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 Reference: VARIOUS 

 
 Church: GRACE Date: 10/3/99 

Why will some people never come to Christ? 
 
Purpose: To demonstrate the helplessness of man in sin and his complete 
inability to please God through his own efforts 
 

1. Introduction 
Beginning a special series on Reformed Theology 
Some such discussions generate more heat than light 
People fall into camps and lob criticism at one another 
Proudly declare their allegiance 
Just like in Corinthians – “I follow Paul”, “I Apollos” 
Parody other believers – sometimes regard with contempt 
not edifying and not Christian 
Will not be doing that in this conference 
The subject is too important 
It  is at the heart of God’s teaching on salvation in the Bible 
Surely one subject we need to understand! 
One subject on which we cannot afford to be mistaken 
Where can we go to find out? 
Dare we go to any man? 
God has given us the Bible so we may know these things for sure 
He has revealed to us the way of salvation 
Our only interest should be to know what the Bible says 
Will look at many passages to get the whole picture 
 
Where shall we start in our study? 
The very best place is to start with man 
God is the Great Physician 
We need to find out His diagnosis of the human condition 
Until we know this, cannot know the prognosis or the remedy 

2. We have an enormous problem 
Ecclesiastes 7:29 Behold, I have found only this, that God made men 
upright, but they have sought out many devices.” 

2.1. God made men upright 
After each day of the work of creation – God said, “good” 
After all complete, “very good” 
Man was perfect – blameless before God 
Walked in obedience to him 
God gave them rules for life 

Genesis 2:16-17 The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any 
tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17 but from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
from it you will surely die.” 

We all know what happened next 
Eve was deceived and ate; Adam ate also 
Then they were cursed and cast out of God’s presence 
They died spiritually that day; 
Their bodies also withered and die in due course. 
But what are the consequences of their fall for us? 
What is our situation today? 

2.2. They have sought out many devices 
The Bible’s diagnosis of our condition is devastating 
Through Adam’s disobedience and rebellion 
We have become polluted too 
The sin he committed, he has passed on to us 

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the 
world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all 
sinned— 

3. Universal in its effects 
All have sinned and fallen short 

Romans 3:9-20 What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we 
have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin; 10 as 
it is written, “There is none righteous, not even one; 11 There is none 
who understands, There is none who seeks for God; 12 All have 
turned aside, together they have become useless; There is none who 
does good, There is not even one.” 13 “Their throat is an open grave, 
With their tongues they keep deceiving,” “The poison of asps is under their 
lips”; 14 “Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”; 15 “Their feet are 
swift to shed blood, 16 Destruction and misery are in their paths, 17 And 
the path of peace they have not known.” 18 “There is no fear of God 
before their eyes.” 19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks 
to those who are under the Law, so that every mouth may be closed and 
all the world may become accountable to God; 20 because by the works 
of the Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes 
the knowledge of sin. 
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4. Lifelong in its manifestations 
We are all affected from birth – not environment 

Psalm 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother 
conceived me. 
Psalm 58:3 The wicked are estranged from the womb; These who speak 
lies go astray from birth. 

And not one area of our beings has been preserved 
All have been corrupted: 

5. The disease affects every part of man  

5.1. Sinful Hearts 
Genesis 6:5 Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on 
the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. 
Genesis 8:21 The Lord smelled the soothing aroma; and the Lord said to 
Himself, “I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the 
intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth; and I will never again destroy 
every living thing, as I have done. 

Notice every intent – every inner motive and desire 
Notice – continually evil – no let up 

Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is more deceitful than all else And is 
desperately sick; Who can understand it?  

It lies to others, it lies to itself 
Ecclesiastes 9:3 This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that there 
is one fate for all men. Furthermore, the hearts of the sons of men are 
full of evil and insanity is in their hearts throughout their lives. 
Afterwards they go to the dead. 

Full of evil – Jesus agreed: 
Mark 7:21-23 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil 
thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting 
and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and 
foolishness. 23 All these evil things proceed from within and defile the 
man.” 
John 3:19 This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, 
and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were 
evil. 

An evil heart means evil desires and affections 
We love evil and hate what is truly good 

5.2. Sinful minds 
Not just the heart is affected – but the mind also 

Romans 1:28-30 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any 
longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things 
which are not proper, 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, 
greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 30 

slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents, 
Ephesians 4:17-19 So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that 
you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their 
mind, 18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the 
life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
hardness of their heart; 19 and they, having become callous, have given 
themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of impurity with 
greediness. 
Titus 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled 
and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their 
conscience are defiled. 

The truth cannot be understood 
1 Corinthians 2:14 But a natural man does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand 
them, because they are spiritually appraised. 

It is even regarded as foolishness 
1 Corinthians 1:18-22 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those 
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,  And the 
cleverness of the clever I will set aside.”  20 Where is the wise man? 
Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world?  21 For since in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-
pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those 
who believe. 

5.3. Sinful wills 
Our wills also are opposed to God. 
We are unwilling to come to Him 
Indeed, we are unable to do so 

Romans 8:5-8 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on 
the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things 
of the Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on 
the Spirit is life and peace, 7 because the mind set on the flesh is 
hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, 
for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 

5.4. Sinful bodies 
Romans 8:10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 
yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness. 
2 Corinthians 4:16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we 
are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day.  

Our very bodies are corrupted and dying through sin 
 

6. The Symptoms Produced By the Disease 
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6.1. Death 
Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, 3 Among 
them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the 
desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, 
even as the rest. 
Colossians 2:13 When you were dead in your transgressions and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having 
forgiven us all our transgressions, 

6.2. Deafness 
John 8:43-44 Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because 
you cannot hear My word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and you 
want to do the desires of your father. 

6.3. Blindness 
2 Corinthians 4:3-4 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing, 4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the 
minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel 
of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 

7. The Spiritual Consequences 

7.1. Slavery 
We are not free, as we proudly imagine 
We are born slaves to the Devil 
He is our master – we are pawns in his game 

Ephesians 2:1-2 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins in which 
you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according 
to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in 
the sons of disobedience. 
1 John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies 
in the power of the evil one. 

We are born slaves to our sin 
Sin is our master – we must obey it 
And we desire to do so with our sinful hearts 
It is not a chore for us to sin – we love it 

Titus 3:3 For we also once were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, 
enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life in malice 
and envy, hateful, hating one another. 

7.2. Wrath 
What is the reaction of a Holy God to such miserable, corrupt 
creatures? 
His just anger and wrath are direct to us 

Saw early – we are His enemies 
Ephesians 2:3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our 
flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by 
nature children of wrath, even as the rest. 

7.3. Condemnation 
Justly sentenced to eternal punishment for our wickedness 

Romans 5:18 So then as through one transgression there resulted 
condemnation to all men, even so through one act of righteousness 
there resulted justification of life to all men. 
1 Corinthians 11:32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the 
Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world. 

8. What can we do about it? 
The question is, what can we do about it? 
Can we change ourselves in any way? 

Job 14:4 “Who can make the clean out of the unclean?  No one! 
Jeremiah 13:23 “Can the Ethiopian change his skin Or the leopard his 
spots? Then you also can do good Who are accustomed to doing evil. 
Matthew 7:17-18 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad 
tree produce good fruit. 

Only God has that power 
We are dead – can a dead person choose to become alive? 
We are spiritually unborn – need to be born 
Did you choose to be born physically? 
We are deaf – can a deaf person make themselves hear? 
We are blind – can a blind person make themselves see? 
We have hardened hearts and darkened minds 
We cannot make ourselves understand the Truth 
We are slaves to sin – it is our master 
Can a slave simply choose to be free? 
We do not have the power to change ourselves 
Then can we even decide to come to God to be changed? 
The answer is no – we cannot even do that 

John 6:44 No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws 
him; and I will raise him up on the last day. 
John 6:65 And He was saying, “For this reason I have said to you, that no 
one can come to Me unless it has been granted him from the Father.” 

Why does God use all these images to teach us? 
Why do so many Scriptures speak so plainly? 
To drive home the Truth 
We are dead, dead, dead! 
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We can do nothing absolutely good 
We cannot desire it, understand it, choose it 
We are utterly unable in Spiritual things 

9. Conclusions 
In summary, every part of our being has been corrupted 
Note - we are not as bad as we could be 
God’s grace restrains us 
But we are bad in every part 
We cannot do good – cannot please God 
Here we are talking of absolute good – not relative 
We can do nothing towards our salvation 
We don’t desire it, understand it and cannot choose it 
 
That sounds like a hopeless situation 
If you are looking to man and his ability, it is hopeless 
There isn’t a shred of hope for man left to himself 
We are born children of wrath 
We are born condemned already of Adams sin 
We are born deserving Hell  
And left to our own devices, that is our fate. 
That is why some will never come to Christ 
 
How is it that any can come then? 
Is there any hope in this devastating diagnosis 
Is salvation possible at all? 
The answer is yes – all praise to God! 
There is a way for man to rise 
It’s a miracle of the highest order! 
And it’s the subject of the next 4 talks in this series 


