
“Who Do You Say He Is?” 

(Mark 8:27-30) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time we were in Mark, we considered the miracle Jesus performed of 

opening the eyes of one who was blind.   

a.  Of course, Jesus healed many who were blind.   

b.  But there was something unique about this healing:  it was progressive.   

(i)  He spit on his eyes and laid hands on him, and the man began to see, but 

not clearly.   

(ii)  Then Jesus laid His hands on his eyes, and his sight was restored.   

 

2.  Why did Jesus heal the man in two steps when He could have just as easily done 

it in one?   

a.  He was likely teaching us something about His kingdom:   

(i)  When the Lord opens your eyes, He doesn’t show you everything at once.   

(ii)  Sanctification – growth in holiness – is progressive.   

(iii)  As the Lord works with you throughout life, He progressively opens 

your eyes to greater depths of His truth and views of His glory.   

 

b.  This was to show us two things:   

(i)  That the younger you are and the less you know, the less the Lord expects 

from you; but as you grow – and the Lord certainly expects you to grow – 

He will expect more.   

(ii)  Likewise, He doesn’t want you to expect too much from those who are 

young – whether physically or spiritually.   

(a)  You need to show them the same consideration Jesus showed His 

disciples.   

(b)  Don’t lay too heavy a yoke on the necks either of your children or of 

young converts.   

(c)  Come along side of them, encourage them and help them to grow into 

that yoke, as Jesus did those under His care.   

(d)  Don’t expect maturity from those who are still under age.   

 

(iii)  This morning, the Lord will show us something more of where this 

spiritual sight begins:  from the Father.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  By now Jesus had become very well known.   

a.  Many were talking about Him – as well as formulating ideas as to who He 

might be.   

(i)  Jesus, of course, knew what they were thinking.   
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(ii)  He was also aware of how His Father was working in the lives of His 

disciples.   

(iii)  And so He takes this opportunity to question them – both as to what 

people thought, as well as themselves, to teach them a very important 

lesson.   

 

b.  First, He asked what others thought.  They answered,  

(i)  That some say You are “John the Baptist.”   

(a)  Herod thought this – he thought John had risen from the dead – after 

he had killed him – which in his mind explained why there were 

miraculous powers at work in Him.   

(b)  Apparently, he wasn’t the only one who believed this.   

 

(ii)  Others thought He might be “Elijah.”   

(a)  Elijah was another of the Old Covenant prophets (as well as John),  

(b)  Known for his powerful miracles.   

(1)  Jesus performed miracles.   

(2)  The Lord also said through Malachi that He would send Elijah 

before the Day of the Lord (4:5).   

(3)  Perhaps Jesus was Elijah.   

 

(iii)  If not Elijah, perhaps Jeremiah (Matt. 16:14), or one of the other 

prophets.   

(a)  Not because of any specific predictions concerning them,  

(b)  But because they also were mightily used by God.   

 

(iv)  The disciples neglected to mention what the Pharisees thought about 

Him:   

(a)  That He was in league with the devil.   

(b)  They knew that could never be true.   

 

c.  But again, He wasn’t so much interested in what people thought, as much as 

He was in what His own disciples were thinking.   

(i)  And so He asked them, “But who do you (plural) say that I am?”   

(ii)  Peter answered for all of them, “You are the Christ;” Matthew adds, “the 

Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16).   

 

d.  Jesus knew they were aware of this and was pleased; but He also warned 

them not to tell anyone.   

(i)  Why?   

(ii)  Again, because of where He was at in His ministry.   

(a)  What would happen after Jesus declared Himself to be the Messiah?   

(b)  The Jewish leaders would arrest Him and hand Him over to the 

Romans for crucifixion.   

(c)  It was still early in Jesus’ ministry.   

(d)  There was still much to do.   



3 

(e)  And so Jesus wanted this to be kept secret.   

 

e.  But let’s again return to the question of what everyone thought about Jesus 

and why.   

(i)  Most thought highly of Him – that He was John the Baptist, Elijah or one 

of the prophets.   

(a)  The Pharisees thought evil of Him – that He was in league with the 

devil.   

(b)  But the disciples knew He was the Messiah.   

 

(ii)  How did the disciples know?   

(a)  Mark doesn’t tell us, but Matthew does in his account.   

(b)  After Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” 

Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and 

blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven” 

(Matt. 16:16-17).   

 

(iii)  Jesus hadn’t made this too widely known.   

(a)  John had pointed Him out as the Lamb of God – though he had some 

question later (Matt. 11:2-3).   

(b)  He revealed Himself to the woman at the well in Samaria (John 4:26).   

(c)  He was doing the works of the Messiah.   

(d)  People were drawing their own conclusions regarding Him – some 

flattering, some not so flattering.   

(e)  But in the middle of all these varied opinions, the disciples had a 

settled conviction.   

(1)  How did they know?  Why were they so certain?   

(2)  It wasn’t because any man told them.   

(3)  It was because the Father revealed it to them.   

 

2.  The Lord asks you this morning, Who do you say He is?   

a.  If you really want to know, you need more than man’s opinion.   

b.  The Father must reveal Him to you.   

c.  In light of this, let’s consider two things:   

(i)  You can only learn so much about Jesus from others.   

(ii)  The Father must reveal His Son to you if you are to be saved.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, you can only learn so much about Jesus from others.  Jesus says, “Flesh and 

blood did not reveal this to you” (Matt. 16:17).   

1.  There is only so much you can learn from others – only so much you can learn 

on your own.   

a.  Again, consider all the varied opinions from those who saw Him,  

(i)  From those who heard Him.   

(ii)  Most still had no idea who He was.   
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b.  What you come into this world with by nature can only take you so far.   

(i)  You might be able to understand the facts about Jesus.   

(ii)  You can believe these things are true.   

(iii)  Unlike the people in Jesus’ day, you can even know that Jesus is the 

Messiah.   

(a)  Then it was hidden.   

(b)  But now you can read about it in the Bible.   

 

(iv)  But there’s still something you can’t know.   

(a)  Something you need to know to be saved,  

(b)  Something that no one can show you.   

(c)  But something the Father must teach you, if you are to be saved.   

 

2.  Likewise, there’s only so much you can do to bring others to Jesus.   

a.  You can tell them the truth.   

(i)  At least you can if you know it.   

(ii)  And you should certainly study it until you know it well.   

(iii)  You should also work on making it as plain and understandable to others 

as you possibly can.   

 

b.  You can also speak about these things and live in a way that will at least 

make others see that you believe them.   

(i)  If you’re unconvincing, it’s likely that no one will believe you.   

(ii)  But realize that even if you do these things, it’s still not enough.   

(iii)  There must be more:   

(a)  The Gospel is the power of God to salvation.   

(b)  But the power doesn’t come from you.   

(1)  You can only call people outwardly.   

(2)  You can only teach them so much.   

(3)  You can move their hearts only so far.   

(4)  Again, something more is needed.   

 

B.  The Father must reveal His Son to you if you are to be saved.   

1.  You must be called outwardly – you need to hear the Gospel; you need to bring 

the Gospel to others – but He must also call you inwardly, if you are to come 

savingly to Jesus.   

a.  He must reveal Himself to you.   

(i)  Listen to what Jesus said to His disciples as they returned from preaching 

the Kingdom throughout Israel.   

(ii)  “At that very time He rejoiced greatly in the Holy Spirit, and said, ‘I 

praise You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden 

these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed them to 

infants.  Yes, Father, for this way was well-pleasing in Your sight.  All 

things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who 

the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and 

anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him” (Luke 10:21-22).   
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b.  The Father must reveal the Son to you, and the Son must reveal the Father.   

(i)  They must teach you and draw you spiritually.   

(ii)  Jesus says, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me 

draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.  It is written in the 

prophets, ‘AND THEY SHALL ALL BE TAUGHT OF GOD.’  Everyone 

who has heard and learned from the Father, comes to Me” (John 6:44-45).   

 

c.  The reason they must teach you and you can’t learn it yourself is because of 

your natural blindness.   

(i)  There are things you can’t see because of the Fall.   

(ii)  Your heart is darkened by sin – you can’t see the beauty and glory of 

God.   

(iii)  Apart from His grace, you can’t even understand it.   

(a)  It’s like missing one of your five senses.   

(b)  Could you ever understand what color is if you never saw it – could 

anyone possibly explain it to you?   

(c)  Could you understand melody or harmony if you couldn’t hear?   

(d)  No.  But if you saw color, if you heard harmony, you would 

immediately understand it.   

(e)  In the same way, unless the Lord gives you the ability to see and 

appreciate who and what He is, you will never see or understand.   

(f)  Flesh and blood can’t reveal it to you – only God can.   

 

2.  The same holds true as you try to bring others to Jesus.   

a.  They are also blind.   

b.  You might be able to help them understand the truth;  

(i)  You might convince them that God exists,  

(ii)  That He sent His Son to die for sinners;  

(iii)  You might be able to help them see their danger;  

(iv)  But God must reveal His Son to them, if they are to be saved.   

(v)  He must open their eyes by the Holy Spirit.   

(vi)  This is what He does in the New Birth, “Jesus answered and said to him, 

‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God’” (John 3:3).   

 

3.  And so what do you think about Jesus?  Who do you say He is?   

a.  Some today think He was a great moral teacher.   

(i)  Some a prophet.   

(ii)  On the more negative end of things,  

(a)  Some think He was a lunatic at best,  

(b)  Or a liar at worst;  

(c)  Some don’t believe He existed at all,  

(d)  That He was just made up by the church.   

 

b.  But what about you?  What do you believe?   
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(i)  Do you believe He is the Christ?   

(a)  That He is the Son of the living God?   

(b)  Have you trusted Him?   

(c)  Have you confessed Him, as Peter and the disciples?   

(d)  As every true believer?   

(e)  Then you are safe.   

 

(ii)  But be warned,  

(a)  If you believe He is anything less, one day you will find out the hard 

way that He is who He said He was,  

(b)  Unless you turn from your sinful way of thinking and trust in Him.   

(c)  May the Lord teach you and reveal His Son to you, may He draw you 

to Himself, and grant you the new birth this morning.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


