
“What Kind of Soil Are You?” 

(Mark 4:1-20) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.  Last week, we considered the main way we can know we are the 

Lord’s.   

1.  There are many things people point to as evidence:   

a.  That you’ve prayed the Sinner’s Prayer.   

b.  That you go to church.   

c.  That you have been baptized.   

d.  That you’ve received absolution by a priest.   

e.  You can do all these things and still not make it to heaven.   

 

2.  What does Jesus point you to as the main evidence you are a true believer?   

a.  Whether or not you do His will from the heart.   

b.  He points to the fruit of your life.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  It shouldn’t come as a surprise to you then to see this truth repeated many times 

in Scripture.  It’s in our text again this morning.   

a.  Here we see our Lord go out again to the Sea of Galilee to teach.   

b.  Being crowded, He got into a boat (Peter’s).   

c.  And He began to teach them many things through parables.   

(i)  Parables are word pictures or illustrations that Jesus used to teach spiritual 

truth.   

(ii)  He used things they were very familiar with to teach them things they 

didn’t know.   

 

2.  This morning, let’s consider the first parable – that of the Sower.   

a.  Jesus was speaking in an agrarian context – to those whose work was mainly 

farming – so they would have been very familiar with this image.   

b.  The Parable of the Sower is the story of a farmer who goes out to sow his 

field in the hope of a good crop; but who sees different results in the different 

types of soil in his field.   

c.  Jesus uses this to illustrate the possible results in evangelism:  As the 

evangelist sows the seed of the Gospel, it will have different results according 

to the condition of the heart in those who hear it.   

c.  Let’s consider:   

(i)  First, the four possible heart conditions.   

(ii)  Second, the condition of your own heart.   

(iii)  And finally, how you can use this information in evangelism.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, what are the four possible heart conditions?   
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1.  The first is a hard heart.   

a.  It’s represented by the area beside the road.   

(i)  This is where the farmer and others walk, compacting the soil.  

(ii)  The seed can’t penetrate here.   

 

b.  This represents those whose hearts are unmoved by the Gospel, at least in a 

good way.   

(i)  When they hear it, they immediately reject it or dismiss it or resist it in 

some way.   

(ii)  Since the Word doesn’t get into their hearts at any level, Satan soon 

comes and sweeps it away with other thoughts so that it never bears fruit.   

 

2.  The second condition we might call a superficial heart.   

a.  It’s represented by the shallow soil.   

(i)  The seed penetrates, but because the soil isn’t very deep there’s no place 

for the roots to grow and so all the growth is upward.   

(iii)  At first, it seems very promising, but when the sun rises, it dries up and 

dies.     

 

b.  This is the person who believes the facts of the Gospel, but doesn’t really 

embrace Jesus from the heart.   

(i)  Because there’s no spiritual depth to their Christianity – because they’re 

not fully committed to Jesus – they’re not willing to pay whatever price 

they must to hold onto Him.   

(ii)  Once the cost becomes clear – which it inevitably will: Jesus said, in the 

world you have tribulation (John 16:33) – they fall away.   

 

3.  The third condition we might call a divided heart.   

a.  These are represented by the soil with the thorns.   

(i)  Again, the seed penetrates, grows and gives every hope of bearing fruit.   

(ii)  But thorns grow up with it and choke it so that it doesn’t bear any fruit.   

 

b.  This is the one who hears the Gospel, and again believes it at some level, but 

who can’t break free from the world.   

(i)  The world issues its siren call, and they answer it like a bee drawn to a 

flower.   

(ii)  This person never really gets serious about serving the Lord because he 

is divided between two loves (Matt. 6:24).   

 

4.  The final condition we might call a whole heart.   

a.  These are represented by the good soil.   

(i)  Here the seed penetrates, germinates and grows.   

(ii)  It also does what none of the other soils ultimately do:  produce fruit.   

 

b.  This is the one who hears, believes and actually embraces Jesus Christ as He 

is offered in the Gospel.  
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(i)  They receive the Spirit, repent of their sins, and do what their Lord tells 

them to do.   

(ii)  Since these alone bear fruit – or actually do His will – they alone of the 

four are converted.   

(iii)  There are four responses represented here to the Gospel:  complete 

rejection, a superficial reception, a divided reception, and a whole-hearted 

reception.   

 

B.  Second, how have you responded to the Gospel?  

1.  Has it had any effect in your life?   

a.  You hear it preached just about every week, and every week you make a 

conscious choice either to receive or reject it – a choice that the Lord will 

hold you accountable for.   

b.  What have you chosen to do with it?   

(i)  Have you rejected it?   

(ii)  Has it had no effect on your life at all?   

(iii)  Have you felt no conviction when you hear it?   

(iv)  If so, you are in a dangerous condition – you need to pray that the Lord 

would open your ears, and that He would allow the Gospel to penetrate 

and change your heart.   

(v)  If you stay in your present condition, you will perish forever.   

 

2.  On the other hand, has the Gospel affected you, at least on some level?  Do you 

believe it, at least superficially?   

a.  Are you willing to believe yourself to be a Christian, and even to act like one 

on Sundays, or at home, but when you’re around friends that are worldly, you 

want to act like them?   

b.  Do you tend to distance yourself from Jesus when you’re around those who 

clearly don’t approve of the Christian life or make fun of those who do?   

c.  Do you only follow Him as long as it’s comfortable, but turn away when it 

costs more than you want to pay?   

d.  If so, you need to repent and ask the Lord to give you His Spirit to make you 

willing to pay whatever price you must to follow Him.   

e.  Again, if you stay in your present condition, you will be lost.   

 

3.  Do you believe what the Bible says is true and you want to follow Jesus, but 

only as long as you can still have what you really want as well?   

a.  Are you someone who starts to do what the Lord wants you to, but you find 

yourself getting pulled back by the world?  You still want position, authority, 

fame and recognition from the world, as well as Christ?   

b.  Do you find that you love it so much that you can’t let go of it?   

c.  Your Lord tells you that you can’t have both:  Those who love the world will 

perish with it (1 John 2:15-17; Matt. 16:25-26).  You can’t serve two masters 

(Matt. 6:24).   

d.  You must let go of the world and take Jesus as your all.   
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e.  Pray that the Lord would give you the grace to fall out of love with the world 

and in love with Him.   

 

4.  Or have you, by God’s grace, taken Jesus to be your Lord and Savior, and have 

you been seeking to serve Him with your whole heart by doing all that He 

commands?   

a.  Have you been bearing good fruit?   

b.  Even though you still slip from time to time and do things you know are bad, 

do you repent and get back on the right path?   

c.  If so, you are the Lord’s; you are safe.   

d.  Make sure you thank the Lord every day for His mercy, and continue to push 

forward towards heaven, bearing as much fruit as you can for His glory.   

 

C.  Finally, how can you use what we’ve seen this morning to evangelize?   

1.  First, you need to realize, sadly, that there will be many people who fall into the 

first category.   

a.  The majority of people will either be indifferent or get angry – the path that 

leads to destruction is broad and many go in that way.   

b.  Don’t get discouraged – it doesn’t mean there’s anything wrong with the 

Gospel or with you or your presentation.   

c.  The problem is in their hearts – it shows what the Bible says is true about 

them – they won’t come to the light, because it will expose their evil deeds.   

d.  You must continue to pray the Lord would break their stony hearts, while 

you continue to use the opportunities the Lord gives you to witness to them.   

 

2.  Second, you need to realize that those who fall into the last three categories are 

all going to look the same initially.   

a.  They will all receive the Gospel you bring.   

b.  They will all continue with Jesus at least a little while.   

c.  But at some point, there will be a parting of the paths.   

(i)  Those who received Him only superficially will eventually fall away 

when living the Christian life begins to cost them too much.   

(ii)  Those whose hearts are divided between Jesus and the world will never 

grow or bear any real fruit because they won’t be willing to give up the 

world.   

(iii)  But the encouraging thing is there will be those who are willing to pay 

the price, who will break free from the world, and who will grow and bear 

fruit.   

(a)  They will because the Lord has chosen them to salvation.   

(b)  We’ll see more about this tonight.   

 

3.  Knowing these things in advance will help you make sense of what you see 

happening when you share the Gospel with others.  It will also help you lead 

them to a true salvation.   

a.  Jesus actually dealt with these issues when He was evangelizing – that’s why 

He said you must count the cost before you follow Him (Luke 14:26-33).   
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b.  You must do the same, by telling those you witness to,  

(i)  That following Jesus means hardship and that they must be willing to 

endure it.   

(ii)  That they must be willing to give up everything they have – their time, 

their strength, their reputation, all their own possessions.   

(iii)  That they must be willing to do whatever Jesus calls them to do.   

(iv)  You need to tell them what Jesus says about counting the cost, and that 

they must be willing to pay it before they ever set out.   

 

c.  Some want to hide these costs for fear of scaring people away from Jesus.   

(i)  If you hide them, you’ll only get more superficial and worldly people into 

the church, but no more into the Kingdom.   

(ii)  But if you point out the costs, it’s more likely that only those willing to 

pay it will respond.   

(iii)  May the Lord give us the wisdom to apply these things to our 

evangelism.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


