
“The End of the World, Part 3” 

(How to Use These Scenarios to Evangelize) 

 

 

 

III.  Using End of the World Scenarios to Evangelize.   

A.  Review:   

1.  We’ve seen there will always be end of the world scenarios.   

a.  Atomic bomb.   

b.  Cold War/Cuban Missile Crisis.   

c.  Y2K/Global economic meltdown.   

d.  The Mayan Calendar.   

 

2.  But we’ve also seen that the end can’t come yet.   

a.  At the very least, there are still those who need to be reached with the Gospel.   

(i)  Remember, “The Lord GOD does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to 

His servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7).   

(ii)  What has He revealed?   

(a)  That the kingdom must first spread throughout the whole earth:  “But the 

stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth” 

(Dan. 2:35).   

(b)  That He must first save some from every nation, tribe, and tongue:  “And they 

sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the book and to break its 

seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from 

every tribe and tongue and people and nation’” (Rev. 5:9).   

(c)  That all of Jesus’ enemies must first be subdued:  “For He must reign until He 

has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that will be abolished is 

death” (1 Cor. 15:25-26).   

 

b.  Until that happens, the Lord isn’t through with this world.   

(i)  It must continue until all His elect are gathered.   

(ii)  This means, among other things, that those passages many understand as 

meaning that Jesus could come at any time – even during the time of the disciples 

– couldn’t have meant that.   

(iii)  They instead were referring to His near coming in judgment against His Old 

Covenant people for their rejection of the Messiah – something that did apply to 

the disciples, but not to us.   

 

B.  Using these end of the world scenarios to evangelize.   

1.  Why do these scenarios even come up?  Why do they happen?   

a.  Does anything happen outside of God’s will?   

(i)  No.   

(ii)  He says through Isaiah, “Remember the former things long past, for I am God, 

and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end 

from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, 
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saying, ‘My purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good 

pleasure’” (Isa. 46:9-10).   

(iii)  It must be His will that these things happen.   

 

b.  What could the Lord be seeking to do through them?   

(i)  If they’re real, they’re undoubtedly His judgment:  “For the wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who 

suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (Rom. 1:18).   

(ii)  Whether they’re real or not, the Lord must intend that they promote the work of 

His kingdom:   

(a)  Everything He does is to promote that work.   

(b)  This must be for that reason as well.   

 

(iii)  What kind of affect do these things have on people?   

(a)  It makes them afraid, insecure.   

(b)  Because they think they’re going to die.   

 

(iv)  What happens when people are afraid they’re going to die?   

(a)  They become humbled,   

(b)  Begin to take a good look at reality,  

(c)  Look outside themselves for help,  

(d)  Begin to seek for God.   

 

(v)  What do we call this?   

(a)  Awakening.   

(b)  This is half the battle in evangelism:   

(1)  Getting people to pay attention.   

(2)  If they don’t sense they’re in trouble,  

(3)  They’ll never look for a Savior.   

 

2.  How can you use the fact they’re awakened to the advantage of the Gospel?   

a.  While they’re concerned for their lives, point them to safety.   

(i)  To the One who can protect their life.   

(ii)  To the One who can protect their soul in eternity.   

(iii)  Explain what God has done through His Son to save sinners.   

(iv)  Tell them that the Lord will receive all who come to Him.   

(v)  Urge them to turn from their sins and believe.   

 

b.  Does your personal character make any difference?   

(i)  Even though you can’t save them – only God can –  

(ii)  Your personal conviction can have a profound effect on them.   

(iii)  Your love and concern for them and their souls.   

(iv)  Your speaking from the heart to the heart, the word of faith with faith, the story 

of life with life.   

 

c.  What if the danger isn’t real?   
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(i)  Would it be wrong to side-step that issue for a time?   

(a)  Do you have to deal with it first?   

(b)  If someone was concerned that Harold Camping’s predictions regarding the 

end of the world were true,  

(c)  Can you first point them to Jesus,  

(d)  Before you tell them the truth about that prediction?   

 

(ii)  If someone believes they are in danger, point them to Christ.   

(a)  The fact is, they are in danger.   

(b)  They do need Him.   

(c)  If they trust Him, don’t forget to tell them what you know about the situation.   

(1)  But don’t forget to tell them also about the Lord’s faithfulness in not 

allowing the world to end until He’s finished with His work,  

(2)  And that He will be faithful in bringing them to heaven.   

 

(d)  What if they don’t trust Him?  Should you alleviate their concerns regarding 

the end of the world scenario?   

(1)  You may regarding that particular scenario.   

(2)  But don’t forget to enforce the one you know is coming.   

 

3.  What can you do if there isn’t anything like this going on to wake them up, or even if 

there is?   

a.  Use the Law.   

(i)  Tell them about God’s rule of right and wrong.   

(ii)  Apply it to them – that they have broken that rule.   

 

b.  Tell them about the consequences of breaking the Law.   

(i)  The wages of sin is death.   

(ii)  Not just physical, but eternal.   

 

c.  Tell them about God’s justice.   

(i)  That He will judge all they’ve done.   

(ii)  That there is a final judgment.   

 

d.  Use what God has given you to awaken them.   

(i)  That’s exactly what John the Baptist did when he was preparing the way for the 

Messiah:  “So he began saying to the crowds who were going out to be baptized 

by him, ‘You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  

Therefore bear fruits in keeping with repentance, and do not begin to say to 

yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,” for I say to you that from these 

stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham.  Indeed the axe is already laid 

at the root of the trees; so every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 

thrown into the fire’” (Luke 3:7-9).   

(ii)  That’s what they did during the Great Awakening.   

(a)  There was no end of the world scenario.   

(b)  But there was preaching that was calculated to awaken.   
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(c)  This is how Edwards believed evangelistic preaching should take place, 

“They ought indeed to be thorough in preaching the word of God, without 

mincing the matter at all; in handling the sword of the Spirit, as the ministers 

of the Lord of hosts, they ought not to be mild and gentle; they are not to be 

gentle and moderate in searching and awakening the conscience, but should be 

sons of thunder.  The word of God, which is in itself sharper than any two-

edged sword, ought not to be sheathed by its ministers, but so used that its 

sharp edges may have their full effect, even to the dividing asunder soul and 

spirit, joints and marrow” (1:401).   

 

(iii)  The tone should be adjusted according to the circumstances.   

(a)  Evangelistic preaching should be sharp.   

(b)  Funerals need to be more sensitive.   

(c)  Personal witness should contain more personal concern.   
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