
“Who Is the Faithful Slave?” 
(Matthew 24:45-51) 

 
 
 

 The last time we were in this chapter, we saw that Jesus at this point was 
beginning to make a noticeable shift in moving from language which focused on the 
destruction of Jerusalem in A. D. 70 to that which centered more on His Second Coming.  
Remember the problem I told you about in these two chapters.  There is no question that 
Jesus begins chapter 24 by speaking of His coming in judgment against Jerusalem and the 
Temple.  But there can also be no question that by the time He gets to the end of chapter 
25, He is definitely speaking about His glorious Second Coming and the final judgment 
at the end of the world.  The problem is:  When does He move from one subject to the 
other?  I told you before that this question has been answered in different ways in the 
church.  There are those who believe that Jesus is speaking only about the future in these 
two chapters, about a rebuilt Temple, a covenant made with the anti-Christ for 7 years, a 
breaking of that covenant and a great Tribulation that will involve the whole world.  
There are also those who believe He is speaking only about the past, that all of these 
things were fulfilled in A. D. 70, including the resurrection, rapture and final judgment.  
Everyone else sees that Jesus is really speaking both about the past and the future.  But 
the question is, where does He leave off one and pick up the other?  Some say that He 
shifts from one to the other throughout chapter 24, but then begins to speak only about 
the Second Coming after verse 34 – the verse which talks about this generation not 
passing away until all these things have happened.  Others see Jesus speaking just about 
A. D. 70 until that verse, and then the Second Coming from then on.  Still others see 
Jesus speaking about both events throughout the passage until you get perhaps to the 
parable of the Ten Virgins or the Sheep and Goat Judgment.   

Now in what we’ve seen to this point, there certainly are elements that apply to 
both events, since whenever the Lord brings judgment, He does similar things.  But I 
believe that in 24:4-44, He is primarily addressing the destruction of the Temple, and 
then begins to focus more on His Second Coming beginning in verse 45.  Let me just 
remind you of a couple of the reasons.  From this point on, Jesus doesn’t apply what He 
is saying to the disciples as strongly as He had before.  In the first 44 verses, He applied 
what He said to them directly at least nineteen times.  From verse 45 to the end of chapter 
25, He makes only one application.  Jesus also begins to talk now about longer periods of 
time before He comes, a time frame which doesn’t necessarily come to a close with signs 
of His coming, such as in the parable of the talents where He says, “After a long time the 
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them” (25:19).  He begins to talk 
about a public judgment that will happen when He returns, such as again in the parable of 
the Talents where the master settled accounts with his slaves (25:19), or in the Sheep and 
Goat Judgment where all the nations are judged according to their works (v. 32).  And He 
begins to talk about a great judgment on the wicked, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth and eternal fire (24:51; 25:12, 30, 41); and a great reward for the 
righteous, where they are put in charge of many things, enter into the joy of their master, 
and inherit the kingdom which was prepared for them from before the foundation of the 
world (24:46-47; 25:21, 23; 25:34, 46).  I don’t think there can be any question that now 
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Jesus has the Second Coming more in view, although we would have to admit that 
because these two events are so much alike in many ways, Jesus still applies some of 
what He says in this section to His disciples to prepare them for His return in A. D. 70.  
Remember that even though they knew He was coming, they still did not know the day or 
the hour.  Therefore they had to be ready at all times.   

But now that Jesus begins to speak more directly about His Second Coming, what 
He says is going to be more directly relevant to us.  Like the disciples, we don’t know the 
day or the hour of His return, but we do know that He is coming.  He may come for us at 
our death, or He may come for us at His coming again in glory.  But either way, we need 
to be ready.  And so let’s look at what our Lord says now in this light, so that we will be 
better prepared to meet Him when He comes.   

Jesus really addresses this theme of getting ready in the next three parables, but 
with a slightly different emphasis in each.  He also gives us a glimpse of the final 
judgment for the same reason.  He is warning us ahead of time to be ready – just as He 
warned the disciples about A. D. 70 –, and tells us how we can be ready.  In the first 
parable – which is the one we’ll be looking at this morning – He tells us to be ready for 
His coming by being faithful in what He has given us to do while we are waiting for Him.  
In the second, He tells us to prepare by being in a state of watchfulness and readiness for 
His return.  And in the third, He tells us to be ready by making good use of the gifts and 
resources He has given us.  Let’s use the remainder of our time now to consider how the 
Lord wants us to be faithfully doing what He has given us to do, while we are waiting for 
His return.   

In this first parable, Jesus asks His disciples a question, “Who then is the faithful 
and sensible slave whom his master put in charge of his household to give them their 
food at the proper time?”  The answer should have been “them.”  They were the ones 
who were called to be faithful and sensible.  Remember the Lord had called these men to 
follow Him, so that He might train them over a period of three and a half years, so that 
they could carry on His work when His time on earth had come to an end.  After He was 
gone, it would be up to them to care for God’s household.  It would be up to them to 
continue to preach the Gospel, so that the Lord might gather His elect people together.  It 
would be up to them to teach and disciple those who had come to faith, so that the Lord’s 
sheep would know how to worship and serve Him.  And it would be up to them to care 
for God’s flock, to keep them from going down the path of sin, and to encourage them to 
keep their feet on the path of righteousness.  Like the faithful slave his master can trust to 
care for the needs of his household, so the Lord was entrusting the care of His house into 
their hands.  Now if they did this faithfully, they could look forward to the blessing of 
their master – “Blessed is that slave whom his master finds so doing when he comes.  
Truly I say to you, that he will put him in charge of all his possessions” (vv. 46-47).  
Jesus will tell them later that if they are faithful with a little, He will entrust them with 
much more (25:21).  In essence, He says the same thing here.  That slave, who is faithful 
in what little he has of his master’s goods, will be put in charge of all his possessions, 
meaning in this case that if the disciples are faithful with their charge over Christ’s 
church, they will inherit the kingdom, the new heavens and the new earth, with all the 
glory and happiness that comes with it.  But if, on the other hand, they are like the slave 
who doesn’t manage his master’s goods as he should, if they use their privileges for their 
own gain, rather than for the good of Christ’s household, Jesus says that like the master 
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who comes at a time his slave doesn’t expect and executes judgment on him, so the Lord 
will execute judgment on them.  What Jesus has in mind here is a person who claims to 
be a disciple, but who shows himself not to be a true believer by his unfaithfulness.  
Obviously, He’s not talking about a true believer, because for one thing a true believer 
would never fall this far away, and for another, a true believer will never share in the 
devil’s punishment by being thrown into the lake of fire, where the pain is so intense that 
those who are there can only cry and gnash their teeth in pain.  Notice that Jesus says the 
master will assign him a place with the hypocrites.  A hypocrite is someone who pretends 
to be a believer, when he really isn’t.  The way you can usually tell that a person is a 
hypocrite is by the way they live.  A believer, though he struggles with sin, generally 
walks in the way of the Lord, whether others are watching him or not.  But a hypocrite 
generally walks in the way of sin when others aren’t watching, and struggles to keep up 
the appearance of a Christian when they are.  And so we have here the promise of 
blessing to the disciples for faithfulness and the threat of punishment for unfaithfulness.   

But now, how should we apply this passage to our situation today?  The first 
application has to be toward those who are elders in Christ’s church.  They are the ones 
who have been entrusted with authority over the Lord’s household in His absence, now 
that the apostles and prophets have gone off the scene.  The elders need to make sure that 
they are faithful in the Lord’s house, to feed the Lord’s people with the milk and meat of 
the Word, to make sure that His people are worshiping the Lord as they should both in 
private and in public and that they are walking in His commandments.  They are not only 
to teach God’s people through their words, but also through their examples.  Now they’re 
not going to do this perfectly, nor to everyone’s satisfaction.  But they must be faithful.  
If they set their heart and mind to do this – if they read and study God’s Word, if they 
first apply it to their own lives by turning away from all sin and in following after all 
righteousness, and then apply it to God’s people by way of instruction and example –, 
then their service will be pleasing to Christ.  That is what really matters.  The elder 
always has to be on his guard.  The temptation will always be there to please the people 
under his charge first, before Christ, since these are the ones he has to face at least every 
week.  However, he must always remember that if he seeks to serve and please Christ 
first, he cannot help but please God’s people, because this is what they truly want.  Now 
if the elder is faithful in his charge, Jesus says he will have a great reward.  Peter writes, 
“When the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory” (1 Pet. 
5:4).  But if he is unfaithful in his charge and shows himself to be nothing more than a 
hypocrite, he will receive an even greater punishment than the rest of the wicked, because 
of his greater advantages and responsibilities.   

But this principle can be applied to each one of us as well.  The elders are not the 
only ones who have been given responsibility and authority from the Lord to feed and 
take care of others.  Those of us who are fathers have been given a charge by the Lord to 
serve those in our households.  We are called by the Lord to feed and nurture our wives – 
as Paul says, to wash them with the water of the Word (Eph. 5:26) –, and to bring up our 
children in the discipline and instruction of the Lord (6:4).  Although the Lord has called 
the elders of the church to come alongside us and help us in this work, it is primarily our 
responsibility.  We are to make sure that our households are going in the direction the 
Lord wants us to go, as well as providing for their physical needs.  Wives, you are called 
to be faithful to submit to your husbands as they seek to teach you and lead you and your 
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children in the ways of the Lord (5:22), and you are to be faithful in your calling to teach 
and nurture your children, since the Lord has ordered things in such a way that you will 
be spending far more time with them.  And children, your responsibility is the simplest of 
all, but not necessarily the easiest.  The Lord calls you to be faithful in obeying your 
parents, because they are the ones the Lord has given to teach you and guide you in His 
commandments.  Solomon, the wisest father who ever lived, taught his son, “My son, 
observe the commandment of your father and do not forsake the teaching of your mother; 
bind them continually on your heart; tie them around your neck.  When you walk about, 
they will guide you; when you sleep, they will watch over you; and when you awake, 
they will talk to you.  For the commandment is a lamp and the teaching is light; and 
reproofs for discipline are the way of life” (Prov. 6:20-23).   

But now as this responsibility is ours, so is the reward.  If we are faithful with 
what the Lord has given us to do, we will be blessed – we will inherit the kingdom of 
heaven, with all of its glory and joy.  But if we are faithless, if we neglect or abuse our 
authority or our privileges, showing that we really don’t belong to Christ, we will be 
cursed.  When Jesus comes for us at our death, or at His Second Coming, He will cut us 
in pieces and assign us a place with the hypocrites, “weeping shall be there and gnashing 
of teeth” (Matt. 24:51).  And so the Lord has set before us something to encourage us and 
something to strike fear in our hearts, because He knows that we need both.   

But even though it isn’t explicitly in our text, there is something else that He sets 
before us this morning, and that is the means by which we will be able to do the things 
He calls us to do faithfully – and that is faith in Jesus Christ.  There is no way that you or 
I or anyone else can even come close to doing what God wants us to do apart from Christ.  
We might be able to look good to others – even hypocrites can do that – but we won’t 
look good to Him.  Even with the Lord’s help, we still won’t be able to do these things as 
well as we should.  But Jesus can, and He did.  Jesus was the perfect child, the perfect 
adult, the perfect father for His children, and the perfect elder and apostle for His church.  
He was perfect in every way so that He could give you and me His perfection through 
faith.  And so as you set your heart to do what the Lord calls you to do this morning 
through this passage, so that you will be ready to meet the Lord when He returns for you, 
don’t forget that you must look to Jesus Christ every day in faith for His righteousness, as 
well as in faith for His strength to do what He calls you to do.  If you do these things, you 
will be ready for His return.  Amen.   


