
“Whom Do You Really Love?” 
(Job 1:1-2:10)   

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last week, we started down the homestretch of Edwards’ Religious Affections:  So far 

we’ve seen:   

a.  True religion is found in the heart – in the affections.   

(i)  It’s not merely a matter of right doctrine – although that is very important.   

(ii)  It’s not merely a matter of correct form – though our obedience in every area is also 

extremely important.   

(iii)  But it has mainly to do with why we do what we do – it’s a matter of the motives 

and intentions of our hearts.   

 

b.  Second, that these things can be counterfeited by our flesh and by the devil, so we must 

beware:   

(i)  Both of these enemies can simulate godliness.   

(ii)  Both of them are conspiring to destroy our souls.   

(iii)  And so we must examine our experiences to make sure they are the result of 

genuine grace.   

 

c.  Third, how can we know the difference?   

(i)  This is what Edwards is now explaining to us.   

(ii)  And he will show us as clearly as it can be shown.   

 

2.  What has he shown us thus far?   

a.  First, that there are limits on these marks:   

(i)  They can’t tell you what is in someone else’s heart:   

(a)  These are to help you judge your own heart.   

(b)  They will also help you to help others judge their hearts, at least if they have not 

become too entrenched in a false assurance, and to help them avoid this very 

dangerous snare of the devil.   

 

(ii)  We also learned that they won’t be of much help if your graces are low.   

(a)  Sin weakens grace – making it more difficult to see – strengthens corruption – 

which obscures the grace you have – and impairs your ability to see grace even if 

it is there.   

(b)  And so you must first repent of your sins and subdue your corruptions before 

you will be able to see clearly enough to determine your true condition.   

 

b.  Second, Edwards reminded us of what is central to the marks of grace.   

(i)  The essence of true Christianity is true spirituality, which means being indwelled by 

the Spirit.   

(ii)  When He is present, He gives us a new way of using the abilities we already have 

to see things we haven’t seen before, namely, the glory of God in such a way that we 

are irresistibly drawn to it.   



2 

(iii)  This, to Edwards, is what irresistible grace is all about.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This second point is what Edwards will draw on in the remainder of his work.   

a.  Once our eyes are opened to the beauty and glory of God, everything else will follow.   

b.  And so the question he asks you this evening is, Have you seen His glory in such a way 

that it is the real reason you love Him?  Or do you love Him merely because of what 

you believe He has given to you?   

c.  To put it another way, Do you love the Giver only because of His gift, or to you love 

the gift primarily because you love the Giver?   

 

2.  This evening, we’ll consider two things:   

a.  First, that truly gracious affections are founded on love for God as He is in Himself.   

b.  And second, that once you love God for who He is, and not merely for what He gives, 

then self-love, or those things He does for you, will help you love Him even more.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, truly gracious affections are founded on love for God as He is in Himself.   

1.  The first test of whether we have gracious affections is that we love God primarily for who 

He is and not for what we believe He has given to us.   

a.  Certainly we will love Him for what He gives to us – both because of the new 

relationship we have with Him and because of the inheritance He gives us.   

b.  But first of all, we must love Him for Himself.   

 

2.  We saw before that love is the fountain of all the affections, and for the Christian it must 

be the love the Spirit produces in the heart that is that fountain.   

a.  But what is it that must draw that love in our hearts out to God?   

(i)  The primary reason, if you are a true believer, must be that you see the divine 

excellency and glory of God and Jesus Christ.   

(ii)  The same must be true of your love to those things that reflect the same glory and 

excellency:  His Word, works, ways, etc.   

(iii)  It cannot be merely because of how these things benefit you:  because you believe 

God has saved you, because you believe He has forgiven you, because you believe 

He has given you an inheritance in heaven.   

(iv)  This would be to love yourself and your own wellbeing and not God necessarily.   

 

b.  You need to be careful that your love for God is not based solely on something you 

believe He has done for you or will do for you in the future.   

(i)  Though you ought to love Him all the more for the things He gives, you must love 

Him first and foremost apart from His benefits.   

(ii)  Our Lord warns us in our meditation that you must have a love that goes beyond 

that of the unbeliever.  Jesus tells us that even sinners love those who love them 

(Luke 6:32).   

(iii)  The devil realizes that when someone loves God only because of God’s goodness 

to him, that this kind of love is worthless in God’s eyes.  That’s why he accused Job 

of having nothing more than this:   

(a)  “Does Job fear God for nothing?  Have You not made a hedge about him and his 

house and all that he has, on every side?  You have blessed the work of his hands, 
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and his possessions have increased in the land.  But put forth Your hand now and 

touch all that he has; he will surely curse You to Your face” (Job 1:9-10).   

(b)  “Skin for skin!  Yes, all that a man has he will give for his life.  However, put 

forth Your hand now, and touch his bone and his flesh; he will curse You to Your 

face” (2:4-5).   

(c)  If his reasoning hadn’t been sound, the Lord would not have allowed his 

objection to stand.  But He did.   

(d)  Apparently, Satan didn’t know Job loved God for who He was and not merely 

for what He gave him.   

 

c.  The foundation of your love for God must be that He is lovely – that you consider Him 

worthy to be loved.   

(i)  This is what must draw out your heart to Him.   

(ii)  Edwards writes, “This infinite excellency of the divine nature, as it is in itself, is the 

true ground of all that is good in God in any respect; but how can a man truly and 

rightly love God, without loving him for that excellency in him, which is the 

foundation of all that is in any manner of respect good or desirable in him?  They 

whose affection to God is founded first on his profitability to them, their affection 

begins at the wrong end; they regard God only for the utmost limit of the stream of 

divine good, where it touches them, and reaches their interest; and have no respect to 

that infinite glory of God’s nature, which is the original good, and the true fountain 

of all good, the first fountain of all loveliness of every kind, and so the first 

foundation of all true love.”   

(iii)  You cannot love God unless you love what is truly good in Him:  the infinite 

excellency of His divine nature.   

 

d.  Loving God for anything less than this is not to have any gracious love for God at all.   

(i)  There are those who love others only because of something they have done for 

them.   

(ii)  Again, as Jesus said, even sinners love those who love them, or who do good to 

them, or who give to them (Matt. 5:46-47).   

(a)  If you lost your employment, and your insurance, and then your children became 

sick, and there wasn’t anything you could do for them, and it looked like you 

were going to lose those dearest to you; if someone offered to pay for your 

children’s medical care, and to pay your bills, and gave you employment that 

would meet your needs, how would you feel about that individual?   

(b)  You would probably feel some kind of thankfulness, perhaps even love, even 

though you really didn’t know that person.   

(c)  In the same way, you might think you love God because you believe He has 

given something very valuable to you, but still see nothing of the beauty and glory 

of His divine nature.   

(d)  Saul was deeply affected when David spared his life on more than one occasion, 

and yet he continued to hunt David with the intent to kill him.   

(e)  The Israelites sang God’s praises at the Red Sea sang, but refused to trust Him at 

the border of Canaan and so were sentenced to wander in the wilderness until all 

the men of war died off.   

(f)  Love that grows out of gratitude only is no indication that you love God.   
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(iii)  Along these same lines, it’s also possible to love a false idea of God and think that 

you love the true God.   

(a)  Some make a god of their own liking and love Him.   

(b)  Have you ever heard someone say that God is only a God of love and mercy and 

goodness, and that He would never send anyone to hell?  What if that person 

understood that God is a also a God of justice and that He does condemn souls to 

everlasting destruction in hell, would he still love Him?   

(c)  What about those who believe that God does send people to hell, but only against 

His will?  He loves all men and wants them to be saved, but if they refuse Him, 

they will end up being condemned.  Would they still love Him, if they understood 

that God sovereignly chooses whom He will save and bring to heaven, but passes 

over others in His mercy and sends them to hell for their sins?   

(d)  What about those who believe they love God because they think He is just like 

them, that He has prepared a heaven where they will get to do all the things they 

liked doing here on earth?  What if they understood that God is provoked by their 

sins, that He loves holiness and that He requires that they give up the sins they 

love if they are to be saved?  Would they still love Him?   

(e)  It’s easy to love a god of your own making.  The real question is, Do you love 

the true God, the One the Bible reveals?   

(f)  Of course, there are also many who think they love God because they believe He 

saved them and made them His children.  They went to an evangelistic service.  

They heard about God’s mercy towards sinners who believe.  They were told if 

they went forward and prayed the sinner’s prayer that they would be saved.  They 

did and believe they were saved.  They respond by showing God some measure of 

gratitude through worship.  If you asked whether they though God was beautiful, 

they might very likely say yes.  But do they really?  If their love is based solely on 

the belief that God has saved them, and not on the loveliness of God Himself, 

then it’s only their desire to be freed from the fear of hell that makes Him seem 

lovely:  they really don’t love Him at all.   

 

e.  The experience of the saints is different.   

(i)  They don’t see first that God loves them and then decide that He is lovely; but they 

first see that He is lovely, that Christ is excellent and glorious, that His way of 

salvation is not just the only way but the best way, then love rises in their heart for 

Him, and then they see God’s love and favor to them.   

(ii)  Gracious affections begin with God.  Then self-love, or the things He gives, helps 

that love to grow.   

 

B.  Second, once you love God for who He is, and not merely for what He gives, then self-love, 

or those things He does for you, will help you love Him even more.   

1.  There is such a thing as spiritual gratitude; but it’s different from the kind of gratitude 

we’ve just looked at.   

a.  First, gracious gratitude flows out of your love to God for who and what He is.   

(i)  You can know it’s gracious when it flows out of the love that is already in your 

heart for the Lord.   

(ii)  If your heart is already full of love toward God, when He shows kindness, it simply 

flows out towards Him more.   
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(iii)  Edwards writes, “The saint, having seen the glory of God, and his heart being 

overcome by it, and captivated with love to him on that account, his heart hereby 

becomes tender, and easily affected with kindnesses received.”   

(iv)  Gratitude can flow out to someone even if you didn’t love that person before, when 

your heart is moved by some extraordinary kindness, such as when Saul was spared 

by David when the Lord had delivered Saul into his hands.  But this isn’t the same 

thing as when your heart swells with thankfulness towards a dear friend that you 

already love because of their extraordinary kindness towards you.   

(v)  The saints love the Lord because of His kindness, as well as for who He is.  As the 

psalmist writes, “I love the LORD, because He hears My voice and my 

supplications” (Psalm 116:1).   

 

b.  Second, you can know your thankfulness is gracious when you are not only thankful for 

His kindness received, but also when you are moved by it as the revelation of His glory 

and beauty.   

(i)  Edwards writes, “That wonderful and unparalleled grace of God, which is 

manifested in the work of redemption, and shines forth in the face of Jesus Christ, is 

infinitely glorious in itself, and appears so to the angels; it is a great part of the moral 

perfection and beauty of God’s nature.  This would be glorious, whether it were 

exercised towards us or no; and the saint who exercises a gracious thankfulness for 

it, sees it to be so, and delights in it as such:  though his concern in it serves the more 

to engage his mind and raise the attention and affection; and self-love here assists as 

a handmaid, being subservient to higher principles, to lead forth the mind to the view 

and contemplation, and engage and fix the attention, and heighten the joy and love.  

God’s kindness to them is a glass that God sets before them, wherein to behold the 

beauty of the attribute of God’s goodness:  the exercises and displays of this 

attribute, by this means, are brought near to them, and set right before them.  So that 

in a holy thankfulness to God, the concern our interest has in God’s goodness is not 

the first foundation of our being affected with it; that was laid in the heart before, in 

that stock of love which was to God, for his excellency in himself, that makes the 

heart tender and susceptive of such impressions from his goodness to us. Poor is our 

own interest, or the benefits we have received, the only, or the chief objective ground 

of the present exercises of the affection, but God’s goodness, as part of the beauty of 

his nature; although the manifestations of that lovely attribute, set immediately 

before our eyes, in the exercises of it for us, be the special occasion of the mind’s 

attention to that beauty, at that time, and serves to fix the attention, and heighten the 

affection.”   

(ii)  It’s not just that He is being kind to you, but His kindness to you helps you to focus 

more on His love and mercy and this strengthens your thankfulness.   

 

2.  And so consider this evening:   

a.  Do you love God for His glory and infinite beauty, or do you love Him merely for what 

you believe He has given you?   

b.  Your love for God must be first, it must be present even if He didn’t give you anything.   

c.  Strip away all of the benefits, and see if you still love Him.  If you do, your love is 

gracious love.  Amen.   


