
“Hell” 

(Revelation 14:11) 

 

 

I.  Introduction.  Why study hell?   

A.  Because it’s real.   

B.  Because it’s a terrible place.   

C.  Because it will encourage us:   

1.  To avoid it at all costs.   

2.  To get the Gospel out to others.   

 

II.  Hell.   

A.  What is hell?   

1.  Etymology.   

a.  The word “hell” comes from the Saxon “helan,” which means to cover.   

b.  It is the covered or invisible place.   

 

2.  There are three main words in the Bible used to refer to hell.   

a.  Sheol:   

(i)  The root means to ask or demand, from which we get the idea of 

insatiableness:   

(a)  “There are three things that will not be satisfied, four that will not say, 

‘Enough’:  Sheol, and the barren womb, earth that is never satisfied with 

water, and fire that never says, ‘Enough’” (Prov. 30:15-16).   

(b)  “Furthermore, wine betrays the haughty man, so that he does not stay at 

home.  He enlarges his appetite like Sheol, and he is like death, never 

satisfied.  He also gathers to himself all nations and collects to himself 

all peoples” (Hab. 2:5).   

 

(ii)  It refers to the place of the dead.   

(a)  Often, it simply means the grave:   

(1)  The wicked go there:  “Drought and heat consume the snow waters, 

so does Sheol those who have sinned” (Job 24:19); “Let me not be put 

to shame, O LORD, for I call upon You; let the wicked be put to 

shame, let them be silent in Sheol” (Ps. 31:17).   

(2)  But also righteous:  “So Jacob tore his clothes, and put sackcloth on 

his loins and mourned for his son many days.  Then all his sons and 

all his daughters arose to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted.  

And he said, ‘Surely I will go down to Sheol in mourning for my 

son.’  So his father wept for him” (Gen. 37:34-35).   

(3)  It is synonymous with death, “Shall I ransom them from the power 

of Sheol?  Shall I redeem them from death?  O Death, where are your 

thorns?  O Sheol, where is your sting?  Compassion will be hidden 

from My sight” (Hos. 13:14).   

 

(b)  Sometimes it is represented as a place where there is no activity.   
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(1)  “Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might; for there 

is no activity or planning or knowledge or wisdom in Sheol where 

you are going” (Ecc. 9:10).   

(2)  “For Sheol cannot thank You, death cannot praise You; those who 

go down to the pit cannot hope for Your faithfulness.  It is the living 

who give thanks to You, as I do today; a father tells his sons about 

Your faithfulness” (Isa. 38:18-19).   

 

(c)  At other times, it’s represented as a place where there is activity:  

“Sheol from beneath is excited over you to meet you when you come; it 

arouses for you the spirits of the dead, all the leaders of the earth; it 

raises all the kings of the nations from their thrones” (Isa. 14:9).   

(d)  It also sometimes refers to the place of torment, “For a fire is kindled in 

My anger, and burns to the lowest part of Sheol, and consumes the earth 

with its yield, and sets on fire the foundations of the mountains” (Deu. 

32:22).   

 

b.  Hades:   

(i)  The word used in the NT with essentially the same meaning as Sheol:  from 

a root meaning “not to be seen.”   

(ii)  It is the place of the dead.   

(a)  It can refer to the grave:  “For David says of Him, ‘I saw the Lord 

always in my presence; for he is at my right hand, so that I will not be 

shaken.  Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exulted; moreover 

my flesh also will live in hope; because You will not abandon my soul to 

Hades, nor allow Your holy one to undergo decay’” (Acts 2:25-27).   

(b)  But it more clearly refers to the place where the wicked are punished.   

(1)  “And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  You 

will descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom 

which occurred in you, it would have remained to this day” (Matt. 

11:23).   

(2)  “Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to 

Abraham's bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried.  In 

Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far 

away and Lazarus in his bosom” (Luke 16:22-23).   

 

c.  Gehenna:   

(i)  Originally from the Hebrew (ge ben hinnom) “the valley of the son of 

Hinnom, “He also defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the son of 

Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter pass through the 

fire for Molech” (2 Kings 23:10; referring to Josiah).   

(ii)  This valley became the place where the refuse of the city was burned – the 

fire never going out.   

(iii)  This is the word that is translated “hell” in the NT:  “You serpents, you 

brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?” (Matt. 23:33).   
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B.  Where is hell?   

1.  We might be tempted to say it’s down.   

a.  “So they and all that belonged to them went down alive to Sheol; and the earth 

closed over them, and they perished from the midst of the assembly” (Num. 

16:30).   

b.  “And you, Capernaum, will not be exalted to heaven, will you?  You will 

descend to Hades; for if the miracles had occurred in Sodom which occurred in 

you, it would have remained to this day” (Matt. 11:23).   

c.  Many Christians believe Ephesians 4:9 indicates that Jesus descended into hell 

after His death, hence hell is down, “Now this expression, ‘He ascended,’ what 

does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the 

earth?”   

 

2.  There are several reasons to believe that hell too (as well as heaven) is up.   

a.  Some of the references to its being down might be referring to the grave.   

b.  Others might be speaking metaphorically:  consider the two words that are 

compared:  exalted and descend (Matt. 11:23).   

c.  Consider too that heaven is said to be up – as we saw last week – and that 

heaven and hell can see each other:  “Now the poor man died and was carried 

away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom; and the rich man also died and was 

buried.  In Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment, and saw Abraham far 

away and Lazarus in his bosom” (Luke 16:22-23).   

d.  Edwards wrote, “Departed spirits of wicked men are doubtless carried to some 

particular place in the universe, which God has prepared to be the receptacle of 

his wicked, rebellious, and miserable [subjects]:  contrived a place of 

punishment; a place prepared on purpose to receive the filth of the creation and 

a place where the attributes of God’s revenging justice shall be glorified; a 

place, the prison, where devils and wicked men are reserved till the day of 

judgment”  (MS sermon on Romans 2:8-9; Rational Biblical Theology of 

Jonathan Edwards).   

 

C.  Why does hell exist?   

1.  Edwards answered that question in our previous quote:  as a place where the 

wicked are punished to the glory of God’s justice until the Day of Judgment.   

2.  It was originally prepared for the devil and his angels – “Then He will also say to 

those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has 

been prepared for the devil and his angels’” (Matt. 25:41).   

a.  They were the first to fall, and so it was made for them.   

b.  But once man fell, it also became the destination of the those who will not 

repent.    

 

D.  When was hell created?  When the angels fell.   

1.  It was created after the Creation week.   

a.  The Lord made all things – both heaven and earth – during the creation week 

(Gen. 1:1).   



4 

 

b.  After all was made, He pronounced it good, “God saw all that He had made, 

and behold, it was very good.  And there was evening and there was morning, 

the sixth day” (Gen. 1:31).   

c.  At this point, the angels were not yet fallen and so there was no reason for hell.    

 

2.  After the fall, hell became necessary.   

a.  A prison was needed to hold the devil and his angels, “God did not spare 

angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of 

darkness, reserved for judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4).   

b.  There is a sense in which the devil and his demons are already in hell – they 

are under God’s wrath and are suffering to some degree.   

c.  But it’s also clear that they will one day be confined and tormented more 

severely, “When He came to the other side into the country of the Gadarenes, 

two men who were demon-possessed met Him as they were coming out of the 

tombs.  They were so extremely violent that no one could pass by that way.  

And they cried out, saying, ‘What business do we have with each other, Son of 

God?  Have You come here to torment us before the time?’” (Matt. 8:28-29).   

 

E.  What is hell like?   

1.  It’s a place where damned souls are tormented by the devil.   

a.  Scripture represents fallen man as the devil’s possession, “When a strong man, 

fully armed, guards his own house, his possessions are undisturbed” (Luke 

11:21).   

b.  Those who are not spoiled by the One stronger than he remain his possession 

and so are tortured by him, “The devil stands ready to fall upon them, and seize 

them as his own, at what moment God shall permit him.  They belong to him:  

he has their souls in his possession, and under his dominion.  The Scripture 

represents them as his goods, Luke 11:21.  The devils watch them:  they are 

ever by them, at their right hand.  They stand waiting for them, like greedy 

hungry lions that see their prey, and expect to have it, but are for the present 

kept back.  If God should withdraw his hand, by which they are restrained, 

they would in one moment fly upon their poor souls.  The old serpent is gaping 

for them:  hell opens its mouth wide to receive them, and if God should permit 

it, they would be hastily swallowed up and lost” (Edwards, Sinners).   

 

2.  Worse, it’s where damned souls are subject to God’s wrath.   

a.  “For a fire is kindled in My anger, and burns to the lowest part of Sheol, and 

consumes the earth with its yield, and sets on fire the foundations of the 

mountains” (Deu. 32:22).   

b.  Edwards writes, consider “1. Whose wrath it is:  it is the wrath of the infinite 

God.  If it were only the wrath of man, though it were of the most potent 

prince, it would be comparatively little to be regarded.  The wrath of kings is 

very much dreaded, especially of absolute monarchs, who have the possessions 

and lives of their subjects wholly in their power, to be disposed of at their mere 

will.  Pro. 20:2, ‘The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion:  whoso 

provoketh him to anger, sinneth against his own soul.’  The subject that very 
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much enrages an arbitrary prince, is liable to suffer the most extreme torments 

that human art can invent, or human power can inflict.  But the greatest earthly 

potentates, in their greatest majesty and strength, and when clothed in their 

greatest terrors, are but feeble, despicable worms of the dust, in comparison of 

the great and almighty Creator and King of heaven and earth.  It is but little 

that they can do, when most enraged, and when they have exerted the utmost 

of their fury.  All the kings of the earth, before God, are as grasshoppers.  They 

are nothing, and less than nothing.  Both their love and their hatred is to be 

despised.  The wrath of the great King of kings is as much more terrible than 

theirs, as his majesty is greater. Luke 12:4, 5, ‘And I say unto you, my friends, 

Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they 

can do.  But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear:  Fear him, which after he 

hath killed, hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear him’” (Ibid.).   

c.  He continues, “2. It is the fierceness of his wrath that you are exposed to.  We 

often read of the fury of God, as in Isa. 59:18, ‘According to their deeds, 

accordingly he will repay fury to his adversaries.’  So Isa. 66:15, ‘For behold, 

the Lord will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render 

his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire.’  And in many other 

places.  So, Rev. 19:15. we read of ‘the wine-press of the fierceness and wrath 

of Almighty God.’  The words are exceeding terrible.  If it had only been said, 

‘the wrath of God,’ the words would have implied that which is infinitely 

dreadful, but it is the ‘fierceness and wrath of God.’  The fury of God! the 

fierceness of Jehovah!  O how dreadful must that be!  Who can utter or 

conceive what such expressions carry in them?  But it is also ‘the fierceness 

and wrath of Almighty God.’  As though there would be a very great 

manifestation of his almighty power in what the fierceness of his wrath should 

inflict; as though omnipotence should be as it were enraged, and exerted, as 

men are wont to exert their strength in the fierceness of their wrath.  Oh! then, 

what will be the consequence!  What will become of the poor worm that shall 

suffer it!  Whose hands can be strong?  Whose heart can endure?  To what a 

dreadful, inexpressible, inconceivable depth of misery must the poor creature 

be sunk, who shall be the subject of this!” (Ibid.).   

 

3.  Are there degrees of punishment in hell?   

a.  Jesus tells us there are, “And that slave who knew his master's will and did not 

get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one 

who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive 

but few.  And from everyone who has been given much shall much be 

required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more” 

(Luke 12:47-48).   

b.  He said to His disciples, “But whatever city you enter and they do not receive 

you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your city which clings to 

our feet, we wipe off in protest against you; yet be sure of this, that the 

kingdom of God has come near.’  I say to you, it will be more tolerable in that 

day for Sodom, than for that city.  Woe to you, Chorazin!  Woe to you, 

Bethsaida!  For if the miracles had been performed in Tyre and Sidon which 
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occurred in you, they would have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and 

ashes.  But it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the judgment, than 

for you” (Luke 10:10-14).   

c.  Solomon writes, “The conclusion, when all has been heard, is: fear God and 

keep His commandments, because this applies to every person.  For God will 

bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or 

evil” (Ecc. 12:13-14).   

d.  Paul writes, “God . . . will render to every man according to his deeds” (Rom. 

2:5-6).   

 

4.  It’s also quite likely that the sins committed in hell will also increase their 

judgment.   

a.  The sins they commit in this life only determine where the suffering begins; as 

they continue to sin, the judgment increases.   

b.  Joseph Bellamy writes, “If I were obliged to love God only because he loves 

me, is kind to me, and designs to make me happy, then, when he ceases to love 

me, to be kind to me, and to intend my happiness, all my obligations to him 

would cease; and it would be no sin not to love him.  But now, since our 

obligations to love God arise originally from his being what he is in himself, 

antecedent to all selfish considerations; therefore it will forever remain our 

duty to love him, let our circumstances, as to happiness or misery, be what they 

will.  And not to love him with all our hearts, will forever be infinitely wrong.  

Hence the guilt of the fallen angels has been increasing ever since their first 

apostasy, and the guilt of all the damned will be increasing to all eternity; and 

no doubt their punishment will increase in the same proportion.  How 

inconceivably and infinitely dreadful, therefore, will be their case, who are 

thus continually sinking deeper and deeper in that bottomless pit of woe and 

misery!  And indeed, if this be the case, hell may well be compared, as it is in 

Scripture, to a ‘bottomless pit’” (True Religion, 60).   

 

5.  How long does this punishment continue?  Forever, “And the smoke of their 

torment goes up forever and ever; they have no rest day and night” (Rev. 14:11).   

 

F.  Who will ultimately be in hell?  Everyone not redeemed by Jesus Christ.   

1.  We are conceived and born in sin, “Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in 

sin my mother conceived me” (Ps. 51:5).   

2.  That’s why we all sin, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 

(Rom. 3:23).   

3.  The consequence of sin is eternal death, “For the wages of sin is death” (6:23).   

4.  How can we escape?   

a.  By trusting in Jesus Christ and His righteousness alone.   

b.  The Philippian jailer asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” and Paul and 

Silas replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 

household” (Acts 16:30-31).  http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


