
“What Will Happen to You After You Die?” 

(2 Corinthians 5:1-9) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

This morning, we were looking at why John wrote his Gospel:   

 

That you might believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,  

 

And that believing, you might have life in His name.   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

But what exactly did John mean by “life”?   

 

Was he referring to a relationship you can have with God?   

 

That you become His sons and daughters?   

 

Was he talking about the continuation of life –  

 

That you would continue to exist  

 

After your life in this world is over?   

 

Or was he referring to a quality of life –  

 

One that begins here and continues when you die?   

 

Yes!  He did.   

 

Eternal life is made up of at least these three things,  

 

And that’s what I’d like to consider this evening.   

 

Eternal life is:   

 

1.  A relationship.   

 

2.  A quality of life that begins on earth and continues in heaven.   

 

3.  And it is a duration of life.   
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II.  Sermon.   

A.  John says if you believe in Jesus, you have life in His name.   

 

This means first of all that you enter into a new relationship with the Father and the 

Son.   

 

Jesus said, “This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and 

Jesus Christ whom You have sent” (John 17:3).   

 

Not just that you would know about Them,  

 

But that you would know Them.   

 

 

It should be no surprise to you by now  

 

That this wasn’t your relationship with God  

 

When you came into the world:   

 

You weren’t friends, but enemies.   

 

“For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His 

Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 

5:10).   

 

You hated God, “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the 

Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; 

for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 

and those who are in the flesh cannot please God” (Rom. 8:6-8).   

 

And God hated you, “For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness; no 

evil dwells with You.  The boastful shall not stand before Your eyes; You hate 

all who do iniquity” (Ps. 5:4-5).   

 

 

Because you hated each other, you were at war with one another,  

 

Which is why you were under God’s wrath.   

 

“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you formerly walked 

according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 

air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  Among them 

we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the 
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flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest” 

(Eph. 2:1-3).   

 

 

But Father changed all this by sending His Son:   

 

“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, 

Christ died for us.  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we 

shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him.  For if while we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, 

having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” (Rom. 5:8-10).   

 

John says, If you will just receive His olive branch of peace –  

 

If you will receive His Son –  

 

There will be peace between you and God.   

 

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have obtained our introduction by 

faith into this grace in which we stand; and we exult in hope of the glory of 

God” (vv. 1-2).   

 

 

But there will be more than that – there will also be relationship.   

 

You were the children of this world, now you are children of God.   

 

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 

God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of 

the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:12-13).   

 

“See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called 

children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, 

because it did not know Him” (1 John 3:1).   

 

Instead of an enemy, instead of a Judge,  

 

Jesus’ Father is now your Father,  

 

And you are His sons and daughters.   

 

 

You also have a new relationship with Jesus:   

 

He is no longer your Judge, but now your Savior.   



4 

 

“He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged 

already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of 

God” (John 3:18).   

 

 

Now that you’re a son or daughter of God,  

 

You are also Jesus’ brothers and sisters.  

 

“Someone said to Him, ‘Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing 

outside seeking to speak to You.’  But Jesus answered the one who was telling 

Him and said, ‘Who is My mother and who are My brothers?’  And stretching 

out His hand toward His disciples, He said, ‘Behold My mother and My 

brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My 

brother and sister and mother’” (Matt. 12:47-50).   

 

And that makes you heirs of His kingdom,  

 

“The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 

children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him” (Rom. 8:16-17).   

 

 

But don’t forget,  

 

The only way you can enter into this relationship –  

 

The only way you can have eternal life –  

 

Is by trusting Jesus.   

 

If you haven’t received Him –  

 

If you haven’t trusted Him as your Savior  

 

And surrendered to Him as Lord –  

 

You are still a child of wrath and on your way to judgment.   

 

Turn from your sins and believe on the Lord Jesus Christ  

 

And you will have this relationship.   
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B.  Believing in Jesus means second that you enjoy an entirely new quality of life in 

this world.   

 

Paul writes, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things 

passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Cor. 5:17).   

 

When the Spirit baptizes you into Christ,  

 

You become part of the New Creation in Him.   

 

 

When His life begins to flow through you,  

 

His image is also formed in you.   

 

You begin to become like Him,  

 

Which is what Peter means  

 

When he says that you have become a partaker of the divine nature,  

 

“For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that 

by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 

corruption that is in the world by lust” (2 Pet. 1:4).   

 

You don’t share in His divine essence –  

 

You don’t become little gods,  

 

Or part of the Godhead with the Father, Son and Spirit –  

 

But you share in His holy nature  

 

Because the Spirit has united Himself to your soul  

 

And is working His holy nature in you.   

 

 

That doesn’t mean you’ll become perfect in this life  

 

Or just like Jesus –  

 

Because of the remnants of the old man  

 

That is still in you.   
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But it does mean you will continually be becoming more like Him.   

 

 

But remember, it isn’t automatic.   

 

Sanctification – becoming more like Jesus –  

 

Requires cooperation on your part,  

 

Which is why Paul writes,  

 

“That, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which 

is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, and that you be 

renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, which in the likeness 

of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth” (Eph. 4:22-

24).   

 

 

God does His work, and you do yours.   

 

“So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, 

but now much more in my absence, work out your salvation with fear and 

trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His 

good pleasure” (Phil. 2:12-13).   

 

 

C.  Finally, if you believe in Jesus, you will enjoy a quality of life that will never end.   

 

In one sense, everyone has life that never ends.   

 

But not everyone will inherit the quality of life you will.   

 

 

Those who haven’t trusted Christ will live forever  

 

But in the torment of hell/lake of fire.   

 

John writes, “And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the 

throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the 

book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the 

books, according to their deeds.  And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, 

and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were 

judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  Then death and Hades were 

thrown into the lake of fire.  This is the second death, the lake of fire.  And if 

anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 

lake of fire” (Rev. 20:12-15).   



7 

 

The Bible doesn’t call this life, but death.   

 

A sentence of death, that one must endure forever.   

 

 

But you who have trusted Jesus will inherit a different quality of life.   

 

Basically, there are two phases:   

 

After we die, until just before the final judgment.   

 

And then just before the final judgment, continuing into eternity.   

 

 

Paul appears to have both in view in our passage.   

 

He says in verse one, “For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is 

torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal 

in the heavens.”   

 

When your earthly home –  

 

Which Paul calls a tent, because it’s not permanent –  

 

Is torn down –  

 

When the stakes are pulled up and it’s time to move on,  

 

When you die –  

 

You have a building from God,  

 

A house not made with hands,  

 

That is eternal in heaven –  

 

You have something more permanent –  

 

A resurrection body.   

 

 

It almost looks as though Paul is saying  

 

That you will have this body immediately after death,  
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Which has led some to believe  

 

That we receive some kind of temporary spiritual body  

 

As soon as we get to heaven,  

 

Because we know from other parts of Scripture  

 

We don’t receive our glorified bodies until the resurrection.   

 

 

It’s much more likely that he’s simply  

 

Combining the two events –  

 

This is what will happen at the Second Coming and rapture;  

 

It’s possible he has this in view –  

 

If you lived to see that,  

 

Your earthly tent would be thrown off  

 

And you would immediately receive your resurrection body.   

 

Paul writes, “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the 

trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be 

changed.  For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must 

put on immortality” (1 Cor. 15:51-53).   

 

 

It’s more likely he’s looking past what happens at death  

 

To the resurrection – the return of Christ.   

 

Because it’s clear that he is speaking here of the resurrection body.   

 

 

For one thing, it’s the only permanent (eternal) body you will receive.   

 

For another, Jesus used the same language to refer to His resurrection body,  

 

At least, that’s what those who testified against Him said,  
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“We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and in three days 

I will build another made without hands’” (Mark 14:58).   

 

 

What will this body be like?   

 

We’re not given too many specifics.   

 

But we do know this:  It will be made like Jesus’ glorified body.   

 

Paul writes, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for 

a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state 

into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He 

has even to subject all things to Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).   

 

 

It will be a body that isn’t subject to death,  

 

“For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on 

immortality” (1 Cor. 15:53).   

 

 

It will be so glorious and wonderful  

 

That thinking about it can only make us long for it more:   

 

Paul says, “For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our 

dwelling from heaven” (v. 2).   

 

He says, “For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because 

we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be 

swallowed up by life” (v. 4).   

 

 

Currently, you can get hurt physically and emotionally.   

 

As you get older, you become more and more limited in what you can do.   

 

And in this body there is the continual struggle between the flesh and the Spirit (v. 

5).   

 

When you are clothed with your new body,  

 

You will never be plagued with these things again.   

 

There will be no more tears, no more pain, no more sin.   
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John writes, “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the 

tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall 

be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no 

longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away’” 

(Rev. 21:3-4).   

 

 

The thought of these blessings –  

 

Not just of this body, but of heaven itself,  

 

Of being with the Lord –  

 

Are so great that Paul writes  

 

That you should much rather be there than here.   

 

“Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home 

in the body we are absent from the Lord – for we walk by faith, not by sight – 

we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and 

to be at home with the Lord” (vv. 6-8).   

 

He also writes in Romans 8:22-23, “For we know that the whole creation groans 

and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.  And not only this, but 

also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 

within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of 

our body.”   

 

 

 

But as I mentioned before, Paul seems to skip over something here  

 

That is clearly mentioned in other parts of the Bible:   

 

And that is the middle condition –  

 

What we call the Intermediate State –  

 

What happens between now and the resurrection.   

 

 

When you die, you don’t immediately receive your resurrected body.   

 

How do you know?   
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For one thing, Paul already told us you won’t until Jesus returns,  

 

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into 

conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has 

even to subject all things to Himself” (Phil. 3:20-21).   

 

 

He’s also very clear in this passage that this glorified body you will receive  

 

Is the same body you have now, “Who will transform the body of our humble state 

into conformity with the body of His glory” (v. 21).   

 

He also writes in 1 Corinthians 15:42-44, “It is sown a perishable body, it is raised 

an imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in 

weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 

body.  If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.”   

 

 

And I believe without exception,  

 

Every believer who has ever died –  

 

With the exception of Enoch and Elijah –  

 

Have had to leave their bodies behind.   

 

The bodies of believers don’t ascend after their souls into heaven.   

 

They are buried in the hope of the resurrection.   

 

 

Is it possible that your soul and body both go into the ground  

 

To sleep until Jesus returns?   

 

No.   

 

Our passage plainly tells us when you die,  

 

You go home, “We are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from 

the body and to be at home with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8).   

 

 

Paul tells us even more clearly that this is the case in Philippians 1:21-24,  
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“For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.  But if I am to live on in the flesh, 

this will mean fruitful labor for me; and I do not know which to choose.  But I 

am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with 

Christ, for that is very much better; yet to remain on in the flesh is more 

necessary for your sake.”   

 

To depart from the body is to be with the Lord.   

 

If this wasn’t true, then what was he struggling with?   

 

 

The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus tells us the same.   

 

“Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham's bosom; 

and the rich man also died and was buried.  In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being 

in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom” (Luke 16:22-

23).   

 

If you read the parables, you’ll see  

 

Jesus never uses something that isn’t true  

 

To illustrate something that is.   

 

He always draws His pictures from reality.   

 

It’s also quite likely that this isn’t a parable  

 

But a true story, since it’s the only “parable”  

 

Jesus gave where He names one of the characters.   

 

 

When you die, your soul doesn’t go to sleep –  

 

You immediately go to heaven,  

 

Where you will see the Father,  

 

And Jesus sitting at His right hand;  

 

You will be made perfect in holiness,  

 

Freed from every and all physical and emotional pain,  
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Filled with the Spirit,  

 

And as happy as you can possibly be,  

 

Waiting from that time for the resurrection,  

 

When you will receive your glorified body  

 

And be forever with the Lord.   

 

 

As we close, let’s not forget what we saw this morning:   

 

The only reason you enjoy these things –  

 

The only reason you will not suffer in hell forever,  

 

The only reason you have such a glorious future to look forward to –  

 

Is because God sent His Son into the world,  

 

To die on a cross,  

 

So that whoever believes in Him  

 

Would not perish but have eternal life.   

 

 

As you come to the Lord’s Table tonight,  

 

Remember what Jesus has done,  

 

Remember to thank Him,  

 

Not only by giving Him your complete attention now,  

 

But by surrendering your life entirely to Him,  

 

By doing what Paul exhorts you to do in light of all this,  

 

“Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be pleasing 

to Him” (v. 9).  Amen.   
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