
“Who Is the King of Glory?” 
(Psalm 24:7-10) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning we considered that God made the earth for all mankind, but He 
reserved heaven for those who are holy.   
a.  It’s not hard to understand why:   

(i)  God is infinitely holy:   
(a)  He loves what is right and good.   
(b)  He will not tolerate sin in His presence.   

 
(ii)  His cannot look upon evil without being disposed justly punish to it, which 

is why no wicked man will ever stand in His presence.   
 

b.  If we would stand before Him, then, certain things must be true of us:   
(i)  We must have clean hands:  be guilty of having done nothing wrong:   

(a)  Having committed no evil.   
(b)  Having done everything right.   
 

(ii)  We must have pure hearts:   
(a)  Do the right things for the right reasons.   
(b)  Not hypocritically, like the Pharisees.   
 

(iii)  We must be those who don’t worship false Gods.   
(iv)  We must be those who speak the truth, keep our promises, vows, oaths.   
(v)  We must be those who seek the Lord – even as Jacob – who seek Him in 

prayer and who seek His glory in our lives.   
 
2.  David says that it’s only those who are like this that will ultimately be blessed, 

who will see God, who will be satisfied with righteousness.   
a.  This is what we as believers aspire to, isn’t it?  Finally to enter into heaven and 

to see God?   
b.  The only way we or anyone else can get there is that we be perfect.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  The question the first half of the psalm left us with is:  How can this be true of us?  
How can we be holy so that we may ascend the hill of the Lord and stand in His 
presence?   
a.  We clearly don’t qualify:   

(i)  We were born with stained hands:  the sin of Adam clung to us:  the imprint 
of the forbidden fruit was in them.  Since then, we sinned many times over.   

(ii)  We were born with impure hearts:  corrupt and full of sin.   
(iii)  We didn’t love God; we loved everything more than God.   
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(iv)  We’ve said things that weren’t true, made promises we didn’t keep.   
(v)  We have never sought the Lord continually, for His glory and honor above 

our own.  At least these things were true of us when we came into the world 
and until we came to know Christ.   

(vi)  And even having come to know Him, we are still far from perfect.   
(vii)  How can we – who are so imperfect – expect to ascend the hill of the Lord 

– if perfection is what God requires?   
 
b.  David gives us the answer this evening:  It’s only through the ascension of the 

King of glory to the throne of grace.   
(i)  The King of Glory has overcome our enemies.   
(ii)  He has ascended the hill of the Lord.   
(iii)  He now stands in the presence of God for us.   

 
2.  Tonight, we’ll consider three questions:   

a.  Who is this King of Glory?   
b.  What has He done that we might ascend the hill of the Lord and enter into 

heaven?   
c.  And finally, how can we know that He has ascended the hill of the Lord for us?   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, who is this King of Glory?   
1.  David here speaks of the bringing in of the Ark of the Covenant into the holy city:  

Jerusalem.   
a.  It is a holy procession up the hill of the Lord, through the gates of Jerusalem, to 

the resting place of the ark, which was the tent David pitched for it (2 Sam. 
6:17).   

b.  The ark is the symbol of God’s presence:   
(i)  The doors of the holy city – the gates, the ancient doors – are called upon to 

open to their King, the Lord of Glory,  
(ii)  That He might enter in and take His rightful place in the tent, the Temple, 

the holy place of His presence, and from there rule Jerusalem through His 
Word and by His Spirit.   

 
c.  He is their Champion:  “The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle” 

(v. 8).   
(i)  He is the One who fought for Israel.   
(ii)  Who conquered their enemies.   
(iii)  Who returns victoriously.   
(iv)  And who now is to be worshiped and glorified.    
 

2.  The ark and this procession were pointing to the person and work of Christ.   
a.  He is this King of Glory.   
b.  Since I really can’t show you this unless we get into the next question, we’ll 

need to see it there.   
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B.  The second questions is:  What has Jesus done that we might ascend the hill of the 
Lord and enter into heaven?  Simply put, He has ascended the hill of the Lord, He has 
entered into heaven, He is the only One who has.  The procession of the ark up the 
hill of the Lord, through the gates of Jerusalem and into the holy place is a picture of 
this work.   
1.  The ark represented the office and work of Christ.   

a.  The ark is actually the throne of God:   
(i)  It represented the fact that Israel was a Theocracy:  God was their King.   
(ii)  But it pointed to the fact that Jesus was born to be a king:  the King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords.   
 

b.  The seat on the ark was called the mercy seat:   
(i)  It was where the blood of the atonement was sprinkled.   
(ii)  The ark contained the tables of the covenant:  the covenant that was broken.   
(iii)  When God would look at the covenant through the mercy seat and the 

sprinkled blood, He was propitiated, His justice was satisfied.   
(iv)  That blood that atoned for the broken covenant pointed to the shed blood 

and atonement of Christ.   
 

2.  The ark represented the Lord who fought Israel’s battles:  The LORD strong and 
mighty, the LORD mighty in battle” (v. 8).  The same is true of Christ.   
a.  He is the One who fought with the devil and overcame him.     
b.  He repelled the enemy at every turn:  resisted every temptation.   
c.  He bound the strongman in His earthly ministry and began plundering his 

house.   
d.  He crushed the serpent’s head on the cross and forever freed His people from 

his power.   
e.  He is currently subduing the enemy under His people’s feet.   
f.  And one day He will destroy the devil forever in the lake of fire.   
g.  He is our Champion who has freed us from God’s judgment and our enemy, 

and set us free.   
 

3.  And the procession of the ark up the holy mountain into the presence of God 
represents Christ ascension and session.   
a.  After Jesus died, destroying the enemy, He rose again.   
b.  After His resurrection, He ascended and entered heaven in triumph (Eph. 4).   

(i)  We are told that He entered the greater and more perfect tabernacle in 
heaven, not through the blood of bulls and goats, but through His own blood.   

(ii)  He inaugurated the New Covenant with His blood.   
(iii)  He was crowned King.   
(iv)  And now He appears in the presence of God for us.   
(v)  The fact this is true was evidenced by the outpouring of the Spirit and 

giving gifts to His church (Eph. 4).   
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4.  This procession and ascension of the hill of the Lord by the ark then is a picture of 
the work of Christ.  But remember, the battle Jesus fought was not a physical one, 
but spiritual.   
a.  To defeat our enemy, He had to obey and He had to die.   
b.  And in doing so, He met the qualifications we failed to meet:   

(i)  He lived perfectly:  clean hands.   
(ii)  He had a pure heart:  without sin.   
(iii)  He loved His Father perfectly.   
(iv)  He kept His oaths and vows.   
(v)  He sought God perfectly and continually.   
(vi)  He has received the promised blessing of righteousness in God’s presence 

for us.   
 

c.  Jesus has qualified us to receive the blessings of God:  all we need to do is trust 
in Him.   

 
C.  But there is one more point:  how can we know that He has ascended the hill of the 

Lord for us?   
1.  The only way we can know is that He is producing this image in us.   

a.  Jesus provided the necessary righteousness, this is what gets us into heaven.  
b.  But He has also broken the power of sin that we might now be not merely 

positionally holy, but practically holy.   
 

2.  When we see these Christ-like characteristics being formed in us, we can know 
that He has become our Champion, our surety:   
a.  We can know because our hands are becoming cleaner:  we are becoming more 

obedient.   
b.  Because our hearts are becoming purer:  we are growing more in the love of 

Christ.   
c.  Because we are becoming truer to our Word.   
d.  Because we are seeking Him more.   
e.  Because we can see Christ being formed in us, we can know that we are true 

believers, that Christ has ascended to heaven for us.   
f.  He is working on us, making us fit for heaven, preparing us for the transition 

from this world into the next.   
g.  And the work He begins on earth, He will perfect in heaven.   

(i)  We saw that God cannot endure sin in His presence.   
(ii)  He will never need to:  Christ perfects all whom He saves.   
(iii) By the time our soul reaches heaven, we will be perfect.   
 

h.  And so we can ascend the hill of the Lord because Jesus has ascended that hill 
as our Champion, and we can know that He has done so for us because we see 
His same image being formed in us.   

i.  Is His image being formed in you?   


