
“What We Believe Regarding the Love of God” 

(John 3:16) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  There’s been a lot of buzz on Facebook recently –  

a.  At least in our personal circles –  

(i)  About God’s love;  

(ii)  Specifically, how His love for the unbeliever  

(iii)  Compares with His love for the believer:   

 

b.  Whether there’s any difference.   

(i)  Whether God accepts everyone as they are  

(ii)  And loves them equally,  

(iii)  And so sends His Son to offer Himself for them all,  

(iv)  Or whether He has a special love for some,  

(v)  That moved Him to give His Son for them.   

(vi)  That’s what I’d like for us to consider this evening.   

 

2.  Our passage can serve to kick off the subject;  

a.  And let me just say,  

(i)  To answer questions like this –  

(ii)  Anything that has to do with God,  

(iii)  What He’s like, what He does or has done,  

(iv)  Or what He wants you to do –  

(v)  We must go to Scripture –  

(vi)  This is all God has given us,  

(vii)  Opinions are just opinions,  

(viii)  But this is God’s Word –  

 

b.  And we must go to all of Scripture –  

(i)  Not just random passages  

(ii)  That seem to support what we believe  

(iii)  But don’t make sense when you  

(iv)  Compare them with other passages.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  God’s love for His people.   

1.  So what do we see in our passage?  Jesus says in His conversation with 

Nicodemus, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16).   

a.  It seems simple enough on the surface –  

(i)  At least many professing Christians  

(ii)  Believe it to be so –  
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(iii)  But it’s not as simple as you might think.   

 

b.  There are a few questions  

(i)  We need to ask regarding this passage,  

(ii)  Understanding at the outset  

(iii)  That we may not agree on the answers.   

 

c.  For instance, what is the “world”  

(i)  That God is said so to love,  

(ii)  For which He gives His Son?   

(iii)  It can mean at least three four things:   

(a)  First, it can mean the whole world –  

(1)  Each and every individual who has ever lived  

(2)  Regardless of nationality.   

(3)  Jesus would be saying  

(4)  That God so loved everyone who has ever existed  

(5)  That He gave His Son  

(6)  That they might have  

(7)  At least the chance of being saved.   

 

(b)  Second, it can refer to both Jews and Gentiles,  

(1)  As opposed to Jews only.   

(2)  In this case, Jesus would be saying  

(3)  That God has loved and given His Son  

(4)  For all kinds of people, ‘ 

(5)  Not just for the Jews.   

 

(c)  Thirdly, it can mean God’s elect among these people –  

(1)  Those whom God has chosen eternally to save –  

(2)  That God so loved and gave His Son  

(3)  For those who by His grace would trust His Son  

(4)  From both the Jews and Gentiles.   

 

(d)  Or it can be referring specifically,  

(1)  To the elect among the Gentiles –  

(2)  That God’s love is so great  

(3)  That it extends to all the nations –  

(4)  Not just to the Jews.   

(5)  This wouldn’t exclude the Jews  

(6)  But magnify the grace of God  

(7)  In reaching out to those  

(8)  Who for so long were alienated from God.   

 

(iv)  Now which of these does Jesus mean?   

(a)  Only the context can tell us.   

(b)  First, consider what His love moved Him to do for the world:   
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(1)  To give His only begotten Son for them.   

(2)  That He might do what?   

(3)  That He might keep them from perishing (v. 16),  

(4)  That He might save them (v. 17),  

(5)  That they might have eternal life (v. 16).   

 

(c)  For whom did Jesus do this?   

(1)  Not for everyone in the world,  

(2)  But for His sheep.   

(3)  Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd; the good shepherd lays down His 

life for the sheep” (John 10:11).   

(4)  He says regarding the sheep, “And I give eternal life to them, and they 

will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand” (v. 28).   

 

(d)  Something that may surprise you –  

(1)  Hopefully by this point it doesn’t –  

(2)  Not everyone is one of His sheep.   

(3)  Jesus said to the Jews who didn’t believe  

(4)  That the reason they didn’t  

(5)  Was that they were not of His sheep.   

(6)  “The Jews then gathered around Him, and were saying to Him, ‘How 

long will You keep us in suspense?  If You are the Christ, tell us 

plainly.’  Jesus answered them, ‘I told you, and you do not believe; the 

works that I do in My Father’s name, these testify of Me.  But you do 

not believe because you are not of My sheep’” (vv. 24-26).   

(7)  Notice what Jesus is saying here and what He isn’t.   

(A)  He isn’t saying  

(B)  That they were not of His sheep  

(C)  Because they didn’t believe.   

(D)  He said they didn’t believe  

(E)  Because they were not of His sheep.   

 

(8)  He goes on to say, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and 

they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they will never 

perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand” (vv. 27-28).   

(A)  If they had been of His sheep,  

(B)  They would have listened to Him,  

(C)  They would have believed in Him,  

(D)  They would have followed Him.   

(E)  But because they aren’t of His sheep,  

(F)  They would not believe.   

 

(e)  On the Day of Judgment,  

(1)  Everyone will be gathered and separated into two groups:   

(2)  The sheep and the goats.   

(3)  The sheep are those who trusted Jesus  
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(4)  And showed they have  

(5)  By what they did for His people.   

(6)  The goats are those who didn’t trust Jesus  

(7)  And showed they weren’t sheep  

(8)  By what they didn’t do for His people.   

 

(f)  Who among these will receive eternal life?   

(1)  Christ’s sheep:  “The righteous [will go] into eternal life” (Matt. 

25:46).   

(2)  What about the goats?   

(3)  “These will go away into eternal punishment.”   

 

(g)  Not everyone is a sheep.   

(1)  The sheep are those the Father  

(2)  Has given to Jesus,  

(3)  Again Jesus says further about the fact they will never perish, “My 

Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able 

to snatch them out of the Father's hand” (v. 29).   

 

(h)  God’s love was so great  

(1)  That it moved Him to give His Son  

(2)  To save the world from perishing,  

(3)  But to give it eternal life.   

 

(i)  Is everyone in the world saved?  No.   

(1)  But Christ’s sheep are.   

(2)  The sheep are those  

(3)  The Father purposed to save out of the world  

(4)  To give to the Son as the reward  

(5)  Of His work of redemption.   

 

(v)  Notice again secondly, who it is that actually receives this salvation:  Those 

who believe.   

(a)  Literally, Jesus says in our passage, “For God so loved the world, that He 

gave His only begotten Son, so that everyone who believes in Him shall 

not perish, but have eternal life.”   

(b)  Though there isn’t really any substantive difference  

(c)  Between the words “whoever” and “everyone,”  

(d)  The word “everyone” does seem to make  

(e)  What Jesus is saying a bit clearer:   

(1)  God so loved the world,  

(2)  That He gave His Son,  

(3)  So that everyone who believes in Him  

(4)  Will not perish.   

 

(f)  Who is it that believes?   
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(1)  We’ve already seen:  only Christ’s sheep believe.   

(2)  “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and 

I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish” (John 10:27-28).   

(3)  “You do not believe, because you are not of My sheep” (v. 26).   

 

2.  So whom did God love and send His Son into the world to save?   

a.  It wasn’t just the Jews, but also the Gentiles.   

(i)  He may have been referring here primarily to the Gentiles,  

(ii)  Without excluding the Jews.   

(iii)  But it wasn’t for each and every individual:   

(a)  It was for Christ’s sheep –  

(b)  For those who believe and receive Him,  

(c)  For those who will never perish,  

(d)  Because He has given them eternal life.   

 

b.  When Gabriel was sent to Joseph  

(i)  To tell him of the One conceived in Mary’s womb,  

(ii)  He said, “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 

save His people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21).   

(iii)  They were His people before He came into the world –  

(iv)  They didn’t become His people by believing.   

(v)  It was these He was sent to save.   

 

c.  God’s love was so great for those He had chosen  

(i)  That even when there was nothing good in them at all,  

(ii)  But only evil,  

(iii)  He gave His only begotten Son 

(iv)  That they might not perish, but have eternal life.   

(v)  Paul writes to the believers at Rome, “But God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (5:8).   

(a)  He didn’t write this to the world –  

(b)  Some people believe the NT letters  

(c)  Are addressed to the world at large,  

(d)  That they apply to everyone.   

(e)  They weren’t written to the world,  

(f)  But to the churches, to believers.   

(g)  This applies only to them.   

 

d.  There is a sense in which we can say  

(i)  God gave His Son to give everyone  

(ii)  The opportunity to believe and be saved,  

(iii)  But He sent His Son only  

(iv)  For those whom He chose.   

 

B.  Now does this mean that God doesn’t love everyone else?   

1.  Those who are not His sheep?   
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a.  Does this mean He doesn’t love the goats?   

b.  It’s clear He doesn’t love them  

c.  In the same way He loves His sheep.   

d.  The sheep He will welcome into heaven,  

e.  The goats He will cast into hell.   

f.  There’s a clear difference between them.   

 

2.  On the other hand, we should be surprised  

a.  What God’s love moves Him to do even for the goats.   

b.  Let’s first of all remember  

c.  Who the goats are –  

(i)  They are ultimately those  

(a)  The Lord passes over in His mercy  

(b)  Which He may very justly do,  

(c)  Especially when you consider  

(d)  What they’re like.   

 

(ii)  By the way, as we look at what they are like  

(a)  Don’t forget that this was your condition  

(b)  When you came into the world.   

(c)  You were a child of wrath  

(d)  And deserved the same judgment.   

(e)  This again shows us  

(f)  The infinite love of God for His people.   

 

d.  So what are the goats like?   

(i)  Far from listening to Jesus’ voice  

(a)  And following Him out of love,  

(b)  They actually hate Him and His Father.   

(c)  Jesus said to His disciples, “If the world hates you, you know that it 

has hated Me before it hated you. . . .  He who hates Me hates My 

Father also.  If I had not done among them the works which no one else 

did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated 

Me and My Father as well.  But they have done this to fulfill the word 

that is written in their Law, 'THEY HATED ME WITHOUT A 

CAUSE’” (John 15:18, 23-24).   

 

(ii)  Is there a spark of goodness in them  

(a)  By which they can receive Jesus  

(b)  When He is offered to them?   

(c)  No.  There is nothing good in them:   

(d)  Paul writes, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 

THERE IS NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO 

SEEKS FOR GOD; ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, TOGETHER 

THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES 

GOOD, THERE IS NOT EVEN ONE.  THEIR THROAT IS AN 
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OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP 

DECEIVING, THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS; 

WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF CURSING AND BITTERNESS; 

THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, DESTRUCTION 

AND MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, AND THE PATH OF 

PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN.  THERE IS NO FEAR OF 

GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES” (Rom. 3:10-18).   

 

(iii)  They are in the flesh,  

(a)  They are hostile toward God,  

(b)  And so refuse to submit to Him.   

(c)  Paul writes, “For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on 

the Spirit is life and peace, because the mind set on the flesh is hostile 

toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not 

even able to do so, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God” 

(Rom. 8:6-8).   

 

(iv)  It shouldn’t be surprising then  

(a)  That the goats refuse to come to Jesus  

(b)  That they might be saved.     

(c)  Jesus says in John 3,  

(d)  The same chapter as the great passage  

(e)  Regarding God’s love for the world,  

(f)  “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men 

loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For 

everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light 

for fear that his deeds will be exposed” (vv. 19-20).   

 

(v)  Every unbeliever – according to Scripture –  

(a)  Hates God and Jesus,  

(1)  Refuses to submit to God,  

(2)  And so will not come to His Son for salvation.   

 

(b)  You would see more of what they’re really like  

(1)  If God wasn’t restraining them at every moment  

(2)  So that they don’t destroy the church.   

 

3.  Now what does God do for them?   

a.  How is His love displayed toward them?   

(i)  God is the One who created and sustains them,  

(a)  Even knowing exactly what they would be like.   

(b)  He is the One who gives them  

(c)  Every good thing they have in life.   

(d)  It all comes from His hands.   

 

(ii)  God’s love is so great  
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(a)  He even commands the Gospel be offered to them  

(b)  Knowing full well that they will not receive it.   

 

b.  Can we call this love?  Yes.   

(i)  But we need to understand what kind of love it is.   

(a)  These are acts of kindness  

(b)  Given by a God of infinite love,  

(c)  To those who deserve immediate judgment.   

(d)  We call this love a love of benevolence.   

(e)  God gives them good things  

(f)  Because He is good,  

(g)  Not because they deserve it.   

 

(ii)  We need to distinguish this  

(a)  From what we call a love of complacency –  

(b)  Which is a love for something  

(c)  Because it’s beautiful in itself.   

 

(iii)  The love that God shows the unbeliever  

(a)  Is a benevolent love –  

(b)  He gives them good things  

(c)  Because He is good.   

(d)  His love of complacency is reserved  

(e)  Only for His Son  

(f)  And those who are in His Son.   

 

(iv)  Before you came to Christ,  

(a)  God loved you with a love of benevolence.   

(b)  He was good to you, though you were evil.   

(c)  But now that you are in His Son, ‘ 

(d)  He loves you as He loves His Son.   

(e)  In Christ, you are beautiful  

(f)  Because you are clothed with His beauty.   

 

c.  Understanding the difference between these two kinds of love,  

(i)  Can help us understand how God  

(ii)  Can still be kind towards the wicked  

(iii)  And yet still hate them (Psalm 5:5),  

(iv)  Pour His wrath out on them everyday (Rom. 1:18),  

(v)  And eventually consign them to hell (Matt. 25:41) for their sins.   

 

d.  How could He do this,  

(i)  If He was in love with them?   

(ii)  He isn’t in love with them.   

(iii)  He only shows them these great kindnesses  

(iv)  Because of His infinite love.   
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e.  By the way,  

(i)  The Lord calls each one of us  

(ii)  To do precisely the same thing  

(iii)  Towards our enemies,  

(iv)  “But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in 

return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most 

High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.  Be merciful, just 

as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:35-36).   

 

f.  Let me just add one further thing:   

(i)  Because of this difference  

(ii)  Between the Lord’s love for His sheep  

(iii)  And His love for the goats,  

(iv)  Some have concluded that the Gospel  

(v)  Should only be offered to the sheep –  

(vi)  God sent His Son only to save them,  

(vii)  They alone will believe.   

 

g.  That’s not what the Lord calls us to do.   

(i)  Jesus said, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.  

He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has 

disbelieved shall be condemned” (Mark 16:15-16).   

(ii)  The Lord’s love towards sinners in Christ  

(iii)  Is to be proclaimed to everyone under heaven –  

(iv)  To the sheep as well as the goats.   

 

h.  The sheep will hear His voice and follow Him.   

(i)  The goats won’t.   

(ii)  They will do as Jesus told us earlier they would:   

(a)  They won’t come to the Light,  

(b)  Because they don’t want their evil exposed.   

(c)  The Lord won’t be holding them back.   

(d)  They won’t come because they don’t want to come.   

(e)  And that is why they won’t be saved.   

 

i.  In closing, let me ask you,  

(i)  What is your response to the Gospel?   

(ii)  Have you heard the voice of the Great Shepherd?   

(iii)  Have you begun to follow Him?   

(iv)  Have you trusted Him?   

(v)  And do you love Him?   

(vi)  Then He has given you eternal life.   

 

j.  Understand, that if you’re still standing back  

(i)  And are unwilling to come to Him  
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(ii)  Because you don’t want to give up your sin,  

(iii)  You’re still in the darkness,  

(iv)  And on your way to eternal destruction.   

(v)  If that’s the case with you,  

(vi)  Listen to His voice now.   

(vii)  Trust in Him now.   

(viii)  And begin to follow Him,  

(ix)  And He will give you eternal life.   

(x)  May the Lord grant you the grace to do so.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


