
“What Will Convince You?” 

(Luke 16:19-31) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  The reason I chose this particular passage this morning is that it tells us two very 

important things:   

a.  First, that there are only two places that you may go when you die – either to 

heaven or hell.   

b.  And second, how you can avoid hell and go to heaven.   

 

2.  Jesus says that you will continue to live after you die.   

a.  Your soul will continue to exist.   

(i)  You will be aware of your existence.   

(ii)  You will still be able to think.   

(iii)  You will also be aware of your condition: 

(a)  You will either be comforted, as Lazarus is in heaven.   

(b)  Or you will be tormented, as the rich man is in hell.   

 

b.  Jesus didn’t make this story up.   

(i)  He is telling you what He knows to be true – there is a heaven and hell.   

(ii)  Even if this was a parable – which some think it is – it’s still true.   

(iii)  Jesus only used things that were real and familiar to teach things that 

were unfamiliar.   

 

c.  Lazarus died and was carried to Abraham’s bosom.   

(i)  This is how the Jews described heaven.   

(ii)  They had no doubt Abraham was there, and so when they talked about 

someone going to heaven, they would say he went to Abraham.   

 

d.  The rich man died and went to Hades/hell.   

(i)  There is no comfort here– only torment.   

(ii)  Here God punishes the wicked with the fire of His wrath.   

(a)  Here, that punishment is made worse by the fact that those in hell can 

see the comfort those in heaven receive,  

(b)  That they are unable to receive any help from those in heaven,  

(c)  That there is a great gulf that keeps them from crossing over into 

heaven,  

(d)  And by the fact that they will spend eternity looking at what they 

might have had, while trying to endure what they do have.   

(e)  They will remember that they knew exactly what God wanted, but still 

refused to give it to Him their whole lives.   

(f)  And now they must pay the price for all eternity.   
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B.  Preview.   

1.  This is tragic especially when you consider how it might have been avoided.   

a.  If they had listened, if they had repented, if they had turned to the Lord for 

His forgiveness, they would have entered heaven.   

(i)  Whoever believes on Him will never perish, but have eternal life.   

(ii)  This is true for everyone.   

 

b.  The rich man didn’t do this.  Why?   

(i)  Did he need more evidence?   

(ii)  Would a miracle have persuaded him to turn from his sins, as he hoped it 

would for his brothers?   

(iii)  No, he had everything he needed – so did his brothers.  Jesus said, “If 

they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded 

even if someone rises from the dead.”   

 

2.  What about you?  What will convince you?  Do you need to see a miracle before 

you will turn from your sins and believe?   

a.  Jesus says you already have enough evidence – enough to leave you without 

excuse, so that even if you saw a miracle, it wouldn’t make any difference.   

b.  Let’s consider for a few moments some of that evidence.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, you have the evidence of Creation.  Paul writes, “For the wrath of God is 

revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who 

suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known about God is 

evident within them; for God made it evident to them.  For since the creation of the 

world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been 

clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are 

without excuse” (Rom. 1:18-20).   

1.  The main reason God created was to reveal Himself.   

a.  To reveal His attributes – what He is like.   

b.  To show you His wisdom and His power – certainly, His existence.   

c.  This evidence, by itself, is so clear, that you are without excuse – you know 

He exists.   

 

2.  We don’t have time to go through all the evidence He gives in the Creation – 

there are too many to list – but here is one argument:   

a.  The argument from cause and effect:   

(i)  For every effect there must be an antecedent and adequate cause.   

(ii)  It has to explain how what you’re looking at came about.   

 

b.  For instance, if you’re going to say all life evolved on this earth, evolution 

has to provide an adequate explanation.   

(i)  You be the judge – does spontaneous generation, mutation and natural 

selection explain what we see?   
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(ii)  Is it possible that certain chemicals combined to produce specific 

proteins that somehow combined to create a living cell?   

(a)  The right combination of proteins couldn’t be produced in a 

laboratory, even by intelligent scientists – they weren’t around when 

these proteins were supposedly first formed.   

(b)  And even if they could have been, the difference between these simple 

proteins and a living cell is like the difference between the raw 

materials needed to build a computer and the computer itself.   

(c)  It’s impossible that a living cell could simply form and spring from the 

ground.   

 

(iii)  It is possible that this cell could have come with the ability to multiply, 

and that it could change over millions of years, gathering more and more 

information, until it could form various organs – such as lungs, heart, eyes, 

brain and nerves – along with the ability to make all these things work 

together?   

(iv)  Is it possible that these chemicals all combined in this way could 

produce consciousness, self-awareness, intelligence, purpose and 

morality?   

(v)  Is it possible at the same time that they would combine to form all the 

other life forms we see on earth – plants, insects, fish, birds and 

mammals?   

(vi)  Is it possible that all the information stored on just one DNA molecule – 

each of which contains the equivalent of 1000 volumes, 500 pages each, of 

complex chemical reactions – could have formed at the same time as the 

context to make use of that information – information only has meaning in 

a particular context – and the mechanism necessary to put it to use?   

(vii)  When you consider that mutations only destroy information, then you 

can see that evolution doesn’t provide an adequate explanation for your 

existence:  dirt + the sun + millions of years does not equal man.   

(viii)  The greater does not come from the lesser.   

(ix)  Infinite intelligence and power – God – provides the only adequate 

reason for what you see.   

 

c.  Realize that even if you didn’t understand what was going on in the cells and 

about all this information contained in the DNA, you would still know that 

God exists – you will still be without excuse.   

d.  One look at the beauty and majesty of the Creation is all that’s necessary.   

e.  Really, you don’t even need that much – Helen Keller, who was deaf and 

blind from 19 months of age, knew God existed before she was told that He 

did by Anne Sullivan.   

 

B.  Second, you have the evidence of your conscience.  Again, Paul writes, “And just 

as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a 

depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all 

unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
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malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, 

inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, 

unloving, unmerciful; and although they know the ordinance of God, that those 

who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also 

give hearty approval to those who practice them” (vv. 28-32).   

1.  You not only know God exists, you also know what He requires of you.   

a.  You know because of your conscience.   

(i)  God gave you a conscience to give you some level of guidance – to show 

you when you’ve done something good and when you’ve done something 

evil.   

(ii)  And as to the fact that it makes you feel good when you do good, and 

makes you feel bad when you do something bad, it’s clear that He gave it 

to you for two reasons:   

(a)  To show you He is righteous.   

(b)  And to lead you to repentance, before the day of His judgment comes.   

 

b.  Even if you have never read God’s Word – which spells these things out 

much more clearly – you would still know what He wants from you, and that 

you have broken His commandments.   

 

2.  So apart from any other evidence, you know God exists, that He is righteous – 

since you know He wants you to do what’s right – and that you are a sinner in 

danger of His judgment.  The evidence is so overwhelming that you are without 

excuse.   

 

C.  Finally, you have the evidence of His Word.   

1.  God has also written a book called the Bible.   

a.  Many of you own one.   

b.  You know it’s a book like no other.   

(i)  You know there are things that set it apart from every other book in the 

world:  it’s unity, it’s ability to predict the future, it’s ability to reveal 

what’s in man’s heart, etc. 

(ii)  You know that there are many who are afraid of it.   

(iii)  The reason why it’s so revered is that it’s God’s Word.   

 

c.  This book is further evidence that He exists and that He is righteous.   

(i)  It reveals the same God we see in nature – the One with the power and 

wisdom necessary to make all these things.   

(ii)  And it reveals not only that He is righteous and holy, but that He will 

hold you accountable for your breaking of His Law – the Law of love.   

 

2.  The rich man and his brothers had the Creation, a conscience and the Scriptures.   

a.  Did they really need more before they could repent?   

b.  Did they need to see the poor beggar raised from the dead?  No.   

(i)  They had already seen and rejected so much.   

(ii)  They rejected God’s own testimony in His Word.   
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(iii)  If they weren’t willing to listen to the Scriptures, they wouldn’t listen 

even if a dead person was raised to life.   

  

3.  What about you?   

a.  Do you really need more evidence?   

(i)  You know God exists.  

(ii)  You know He is holy.   

(iii)  You know you have broken His commandments.   

(iv)  You know there is judgment coming.   

(v)  And yet you still won’t repent.   

 

b.  The problem isn’t with the evidence – it’s with your heart.   

(i)  When you reject the evidence He’s given you and ask for more, what 

you’re really doing is looking for an excuse not to believe.   

(ii)  That’s why Jesus said to the Jews who asked Him for a sign, “An evil 

and adulterous generation seeks after a sign” (Matt. 16:4).   

(iii)  You don’t need more evidence, you need a change of heart.    

(iv)  God is the only One who can change your heart, so you need to come to 

Him.   

(a)  You need to pray and ask Him to change it.   

(b)  Ask Him to give you the strength to trust in His Son Jesus.   

(c)  Ask Him to help you hate your sins so that you will turn to Him.   

 

(v)  One day you will stand before the Lord, with the rest of mankind.   

(a)  On that day, you won’t be able to plead ignorance.   

(b)  You have no excuse, and so stop excusing yourself.   

(c)  Turn from your sins now, trust in the Lord and you will be safe.  

Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


