
“What Is Your Calling?” 

(Mark 3:13-19) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation:  This morning, we’re returning to the Gospel of Mark.   

1.  There are many reasons we might study this particular book, but we’ve been 

focusing on two main things:   

a.  First, the Gospel:  that we might hear it, be converted by it if we haven’t, and 

be encouraged by it if we have.   

b.  And second, that we might understand the Gospel more fully, so that we’ll be 

thoroughly equipped to present it to others.   

 

2.  We’ve seen many things to this point; here are just a few reminders:   

a.  When you evangelize, you need to use the Law to show others why they need 

Jesus, even as the Lord sent John before Jesus to show Israel where they 

needed to repent and why they needed the Messiah.   

b.  You need to be filled with the Spirit if you are to evangelize effectively, just 

as Jesus was anointed with the Spirit above measure to do His work.   

c.  You need to remember that Jesus has bound the devil already in His earthly 

work, and that your work is primarily that of plundering his house.   

d.  Your message must include faith and repentance – a faith that is more than 

believing the facts and a repentance that is more than a change of mind about 

Jesus – you need to tell others that they must trust Jesus alone for their 

salvation and turn from all their sins.   

e.  The Lord is sending you to fish for men – not merely to make friends of 

unbelievers – you are to try to bring them to Jesus that they might be saved.   

f.  Here’s just a few more things that should be helpful:   

(i)  That the message you bring has authority – Jesus preached it and proved 

it by His miracles; the Spirit makes this message powerful to save.   

(ii)  That you are in a war – the moment you step out with this holy message, 

Satan is going to try to do whatever he can to stop you.   

(iii)  That God has given you His Spirit to sustain and hold you up in this 

battle.   

(iv)  That you need to fast and pray to get more of the Spirit’s help.   

(v)  That the Lord has given you His Sabbaths to refresh and encourage you 

in this work.   

(vi)  That because of the abuse you will take from others, you need to guard 

your heart from becoming hard.   

(vii)  That the Lord calls everyone to come to Him; and that you must do 

nothing to stand in the way of anyone coming to Jesus.   

(viii)  That everyone is commanded to come now and to come humbly.   

(ix)  That those you minister to have a hard heart and need the new birth.   

(x)  That many who come to Jesus, don’t come for the right reasons; and that 

in order to come for the right reasons, the Lord must call them to Himself.   
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(xii)  We’ve seen many other things, but that should be enough of a review 

for now.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see the Lord call twelve men.   

a.  These twelve were to be with Him; would be sent to preach; would be given 

authority over the demons – they would be His apostles.   

b.  Of these twelve, eleven were saved – they were called into His kingdom and 

everlasting glory – but the twelfth was left in his sin, under God’s judgment, 

and would later betray Him.   

c.  Instead of spending time looking at each man and what they would do – since 

we’re going to see that unfold in this Gospel record – we’re going to focus on 

two points that are clearly in our passage:   

(i)  That the Lord calls whom He wills to Himself and salvation – as He did 

the eleven.   

(ii)  And that the Lord also calls each of His servants to that particular work 

He wants them to do – as He did the twelve (even unbelievers).   

 

2.  Let’s look at both under the headings of two applicational questions:   

a.  The first is, has the Lord called you to salvation and everlasting glory?   

b.  And the second is, if He has, what has He called you to do with your life?   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, has the Lord called you to salvation and everlasting glory?   

1.  One thing that clearly taught in the Bible – though many believers have a hard 

time receiving – is that the Lord does call specific individuals to salvation.   

a.  The Lord is sovereignly in control over who is saved and who not:  These 

twelve were not exceptions.   

b.  This sovereignty extends to every man, even to each of us here.   

(i)  He made you and has the right to do with you what He wants.   

(ii)  Paul writes, “Or does not the potter have a right over the clay, to make 

from the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for common 

use?” (Rom. 9:21).  The implied answer is yes.   

(a)  He has chosen to make some the objects of His grace and mercy in 

Jesus Christ.   

(b)  But He has chosen to make others the objects of His wrath – for their 

sins.   

(c)  In the same chapter, He speaks of His love for Jacob and His hatred of 

Esau, before either were born, before they had done anything good or 

bad (v. 13).   

(d)  He also speaks of His sovereignty in raising up Pharaoh, only that He 

might judge him and all of Egypt for their sins, “For the Scripture says 

to Pharaoh, ‘For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate My 

power in you, and that My name might be proclaimed throughout the 

whole earth’” (Rom. 9:17).   



3 

(e)  The fact is, “He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens 

whom He desires” (v. 18).   

(f)  The Lord determined to have mercy on the eleven, but the twelfth, He 

left in his sins.   

 

c.  The fact that God chooses whom He will save doesn’t leave anyone with an 

excuse.   

(i)  Those who refuse God’s offer of salvation in Jesus, do so because that’s 

what they want to do, not because the Lord is forcing them.   

(ii)  Those who receive it would have done the same thing, except for the 

grace of God that makes them willing.   

 

2.  In light of this, ask yourself this morning:  Has the Lord called you in His grace 

to His Son, Jesus Christ?   

a.  This is the most important question you will ever ask.   

(i)  It’s not as you young people think:  when you’ll get your first job, or your 

first car, or house, whether you’ll be rich and famous, or whether you’ll 

ever get married.   

(ii)  The most important is whether you will ultimately arrive safely in heaven 

or be condemned to hell.   

(iii)  This is the question you must answer and can’t afford to put off.   

 

b.  How can you know whether the Lord has called you?   

(i)  You can’t climb up to heaven to look and see if your name is written in 

the book of life.   

(ii)  The Lord isn’t going to speak from heaven and tell you.   

(iii)  So how can you know?   

(a)  You can know by whether or not you’re trusting Jesus Christ to save 

you.   

(b)  If you have seen your need of Jesus, have come to Him and submitted 

to Him, if you have continued to walk with Him, growing in your love 

and obedience, you don’t need to doubt that He has called you into His 

kingdom.   

 

(iv)  If you haven’t trusted Him yet, then the question of whether He has 

chosen you still remains.   

(a)  If so, you’re in a very dangerous situation – one you need to settle 

now.   

(b)  Jesus tells you this morning to settle it by coming to Him.   

(1)  He says, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I 

will give you rest.  Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 

am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

For My yoke is easy and My burden is light” (Matt. 11:28-30).   

(2)  If you come to Him now in faith, the matter will be settled for all 

eternity – He will save you.   
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(3)  He will cleanse you of your sins, give you His righteousness and 

receive you as His sons and daughters – you will be safe.   

(4)  If you put it off, you will still be in danger.   

(5)  Don’t stay in that condition – come to Jesus now and be saved.   

 

B.  Second, if He has called you to salvation, what has He called you to do with your 

life for His glory?   

1.  He made the eleven (actually, the twelve for a time), as we’ve seen, for a 

specific purpose – that they might serve Him as apostles.   

a.  He made Paul with his particular character and education, so that he might be 

the apostle to the Gentiles.   

b.  He made Whitefield, Wesley, Toplady, and Rowlands specifically for the 

work He called them to do.   

c.  The same was true of Edwards, Ryle, and Spurgeon and many others.   

d.  The same is true of you.   

 

2.  The Lord has made each of you for a specific purpose.   

a.  Do you know what yours is?   

(i)  He made you to glorify and enjoy Him; but how will He glorify Himself 

through you?   

(ii)  Again, you’re not going to hear a voice from heaven.  Jesus isn’t going to 

appear and tell you.   

(iii)  But He will show you.  He really does want you to know.   

 

b.  How will He show you?  First, by putting a burden for that work on your 

heart?  What do you want to do?   

(i)  You need to be careful here.   

(a)  Not everything you want to do is necessarily what He wants you to do.   

(b)  You might want to do something you shouldn’t do, something that 

glorifies you rather than God, or something that’s sinful – if that’s the 

case, you can be sure that isn’t His will.   

(c)  But is what you want to do good, and useful to the Lord and others?  

That may very well be His will for you.   

 

(ii)  One thing that will help you discover His will is simply to walk with 

Him.   

(a)  If you delight in Him, put Him and His glory first, He will show you.   

(b)  He won’t leave you in the dark – He wants you to know.   

 

c.  You can also look at your gifts.  What has the Lord given you to work with?   

(i)  They might not necessarily be what you think they are.   

(a)  You may have a gift that you don’t see as a gift.   

(b)  Or something you don’t want to believe is a gift.   

(c)  Or a gift that you don’t want to have because you don’t enjoy using it.   

 

(ii)  What do others say about you?  Especially those who are the Lord’s?   
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(a)  You can always find someone who will agree with you, who will give 

you an excuse to keep going the direction you want to go.   

(b)  On the other hand, there are those who don’t like you, who might use 

every opportunity to minimize your gifts.   

(c)  That’s why it’s important to find someone godly to help you, someone 

who fears the Lord, who is mature, who wants to see you use your gifts 

to glorify God.   

(d)  Ask someone you respect in this way and see what they say about you.   

 

d.  Where has the Lord put you?  What opportunities has He provided?  How 

well have you done with those opportunities?  Again, don’t trust your own 

judgment, but find out what other faithful counselors think.   

(i)  If you find that the Lord continually puts you into particular situations, He 

may be showing you that this is what He wants you to do, at least for now.   

(ii)  Don’t forget that He will often entrust you with little until you learn how 

to deal faithfully with that, before He gives you more.   

(iii)  Don’t despise the day of small things, but submit to Him, learn to be 

faithful in what He has given you to do.   

(iv)  So look at what’s in your heart, consider your gifts, consider where the 

Lord has placed you, and make sure you ask a mature believer who knows 

you what they think.   

 

e.  The Lord made you with your particular gifts, for a specific purpose.   

(i)  You have everything you need to fulfill that purpose – except for some 

training and experience.   

(ii)  Don’t hide that gift under a bushel or bury it in the ground.   

(iii)  Use what the Lord has given you for His glory.   

(iv)  Don’t try to do what you’re not gifted to do, or you’ll always be 

frustrated.   

(v)  Minister within the bounds of your gifts, and you will succeed.   

 

3.  And so you have two questions to settle regarding your calling this morning.   

a.  Has the Lord called you into His kingdom?  If not, then seek Him until in His 

mercy, He does.   

b.  If He has, then what has He made you to do?  What is His calling on your 

life?   

(i)  The sooner you find out, the sooner you can get started with that 

particular thing He has planned for you to glorify Him.   

(ii)  Then begin to do your best with it that you might receive a full reward.   

 

c.  One further way to discover your gift is to be filled with the Spirit.   

(i)  The more you have of the Spirit, the more clearly you will see the 

spiritual gifts the Lord has given you in operation.   

(ii)  Let’s prepare now to come to the Table to receive more of His Spirit that 

we might better know our gifts and His will for our lives.  Amen.   
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