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I.  Introduction:  What should we think of the things that potentially threaten the world?   

A.  What are some of these things?   

1.  Nuclear Holocaust:   

a.  The cold war.   

b.  The Cuban Missile Crisis.   

c.  North Korea and Iran developing nuclear weapons.   

 

2.  Religious threats:  Islam.   

3.  Miscellaneous threats:   

a.  Y2K.   

b.  Ebola.   

c.  SARS.   

d.  Avian Flu.   

e.  Bee mites.   

f.  Economic meltdown.   

 

B.  What about the Mayan Calendar?   

1.  What is the Mayan Calendar?   

a.  “The Maya calendar is a system of calendars used in pre-Columbian Mesoamerica, 

and in many modern communities . . .   

b.  “The essentials of the Maya calendar are based upon a system which had been in 

common use throughout the region, dating back to at least the 5th century BCE.  It 

shares many aspects with calendars employed by other earlier Mesoamerican 

civilizations, such as the Zapotec and Olmec, and contemporary or later ones such as 

the Mixtec and Aztec calendars.  Although the Mesoamerican calendar did not 

originate with the Maya, their subsequent extensions and refinements of it were the 

most sophisticated.  Along with those of the Aztecs, the Maya calendars are the best-

documented and most completely understood.   

c.  “By the Maya mythological tradition, as documented in Colonial Yucatec accounts 

and reconstructed from Late Classic and Postclassic inscriptions, the deity Itzamna is 

frequently credited with bringing the knowledge of the calendar system to the 

ancestral Maya, along with writing in general and other foundational aspects of 

Maya culture” (Wikipedia).   

 

2.  Why is there a concern regarding it?  Because the calendar ends.   

a.  In an article entitled “Mayan Calendar Discovery Confirms 2012 ‘End Date,’” dated 

June 29, 2012, Rossella Lorenzi writes,  

(i)  “An ancient Maya text has emerged from the jungles of Guatemala confirming 

the so-called ‘end date’ of the Maya calendar, Dec. 21, 2012.”   

(ii)  http://news.discovery.com/history/maya-long-count-calendar-end-date-

120629.html   
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b.  This brought about speculation that the Mayans actually somehow knew the day the 

world would end.  Here were some theories that emerged in 2009 the end of the 

world, from an article entitled, “The Top Ten 2012 Doomsday Scenarios.”   

(i)  10. Changes in the Sun’s magnetic field will lead to powerful flares.   

(ii)  9. The Earth’s magnetic field will reverse.   

(iii)  8. The Earth’s rotation axis will tip. 

(iv)  7. A grand alignment of Jupiter and Saturn will gravitationally perturb Earth.   

(v)  6. The Sun will align with the galactic equator on the winter solstice. 

(vi)  5. The black hole in the galactic center will affect us. 

(vii)  4. An asteroid will smash into Earth.   

(viii)  3. The rogue planet Nibiru will swing by Earth. 

(ix)  2. Supernovae or hypernovae will irradiate Earth. 

(x)  1. A cloud of negative energy engulfs the solar system.   

(xi)  http://news.discovery.com/space/ray-villard-doomsday-theories.html   

 

3.  What does the world think about this?  In an article entitled, “2012 Doomsday Poll 

Brings out the Believers,” dated May 4, 2012, Ian O’Neill writes,  

a.  “Last night, Jay Leno cracked a joke on The Tonight Show that, oddly, generated few 

laughs.  Commenting on TV shopping channels and the idea that you are more likely 

to be persuaded to buy junk late at night, Leno said, ‘I bought a 2013 Mayan 

calendar, I feel like such a moron.’   

b.  “The audience’s reaction could be interpreted one of two ways – they were either 

fatigued of the ‘Mayan doomsday’ nonsense (one would hope), or a large part of the 

22 percent of the American public who actually believe the world is going to end in 

their lifetime attended Leno’s show.  (Or the joke wasn't that funny, sorry Jay.) 

c.  “According to an international poll carried out by Ipsos Global Public Affairs on 

behalf of Reuters News, 22 percent of Americans believe they will experience some 

kind of Armageddon in their lifetime.  When asked specifically about the idiotic 

notion that an ancient mesoamerican calendar can foretell doom, 12 percent of 

Americans agreed with the statement:  ‘the Mayan calendar, which some say “ends” 

in 2012, marks the end of the world.’   

d.  But it’s OK America, you're not alone:  “One in ten (10 percent) respondents in 21 

countries agree ‘the Mayan calendar, which some say ‘ends’ in 2012, marks the end 

of the world’ – 2 percent strongly agree, 8 percent somewhat agree.  The majority of 

world citizens (90 percent), however, disagree with this interpretation – 73 percent 

strongly, 16 percent somewhat.  Two in ten (20 percent) of those in China are in 

agreement with the statement, followed at the top of the global list by 13 percent in 

each of:  Turkey, Russia, Mexico, South Korea and Japan.  Only 4 percent in 

Germany and Indonesia seem to believe the prophecy, joined by 7 percent in Great 

Britain, South Africa and Italy” (Ipsos).   

e.  “The poll was conducted among 16,262 adults in 21 countries.   

f.  Does this survey really indicate some kind of thriving ‘doomsday’?”   

g.  http://news.discovery.com/human/doomsday-2012-poll-120504.html.   

 

4.  What did the Mayans actually believe?   
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a.  Again, Lorenzi, speaking of the Mayan text from Guatemala, writes,  

(i)  “Considered one of the most significant hieroglyphic finds in decades, the 1,300-

year-old inscription contains only the second known reference to the ‘end date,’ 

but does not predict doomsday.   

(ii)  “‘The text talks about ancient political history rather than prophecy,’ Marcello 

A. Canuto, director of Tulane University’s Middle American Research Institute, 

said.   

(iii)  “According to the archaeologists, the 2012 reference would have been a 

political move by the Calakmul king, who wanted to reassure the peoples of La 

Corona after the stunning defeat. 

(iv)  “The key to understanding the reference to 2012 is a unique title that the king 

gave himself, said the archaeologists. 

(v)  “In the text, he calls himself the ‘13 K’atun lord’ – the king who presided over 

and celebrated an important Mayan calendar ending, 13 K’atun calendar cycle, in 

the year 692. 

(vi)  “In order to vaunt himself even further and place his reign into an eternal 

setting, the Maya king connected himself forward in time to when the next higher 

period of the Maya calendar would reach the same 13 number – December 21, 

2012.”   

(vii)  http://news.discovery.com/history/maya-long-count-calendar-end-date-

120629.html   

 

b.  Another interesting question is:  Does the Calendar really end?   

(i)  There have been Mayan Calendars discovered that go much further into the 

future.   

(ii)  In an article entitled “Oldest Mayan Calendar Found, and It Goes Way Beyond 

Dec. 12, 2012 [sic],” dated May 11, 2012, Stephanie Pappas, writes,  

(a)  “The oldest-known version of the ancient Maya calendar has been discovered 

adorning a lavishly painted wall in the ruins of a city deep in the Guatemalan 

rainforest. 

(b)  “The hieroglyphs, painted in black and red, along with a colorful mural of a 

king and his mysterious attendants, seem to have been a sort of handy 

reference chart for court scribes in A.D. 800 — the astronomers and 

mathematicians of their day. Contrary to popular myth, this calendar isn't a 

countdown to the end of the world in December 2012, the study researchers 

said.  

(c)  “‘The Mayan calendar is going to keep going for billions, trillions, octillions 

of years into the future,’ said archaeologist David Stuart of the University of 

Texas, who worked to decipher the glyphs.  ‘Numbers we can't even wrap our 

heads around.’   

(d)  “The Maya recorded time in a series of cycles, including 400-year chunks 

called baktuns.  It’s these baktuns that have led to rumors of an end-of-the-

world catastrophe on Dec. 21, 2012 — on that date, a cycle of 13 baktuns will 

be complete.  But the idea that this means the end of the world is a 

misconception, Stuart said.  In fact, Maya experts have known for a long time 
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that the calendar doesn't end after the 13th baktun.  It simply begins a new 

cycle.  And the calendar encompasses much larger units than the baktun.”   

(e)  http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2012/0511/Oldest-Mayan-calendar-

found-and-it-goes-way-beyond-Dec.-12-2012-video 

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org  


