
“Who Is This Jesus?” 

(Mark 4:35-41) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  We’ve just finished looking at Jesus’ teaching regarding the 

kingdom.   

1.  Jesus tells us what He expects from us:  to advance it by sharing His truth.   

2.  We know what reward to expect:  He will give to us according to what we give 

to others and more.   

3.  And we know what to expect regarding the kingdom itself:  it will continue to 

move forward, fill the earth and eventually dominate every nation.   

 

B.  Preview:  Jesus now goes on to reveal a little more regarding who the King of this 

kingdom really is – that He’s not just another prophet, but that He is God in human 

flesh.   

1.  The disciples already knew something of who He was – that He was the 

Messiah.   

a.  They knew the Father had singled Him out at His baptism with a voice from 

heaven (1:11).   

b.  They knew He had authority to preach the Word in a way the scribes and 

Pharisees could not (v. 22).  

c.  They knew He had authority over unclean spirits (vv. 23-27, 34; 3:11).   

d.  They knew He had authority over sickness – He healed many who were ill (v. 

32):  a leper (v. 40), a paralytic (2:1-12), a man with a withered hand (3:1-5), 

and many others (3:10).   

e.  They knew He had authority to forgive sins (v. 10).   

 

2.  But they still didn’t realize that Jesus was God in human flesh.   

a.  Now Jesus reveals the fact that He can command even the wind and the 

waves, and they obey Him.   

b.  This would trump everything they had seen up to this point.   

(i)  When they saw it, they asked, “Who then is this, that even the wind and 

the sea obey Him!”   

(ii)  They were afraid, because they knew now that they were standing in the 

presence of God.   

 

3.  This morning, let’s consider who Jesus is.  We’ll look at two things:   

a.  First, Jesus’ authority over the Creation shows that He is the Creator.   

b.  And second, that His sovereignty extends not only over the Creation, but also 

over the events that take place within His Creation.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Jesus’ authority over the Creation shows that He is the Creator.   
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1.  His disciples should already have known something of this by what they had 

seen Him do.   

a.  They saw His authority over the demonic realm.   

(i)  That He could cast them out with a word.   

(ii)  They are created beings, and He certainly had power over them.   

 

b.  They also saw His authority over sickness.   

c.  Somehow the disciples still didn’t see who He was, or if they did, they still 

had some doubt.  And so Jesus did something to open their eyes:  He 

commanded the elements, and they obeyed.   

(i)  He rebuked the wind, and it stopped blowing.   

(ii)  He said to the waves, “Hush, be still,” and they became perfectly calm.   

(iii)  They submitted to His authority.   

(iv)  When the disciples saw it, they were terrified.   

 

2.  They were terrified because of what this authority implied:  that this man was 

the Creator; that He was God.   

a.  It’s true that the Lord had done things like this through certain men in the 

past:   

a.  He had parted the Red Sea through Moses (Ex. 14).   

b.  He had cleansed Naaman the leper through Elisha (2 Kings 5).   

c.  He had also raised the dead through the same prophet (2 Kings 4).   

 

b.  But there were certainly things surrounding Jesus’ ministry, and things He 

did, that had never been seen before.   

(i)  Can you think of anyone else in the pages of Scripture that was singled 

out by the Father’s voice from heaven, “This is My Beloved Son in whom 

I am well pleased”?   

(ii)  Did anyone else have the authority to forgive sins?   

(iii)  Had anyone before Jesus cast out a demon?   

(iv)  Who, in their own name and on their own authority, had ever 

commanded the Creation and saw it submit?   

(a)  When Moses parted the Red Sea, he did so by calling on God.   

(b)  When Jesus calmed the wind and the waves, He commanded them 

directly.   

 

(v)  They obeyed Him, because He was the One who created them; because 

He is God.   

(i)  We read in Genesis 1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and 

the earth” (v. 1).   

(ii)  The One who did this was none other than the Son of God.   

(a)  John writes, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with 

God.  All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him 

nothing came into being that has come into being” (John 1:1-3).   
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(b)  Paul writes regarding Jesus, “He is the image of the invisible God, 

the firstborn of all creation.  For by Him all things were created, 

both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 

thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things have been 

created through Him and for Him” (Col. 1:15-16).   

 

(iii)  And of course, He could do this because He is God.   

(a)  Paul, writing to the church at Rome regarding the privileges of the 

Jews, said, “Of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to 

the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God.  

Amen” (Rom. 9:5, NKJ).   

(b)  Jesus is God , who took our nature – who became a man – that He 

might save us from our sins.   

 

(vi)  Let’s first of all remember what the Gospel message is:  The Creator 

became a creature – God became man – to save man from sin.   

(i)  The One who was unlimited became limited.   

(ii)  The Eternal One entered time.   

(iii)  The Infinitely Blessed One entered a world of sinners to suffer and 

die.   

(iv)  The Law-Maker and Judge submitted to His Law and was condemned 

in His own court, to bring pardon and peace.   

(v)  Don’t look for another way of salvation – you won’t find it.   

(vi)  Jesus did what no one else could because He is God.   

(vii)  He is the One you must look to for salvation.   

 

B.  But let’s take one more lesson away from this event:  Jesus is the Lord of Creation, 

as we’ve seen; but He is also the Lord of Providence – of the things that happen in 

this world in general and in your life in particular.   

1.  Jesus created – as we’ve seen – but Creation is the just the first part of a much 

more comprehensive plan.  He is also Lord over the remainder of that plan.   

a.  The author to the Hebrews writes, “And He is the radiance of His glory and 

the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of 

His power” (Heb. 1:3).   

b.  Jesus is the Lord of history:  He controls what happens in this world – even 

the wind and the waves.   

(i)  Why do you think that storm came up in the first place?  It was part of the 

Lord’s plan.   

(ii)  He wanted to test the faith of the disciples; He wanted to see if they 

would believe Him when He told them they were going to the other side 

(more accurately, He wanted them to see if they would believe Him).   

(iii)  They didn’t believe – they were afraid – they doubted His Word – they 

thought Jesus brought them into the deep waters to let them perish.   

(iv)  They had weak faith.   
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2.  How strong is your faith?  Do you trust that the Lord who controls history is in 

control of your life?   

a.  The Lord has a plan – nothing that happens to you happens by accident and it 

always happens to you for your good, “And we know that God causes all 

things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28).   

b.  He has also given you a promise – He said that He would be with you and 

bring you safely to heaven:   

(i)  Peter writes that you “are protected by the power of God through faith for 

a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” (1 Pet. 1:5).   

(ii)  Paul writes, “For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a 

good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6).   

(iii)  Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow 

Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one 

will snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:27-28).   

(iv)  He is just as much with you as He was with the disciples in the boat.   

 

c.  And so how are you faring in the storms He brings to test your faith?   

(i)  Are you able to trust Him in the difficult times?   

(ii)  Or have you found yourself thinking more like the disciples – the Lord 

has brought you out to the middle of the sea to drown you?   

(iii)  Did the Lord really do all that He did for you only to let you perish?   

 

d.  This is where faith can make a big difference.   

(i)  If you believe Him, you can have comfort in the middle of your difficult 

circumstances.   

(ii)  If you trust Him, you can have courage in situations where other men 

could not.   

(iii)  You can know He will bring you safely to the other side, if you will just 

have faith.   

(a)  Weak faith will always result in fear.   

(b ) But strong faith will give you both comfort and courage.   

(c)  Don’t forget that He is the One who planned the very circumstances 

you’re faced with for your good.   

(d)  And so learn from the disciples’ failure; don’t be afraid, but trust Him.  

Amen.   
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