
“What’s in Your Way?” 

(Matthew 19:16-30) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  How many hope to arrive in heaven?   

a.  Most people believe when they die, they will go to the good place.   

b.  Just about everyone hopes they will.   

 

2.  But how many actually will go to heaven?  The answer is few.   

a.  Jesus tells us, “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the 

way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through 

it.  For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are 

few who find it” (Matt. 7:13-14).   

b.  Most people will not make it to heaven; most will perish.   

(i)  It won’t be only because they don’t know the way.   

(ii)  But knowing the way, they won’t be willing to pay the price.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  Our passage tells us of a man who came to Jesus hoping to find the way to 

heaven.   

a.  But he left when he found out how much it would cost.   

b.  He wasn’t willing to pay the price.   

 

2.  The question Jesus asks us this evening through this passage is, Are you willing 

to pay the price?   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  Let’s consider for a few moments what that price is.   

1.  A young man, a ruler of the Jews, a rich man, came to Jesus asking how he 

might have eternal life (v. 16).   

a.  How he might not have to face God as Judge for his sins.   

b.  How he might enter into heaven at last.   

c.  This is the question we should all be asking.   

 

2.  Jesus pointed him to the commandments:  “If you wish to enter into life, keep 

the commandments” (v. 17).   

a.  Jesus didn’t mean he could actually do this.   

(i)  Theoretically, if you kept the commandments your whole life, from the 

start to the finish, you could enter into heaven.   

(ii) But no mere man ever has.   

 

b.  He pointed him there was to show him his sins – where he fell short.   
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3.  The young man next asked, “Which ones”?   

a.  They’re all necessary, but He directed him to the last six – those that tell us 

how we are to love our neighbor.   

(i)  He could just as easily pointed to the first four – those that show us how 

to love God.  But He didn’t for reasons we’ll see in just a few moments.   

(ii) Jesus said, “You shall not commit murder; you shall not commit adultery; 

you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; honor your father and 

mother; and you shall love your neighbor as yourself” (vv. 18-19).   

 

b.  The young man responded in a way that most would – though they would be 

wrong, “All these things I have kept” (v. 20).   

(i)  I haven’t injured anyone; I’ve loved others as myself my whole life.   

(ii)  Of course, if this were true – if you never have disobeyed God in any 

way – then you could go to heaven by yourself.   

(a)  You wouldn’t need a Savior; wouldn’t need Christ’s righteousness.   

(b)  But that never happens:  Even the young man knew there was still 

something missing.   

(c)  That’s why he came to Jesus in the first place, that’s why he asked the 

follow up question, “What am I still lacking?” (v. 20).   

 

4.  Mark tells us at this point, “Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him” (10:21).   

a.  He didn’t say what He said next out of judgmental indignation, but out of 

concern for this young man’s soul:  “If you wish to be complete, go and sell 

your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 

and come, follow Me” (v. 21).   

b.  This was what he was lacking; this was what was standing in his way.   

(i)  He was covetous – he loved his riches too much.   

(ii)  He didn’t love his neighbor as himself – otherwise he would have gladly 

sold his goods to minister to their needs.   

(iii)  He didn’t love God enough:  How do we know?  Because of his 

response:  “But when the young man heard this statement, he went away 

grieving; for he was one who owned much property” (v. 22).   

(iv)  He wasn’t willing to pay the price to follow Jesus.   

 

5.  This becomes clearer when we consider what Jesus said after the young man 

left.  “And Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Truly I say to you, it is hard for a rich 

man to enter the kingdom of heaven.  Again I say to you, it is easier for a camel 

to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 

God” (vv. 23-24).   

a.  He said this because the young man was rich and because the disciples 

thought those who were wealthy had a better chance of entering into heaven.   

(i)  The rich had the luxury to devote their whole life to the pursuit of heaven.   

(ii)  If salvation depended on our works, the rich would have the time and 

resources to gain it.   

(iii)  That’s why were read next, “When the disciples heard this, they were 

very astonished and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’” (v. 25).   
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b.  If the rich can’t be saved, then who can?  Jesus’ answer is no one!  “And 

looking at them Jesus said to them, ‘With people this is impossible, but with 

God all things are possible’” (v. 26).   

(i)  No one can save themselves by their works; the Lord must save us by His 

grace.   

(ii)  And when He does, He gives us the ability to pay the price.   

(iii)  It’s not easier for the rich, but harder, since they have more to give up.   

(iv)  A camel can more easily go through the eye of a needle, than a rich man 

can enter into heaven.   

 

c.  When Peter heard His answer, he was relieved, because he understood the 

Lord had given them His grace, “‘Behold, we have left everything and 

followed You; what then will there be for us?’  And Jesus said to them, 

‘Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when 

the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve 

thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.  And everyone who has left 

houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My 

name’s sake, will receive many times as much, and will inherit eternal life” 

(Matt. 19:27-29).   

 

B.  The point is this, if you wish to be saved, to go to heaven when you die, you must 

be willing to pay the price:  You must be willing to set everything aside that stands 

in your way and follow Jesus.   

1.  Listen to what He says in Luke 14, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate 

his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever does not carry his 

own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.  For which one of you, 

when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate the cost to 

see if he has enough to complete it?  Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 

and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This 

man began to build and was not able to finish.’  Or what king, when he sets out 

to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he is 

strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him 

with twenty thousand?  Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a 

delegation and asks for terms of peace.  So then, none of you can be My disciple 

who does not give up all his own possessions” (vv. 26-33).   

a.  If those closest to you are in the way of your following Jesus – father, 

mother, wife, children, brother, sister – you must be willing to set them aside.   

b.  If you love your life too much, you must be willing to set that aside and 

follow Jesus no matter where He leads you, even if it means to your death.   

c.  If your possessions are in your way, you must be willing to give them all up – 

you may not need to sell everything, but you must be willing to do so if Jesus 

calls you to.   
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2.  The rich young ruler wasn’t able to do this.  But will you?   

a.  Will you come to Jesus on these terms this evening?   

b.  Will you love Him more than your closest relatives and friends?   

c.  Will you live for Him, no matter what He calls you to do?  Will you die for 

Him?   

d.  Will you give up your right to yourself and to all that you have?   

e.  Will you set aside whatever stands in your way to follow Him?   

 

3.  Your answer to these questions will determine where you spend eternity.   

a.  If you go away from Christ, as the young man did, you will perish.   

(i)  If you aren’t willing to give Christ your possessions, you will lose them 

one day – when you die, you will have to let go of them.   

(ii)  If you’re not willing to give up your comforts, when you die, you will be 

miserable forever.   

(iii)  If you’re not willing to give up your friends and family that keep you 

from Christ, you will be with them forever.   

(iv)  If you’re not willing to give up your sins, they will weigh you down 

forever into hell.   

(v)  If you’re not willing to give up your life, you will lose it forever.   

 

b.  But, if you do set these things aside, if you do what Jesus asks of you, then 

you will gain them.   

(i)  If you give your possessions to Christ, you will keep them forever in 

heaven – nothing you give up for Him will go unrewarded.   

(ii)  If you give up your comfort here, you will be comforted forever in 

heaven.   

(iii)  If you are willing to give up friends and family here, you may actually 

be able to bring them with you to heaven – you might be able to save 

them.   

(iv)  If you give up whatever glory you might gain in this world and humble 

yourself to serve the Lord, He will exalt you on earth and in heaven.  

(v)  If you give up your sin, you will find grace and forgiveness.   

(vi)  If you give up your life, you will gain eternal life:  “Then Jesus said to 

His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 

and take up his cross and follow Me.  For whoever wishes to save his life 

will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.  For what 

will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?  Or 

what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matt. 16:24-26).   

 

c.  Are you willing to pay the price?   

(i)  Turn from your sins and trust in Christ.   

(ii)  Don’t let the things of this world stand in your way, as they did the rich 

young ruler.   

(iii)  Let go of them and take hold of Christ by faith.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


