous, not even one” (Rom. 3:10).   
b.  “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (3:23).   
c.  “The wages of sin is death” (6:23).   

 
2.  Jesus is the only One God will accept.   

a.  You need His perfect obedience to God’s Law:   
(i)  He is God in human flesh.   
(ii)  He obeyed His Father’s commandments perfectly.   
 

b.  You need His death on the cross:   
(i)  He suffered His Father’s wrath on the cross for sin.   
(ii)  He took the punishment there of all who would trust in Him and died.    

 
3.  There are not many ways to God – there is only one:  the only way you will ever enter 

into heaven is through faith in Jesus Christ alone.   
a.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).   
b.  “There is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has 

been given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts. 4:12).   
c.  “That if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that 

God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person 
believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in 
salvation” (Rom. 10:9-10).   

d.  You must trust in Jesus Christ, in His obedience and His death alone, to save you.   
e.  And you must turn from your sins and begin to live the life He requires of you.   
f.  Come to the Savior today.  He will never turn you away if you really want Him.  

Amen.   


