
 

“What Kind of a Man Is This?” 
(Matthew 8:24-27) 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning we were looking at how important it is that we follow Jesus.  The Bible tells us 
that there is no other way of salvation except by way of the cross, both His cross and our own.  It is His 
atoning death alone that can save us, that can pay what we owe to the justice of God for our sins.  But we 
must also carry our own cross, crucify ourselves, our aspirations, our desires, our wills, in order to follow 
Christ.  And we must be willing to follow Him wherever He goes.  Now for the one who has had his heart 
changed by the grace of God, this is not difficult.  When God grants His saving mercy to a man, He gives 
him the desire to do these very things.  When Jesus says count the cost, the one who has received it 
searches his heart and finds that he is willing to gladly to pay whatever the price may be.  But the one who 
has not will find that he is not willing.  Now this doesn’t mean that it will always be easy for the one who 
has God’s grace, because there is also another desire at work in his heart, a sinful desire which doesn’t want 
to yield to God.  It won’t always be easy to pay the price, but he will do it, he will choose to go the way of 
God, because it is the best and most desirable way to him.  But for the one who doesn’t have His grace it is 
impossible, not because there is anything stopping him, but because he won’t want to pay.  A person only 
chooses what he wants, and if he doesn’t want God -- and I mean the true God, not a god of his own 
making --, he won’t choose Him.  That person must come to God through Christ and ask for His mercy to 
change his heart, or he will remain hardened and will ultimately perish.   
  But now having seen this, let’s move on to the next event in our passage.  Jesus had told His 
disciples that it was time to depart to the other side, and now they were on their way.  His disciples 
probably thought that all they were in for was a simple boat ride across the Sea.  But instead, they ran into 
some great difficulty which stretched their faith beyond its limits and revealed something wonderful about 
this man that they were following.  What we see in this account this evening is that  
 
  Christ is God, the Lord of all creation, and therefore He is worthy of our trust.   
 
I.  First, let’s look at the situation.  After they had gotten into the boat and had rowed a little bit away 

from shore, we read, “There arose a great storm in the sea, so that the boat was covered with the 
waves; but He Himself was asleep” (v. 24).   
A. The question we should be asking ourselves about this incident is, Why here and why now?   

1.  Why did this great storm arise at this particular time?  Was it an accident, or not?   
a.  The answer is, No, it wasn’t.  Those of you who know what the Bible teaches regarding the 

things which happen in this world know that there are no accidents.  Nothing happens by 
chance.  All of it takes place by design.   

b.  Paul writes in Ephesians 1:11 that God “works all things after the counsel of His will.”  He is 
the One who has planned the end from the beginning.  He is the One who is working all 
things together for His purposes.  Accident, chance, fate, luck, fortune are things which 
really don’t exist.  They are often used by those who don’t believe in God to explain why 
some things that happen are good, and other are not.  Sadly, they are even referred to by 
some Christians.  But since these things don’t really exist, they can’t be that which causes 
things to turn out as they do.  God is the One who does.  This is clearly what the Bible 
teaches.   

c.  But this raises a problem, doesn’t it?  If God is in control of all things, if He ordains whatever 
comes to pass, if He works all things after the counsel of His own will, then isn’t He also 
responsible for all the evil which is in the world?  No.  He isn’t.  It is true that He has 
ordained that it would be, and that He allows it to exist, but God did not make evil.  Evil 
came from the creatures He made.  It is true that He could stop it.  If He couldn’t, then He 
wouldn’t be God.  But He doesn’t.  Why not?  He doesn’t stop it, because it is good that 
there is evil.  God uses it to accomplish His good purposes.    

 
2.  Now I don’t have time to tell you all of the different ways in which God works evil out for His 

glory, but I will give you one example, the one in our passage this evening.   
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B.  God ordained this storm, which, though it’s not a moral evil or sinful, is still a natural evil.   

1.  A natural evil is something that happens which is destructive and life-threatening, but is not 
morally blamable, because it doesn’t do it on purpose.   
a.  You cannot accuse it of doing something wrong because it doesn’t have any control over 

what it does.   
b.  Earthquakes are natural evils.  They do a lot of damage, they sometimes kill lots of people.  

But they are not responsible for their actions, because they don’t do these things on purpose.  
They don’t have any purpose.  They are not personal.  They are not persons.  They are 
events.   

c.  The same is true of tidal waves, hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, volcanoes and fires.  And the 
same is true of this storm which the disciples were faced with.   

d.  The wind began to blow very strongly through the mountain passes on one side of the sea, 
which churned up the waves when it hit the water.  The result was a great storm which was 
so powerful that the boat was being covered by the waves.   

e.  Now as I said, God ordained this storm.  He wanted Christ and His disciples to be caught in 
the middle of it.  Certainly He could have stopped it or prevented it if He had wanted to, but 
He didn’t.  And the reason why He didn’t, as I said, was that He had a plan to use it for good.   

 
2.  How did God use this storm for good?  Well, there were two things that He wanted to teach 

Christ’s disciples through it:  He wanted to show them how little they really trusted in Him and 
He wanted to give them a clearer sight of who His Son was, so that they would trust in Him 
more.   

 
II.  So let’s look now at these two ways in which the Lord brought good out of this seeming 

catastrophe.   
A.  First, let’s see how He used it to show the disciples how little they really trusted Him.    

1.  Matthew writes that when they were in the middle of this dangerous storm, “They came to Him, 
and awoke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing” (v. 25).   
a.  Now they had to wake Him up because Jesus had fallen asleep in the boat.  He was tired.  

When you look at what He did just before getting into the boat, and when you realize what 
we saw this morning about how Jesus gave Himself fully to do the work of His Father, it 
shouldn’t come as any surprise that He was tired.  Don’t forget, that even though Jesus was 
God in human flesh, He was still fully human, and therefore subject to the limitations of 
humanity.  He could run out of energy and needed rest just like any of us.  This shows us 
again that Jesus, as our great High Priest, understands what it is we are going through.  He 
knows that we get tired sometimes in our service to God, He knows that we need rest.  And 
He also knows how to help us when, in our weakened state, the enemy of our souls sets in to 
hurt us, for he often does when we grow tired.   

b.  But notice secondly, the complete trust that Jesus had in His Father.  Though the others were 
panicking, He was not.  He so fully trusted that the Father was watching over Him for good, 
and that He would enable Him to accomplish His work, that He didn’t fear the storm in the 
least.  The psalmist writes, “I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the LORD sustains me” (3:5).  
Trusting in the Lord brings peace. a peace that only His children know.   

c.  But apparently trust was something that the disciples didn’t have much of.  They came to 
Jesus and woke Him up, saying, “Save us, Lord; we’re about to drown.”   

d.  Now notice that the disciples weren’t completely without faith.  They came to Jesus believing 
that He could do something about their situation.  After all, Jesus had said that they were 
going to the other side.  They thought highly enough about Jesus to believe that if anyone in 
the boat could do something about their predicament, He could.   

 
2.  But apparently their faith was not strong enough.  When Jesus woke up, rather than excusing 

their fear because of the storm, He gave them a mild rebuke, by saying, “Why are you timid, you 
men of little faith?” (v. 26).   
a.  Jesus told them that they were being cowards.  Where is your faith men?  Is it so small that 
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you are not able to trust that I and My Father will get you safely across?  Why weren’t you 
able to rest in Him, as I was doing?   

b.  Now, we should be careful here about passing judgment on the disciples.  I’m not sure that 
any of us would have fared any better if we had been in their shoes.  It would be a scary thing 
to be out in the middle of a sea in a small boat with such a big storm threatening to drown us.  
But the fact that Jesus was in the boat should have made more of a difference, than it did 
with them.  He had the power to protect them, to keep them safe, as we shall shortly see.  
They already knew that His power was great, for they had seen so many of His miracles.  
This should have given them confidence.  But it didn’t.  They were still afraid.   

c.  This can be very instructive for us, for how many times have we found ourselves in trouble 
and exhibited the same cowardliness and smallness of faith that they did?  How many times 
have we doubted the Lord’s ability to save us?  But do we have any more reason to fear than 
they did?  No.  If you have trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ, He is as much with you and 
involved with your circumstances as He was with them.  Jesus doesn’t need to be physically 
present to protect you.  He has the government of the whole world entrusted to Him.  And as 
King of the universe, He is working all things together for your good.  Oh yes, things do 
happen which are very scary.  Things happen all the time which can make us afraid.  But 
realizing that things are as much outside of our control as the storm was outside of the 
disciples control, and that things are in the Lord’s hands, as much as they were when these 
things happened to them in the boat, do we really have any good reason to be afraid?  Even 
when we come to die, even when the Lord puts us into that situation which will end in our 
death -- and that time will come for each one of us here --, do we even then have any reason 
to be afraid?  No.  For when we die as Christians, the Lord tells us, we will immediately be 
transported to heaven, away from all danger, away from all fear, away from all sickness and 
suffering, into the place of perfect love and happiness.   

d.  The only thing that keeps us from enjoying the peace and joy which Christ gives more fully 
here is our lack of faith.  The only thing which caused the disciples to be afraid was their lack 
of faith.  It was too small.  And as long as our trust in Him remains small, we will also fear.   

e.  But the other thing I should point here is that this is not the case with those who don’t know 
Jesus.  For the child of God there is no reason to fear, but this is not the case with the 
unbeliever.  He has every reason to fear.  Right now there is a tempest in heaven, a cup filled 
with God’s wrath which is continually filling up and overflowing, because of the sins 
committed in this world.  And as it overflows, it is poured out upon the earth, meeting out 
just a small measure of justice upon the ungodly, which is only a prelude to that which is 
coming at the end of the age.  Paul writes in Romans 1 that “the wrath of God is constantly 
being revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (v. 18).  There are wicked men who die everyday from 
the cup of God’s fury.  Most of those who are in danger of God’s wrath are completely 
oblivious to that fact.  It is not that God hasn’t warned them.  He has.  He has sent His Word 
to many of them.  But He has also put the voice of conscience in all of them.  But they have 
ignored His warnings.  They think they are safe.  They are like the disciples in the boat who 
are in imminent danger of being drowned, but they are like Jesus in that they are asleep.  But 
unlike Jesus, their sleep doesn’t come from any trust in God, but rather in a trust in 
themselves.  They trust that if there is a heaven, they will surely be good enough to enter it.  
If there is a God, He will surely see that their good works outweigh their bad.  But God 
doesn’t see it this way.  The Lord says that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  
The wages of sin is death.  And if you die with your sins still clinging to you, if you die still 
under the justice and wrath of God, you will be forever destroyed.  If that is the case with 
you, what should you do?  How can you be saved?  You must do what the disciples did when 
they were threatened by the storm.  You must cry out to the Lord to save you.  He is the only 
One who can.  You must ask Him to make you even more aware of the danger of your sin.  
You must ask Him to change your hard heart so that you will be able to embrace Him.  And 
you must trust in Christ and His righteousness and sacrifice on the cross alone to save you.  
You must do this, or you will surely perish.   

f.  But can you trust Jesus to save you?  Is He strong enough?  Does He have enough authority?  
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Will He be able to see you through the day of God’s wrath?  Yes, He can.  These closing 
verses show us that He can.   

 
B.  After Jesus rebuked His disciples for their lack of faith, “He arose, and rebuked the winds and the 

sea; and it became perfectly calm” (v. 26).   
1.  Jesus did this to show them exactly who He was and what kind of authority He had.   

a.  The wind and the sea were churning furiously around them.  But Jesus merely spoke, and 
with a word, He commanded them to cease, and they did.   

b.  Now realize what Jesus did here.  He did not just command the wind, but also the waves, and 
they both obeyed Him.  If the wind alone had been affected, the disciples still might have 
been in danger from the waves for several more minutes.  When you stop splashing around in 
a pool, it takes a few minutes for it to settle down.  When the wind stops churning a sea, it 
take quite a while for the waves to settle down.  But the amazing thing here is that Christ 
commands them both, and they both immediately cease.   

c.  The psalmist writes concerning God, “Thou does rule the swelling of the sea; when its waves 
rise, Thou does still them” (89:9).  Who has the power to command the elements?  God 
alone.  The infinite God of the universe.  The true and living God.  This was the One 
standing before the disciples.   

 
2.  And the disciples realized this.  You can almost see them drawing back in wonder away from 

Christ, as they said, “What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?” (v. 
27).   
a.  What kind of a man is Christ?  He is unlike any man who has ever lived, or will ever live.  He 

is God in human flesh.  He is the Son of God, the second person of the triune God, who took 
upon Himself our human nature, so that He could bring His people, all those who would 
believe on Him, to everlasting life.   

b.  He is the One who not only has power and authority over the wind and the waves, but also 
over life and death.  He has the power to condemn, and He has the power to save, and He has 
said that He will save everyone who will come to Him, with even the smallest faith, and put 
their trust in Him.   

c.  Do you know Jesus this evening?  Do you know Him as your Lord and your Savior?  Have 
you trusted in Him to save you from your sins, and to bring you safely through the judgment 
of the final day?  If not, I would invite you to trust in Him now.  Take hold of Him by faith, 
and receive from Him everything you need to be made acceptable to God.  He is the only 
One who can save you.   

d.  But if you do know Him, then remember, this One who has the power to still the wind and the 
waves is the One who has been exalted to the right hand of the Father and has been given 
authority over heaven and earth.  The reason the Father has entrusted this authority to Him is 
so that He might rule and overrule all things for the good of His church and the glory of His 
Father.  Should you fear when you are set about by danger on all sides?  Should you worry 
that the Lord won’t see you safely through?  No.  God is the One who is for you in Jesus 
Christ.  And if God is for you, who can be against you?  Trust in the Lord, and serve Him 
faithfully.  He will take care of you.   

e.  What kind of a man is Christ?  He is One who is both God and man, One who is mighty to 
save.  Do not be like those of little faith, who fear the world around them, but like those of 
great faith in the Lord who do great things in His name.  May God grant that we all may.  
Amen.   


