
“When Will Christ Return?” 
(Romans 11:11-15) 

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  Are there times when you grow tired of this world?   
a.  Struggling with your sin.   
b.  The situations in the world:  war, disease, famine, uncertainty.   
c.  Strife and division in the church.   
 

2.  When this happens, what do you find yourself thinking about the most?   
a.  To have it all come to an end, to have peace.   
b.  Maybe you begin thinking about heaven:  the sweet by and by.   
c.  If you are trusting in Christ, one day you will be there.   
 

3.  One day Jesus is coming to take us home.   
a.  He may come for us at any time:  when it’s our time to go.  We must always 

bear that in mind.   
b.  But one day He’s coming for His whole church.   

(i)  He’s coming to put an end to all the sin of this world, to take us home.   
(ii)  The Bible doesn’t tell us the day or the hour of His return.  This sermon 

isn’t about that.   
(iii)  But it does tell us what must take place first, and until it does, He won’t 

come.   
(iv)  In the meantime, we must make every decision realizing we must give 

an account.   
 
B.  Review.   

1.  Paul said that God’s promise to national Israel has not failed.   
a.  He never promised to save all of Abraham’s descendants, only the elect.   
b.  He didn’t promise to save the children of the flesh, but only of the promise.   
c.  It was for this elect that Paul labored and suffered many things.   

 
2.  He also told us why the majority of Jews failed to receive God’s salvation.   

a.  Because they tried to earn it, to buy it, to be good enough by themselves.   
b.  Because they did not believe in the One who alone was good enough:  Jesus.   

 
C.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, he again reminds us why, in God’s plan, they did this:   
a.  This was God’s way of saving the children of the promise.   
b.  God hardened their hearts to reject His Son so that He might bring salvation 

to the Gentiles.   
c.  But He brought salvation to the Gentiles, so that He might save His elect 

from among the Jews.   
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d.  In other words, in all this His eye was on them.   
 

2.  But in this chapter and in our passage in particular, Paul also tells us what will 
happen when His plan has run its course, when all the elect Gentiles and Jews 
are saved:  Christ, the joy of our hearts, will return to raise us to life and to bring 
us into His eternal kingdom.  Then there will be an end to all sin and strife.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, Paul tells us that far from God’s plan actually leaving the Jews out all 
together, He actually has His eye on them.  “I say then, they did not stumble so as 
to fall, did they?  May it never be!  But by their transgression salvation has come to 
the Gentiles, to make them jealous” (v. 11).   
1.  He says they stumbled.  Yes, but they did not fall away forever.   

a.  Peter tells us they stumbled over the “stone of stumbling and [the] rock of 
offense” (1 Pet. 2:8).   

b.  They stumbled because they were disobedient to the Word.  This was God’s 
plan.   

c.  But they wouldn’t all remain stubborn and rebellious forever.  Some would 
repent.   

 
2.  How did God plan to bring them to repentance?   

a.  First, He would turn to the Gentiles and save His elect from among them.   
b.  And then some of the Jews, seeing that the Gentiles were getting everything 

that God promised them, would turn and receive Christ.   
c.  This was God’s way of provoking them to jealousy, to turn to Him.   
d.  The Jews are still on God’s heart – at least the elect Jews – because of His 

promise to their fathers (Rom. 11:28).   
e.  There are the children of the promise to gather in, and this is how God 

intends to do it.   
 
B.  As a matter of fact, Paul tells us that even Christ’s return revolves around God’s 

fulfillment of His promise to the Jews.  “Now if their transgression be riches for the 
world and their failure be riches for the Gentiles, how much more will their 
fulfillment be! . . .  For if their rejection be the reconciliation of the world, what 
will their acceptance be but life from the dead” (vv. 12, 15)?   
1.  When the Jews rejected their Savior, it brought the Gospel to the world.   

a.  Paul here calls the Gospel riches.   
b.  What could be more valuable than eternal life?   
c.  What could be more precious than a relationship with God and Jesus?   
d.  This is what their sin brought to the world.   

 
2.  But if this is what the Lord brought through their disobedience, what will He 

bring when all the elect Jews receive Him?  Paul says much more:   
a.  Life from the dead.   

(i)  He means more than just their personal spiritual resurrection from death 
to life, although this is true.   
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(ii)  He means the resurrection.   
 

b.  Once the fullness of the Jews has come in – all who will be saved – then the 
resurrection will take place, then Christ will return.   
(i)  Listen to what Paul writes in verses 25-26, “For I do not want you, 

brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery, lest you be wise in your own 
estimation, that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness 
of the Gentiles has come in; and thus all Israel will be saved.”   

(ii)  Israel was hardened so that God might turn to the Gentiles and save the 
elect among them.   

(iii)  But God did this to provoke the Jews to jealousy and to save His elect 
among them.   

(iv)  But once the fullness of the Gentiles have come in – that is, all the elect 
Gentiles have been saved – then the partial hardening of Israel will end.   

(v)  When it ends, all the elect Jews will also have been brought in – their 
fullness.   

(vi)  And when this is done, Paul says, then will come life from the dead – the 
resurrection, which takes place at the Second Coming of Christ (John 
5:28-29; 1 Thes. 4:16).   

 
3.  This is why Paul rejoiced in the fact that he had been called to minister to the 

Gentiles:  because it was a part of God’s plan to save the Jews and to bring 
Christ back in all His glory.  He writes, “But I am speaking to you who are 
Gentiles.  Inasmuch then as I am an apostle of Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 
if somehow I might move to jealousy my fellow countrymen and save some of 
them” (vv. 13-14).   
a.  Paul shows the Gentiles the importance of his ministry to them with respect 

to the Jews:   
(i)  First, he goes to the Jews to offer them the kingdom in Christ.   
(ii)  When they reject it, he turns to the Gentiles.   
(iii)  Then God saves some of them to make the Jews jealous and to kick 

themselves for refusing it.   
(iv)  In the case of the children of the promise that jealousy gives them the 

attention they need to focus on Christ and be saved.   
(v)  This is why Paul magnified his ministry to the Gentiles in front of the 

Jews:  to provoke them to jealousy to bring them to Christ.   
 

b.  And he wants them to come to Christ, so that Christ will return.   
(i)  Certainly he wanted them to obey God’s command to repent and believe.   
(ii)  Yes, his love for them was so great, he would even be sentenced to hell, 

if that would save them.   
(iii)  But more than this, he knew that their receiving the Gospel would bring 

Christ back to set us His eternal kingdom, and that’s what he wanted most 
of all.   
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III.  Application.   
A.  When is Jesus coming back?  The Bible is very clear on this subject:  when He has 

saved all His people.   
1.  He hasn’t already come back, as some believe.  He isn’t hiding in some secret 

place.   
2.  He will return only after all His sheep have been gathered into His fold.   

 
B.  Is there anything we can do to make that day come more quickly?  Yes and no.   

1.  No, in the sense that it will come when God has planned it.   
2.  But yes, in the sense that God has planned to bring that day through our efforts.   

(i)  Every person we talk to about Christ, every seed that is planted, every soul 
that comes to faith through our efforts, moves us a step closer.   

(ii)  The Lord can even use our collective witness to bring people to Him.   
(iii)  There are so many people looking for peace in this world, for hope, for 

love.   
(iv)  If they see it in us, it might just be what the Lord will use to bring them to 

Himself, just as He did with the Jews.   
(v)  As we labor towards bringing in the lost, we are hastening the day when 

Christ returns.  He won’t come back until all His sheep are safely in His fold.  
So we should look for and long for His coming (Phil. 3; Rev. 22), and 
continue to reach out however we can.   

 
C.  But while we’re thinking about His return, let’s consider one further way it should 

influence us.   
1.  It should affect the way we live now.   
2.  It should especially affect us with regard to how we are conducting ourselves as 

His people in light of our present disagreement.   
3.  Richard Baxter once wrote, “If we saw God, and heaven, and hell before us, 

don’t you think it would effectively reconcile our differences and heal our 
unbrotherly exasperations and divisions?  Wouldn’t it hold back the hands that 
itch to be using violence against those who do not agree with them in 
everything?  How many empty controversies would it reconcile!  As the arrival 
of the teacher ends the fight among the school boys; so the sight of God would 
frighten us from contentions or uncharitable violence.”   

4.  Jesus once said to His disciples, “And do not fear those who kill the body, but 
are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28).   

5.  The Lord is the One we will one day give an account to for our actions.   
6.  May it please Him to give us the grace to repent from all of our sins, so that we 

may stand before Him on the day perfect and complete in Christ.   
7.  John writes, “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as 

yet what we shall be.  We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, 
because we shall see Him just as He is.  And everyone who has this hope fixed 
on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3).  Amen.   


