
 

“Who Is This Jesus?” 
(Micah 5:2) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  We gather this Lord’s Day, as we do each Lord’s Day, to celebrate the birth of 
a King.  This King is not just any king, but the most unique king of all.  Kings are usually 
born in very prominent and famous places.  It was not so with this King.  He was born in a 
very obscure and out of the way place.  Kings are usually born of royal parentage, having 
kings as fathers and queens as mothers.  This King, at least on the surface, did not appear to 
have any such parentage.  His mother was very humble and not-so-well to do.  His adoptive 
father was a carpenter.  Kings, when they are born, are usually born into rich and lavish 
circumstances, and have the best of the world’s goods at their disposal.  This King was born 
into the lowliest of conditions.  His delivery room was a stable, and His crib, a manger.  
When a future king is born, it usually stops traffic throughout the whole kingdom.  When this 
King was born, though there were several unusual and glorious events which surrounded his 
birth, yet it went relatively unnoticed by the world.  And yet this King, who was born so 
many years ago in these unique circumstances, was the greatest King who has ever entered 
human history.  He is no ordinary King.  He is the King of kings, and the Lord of Lords.  
And His rule, once begun, has never ceased.  He now rules over all the nations on earth, and 
He will rule over God’s kingdom forever.  Who is this King, and what is His name?  Well, 
you know of course that it is Jesus Christ.  And what I would like for us to consider this 
morning is who this Jesus is, and to see that  
 
 He is the One who is both God and man, who was sent by God to rule over all  the 
world.   
 
I.  In Our Passage the Prophet Micah First Points Us to the Fact that Jesus Christ Is 

Both God and Man.   
A.  He Tells Us that Christ Was to Have His Origin in Bethlehem.   

1.  Prophesying in the name of God, he says, “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you One will go forth for Me.”   

2.  Bethlehem was to be the place of origin for the Messiah, the anointed One of God.  
This is obviously referring to His birth, His entrance into the human race.  When 
one is said to come from somewhere, that is understood as being the place from 
which he originated, the place in which he was born.   

3.  And we see confirmation of this in the NT.  When the three wise men came to 
Herod to ask him where the new king was who had been born, Herod was troubled.  
Matthew tells us, “And gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he began to inquire of them where the Christ was to be born.  And they said 
to him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet, “AND 
YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG 
THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A 
RULER, WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL”’” (2:4-6).   

5.  Jesus was to come from Bethlehem, which means that this was to be the place of his 
birth.  Obviously, the Lord was telling us that Christ would be born a man.   



2 

 

 
B.  And Yet Micah Also Makes It Clear that Though He Was to Be a Member of the 

Human Race, Yet He Somehow Transcended It.   
1.  Again, Micah writes, “His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of 

eternity.”   
a.  The words “His goings forth” literally mean “His origins.”   
b.  Yes, Jesus was born some 2000 years ago in Bethlehem, but this was not His 

ultimate beginning, at it is with us.  Micah is telling us here in the strongest 
language available in the Hebrew language, that His origins go back into eternity.   

c.  In other words, Jesus Christ is eternal.   
d.  But how can Christ be eternal, since only God is from all eternity?  Obviously, it 

is because Christ is God.   
e.  When we look at the world around us, the things which are on earth and the 

things which are in the heavens, we immediately know that it had a Creator.  
Everywhere we look we see plan and purpose.  These things tell us, in a voice 
which is not heard, that there was a Master Designer behind it all.   

f.  And this One who designed and created it must have existed before it.  If He is 
the Creator of all things, then He must have existed eternally before all things.  
And this is exactly what the Bible confirms regarding Him.   

g.  Moses writes, “Before the mountains were born, or Thou didst give birth to the 
earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God” (Psalm 
90:2).  God existed from all eternity.  It was He who gave birth to the world.   

h.  But it is also clear from Scripture that the same is true of Christ.  John writes, in 
John 1:1-3, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being 
by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”   

i.  And the author to the Hebrews writes, “THOU, LORD, IN THE BEGINNING 
DIDST LAY THE FOUNDATION OF THE EARTH, AND THE HEAVENS 
ARE THE WORKS OF THY HANDS; THEY WILL PERISH, BUT THOU 
REMAINEST; AND THEY ALL WILL BECOME OLD AS A GARMENT, 
AND AS A MANTLE THOU WILT ROLL THEM UP; AS A GARMENT 
THEY WILL ALSO BE CHANGED.  BUT THOU ART THE SAME, AND 
THY YEARS WILL NOT COME TO AN END” (1:10-12).   

j.  “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yes and forever” (Heb. 13:8).   
k.  If Christ existed in the beginning with God, if He was the Creator of all things, if 

He forever remains the same, He must be God.  John tells us as much where He 
says, “And the Word was God.”   

 
2.  But how can Christ be both God and man?   

a.  The Bible tells us that there is only one God.  Moses writes in Deuteronomy 6:4, 
“Hear, O Israel!  The LORD is our God, the LORD is one!”   

b.  This was the great confession of the OT church, and it is the great confession of 
the NT church as well.   

c.  But the Bible also tells us that this one God exists eternally as three persons, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Each of them are distinct persons; each of 
them is God.   
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d.  It was the second person of the Godhead, the Son of God, whom the Father sent 
into the world to be born in Bethlehem.  Paul writes, “But when the fulness of the 
time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law” (Gal. 
4:4).   

e.  God sent His Son to take upon Himself our nature, to become a man, without 
ceasing to be God.  The way He did this was by sending His Spirit to 
supernaturally conceive the human nature of Christ in the womb of the virgin.     

f.  In this way, both the divine nature and the human nature were inseparably joined 
together in one person, and will remain so forever.   

g.  It is a great mystery, but it is the truth of God.   
 
II.  But Now It Is Important for Us to Ask, “Why Did God Do This?  Why Did He 

Send His Son into the World, and Why Was It Important that He Be both God and 
Man?  Micah Tells Us It Was that Christ Might Be Ruler in Israel.  “From you one 
will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.”   
A.   First, He Was Sent to Be a King.   

1.  If He was to be King, He had to have the right to rule.   
a.  If He was to be King in Israel, it was important that He be of the royal line of 

David, for it was to him and to his descendants that the rule was given.   
b.  God had promised David, “And your house and your kingdom shall endure 

before Me forever; your throne shall be established forever” (2 Sam. 7:16).   
c.  And so Christ was born into the line of David.  Paul writes that Christ “was born 

of a descendant of David according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3).   
d.  Both Mary, the virgin who gave Him birth, and Joseph, Mary’s husband, were 

descended from David.  We find their genealogies listed for us in Matthew 1 and 
Luke 3 which confirms this.   

e.  This also is the significance of His being born in Bethlehem.  David was the son 
of Jesse, the Bethlehemite (1 Sam. 16:1).  Bethlehem was the house of David.   

f.  Even though Bethlehem was considered to be small and insignificant, so as to be 
too little to be listed among the clans of Judah -- and indeed it was too small, for it 
was not thought important enough to be listed by Joshua in the inheritance for 
Judah at the time of the Conquest -- yet it was put on the map by the birth of 
David, and especially by the birth of David’s greater Son.  Matthew wrote, 
“AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH, ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST 
AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME 
FORTH A RULER, WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL”’” (2:6).   

g.  This city, which was considered least, has become to the hearts of God’s people 
by no means least, for it was from here that the King would come forth to rule in 
Israel.   

 
2.  But if He was to rule, it was also important that He have the power to rule, 

especially when you consider that His rule was to extend far beyond Israel.   
a.  The land of Israel in Scripture, after all, was to be picture of what God intended 

for all of His creation someday.  It was not just another nation, but a type of the 
new heavens and the new earth.   

b.  We can easily see this by comparing the promise God made to Abraham in the 
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OT with Paul’s commentary on it in the New.   
c.  God said to Abraham, after he and Lot had parted company, “Now lift up your 

eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and 
eastward and westward; for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and to 
your descendants forever” (Gen. 13:14-15).   

d.  Here, God was obviously referring to the land of Canaan.  Of this there is no 
doubt in the OT.   

e.  But yet when Paul speaks of the same promise in the NT, he adds a different 
dimension that wasn’t seen before.  He writes, “For the promise to Abraham or to 
his descendants that he would be heir of the world [italics mine] was not through 
the Law, but through the righteousness of faith” (Rom. 4:13).   

f.  The author to the Hebrews goes beyond this to tell us that God had made this 
known to Abraham as well.  He writes, “By faith Abraham, when he was called, 
obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he 
went out, not knowing where he was going.  By faith he lived as an alien in the 
land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, 
fellow heirs of the same promise; for he was looking for the city which has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Heb. 11:8-10).   

g.  Abraham lived as an alien in the land of promise while he continued to look for 
the city which God was preparing for him.   

h.  The land of Israel was not the final kingdom, but the whole earth is.  This is the 
blessing which will be given to those who are Christ’s.  Jesus says in Matthew 
5:5, “Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.”   

i.  This is one of the reasons why I believe Christ needed to be God, as well as man.  
As man, His ability to rule would be very limited.  He would not have the 
necessary knowledge or power to govern, nor would He be able to oversee the 
whole range of things that would take place in His realm.   

j.  But as God, He would have unlimited knowledge, so that He would be well 
aware of all that goes on; He would have unlimited power, to bring to pass His 
laws and to administer justice; and He would have an unlimited presence, so that 
He could see all the infractions of His Law and bring the most perfect evidence 
against it in the end when all of the acts of men are put on trial.   

k.  He was born a man in the line of David for the right to rule over God’s kingdom.  
But He is also God, the Almighty, who has the knowledge, power, and presence 
to rule over all of the created realm on behalf of His Father.   

 
B.  But There Are Two Other Things which a King Must Do Before He Can Begin to 

Reign.  And Here Are Two More Reasons Why Christ Must Be both God and Man.   
1.  A king must conquer a realm before he can rule over it.   

a.  As I said, Christ was born to be a King who will rule in Israel.  But yet His rule 
extends beyond Israel, even to the whole world.   

b.  But the Bible tells us that the rule of this world was handed over by our 
forefather Adam to another, to a usurper of God’s authority, to the devil.   

c.  He is the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 22), the god of this world (2 Cor. 
4:4).   

d.  He needed to be vanquished, before Christ could begin His rule.   
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e.  And this is exactly what Christ did when He came into this world.   
f.  He bound the devil, the strongman, and began to plunder his house (Matt. 12:29).   
g.  But He especially dealt a decisive blow to the head of the serpent on the cross, 

where He once and for all crushed the head of the serpent, as the Lord said that 
He would so many years ago when man first fell (Gen. 3:15).   

h.  And now the power of the devil has been greatly limited.  Christ has set up His 
kingdom, and it continues to expand throughout the whole earth taking the devil’s 
territory.  His kingdom is the stone cut without hands which puts an end to the 
governments of the earth and itself fills the whole earth.   

i.  In order to defeat such a supernatural foe as the devil, Christ Himself needed to 
be a supernatural being, far more powerful than the devil.  And this He has as 
God.  He has infinite power to subdue Him.   

 
2.  But having conquered a territory is no guarantee that the subjects will willingly 

submit to their new ruler.  A king must also conquer His subjects before he can rule 
over them.   
a.  Those who had willingly submitted all their lives to the devil’s rule, will not now 

so easily change their allegiance.   
b.  The Bible says that all men are born into the world predisposed to follow the 

devil.  We all come into the world children of wrath and follow the course of this 
world, the prince of the power of the air (Eph. 2:2).   

c.  In this condition we would never have approached the light of Christ.  We loved 
our darkness too much to come to the light, for we were afraid that the light 
would expose our sins (John 3:20).   

d.  But through His work Christ also subdued His people to Himself.   
e.  In His death on the cross, He bore their sins and released them from their debt to 

God.  He also earned for them His Holy Spirit to put within them a new heart and 
to make them willing to come and to submit to His rule.   

f.  Christ had to be a man to stand in the place of His people and to take the 
punishment which was meant for them.  They owed the debt.  They had to pay 
it, but could not.  But Christ paid the debt for them and set them free from their 
bondage to sin and death.   

g.  And in order that His payment could be accepted on behalf of this host which no 
man could number, it was necessary that His personal worth be enough for them 
all.  This is why it was important that Christ be God.  As a perfect man, His 
death would have been enough for only one man.  But as God, His worth is 
infinitely beyond that of all men put together.  This is why He is able to save to 
the uttermost those who put their trust in Him.   

h.  When Christ discharged the debt of His people on the cross and satisfied the 
justice of God, this released them from the power of the devil, for he could no 
longer charge them with any sin.  And when He sent forth His Spirit to apply His 
work to His people, this changed their hearts and made them willing to come and 
serve Him in His kingdom.   

i.  Now His subjects love and serve Him freely, for it is now the delight of their 
hearts through the free grace of God.   
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3.  Seeing then that Christ Jesus is this great King who has delivered His people from 
their sins, the only question which remains to be asked this morning is, “Is Jesus 
Christ your King?   
a.  Have you submitted to rule of this King?  Has He released you from your 

bondage to the devil?  Are you in Christ’s kingdom or in Satan’s?   
b.  What Christ did, He did not do for all.  If He had, then all would be saved.  But 

all are not saved, nor does the Bible say that they will be.   
c.  Nor has what Christ done automatically become the possession of those whom 

He died for.  The Bible says that you must first repent and believe on Him.  You 
must turn from your sins and embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as your only hope of 
heaven.   

d.  How can you know whether or not you have done so?  You must look into your 
heart and see if it has been subdued by Him.  You must search your heart to see if 
you really love this King, not only for what He has done, but also for who He is?  
Do you love His holiness?  Do you love His righteousness?  Do you love Him 
for His infinite and exacting justice?  Do you love Him for being One who hates 
sin and loves righteousness?  And do you love Him as the One who has 
sovereignty over the destiny of the souls of all men, to save some in heaven, and 
to condemn others to hell?   

e.  If you can honestly say that you love this King for all that He is, even though 
there is a very natural fear of Him mixed with it, then you have received His 
benefits and are members of His kingdom.  Rejoice and be glad, for this One who 
was born into the world has saved you from your sins.   

f.  But if you do not love this one, then listen to the words of the prophet, “Do 
homage to the Son, lest He become angry, and you perish in the way, for His 
wrath may soon be kindled.  How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!” (Ps. 
2:12).   

g.  Do not perish outside of Christ.  It is true that those who stubbornly refuse to 
come to Him will in the end perish in His wrath.  But how blessed are those who 
take refuge in Him.  Won’t you make the Lord Jesus Christ your refuge and 
strength?  If so, come to Him now.  Trust in Him now.   

h.  But if you refuse to listen to His voice, realize that you will one day be destroyed 
by Him in everlasting fire.  If you would escape this judgment, you must seek the 
Lord while He may be found.  You must seek Him to awaken your cold heart to 
your danger.  You must seek Him to make you willing to come, and to give you 
the gift of faith.  Christ is the only way.  Seek Him, and live.  Amen.   


