
“What Shall We Do?” 
(Acts 2:37-47)   

 
 
 

I.  Introduction.   
A.  Orientation.   

1.  This morning, we saw Peter evangelizing the Jews.   
a.  It’s interesting that these gathered at Pentecost were members of the OT 

church.  They had the mark of God’s covenant:  circumcision.   
b.  And yet they were without Christ:  they needed the Gospel.   

(i)  Certainly there were Jews who had the Spirit:  who would receive Jesus 
when He was presented to them, such as Anna the prophetess, or Simeon.   

(ii)  But for the most part, these Jews were unconverted, though members of 
the covenant people.   

(iii)  This should serve as a reminder to us not to trust in our baptism or 
membership or church attendance.   

(iv)  It’s only Christ who can save us.   
 

2.  But as he was evangelizing the Jews, we noticed his approach:  he began by 
bringing their sins home to them:   
a.  Simply presenting Jesus to them was not enough:  they had already seen Him, 

knew who He was, but rejected Him and turned Him over to be crucified.   
b.  They hadn’t felt the guilt of what they had done, and so Peter, by the power 

of the Spirit, brings a message the Spirit uses to convict them.  Essentially:   
(i)  He points out that they killed the Messiah, the Son of God.   
(ii)  But God didn’t allow Him to remain dead:  He raised Him again to life.   
(iii)  And He also exalted Him to the place of all authority over all of 

Creation and declared Him to be the only source of salvation.   
(iv)  The result:  if they didn’t repent, then the Son of the Holy One of Israel 

would soon bring their sin into account and destroy them.   
(v)  Isn’t this why John the Baptist told those Jews who listened to him that 

they should flee from the coming wrath (Matt. 3:7)?   
(vi)  In this he meant not just hell, but also AD 70.   

 
B.  Preview.   

1.  Now with all these things hedging them in, how were they going to respond?   
a.  If they had been left by the Lord in their natural condition, they might have 

been moved to seek after Him for a while, but they would eventually have 
fallen away.   

b.  But God did a gracious work in their hearts:   
(i)  Peter’s warning pierced them to the heart.   
(ii)  They began to wonder what they could do to be freed from the misery 

they had brought on themselves.   
(iii)  Peter brought the good news of the Gospel to bear on their situation with 

the result that God, by His Spirit, converted 3000 souls.   
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(iv)  And then He continued that work in them by transforming their lives 
from that of the unbelieving Jew to that of the obedient Christian.   

 
2.  What I want us to see this evening are three things:   

a.  First, that Peter’s sermon had its effect on their hearts by the Holy Spirit:  
they were convicted.   

b.  Second, that after they were convicted, they were ready to receive the 
Gospel:  the instruction they needed to be saved.   

c.  Finally, their lives showed that they were genuinely converted:  they began to 
live a life of willing obedience.   

 
II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, we notice that Peter’s sermon convicted them.   
1.  It had its desired effect:  they were struck by what they had done:  “Now when 

they heard this, they were pierced to the heart” (v. 37).   
a.  Before, these same Jews called out for Christ’s crucifixion.   

(i)  Remember, this was Pentecost, one of the three feasts that all Jewish 
males were required to attend every year in Jerusalem.   

(ii)  They had all gathered about fifty days earlier to celebrate another 
required feast:  the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover), the very one at 
which Jesus was turned over to Pilate, where they had demanded His 
death.   

 
b.  But now they were deeply troubled.   

(i)  The Spirit had opened their eyes and driven what they had done into their 
hearts.   

(ii)  The conviction felt like a knife – the feeling you get when you are caught 
in something you’ve done that’s wrong and realize you must now face the 
consequences.   

 
c.  What made the difference?   

(i)  It was the work of God’s Spirit.   
(ii)  He is the One who must bring this conviction home, or those we seek to 

evangelize will continue to sleep comfortably through their danger.   
 
2.  Notice the difference between this conviction brought by the Spirit and that 

apart from Him.   
a.  They didn’t immediately set out to excuse themselves or deny what they had 

done, as those in the flesh usually do when confronted with their sin 
b.  But they asked this question:  “Brethren, what shall we do?” (v. 37).    

(i)  How can we escape judgment for what we’ve done to our Messiah?   
(a)  You are Jews, as we are.   
(b)  You have received the Messiah, whom we’ve rejected.   
(c)  Is there yet any hope for us?   
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(ii)  A conviction brought about by the Spirit works despair with regard to 
our own works, our own merits, and our own demerits, but teaches us to 
look for hope somewhere else:  in Jesus Christ.   

 
B.  And Peter doesn’t disappoint them:  In answer to their question, he tells them there 

is hope, if they will only repent.  “Peter said to them, ‘Repent’” (v. 38).   
1.  What does Peter mean here by repentance?   

a.  He doesn’t mean what so many evangelicals teach today:  merely change 
your mind about who Jesus is.   

b.  What he means is a radical change in every area of their lives:   
(i)  Yes, they must stop thinking Jesus is a deceiver or one demon-possessed, 

and see Him for who He truly is:  the Son of God, the Christ/Messiah of 
God.   

(ii)  But they must turn from every area where they are out of accord with 
God’s Law:   
(a)  They must stop doing what God forbids:  such as murdering the 

innocent, which is what they did to Christ.   
(b)  They must begin doing what is right:  such as turning from their own 

righteousness and trusting in Christ and receiving Him as their Lord 
and Savior.   

(c)  Repentance, understood correctly, is the flipside of faith:  It’s turning 
from all my evil and turning to God as He offers Himself to me in His 
Son, Jesus Christ.   

(d)  It’s not enough to believe the right things about Jesus:  We must also 
submit to Him in everything He calls us to do.   

 
(iii)  And remember, repentance/faith are not works we do to justify ourselves 

before God:  they are the fruits/evidences of the Spirit’s working in our 
hearts.   

(iv)  If you can do what the Gospel calls you to do – repent and believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ – then He has had mercy on you.   

 
2.  But there is something else they must do:  they must be baptized.  He continues, 

“Each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins” (v. 38).   
a.  Baptism is the sign of the New Covenant:   

(i)  Christ commands that all who believe in Him be baptized (Matt. 28:18-
20).   

(ii)  It is God’s mark of ownership on us.   
 

b.  It is a spiritual sign of an invisible reality that happens to those who put their 
faith in Christ:   
(i)  It isn’t able to remove your sins – as some believe this passage teaches – 

only faith in Christ can do this.   
(ii)  If you trust in Christ, your sins are forgiven, and if they are forgiven, you 

should receive the sign that they are.   
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(iii)  Peter is literally saying, “If you repent and trust in Jesus, then each of 
you should be baptized because your sins are forgiven.”   

(iv)  The same is true today:  If you have repented of your sins and believed 
in Christ, He calls you to receive this sign as His mark that you are 
included in His church, and it should be applied to you as you join with a 
local expression of that church, unless you’ve receive it before – for you 
only need to be baptized once.   

 
3.  If they did, Peter says, they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit:  “Repent, 

and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (v. 38).   
a.  What Peter has in mind here is not the baptism and indwelling of the Spirit 

that makes one a Christian.   
(i)  The Bible says you need this before you will ever believe (1 Cor. 12:13).   
(ii)  One who is spiritually dead cannot savingly believe unless he is made 

alive in Christ:  this is done by the Spirit (John 3).   
 

b.  Rather, he’s referring to the promise of the Spirit that was poured out on that 
very day:  the Day of Pentecost.   
(i)  The filling of the Spirit to live the life God calls us to live.   
(ii)  The sincere Jew – who could only be sincere by the Spirit’s work in the 

first place – wanted to keep God’s Law and honor Him.   
(iii)  This gift of the Spirit would enable him to do this.   
 

c.  How could they know the Spirit would be theirs?   
(i)  Peter told them that God made them a promise, “For the promise is for 

you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our 
God will call to Himself” (v. 39).   

(ii)  What promise was Peter referring to?   
(a)  He just quoted the passage from Joel.   
(b)  “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of 

My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams’” (2:17).   

(c)  This was a promise God made to Abraham’s seed, the Jews, to them 
and their children – as God promised that He would be a God to them 
and to their seed after them (Gen. 17:7).   

 
d.  Notice at the same time that the Lord was enlarging the circle of this promise 

to the Gentiles:  Peter says this promise is “for all who are far off, as many as 
the Lord our God will call to Himself” (v. 39), as Joel said, “‘And it shall be 
in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all 
mankind’” (Acts 2:17).   
(i)  Those who are far off are the Gentiles; but in Christ, and through the 

Gospel, they would be brought near (Eph. 2:13).   



5 

(ii)  If they believe, they will receive this gift of the Spirit, even as the Jews 
who believed would receive Him.   

(iii)  This is a promise to us as well.   
 

4.  But Peter didn’t stop with these words:  “And with many other words he 
solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, saying, ‘Be saved from this 
perverse generation!’” (v. 40).   
a.  He continued to urge and warn them to repent and be saved from that wicked 

generation of Jews who murdered Jesus.   
(i)  Whoever said that it doesn’t matter how we communicate Christ?   
(ii)  Our earnestness, conviction and zeal are means the Lord uses to bring the 

lost to Himself.   
(iii)  This is another reason we need the Spirit.   
 

b.  He urged them to repent, and by God’s grace, his sermon didn’t fall on deaf 
ears.   
(i)  Three thousand were converted that day and added to the invisible and 

visible church.   
(ii)  “So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day 

there were added about three thousand souls” (v. 41).   
(iii)  This is evangelism made effective by the Holy Spirit.   

 
C.  Finally, their lives showed that they were genuinely converted:  they began to live 

a life of willing obedience:  “They were continually devoting themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” (v. 42).   
1.  In one respect, you don’t have to tell a Christian to do what is already in his or 

her heart to do.   
a.  The blessing of the New Covenant is having the Law written on your heart – 

the desire to do what God commands.   
b.  Spiritual things become second nature – as it were – just as breathing air or 

eating food is something we don’t need to be taught to do – although we 
would admit that as infants we do need to work at learning how to eat 
effectively.   

c.  But that’s what we see here:   
(i)  We don’t read that they were commanded to do these things, but they did 

them anyway.   
(ii)  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching – they learned the 

Word – to fellowship – they shared one another’s lives and burdens – to 
the breaking of the bread – they participated together in the Lord’s Supper 
– and to prayer.   

(iii)  The fear of the Lord was also a part of their experience, and it helped 
them stay on the right track:  “Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and 
many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles” (v. 43).   

(iv)  They shared what they had with others:  “And all those who had 
believed were together and had all things in common; and they began 
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selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with all, as 
anyone might have need” (vv. 44-45).   
(a)  To understand this, we need to realize that all those who were 

converted at Pentecost didn’t live in Jerusalem.   
(b)  To return home without being discipled would be unwise.   
(c)  So the brethren supported them while they were there.   
 

(v)  They continued this practice:  “Day by day continuing with one mind in 
the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their 
meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart, praising God and 
having favor with all the people” (vv. 46-47).   

(vi)  And as they did, the Lord used their testimony to bring more of His lost 
sheep home:  “And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those 
who were being saved” (v. 47).   
(a)  Perhaps Pentecost took the edge off the hatred of the Jews by instilling 

something of the fear of the Lord in their hearts as well.   
(b)  Certainly the Spirit was restraining their evil.   
(c)  But not only were the disciples not being persecuted as their Lord was, 

they were even shown favor in the eyes of the Jews.   
(d)  Sometimes the Lord brings about this blessing, as we see in the 

history of our own nation.   
 

2.  As I said, in one respect, you don’t need to tell a Christian to do what it is his 
nature to do.  But in another respect, you do:   
a.  Because we still have sin in our hearts, and because we often neglect the 

means of grace, the world can have a greater influence in our hearts than 
God’s Spirit.   

b.  The inclination to do what the early disciples were doing is still there, but it’s 
not strong enough to overcome our other desires.   

c.  To break this cycle, and to put on the pattern of godliness we see here, we 
need more of the Spirit’s working.   

d.  And so from this example, let’s be encouraged to:   
(i)   Feed ourselves with less of the world and with more of Christ.   
(ii)  We can’t indulge in the things of the world and expect to be like Christ, 

to live as these early disciples lived.   
(iii)  We will only be like Him to the degree that we are filled with His Spirit.   
(iv)  If we ever expect to have the kind of witness the Lord can use to bring 

the lost to Himself, this is what we must set our hearts to do.   
(v)  May God grant us the grace to do so for His honor and for the honor of 

our Savior.  Amen.   


