
“Why Do You Need Jesus?”  Part 2 
(1 Corinthians 1:30-31)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we considered the work Jesus did to save us from the guilt of our 
sins.   
a.  He offered His Father a sacrifice of obedience.   

(i)  Jesus obeyed His Father’s commandments.   
(ii)  He did this both:   

(a)  As an expression of His holy love and respect to the Father.   
(b)  And as a means of satisfying His most holy requirements that we 

might enter into heaven.   
 
b.  And He offered the Father the obedience of sacrifice.   

(i)  He offered Himself up on the cross:   
(ii)  To satisfy His Father’s justice.   
(iii)  And to make an atonement for us that we might be forgiven.   

 
2.  Through His work, Jesus has freed us from our guilt.   

a.  We will not be destroyed in hell forever for our sins.   
b.  The Lord in His love has saved us.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  But we know that this isn’t all Jesus does for us in His work of redemption.  
Salvation is an ongoing process in many ways:   
a.  He has begun the work, but He will also complete it.   
b.  There are past, present and future aspects to salvation:  He has saved us, He 

is saving us, and He will save us.   
 

2.  This evening, let’s consider why we need Jesus, even after coming to Him in 
faith.  We’ll see four things:   
a.  We need Jesus for His wisdom.   
b.  We need Him for His righteousness.   
c.  We need Him for His sanctification.   
d.  And we need Jesus to complete His redemption.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we need Jesus for His wisdom.   
1.  It was His wisdom that led us to salvation.   

a.  He is the One who has been leading His people to the Father throughout the 
history of redemption.   
(i)  He revealed the Gospel to Adam in the garden.   
(ii)  He preached through Noah to a world about to be destroyed.   
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(iii)  He revealed His Gospel through many prophecies, types, shadows and 
visions to Abraham and to Moses and His people.   

 
b.  Jesus is the logos of God, the living Word, the revelation of God’s will.   

(i)  He is the One who showed us the Father by His life.   
(ii)  He is the One who explained Him and His will to us by His words.   
(iii)  He is the One who entrusted us with the Old and New Covenant 

Scriptures so that we might know Him and His salvation.   
 
2.  But now that He has led us to the Father, do we no longer need His wisdom?   

a.  No, that was only the beginning.   
(i)  We were begotten by the Word (1 Pet. 1:23).   
(ii)  Now we must be nurtured by the Word (2:2).   
 

b.  Christ continues to reveal His wisdom to us so that we might know the way 
to heaven.   
(i)  He does this through His Word.   

(a)  As we read it, meditate on it, hear it preached.   
(b)  Jesus speaks to us:  “This is the way, walk in it” (Isa. 30:21).   
 

(ii)  He does this through His Spirit – who guides and directs us in the Word.   
(a)  We don’t need a continuing or new revelation.   
(b)  All we need is to understand the complete rule of faith and practice He 

has already given us that is adequate, that reveals everything we need to 
know for faith and practice (2 Tim. 3:16-17).   

(c)  He will also open and close doors according to His will to direct us to 
that area of service He has for us.   

(d)  Having brought us to birth through His Word, He will not abandon us 
now or leave us without direction.   

(e)  He will show us His will if we ask Him, listen to His Word, and wait 
on Him.   

 
(iii)  We needed Jesus when we were lost – without direction, without hope – 

and we still need Him every day to guide us.   
(iv)  He is the Good Shepherd, who, as David writes, “leads [us] beside quiet 

waters. . . .  [and] guides [us] in the paths of righteousness for His name’s 
sake” (Ps. 23:2-3).   

 
B.  Second, we need Jesus for His righteousness.   

1.  We were reminded this morning that Jesus set us free from our guilt.   
a.  By offering Himself on the cross for our sins.   
b.  By fully discharging God’s justice against us.   
 

2.  But He also justified us by His righteousness.   
a.  Taking away our sins is only part of our justification.   
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b.  The other part is His perfect obedience:  His desire to serve and honor the 
Father above everything else and to bring glory to Him out of a pure and holy 
love.   
(i)  This is something we could never have done since the Fall, but something 

Jesus did for us.   
(ii)  When we trust in Him, His obedience is credited to us.   
(iii)  And once it is, we are declared by God to be just – since He now sees us 

clothed in the perfect obedience of His Son.   
 
3.  But even though we have been justified, we still need His righteousness.   

a.  We would quickly lose our perfect standing if it were not for His ongoing 
work on our behalf.   
(i)  His obedience and death form the basis of our salvation.   
(ii)  Now that we are saved, He keeps us in His righteousness through His 

continual intercession on our behalf.   
(a)  “Who will bring a charge against God's elect?  God is the one who 

justifies; who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, 
yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also 
intercedes for us” (Rom. 8:33-34).   

(b)  “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1).   

 
b.  When we sin, Jesus appears before the Father, as He did at the very 

beginning at the sin of our first parents, to plead His merits on our behalf.   
(i)  He pleads His death as the payment already made for our sins.   
(ii)  He pleads His obedience to cover our disobedience.   
(iii)  We needed the righteousness of Christ when we were lost; we need 

Jesus just as much now to keep us in His righteousness.   
 
C.  Third, we need Jesus for His sanctification.   

1.  Jesus by His righteousness made us perfectly holy before the Father at the 
moment of our conversion.   
a.  The moment we trusted in Jesus, at that moment His righteousness was 

imputed to us.   
b.  At that moment, we become positionally sanctified – we become perfect in 

God’s eyes.   
c.  This was why we needed Jesus at the beginning – without His righteousness, 

God never would have declared us to be just.   
 
2.  But we need Jesus just as much after our justification to make us practically 

holy.   
a.  Just because we’re positionally perfect doesn’t mean our lives don’t need to 

change.   



4 

(i)  God requires more than credited righteousness, He requires that we 
actually become holy – not for our justification, but as a part of His work 
to complete our redemption from sin.   

(ii)  Practical holiness is the mark that we have been converted – the Lord 
doesn’t save anyone that at the same time He doesn’t sanctify.   

 
b.  Once we trust in Jesus and are justified by His righteousness, Jesus, by His 

Spirit, begins to clean up our lives.   
(i)  He imparts His nature to us so that we will grow more and more out of 

love with sin, and in love with what is good.   
(ii)  As our hearts change, our minds change as well – we begin to think as 

Christ would think.   
(iii)  As a result, we begin to act as Jesus would act – we become conformed 

to His image.   
(iv)  This wouldn’t happen apart from the continuing work that Jesus does for 

us as our Redeemer and His continual supply of the Spirit into our hearts.   
(v)  We need Jesus just as much now as we did at the beginning.   

 
D.  Finally, we need Jesus to complete His redemption.   

1.  Jesus already redeemed us by His perfect life and agonizing death on the cross.   
a.  He has fully satisfied God’s justice and set us free from His judgment.   
b.  He has purchased us at the price of His own blood.   

 
2.  But the effects of His redemption are ongoing – as we’ve seen, redemption has 

past, present and future aspects.   
a.  Through His obedience and death He has saved us from our sins.   
b.  Through His continuing prophetic office, He imparts to us the wisdom we 

need for daily living.   
c.  Through His intercession on our behalf, He keep us in His grace.   
d.  And through His continual supply of the Spirit, He keeps us moving forward 

in holiness.   
e.  The work He has begun in us, He will complete (Phil. 1:6).   
f.  But because it isn’t completed yet, we still need Him today just as much as 

we did at the beginning.   
(i)  Paul tells us that all these blessings are “in Christ” (1 Cor. 1:30).   
(ii)  It is by faith that we are in Him and these blessings are communicated to 

us.   
(iii)  But let’s not forget to whom we owe this blessing:  the Father, “But by 

His doing you are in Christ Jesus” (v. 30).   
(iv)  He is the One who loved us from all eternity, gave His Son for our 

redemption, and provided us with the faith to trust in Him.   
(v)  We must give Him all the glory:  “Just as it is written, ‘Let him who 

boasts, boast in the Lord” (v. 31).   
(vi)  Let’s prepare to acknowledge this to Him as we come to the Table to eat 

and drink out of thankfulness and to our sanctification and growth in 
Christ.  Amen.   


