
“The End of the World, Part 2” 

(Indications His Coming Is Far Off) 

 

 

 

I.  What should we think of the things we hear about that potentially threaten the end of the 

world?   

A.  Review:  There are always going to be things that threaten to end our existence.  How 

should we deal with them?   

1.  The first thing we could do is look at the evidence a bit more closely to see if a 

particular theory will fall by its own weight.  That’s what we did with the Mayan 

Calendar, and that’s what happened.   

a.  The end date of the calendar was really a political maneuver by one of the kings to 

reassure his people of his power to protect their future.   

a.  “‘The text talks about ancient political history rather than prophecy,’ Marcello A. 

Canuto, director of Tulane University’s Middle American Research Institute, said.   

b.  “According to the archaeologists, the 2012 reference would have been a political 

move by the Calakmul king, who wanted to reassure the peoples of La Corona 

after the stunning defeat. 

c.  “The key to understanding the reference to 2012 is a unique title that the king 

gave himself, said the archaeologists. 

d.  “In the text, he calls himself the ‘13 K’atun lord’ – the king who presided over 

and celebrated an important Mayan calendar ending, 13 K’atun calendar cycle, in 

the year 692. 

e.  “In order to vaunt himself even further and place his reign into an eternal setting, 

the Maya king connected himself forward in time to when the next higher period 

of the Maya calendar would reach the same 13 number – December 21, 2012.”   

f.  http://news.discovery.com/history/maya-long-count-calendar-end-date-

120629.html   

 

b.  The Mayan Calendar really has no end.   

a.  “‘[It] is going to keep going for billions, trillions, octillions of years into the 

future,’ said archaeologist David Stuart of the University of Texas, who worked to 

decipher the glyphs.  ‘Numbers we can't even wrap our heads around.’   

b.  “The Maya recorded time in a series of cycles, including 400-year chunks called 

baktuns.  It’s these baktuns that have led to rumors of an end-of-the-

world catastrophe on Dec. 21, 2012 — on that date, a cycle of 13 baktuns will be 

complete.  But the idea that this means the end of the world is a misconception, 

Stuart said.  In fact, Maya experts have known for a long time that the calendar 

doesn’t end after the 13th baktun.  It simply begins a new cycle.  And the calendar 

encompasses much larger units than the baktun.”   

c.  http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2012/0511/Oldest-Mayan-calendar-found-

and-it-goes-way-beyond-Dec.-12-2012-video 

 

2.  But what if these theories on closer examination don’t fall?  What if they are a real 

threat?  Then we must go to the Scripture.   
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a.  What should we expect to find there?  The truth about the future.   

(i)  “Surely the Lord GOD does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His 

servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7).   

(ii)  He has already told us in His Word how the world will end.   

(a)  Not the specific day or hour.   

(b)  But enough for us to know the season.   

 

b.  We should also find hope through the truth.   

(i)  “For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that 

through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 

hope” (Rom. 15:4).   

(ii)  There is not only the hope of eternal life in God’s Word.   

(iii)  There is also hope from knowing exactly what God intends to do.   

 

c.  Here’s one further thought:  Even if a threat might potentially line up with how God 

says the world is going to end, if He isn’t done with the world yet, we still don’t need 

to be overly concerned.   

(i)  Some thought the atomic bomb might destroy the world, “Plutonium had not 

existed four years earlier and no-one was totally sure what reaction there would 

be when the bomb was detonated.  There were varied opinions as to what might 

happen – some believed it would fail to explode.  One scientist, the brilliant 

physicist Enrico Fermi, went to the other extreme and believed that it would set 

fire to the Earth’s atmosphere and create huge fires around the world” 

(http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/manhattan_project.htm).   

(ii)  Would this be the event that would cause the elements to melt with fervent heat, 

Peter spoke of (2 Pet. 3:12)?   

(iii)  No.  God won’t let it if He isn’t done with the world.   

(a)  Remember, He created it for a reason:  the work of redemption.   

(b)  And until that purpose is fulfilled, He won’t let anything destroy it.   

 

B.  This evening, let’s consider what the Bible says about the end of the world to consider 

whether He is done with it.   

1.  There are certainly several views in the church about when the world ends.   

a.  Historic Premillennialism.   

b.  Dispensational Premillennialism.   

c.  Amillennialism.   

d.  And Postmillennialism.   

 

2.  What does each have to say about the end of the world?  When, in their view, could the 

world end?   

a.  What about Historic Premillennialism.   

(i)  We could enter the Tribulation at any time.   

(ii)  Jesus will come at the conclusion and resurrect the righteous.   

(iii)  A thousand year period of peace and prosperity will follow (Millennium).   

(iv)  Then Satan will be released, Armageddon will take place, followed by the 

judgment of the wicked, the end of the old world and the beginning of the new.   
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(v)  Technically, the world has at least 1007 years left.   

 

b.  Dispensational Premillennialism.   

(i)  Jesus could rapture His church at any time; when He does, He will raise the dead 

in Christ.   

(ii)  The Tribulation will follow.   

(iii)  Jesus will come at the conclusion; He will raise the righteous Jews.   

(iv)  A thousand year period of peace and prosperity will follow.   

(v)  Then Satan will be released, Armageddon will take place, followed by the final 

judgment of the wicked, the end of the old world and the beginning of the new.   

(vi)  Again, the world has at least 1007 years remaining.   

 

c.  Amillennialism.   

(i)  We are now in the Tribulation and in the Millennium.   

(ii)  The release of Satan could come at any time (Armageddon).     

(iii)  Jesus’ return will follow.   

(iv)  When He does, the thousand years will be over.   

(v)  Then will come the resurrection, the final judgment of all men, the end of the old 

world and the beginning of the new.   

(vi)  The end of the world could be quite near, depending on how long it is from the 

time Satan is released to the time Christ returns.   

 

d.  Postmillennialism (Preteristic).   

(i)  The Tribulation took place in 70 AD.   

(ii)  The Kingdom continues to advance.   

(iii)  It must fill the whole earth, before Jesus returns.   

(iv)  After He returns, the thousand years will be over.   

(v)  Then will come the resurrection, the final judgment of all men, the end of the old 

world and the beginning of the new.   

(vi)  The end of the world is still a long ways off.   

 

e.  What are some of the indicators that the end of the world is still far off?   

(i)  The kingdom hasn’t yet filled the earth.   

(a)  “But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the 

whole earth” (Dan. 2:35).   

(b)  “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which 

will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it 

will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure 

forever” (v. 44).    

 

(ii)  The nations haven’t yet been discipled (Matt. 28:18-20).   

(iii)  The kingdom hasn’t yet become a refuge for all the nations.   

(a)  “He presented another parable to them, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is 

like a mustard seed, which a man took and sowed in his field; and this is 

smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the 
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garden plants and becomes a tree, so that THE BIRDS OF THE AIR come and 

NEST IN ITS BRANCHES’” (Matt. 13:31-32).   

(b)  “The tree grew large and became strong and its height reached to the sky, and 

it was visible to the end of the whole earth.  Its foliage was beautiful and its 

fruit abundant, and in it was food for all.  The beasts of the field found shade 

under it, and the birds of the sky dwelt in its branches, and all living creatures 

fed themselves from it” (Dan. 4:11-12).   

(c)  “'The tree that you saw, which became large and grew strong, whose height 

reached to the sky and was visible to all the earth and whose foliage was 

beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which was food for all, under which the 

beasts of the field dwelt and in whose branches the birds of the sky lodged – it 

is you, O king; for you have become great and grown strong, and your majesty 

has become great and reached to the sky and your dominion to the end of the 

earth” (vv. 20-22).   

 

(iv)  The kingdom hasn’t yet exerted a strong influence on the whole earth:  “He 

spoke another parable to them, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a 

woman took and hid in three pecks of flour until it was all leavened’” (Matt. 

13:33).   

(v)  The Lord’s Prayer hasn’t yet been answered:  “Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our 

Father who is in heaven, hallowed be Your name.  Your kingdom come. Your 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’” (Matt. 6:9-10).   

(vi)  All of Christ’s enemies haven’t yet been subjected:   

(a)  “For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.  The last 

enemy that will be abolished is death” (1 Cor. 15:25-26).   

(b)  “For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the 

name which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE 

WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father” (Phil. 2:9-11).   

 

(vii)  We haven’t yet seen the conditions Isaiah said would take place (when the new 

heavens and earth have come, at least, in principle in Christ’s kingdom):   

(a)  “‘For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the former things 

will not be remembered or come to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in 

what I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem for rejoicing and her people for 

gladness.  I will also rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in My people; and there 

will no longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying.  

No longer will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man 

who does not live out his days; for the youth will die at the age of one hundred 

and the one who does not reach the age of one hundred will be thought 

accursed.  They will build houses and inhabit them; they will also plant 

vineyards and eat their fruit.  They will not build and another inhabit, they will 

not plant and another eat; for as the lifetime of a tree, so will be the days of My 

people, and My chosen ones will wear out the work of their hands.  They will 

not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they are the offspring of 
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those blessed by the LORD, and their descendants with them.  It will also 

come to pass that before they call, I will answer; and while they are still 

speaking, I will hear.  The wolf and the lamb will graze together, and the lion 

will eat straw like the ox; and dust will be the serpent’s food.  They will do no 

evil or harm in all My holy mountain,’ says the LORD” (Isaiah 65:17-25).   

(b)  “May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, like showers that water 

the earth.  In his days may the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till 

the moon is no more.  May he also rule from sea to sea and from the River to 

the ends of the earth.  Let the nomads of the desert bow before him, and his 

enemies lick the dust.  Let the kings of Tarshish and of the islands bring 

presents; the kings of Sheba and Seba offer gifts.  And let all kings bow down 

before him, all nations serve him.  For he will deliver the needy when he cries 

for help, the afflicted also, and him who has no helper.  He will have 

compassion on the poor and needy, and the lives of the needy he will save.  He 

will rescue their life from oppression and violence, and their blood will be 

precious in his sight; so may he live, and may the gold of Sheba be given to 

him; and let them pray for him continually; let them bless him all day long.  

May there be abundance of grain in the earth on top of the mountains; its fruit 

will wave like the cedars of Lebanon; and may those from the city flourish like 

vegetation of the earth.  May his name endure forever; may his name increase 

as long as the sun shines; and let men bless themselves by him; let all nations 

call him blessed” (Ps. 72:6-17).   

 

 (viii)  All the elect haven’t yet been gathered in, and considering that there must be 

people from every nation and tribe and people saved, the Gospel must first reach 

every nation on earth.   

(a)  “Now if their transgression is riches for the world and their failure is riches 

for the Gentiles, how much more will their fulfillment be!  But I am speaking 

to you who are Gentiles.  Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I 

magnify my ministry, if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow 

countrymen and save some of them.  For if their rejection is the reconciliation 

of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?” (Rom. 

11:12-15).   

(b)  “And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the book and to 

break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood 

men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation’” (Rev. 5:9).   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


