
“Why Did Jesus Rise from the Dead?” 

(Acts 26:1-32) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning,  

 

We saw Jesus presenting Himself to Israel  

 

As their Messiah King.   

 

And many appeared to recognize Him as such:   

 

They called Him the Son of David:   

 

The One who has the right to the throne of David.   

 

They cried out Hosanna:  save now, we beg you.   

 

They quoted a Messianic psalm.   

 

They came out with palm branches to rejoice over His coming victory.   

 

 

But we also saw that Jesus didn’t come  

 

To do what they expected –  

 

They thought He had come  

 

To overthrow the Roman yoke from Israel,  

 

When He had really come  

 

To overthrow the yoke of sin  

 

From as many as would receive Him  

 

By laying down His life.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   
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Now as I said this morning,  

 

We didn’t have time to deal with the other aspects of His work –  

 

Though each part is important.   

 

We don’t have time to do that this evening either –  

 

Though we will work through them  

 

As we go through the Gospel of John.   

 

But there is one thing  

 

We should spend time on this evening:  the resurrection.   

 

 

If Jesus hadn’t died,  

 

There wouldn’t be a Gospel.   

 

But it’s equally true  

 

That if He hadn’t been raised,  

 

There wouldn’t be a Gospel.   

 

 

Everything Jesus did –  

 

From His birth, life, and obedience,  

 

To His death, burial, resurrection, ascension,  

 

Glorification, and coming again –  

 

Is essential to what He has done.   

 

 

But more often than not  

 

The Lord sums up everything in Scripture  

 

In these two things:  Jesus died and was raised.   

 

It’s interesting that there is an adjective  
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In the Greek language that is translated “Lord’s.”   

 

It means something that is special to Him –  

 

Something that particularly belongs to Him.   

 

That adjective is used to modify only two things in the Bible:   

 

The Lord’s Supper and the Lord’s Day.   

 

 

The Lord’s Supper is particularly special to Jesus  

 

Because it is the memorial of His death:   

 

He said to His disciples, “Do this in remembrance of Me” (Luke 22:19).   

 

We believe the early church really took this to heart  

 

And celebrated the Lord’s Supper at least every Lord’s Day.   

 

Paul, in reproving the Corinthians  

 

For their abuse of the Lord’s Supper,  

 

Tells us they observed it every week:   

 

“Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper” (1 Cor. 

11:20).   

 

“When you meet together for worship,  

 

It should be to eat the Lord’s Supper,  

 

But it isn’t, because you have abused it.”   

 

Luke tells us the early church devoted themselves to this ordinance  

 

As they did to everything else that would build them up in Christ.   

 

“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (Acts 2:42).   

 

 

The Lord’s Day is also special to Him  
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Because it’s the day He rose from the dead.   

 

That’s why He tells us to remember and celebrate it –  

 

Not once every year,  

 

As the church often does today –  

 

But once every week.   

 

The author to the Hebrews tells us  

 

That the command to rest and worship the Lord  

 

Continues in the New Covenant  

 

Because of what Jesus did:   

 

“So there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God.  For the one who has 

entered His rest has himself also rested from his works, as God did from His” 

(4:9-10).   

 

And that because this is what the Lord wants,  

 

We shouldn’t fail to meet together on this day  

 

To worship and build one another up in Christ:    

 

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who 

promised is faithful; and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and 

good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near” 

(10:23-25).   

 

 

Every week  

 

The Lord wants us to remember  

 

That He died for us,  

 

And rose again to life for us.   

 

 

We saw the importance of His death this morning.   
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This evening, let’s consider the importance of His resurrection:   

 

That it’s an important part of what Jesus did,  

 

And so should be part of the Gospel message we share with others.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

 

A.  First, let’s consider that the resurrection is an important part of Jesus’ work.   

 

It’s important for at least four reasons:   

 

 

1.  Because it was prophesied.   

 

2.  Because it was Christ’s vindication from the Father.   

 

3.  Because it proves our sins were/are forgiven.   

 

4.  Because it’s our guarantee that we will also rise.   

 

 

1.  First, the resurrection is important  

 

Because it was prophesied.   

 

Whatever God says must come to pass,  

 

And He definitely said this would happen.   

 

David, looking forward to Jesus’ resurrection,  

 

Wrote in Psalm 16:8-10, “I have set the LORD continually before me; because 

He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken.  Therefore my heart is glad and 

my glory rejoices; my flesh also will dwell securely.  For You will not 

abandon my soul to Sheol; nor will You allow Your Holy One to undergo 

decay.”   

 

This was the psalm Peter quoted in his Pentecostal sermon  

 

To prove that Jesus must rise (Acts 2).   

 

 

We saw the same thing this morning  

 



6 

In Psalm 118:22-24, “The stone which the builders rejected has become the 

chief corner stone.  This is the LORD’S doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

This is the day which the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.”   

 

Jesus must be rejected by the leaders of Israel,  

 

Be crucified and buried,  

 

But He must also be raised again  

 

To become the foundation of His church –  

 

A day, we’ve just seen,  

 

That would be a day of rejoicing for the church  

 

From that time forward –  

 

That’s why we’re here tonight.   

 

 

2.  The resurrection is important, second,  

 

Because it was Jesus’ vindication from the Father.   

 

The resurrection was God’s declaration that everything  

 

Jesus said about Himself was true.   

 

Paul writes in Romans 1:1-4, “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an 

apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which He promised beforehand 

through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who was 

born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, who was declared the 

Son of God with power by the resurrection from the dead, according to the 

Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord.”   

 

 

How do we know that Jesus wasn’t a deceiver?   

 

That He is the Son of God?   

 

That He has the power to forgive sin  

 

And to save us from hell?   

 

God demonstrated it to the whole world  
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Through the empty tomb,  

 

And the many witnesses who saw Him.   

 

He also showed us personally  

 

By the Spirit He sent into our hearts.   

 

 

3.  It was important that He rise  

 

Because it proves our sins were forgiven –  

 

The guilt He carried was paid for.   

 

 

The resurrection was Jesus’ vindication in another way:   

 

In a very real sense,  

 

It was His justification:   

 

The Father’s declaration  

 

That He was no longer guilty.   

 

 

When Jesus carried our sins on the cross,  

 

He became guilty –  

 

Not personally,  

 

As though He had committed those sins;  

 

But vicariously/in our place:   

 

Our sins were credited to Him –  

 

He died because of our sins.   

 

As Paul writes, “The wages of sin is death” (Rom. 6:23).   

 

 

If His death hadn’t satisfied God’s justice,  
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If it hadn’t paid for our sin,  

 

He would have remained under the power of sin –  

 

He wouldn’t have risen,  

 

But stayed in the grave.   

 

The fact that He rose from the dead  

 

Proves that His sacrifice paid for all our sins.   

 

Once the debt was discharged,  

 

Death could no longer hold Him.   

 

As Peter preached at Pentecost, “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to 

the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power” 

(Acts 2:24).   

 

His resurrection proves our sins are forgiven.   

 

Listen carefully to what Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 15:12-19, “Now if Christ is 

preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you 

say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  But if there is no resurrection of 

the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, 

then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain.  Moreover we are even 

found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He 

raised Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised.  For if 

the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has 

not been raised, your faith is worthless; you are still in your sins.  Then those 

also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  If we have hoped in 

Christ in this life only, we are of all men most to be pitied.”   

 

If Jesus hadn’t been raised,  

 

If He had remained in the tomb,  

 

That would mean our sins had not been forgiven,  

 

And we would have nothing to look forward to but hell.   

 

 

But the good news is, He has risen!   
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Paul continues, “But now Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who are asleep.  For since by a man came death, by a man also came 

the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will 

be made alive” (vv. 20-22).   

 

This means if we’re trusting Him,  

 

Our sins are forgiven –  

 

Christ’s resurrection proves it.   

 

 

4.  But it also proves that we will be raised.   

 

When Jesus came into the world to save us,  

 

He took our nature and our place –  

 

Not only on the cross,  

 

But in everything –  

 

In His obedience,  

 

His death,  

 

His resurrection,  

 

His ascension,  

 

And His glorification.   

 

That’s why Paul told the Ephesians  

 

That they were already in heaven,  

 

Because that where Jesus is.   

 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved 

us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together 

with Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up with Him, and 

seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages 

to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward 

us in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:4-7).   

 

There weren’t there in reality,  
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But they were vicariously,  

 

And so one day they would be really.   

 

The same is true for us.   

 

 

Jesus’ resurrection was the first of many.   

 

Paul writes, “For since by a man came death, by a man also came the 

resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be 

made alive.  But each in his own order:  Christ the first fruits, after that those 

who are Christ’s at His coming” (1 Cor. 15:21-23).   

 

 

His resurrection was not only the fulfillment of prophecy,  

 

It wasn’t only the Father’s testimony  

 

That all He said and did was true and real;  

 

It was not only His justification,  

 

That the sins He bore had all been dealt with;  

 

It’s the guarantee that as Jesus was raised   

 

We also will be raised to everlasting life.   

 

 

That’s why the resurrection is an important part of Jesus’ work.   

 

 

B.  Second, that’s also why it should be a part of our Gospel presentation.   

 

1.  We need to tell others  

 

Of their need of repentance and faith in Jesus,  

 

But we also need to tell them why:   

 

Because He died and rose again  

 

To overcome death for everyone who will.   
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His death and resurrection  

 

Were central to the message the apostles preached.   

 

Consider our passage:   

 

Paul says to Agrippa and Festus, “So, having obtained help from God, I stand to 

this day testifying both to small and great, stating nothing but what the 

Prophets and Moses said was going to take place; that the Christ was to 

suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the 

first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles” (Acts 

26:22-23).   

 

Peter preached to Cornelius and his household, “We are witnesses of all the 

things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem.  They also put 

Him to death by hanging Him on a cross.  God raised Him up on the third 

day and granted that He become visible, not to all the people, but to witnesses 

who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and drank with 

Him after He arose from the dead” (Acts 10:39-41).   

 

And Paul declared to the Philosophers on Mars Hill, “Therefore having 

overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all 

people everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a day in which He 

will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, 

having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead” (17:30-31).   

 

There are many other examples.   

 

 

For all the reasons we’ve seen,  

 

We need to tell others about the resurrection –  

 

But particularly for the one Paul just mentioned:   

 

This is the proof God has given to all men  

 

That one day He will judge the world through Jesus Christ.   

 

 

2.  Does this mean everyone we talk to about the resurrection is going to believe 

us?   

 

No; but they should.   
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Paul knew the philosophers on Mars Hill  

 

Hadn’t seen the empty tomb,  

 

But they were still expected to believe  

 

Because it really happened.   

 

 

Of course, even though they should believe,  

 

Many still won’t.   

 

Luke tells us what happened after Paul preached on Mars Hill,  

 

“Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but 

others said, ‘We shall hear you again concerning this’” (v. 32).   

 

Paul sensed his audience was resisting this truth  

 

When he said in our text, “Why is it considered incredible among you people if 

God does raise the dead?” (26:8).   

 

At the end of his defense,  

 

Festus exclaimed, “Paul, you are out of your mind!  Your great learning is 

driving you mad” (v. 24).   

 

Apparently, ours isn’t the only generation or culture  

 

That has a problem with the dead being raised again to life.   

 

If they have difficulty with existence of God, creation,  

 

The fall of mankind in Adam, the deity of Christ,  

 

And life after death, they’ll have trouble with this as well.   

 

 

But let’s not forget,  

 

There will also be those who do believe.   

 

We believe, don’t we?   

 

There were many thousands that believed  
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On the Day of Pentecost,  

 

As well as afterwards and through the ages.   

 

God will use His truth to save –  

 

We should never be ashamed of it  

 

Or be afraid to say it.   

 

 

How should we respond  

 

When those we share the Gospel with  

 

Accuse us of being mentally unbalanced?   

 

We should respond as Paul did to Festus,  

 

“I am not out of my mind, most excellent Festus, but I utter words of sober 

truth” (v. 25).   

 

 

We need to remember that what we’re saying is true  

 

Regardless of how others respond to it.   

 

This is their only hope.   

 

If Jesus has not been raised,  

 

We’re all lost.   

 

But since He has,  

 

We are saved,  

 

As well as everyone  

 

Who will believe and trust Jesus.   

 

May the Lord make us bold in telling others  

 

About the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Amen.   
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