
 

“When Repentance Is Impossible” 
(Hebrews 6:1-8) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  The Bible says that the Lord loves His people.  And because He loves us 
He wants the best for us.  But what is the best for us?  Sometimes, even we don’t know.  
But God does.  And He has revealed it to us in His Word.  What He wants for us is to 
grow up into the image of His Son.  Remember that Jesus is the perfect example to us of 
what the character of God is in a man.  He is everything that God wants us to be.  This is 
what we have been predestined by God to become like.  But in order to achieve that 
likeness, we must grow, we must move forward in the Christian life.  We must grow in 
grace and in knowledge, which means that we must more and more yield ourselves to, 
and be filled with, His Spirit, and that we must learn more and more of what the Lord has 
taught us in His Word concerning Himself and His holy will.  This is what the author to 
the Hebrews has been exhorting his audience.   
  Last week the author was telling the Hebrews that there was so much more that he 
wanted to tell them, but he couldn’t, because they had become dull of hearing.  He 
wanted to unveil for them more of God’s plan, more of His wonderful works.  But he 
couldn’t because they were not yet ready to receive it.  After all the time that they had 
been instructed by their elders, they should have been teachers, but they still needed to be 
taught again the basic principles of Christianity, and had come to need milk, and were not 
yet able to digest the solid food.  So the author now exhorts them to press forward.  He 
does so because it is the right thing to do.  And he does so because of the danger if they 
do not.  What he says is that,  
 
  We should press forward and not fall away because of the possible danger of 
falling away for good.   
 
I.  First, he gives to us the exhortation to continually move forward.  He writes, 

“Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to 
maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of 
faith toward God, of instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and the 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.  And this we shall do, if God 
permits.”   
A.  He tells us that the wise thing to do is not to continue in the basics, but to grow up.   

1.  Calvin once wrote, “As in building a house one must never leave the foundation:  
yet to be always laboring in ‘laying the foundation’ would be ridiculous.”   
a.  Yes, the foundation of the house is important.  Without it you could not build 

a strong house.   
b.  But the foundation is not the end, but only the beginning of the structure.  

The goal is to build a complete house.  There comes a time when you must 
leave the perfecting of the foundation behind and get to work on the rest of 
the building.   

c.  This is what the author is telling his audience.   
 



2 

 

2.  And again, the best way to finish the building is to move forward.   
a.  There are those who are always getting ready, but are never fully equipped to 

do the work they are intending to do.   
b.  But there comes a time when you have to say, “I’m ready enough.  Its time to 

get to work.”   
c.  This stage of the Christian life is essential to us if we are going to accomplish 

anything in our service to the King.  Paul tells us that there will be those who 
will have the right foundation in Christ, and yet will not accomplish anything 
worthwhile in their lives for Him.  He writes, “For no man can lay a 
foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if 
any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, straw, each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, 
because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of 
each man's work.  If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he 
shall receive a reward.  If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; 
but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire” (1 Cor. 3:11-15).   

d.  Thankfully, the person who loses everything will still inherit eternal life, 
through the righteousness of Christ alone.  But he will receive nothing in the 
way of rewards, rewards of grace, because his life was engaged in fruitless 
activity.   

e.  One very important reason why this happens is because there are some who 
will never strike out and do something for Christ.  They will forever remain 
helpless to do anything for Him, because they will be unwilling to make the 
necessary effort to move beyond the baby stage to full grown adulthood.   

f.  How much work can a baby do?  None.  He has to have everything done for 
him.   

g.  But how much work can an adult do?  He can do much, for he is equipped 
now with knowledge and ability.  This is why we too must grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We must grow to the 
point where we can partake of the solid food, and where we can discern 
between that which is good and that which is evil.   

h.  Think of how important this discernment is for you and for your family.  You 
want to walk in the right way and lead them in the right way.  But in order to 
do this, you must know the right way.  You need experience!   

 
3.  And so the author says that we must press forward.  And we must do so in two 

ways:   
a.  He says first, “Not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works 

and of faith toward God.”   
(i)  In a very real sense, this is where Christianity begins.  These are the first 

evidences that you have been born again from above, when you practice 
repentance and faith.   

(ii)  Before you came to Christ, being dead in your trespasses and sins, all 
you could do were dead works.  You were dead in your hearts toward 
God.  You did not love Him.  Therefore everything you did was evil in His 
sight.   
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(iii)  You needed to put off these things.  You needed to put off the evil deeds 
and put on the good ones.  This is what repentance is all about.  You were 
moving in the wrong direction, and now you need to move in the right, in 
the good and right way which is pleasing to God.   

(iv)  And of course at the same time you needed to move toward God in faith.  
Repentance and faith, don’t forget, are just the flip sides of one another.  
When you move away from sin, there is no other place you can go except 
toward God in faith.  And when you move away from God, there is only 
one place you can go and that is toward sin.   

(v)  Faith and repentance is something which you must practice everyday of 
your life.  But this is merely the foundation.  This is the beginning point.  
You must move on in your obedience to the Lord.   

 
b.  The second area of growth, again, is to be in knowledge:  “of instruction 

about washings, and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead, and 
eternal judgment.”   
(i)  Notice the distinctly Jewish flavor that these things he mentions have.  

Don’t forget that these are first generation converts to Christianity from 
Judaism.  They are still thinking very much along the lines of the way in 
which they were raised.   

(ii)  All these things he mentions here, they would have been familiar with 
from the Old Testament, even though they now would have had the 
greater light of the New Testament to guide them.  But these are the 
elementary principles, the basics.  They needed to move on in that greater 
light.   

(iii)  They needed to move on from the teachings about washings, or 
baptisms.  They needed to move on from the Jewish purification rituals of 
the Old Covenant, from the baptism which proselytes to Judaism would 
receive, from John’s baptism, to the reality which Christian baptism 
symbolizes.  Really they all pointed to the same thing:  the need of 
cleansing from sin in order to stand before God.   

(iv)  They needed to move on from the laying on of hands, which could refer 
to the ordination of the priesthood, but more likely to the laying on of their 
hands on the sacrificial animals to symbolize the transfer of their sins onto 
the animals, so that they could die in their place.  This of course pictured 
the death of Christ.  And this, and the instruction about washings, both 
point to the instruction of the New Covenant sacraments:  baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper.   

(v)  They were moving from the Old Covenant system into the New 
Covenant, where the shadows are fading away and the true light behind 
them is shining brighter and brighter.   

(vi)  And they were to move on from the doctrine of the resurrection and 
eternal judgment, to prepare for those events through the life of obedience.   

(vii)  The Lord taught His people both these doctrines in the Old Covenant.  
In Daniel 12:1-3, we see both of them represented to Daniel.  Gabriel says 
to him, “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over 
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the sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress 
such as never occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that 
time your people, everyone who is found written in the book, will be 
rescued.  And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will 
awake, these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting 
contempt.  And those who have insight will shine brightly like the 
brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many to 
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever” (Cf. Job 19:25-27; Isa. 
26:19; Ez. 37:1-4; Hosea 13:14; and Isa. 66:24; Jer. 20:11).  But again we 
have the clearer New Covenant light, which continually warns us to be 
ready for that day.   

(viii)  Don’t continue to haggle over these things in your life.  Accept them as 
biblical truth and begin to live accordingly in light of that great day.   

 
B.  But, we must never forget that there is a condition, “And this we shall do, if God 

permits.”   
1.  This is the same condition which the Lord places on everything which we do.   

a.  As James says, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow, we shall go 
to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and 
make a profit.’  Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.  
You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  
Instead, you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or 
that’” (4:13-15).   

b.  We cannot do anything unless the Lord wills, unless it is a part of His 
sovereign plan over our lives.   

 
2.  In the same way, we cannot push forward and grow unless the Lord wills.   

a.  Now we have seen that it is God’s will that all of His children do.  And He 
has given to us every thing we need to do so.  Paul says, “So then, my 
beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and trembling; 
for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good 
pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13).   

b.  But now we will see that there are cases in which God does not will it.   
 

II.  This brings us to one of the most sobering passages in all of Scripture.  The 
author to the Hebrews writes, “For in the case of those who have once been 
enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of 
the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age 
to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to 
repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him 
to open shame.  For ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it and 
brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a 
blessing from God; but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to 
being cursed, and it ends up being burned” (vv. 4-8).   
A.  What is the author referring to here?   



5 

 

1.  Whatever it is, you must recognize that it is very serious!  Those who fall into 
this category are said to be in a state where it is impossible to renew them again 
to repentance!   

2.  It is for this reason that I believe that the following verses describe the 
unpardonable sin:  the blasphemy of the Holy Spirit.   

 
B.  First, I want you to clearly see that this does not refer to a true believer.   

1.  We know that the Bible says to you who know and love Christ that there is 
nothing in heaven or earth that can ever separate you from the love of God 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 8:35-39).   

2.  Jesus says, regarding His sheep, “And I give eternal life to them, and they shall 
never perish; and no one shall snatch them out of My hand” (John 10:28).  He 
could not have put it any more clearly than this.   

3.  Furthermore, the author to the Hebrews clearly tells us that the things he is 
describing here do not characterize true salvation.  He writes in verse 9, “But 
beloved, we are convinced of better things concerning you, and things that 
accompany salvation, though we are speaking in this way.”   

 
C.  So then, what does this refer to?  It refers to those who have been the recipients of 

the work of the Spirit, short of salvation, but who have rejected that work and 
hardened their hearts to the point where God gives them over.   
1.  There is a work of the Spirit which issues in salvation for the elect, but which 

does not issue in salvation for the reprobate.   
a.  It is the common awakening influence of the Spirit.   
b.  Jesus said, “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for 

if I do not go away, the Helper shall not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
Him to you.  And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin, 
and righteousness, and judgment” (John 16:6-7).   

c.  The Helper, who is the Spirit, was to help them in more ways than simply 
being their Comforter.  He was also to help them in bringing in Christ’s sheep 
into His fold.  He was to do this by awakening them to their sins, by 
convicting them of sin, and righteousness and judgment.”   

d.  In some, it issues in salvation, through the grace of Christ applied to them by 
His Spirit.   

e.  In others, it issues in greater hardness, for any work of the Spirit which man 
resists causes his heart to grow more and more hard and callous.   

f.  In this passage, the author represents to us the worst of these cases:  the 
blasphemy of the Spirit.   

 
2.  Notice what works of the Spirit these have received, still short of salvation.   

a.  They had been enlightened.  This must mean that their minds were 
enlightened, for light in Scripture is often representative of knowledge.  He 
makes them aware of the truth, and may even give them a strong conviction 
of its truth, but does not give them a love for it.  In this sense they are like the 
devils, who know, but who hate what they know.   

b.  They had tasted of the heavenly gift.  It is not clear what is meant here by the 
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heavenly gift.  It could refer to all of the blessings of heaven, summarized in 
love.  It could refer to the gift of salvation, but as we have seen, this wouldn’t 
make any sense.  Or it could refer to the gift of the Spirit who bestows all 
these blessings.  He is represented in Scripture as the gift which Christ pours 
out on His church.  In this case, they have tasted of His work in all men of 
conviction and enlightenment, but again not unto salvation.   

c.  They were made partakers of the Holy Spirit.  This again could refer to His 
ordinary and common work among men, or to His extraordinary work, for we 
know at that time the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit were still in operation, 
and that even those who were unconverted, like Judas, were the recipients of 
it (Cf. 1 Cor. 13).  It could also mean that they were simply made partakers in 
the work of the Gospel with or by the Holy Spirit.  It might seem strange to 
think of it in these terms, but there are now and have been in the past 
unconverted men who preach the Gospel.  And there have even been people 
saved under their ministry.   

d.  They had tasted of the good word of God.  They had read it.  They had heard 
it preached.  But they had not become partakers of the promises which it 
holds out through faith in Christ.   

e.  And they had tasted of the powers of the age to come, again of those virtuous 
and holy operations of the Spirit, which still fell short of salvation.   

f.  How do we know?  1)  Because they had fallen away.  2)  Because they were 
now in a state in which it was impossible to renew them again to repentance, 
where they were interested at all in turning from their sins.  And 3)  Because 
they were now publicly disowning Christ.   

g.  I believe that this is what the last point is where the author says, “Since they 
again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame.”   

h.  By falling away from Christianity, they were siding with those who believed 
that Christ rightly deserved to die on the cross.  And this was to put Him to 
open shame.   

i.  This, by the way, is the same sin which the Pharisees committed, when they 
said that Christ was casting out demons by the prince of demons, the devil.  
They were attributing the Spirit’s holy work to the devil.  Jesus said that this 
was the unpardonable sin, for it showed that God had given them completely 
over to their sins and subsequent destruction.   

j.  The warning here to us today is that we must never despise the Spirit’s work 
wherever it is found.  If God has so given us over to our sins that our hearts 
are full of wickedness, so that we would despise those holy operations of the 
Spirit, even where they are found in the life of another believer, then we are 
in danger of committing, or having committed the unpardonable sin.   

k.  But again, no true believe can ever commit this sin.  The Spirit will never 
allow the hearts of God’s elect to be so overrun with sin as to do this, though 
we must realize that there is enough potential sin in our hearts to do so.   

 
3.  These two effects of the Spirit are seen in the closing illustration.  Notice, “For 

ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it and brings forth vegetation 
useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; but 
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if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it 
ends up being burned” (vv. 7-8).   
a.  The rain is the Spirit who is poured out on all flesh.   
b.  There are those who receive His work and bring forth good fruit.  These are 

the saved.   
c.  But there are those who receive only some of the common operations of the 

Spirit who bring forth, not true faith and repentance, but the worthless deeds 
of darkness.  These are close to a curse, and will receive that curse in the 
future at the day of judgment with eternal burnings.   

d.  The question we must all ask ourselves this morning is where are we on this 
scale.   

e.  Are we pressing forward?  Then we must praise God for His mercy which 
enables us to do so.  He has saved us, and He is perfecting His work within 
us.   

f.  Are we in danger of falling backward?  Then we need to renew our 
repentance and press forward with all of our might into God’s kingdom, for 
we cannot really have any assurance that we are His, unless we do.   

g.  Are we in the category of the enlightened, those who are experiencing the 
convicting work of the Spirit of God which leads us to repentance?  Then we 
need to not resist that work and press forward to Christ, to repentance from 
sin and to faith in His name.   

h.  Are we among those who have fallen away and are therefore given forever up 
by God?  If that is the case, then we would have no convictions at all, and no 
desire for the things of Christianity.  It is very unlikely that we would even 
enter into a church building, for those who are in this category are the most 
antagonistic toward Christianity.   

i.  Now this doesn’t mean that every person who now hates Christ cannot be 
saved.  Not all of them are in this category.  But there are those who are.  
May God grant that if you are outside of Christ, that you never fall this far so 
as to have no hope.   

j.  The one way to prevent it is to press forward toward Christ now.  Lay hold of 
Him by faith and turn from your sins.  God promises you life if you do.  If 
you harden your hearts and do not receive His free gift, you may very well 
fall so far as to be unsaveable.  Do not harden your hearts, but come to Christ 
and receive His gift of eternal life.  Amen.   


