
“What Happens When We See God’s Holiness” 

(Isaiah 6:5) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

 

In the year of King Uzziah’s death,  

 

Isaiah was lifted up  

 

Into God’s throne room  

 

To hear His Word  

 

That the Lord might send him  

 

As a messenger to His people.   

 

 

There Isaiah saw God –  

 

Revealing Himself in the form of a man.   

 

 

This is how the Lord often appeared to His people –  

 

In a form they could relate to,  

 

In a way they could understand.   

 

We read in Exodus 24:9-10, “Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, 

and seventy of the elders of Israel, and they saw the God of Israel; and under His 

feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself.”   

 

This is how He came:   

 

To Abraham, when Abraham prayed for His mercy for Lot (Gen. 18:22-33);  

 

To Jacob, as Jacob wrestled with Him for the blessing (Gen. 32:24-32);  

 

And to Joshua, as the captain of the Lord’s hosts (Josh, 5:13-15).   

 

 

We should assume  
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That when the Lord appeared in this way,  

 

It wasn’t the Father,  

 

But the Second Person, or the Eternal Son of God:   

 

It’s through the Son the Father deals with fallen humanity;  

 

He’s the One the Father sent into the world to reveal Him:   

 

John writes, “No one has seen God [i.e., the Father] at any time; the only begotten 

God who is in the bosom of the Father [i.e., the Son], He has explained Him” 

(John 1:18).   

 

And John actually tells us He is the One Isaiah saw:   

 

He writes in 12:37-41, “But though He [i.e., Jesus] had performed so many signs 

before them, yet they were not believing in Him.  This was to fulfill the word of 

Isaiah the prophet which he spoke:  ‘LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR 

REPORT?  AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN 

REVEALED?’  For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, ‘HE 

HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO 

THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE 

WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM.’  These 

things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him.”   

 

 

B.  Preview.   

 

But Isaiah didn’t just see His human form,  

 

He also saw His glory:   

 

The Lord was high and lifted up;  

 

Seated on His throne;  

 

His train – the glorious light that was all around Him –  

 

Filled the temple;  

 

The seraphim – the guardians of God’s holiness –  

 

Surrounded Him and were worshiping Him;  
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They were shielding their faces  

 

From the glory shining from Him;  

 

They covered their feet  

 

To show their humility;  

 

And one of them cried out to the other:   

 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory” (v. 3),  

 

With a voice so loud that it made the floor shake,  

 

As the cloud of His glory filled the temple.   

 

 

And notice how Isaiah responded:   

 

He cried out, “Woe is me, for I am ruined!  Because I am a man of unclean lips, 

and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the 

LORD of hosts” (Isa. 6:5).   

 

He understood that he would have been destroyed  

 

By the Lord’s presence, but for His mercy –  

 

As God said to Moses, “No man can see Me and live!” (Ex. 33:20).   

 

When Isaiah saw the Lord,  

 

He saw himself as he had likely never seen himself before.   

 

 

This morning, let’s consider three things:   

 

1.  That it’s when we see the Lord  

 

That we see what we really are.   

 

2.  That it’s good for us to see this.   

 

3.  How we can see the Lord.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, it’s when we see the Lord  
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That we see what we really are.   

 

 

One of the ways we grow as Christians  

 

Is by comparing ourselves with others.   

 

Role models are very important.   

 

Paul writes to the Philippians, “Brethren, join in following my example, and 

observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us” (3:17).   

 

One of the reasons  

 

We enjoy reading the biographies  

 

Of those the Lord used so powerfully  

 

Is because we’re hoping that through their examples  

 

We’ll be encouraged in our Christian walk.   

 

 

But if we never look beyond them,  

 

We’re not really going far enough.   

 

What if we were to reach the level  

 

Of a Spurgeon, Whitefield, or an Edwards?   

 

Have we arrived?   

 

 

Jesus tells us the standard is God’s holiness.   

 

He says, “You are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).   

 

Can any of us say we’ve reached that?   

 

We can’t, if we’ve seen Him.   

 

 

Job was one of the most godly men of his day,  
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But when he saw God, he said, “I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear; but 

now my eye sees You; therefore I retract, and I repent in dust and ashes” (Job 

42:5-6).   

 

 

We can see some of our shortcomings  

 

When we compare ourselves  

 

With those who are better than we are.   

 

But we’ll never see ourselves as we should,  

 

Until we compare ourselves with God.   

 

 

Isaiah didn’t see just how sinful he was –  

 

And those around him –  

 

Until he stood in God’s presence:   

 

He says, “I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips” (v. 

5).   

 

 

He didn’t know  

 

Just how hateful his sin was in God’s eyes  

 

Until that moment:   

 

He says, “Woe is me, for I am ruined” (v. 5).   

 

 

A candle may seem bright in a dark room,  

 

But when you take it outside on a sunny day,  

 

It’s hard to tell whether it’s even burning.   

 

In the same way,  

 

We might think we’re not doing too badly,  

 

Until we stand in the presence of God.   



6 

 

 

B.  Now is this a useful road to go down?   

 

Is it good for us to see our sins?   

 

Or should we simply focus on God’s love,  

 

Know that His grace covers our sins,  

 

And not be too concerned about how we live?   

 

 

Remember what Jesus says:   

 

“You are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. 5:48).   

 

We have to know what His perfection is,  

 

And our imperfection,  

 

So that we might turn from the one,  

 

And embrace the other.   

 

 

Paul writes, “How shall we who died to sin still live in it?” (Rom. 6:2).   

 

He goes on to say regarding Jesus, “For the death that He died, He died to sin once 

for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God.  Even so consider yourselves 

to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus.  Therefore do not let sin reign 

in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go on presenting the 

members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present 

yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as 

instruments of righteousness to God.  For sin shall not be master over you, for 

you are not under law but under grace” (vv. 10-14).   

 

When we came to Jesus,  

 

We died with Him,  

 

And having died with Him,  

 

We are now to consider ourselves dead to sin.   

 

How can we do this  
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Unless we see our sins?   

 

 

We need to see our sins,  

 

So that we might be humbled.   

 

 

The Lord tells us in many places  

 

That humility is what He prizes:   

 

David writes, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite 

heart, O God, You will not despise” (Ps. 51:17).   

 

Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 

(Matt. 5:3).   

 

Peter writes, “You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, 

clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO 

THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  Therefore humble 

yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper 

time” (1 Pet. 5:5-6).   

 

 

Seeing our sins will humble us:   

 

Jesus illustrates this so well in His Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector:   

 

“And He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they 

were righteous, and viewed others with contempt:  ‘Two men went up into the 

temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood 

and was praying this to himself:  “God, I thank You that I am not like other 

people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice 

a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.”  But the tax collector, standing some 

distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating 

his breast, saying, “God, be merciful to me, the sinner!”  I tell you, this man 

went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself 

will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 18:9-14).   

 

 

Our world is so steeped in the doctrine of self-esteem,  

 

We tend to think it’s a sin to see ourselves as falling short.   
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But Jesus tells us we are blessed  

 

If we see our shortcomings,  

 

And confess and humble ourselves before God.   

 

It’s only those who do that He forgives.   

 

After Isaiah saw the Lord,  

 

And confessed his sin,  

 

We read in verses 6-7, “Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in 

his hand, which he had taken from the altar with tongs.  He touched my mouth 

with it and said, ‘Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity is taken 

away and your sin is forgiven.’”   

 

John tells us in 1 John 1:8-9, “If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving 

ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 

righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”   

 

 

Here is a wonderful OT picture of the Gospel:   

 

When Isaiah confessed his sin,  

 

He was cleansed –  

 

By the same sacrifice  

 

That cleanses us:  the blood of Jesus.   

 

 

If you’ve never come to Jesus,  

 

If you’re willing to confess your sins,  

 

And turn from them to Jesus,  

 

He will cleanse you as well.   

 

 

But let’s also not forget  

 

That it’s also only those  
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Who humble themselves  

 

That the Lord will use in His kingdom.   

 

 

Paul, who was arguably  

 

The best servant Jesus ever had  

 

Was also the one who was most humbled by his sins.   

 

He writes to Timothy,  

 

Towards the end of his life,  

 

“It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. Yet for this reason 

I found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might demonstrate His 

perfect patience as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal 

life” (1 Tim. 1:15-16).   

 

 

Is it good for us to see our sins?   

 

If we don’t see them,  

 

We won’t turn from them,  

 

And if we aren’t humbled by them,  

 

We won’t be useful to God.   

 

 

The best way to see them  

 

Is to see look at God’s perfection.   

 

 

C.  Finally, how can we see this?   

 

 

We don’t live in Isaiah’s day,  

 

And even if we did,  

 

There were only a very few  
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That were blessed with this sight.   

 

 

There are though at least two things  

 

That can help us:   

 

 

First, we can read the Law of God –  

 

James tells us that it’s like a mirror  

 

That can show our spiritual condition:   

 

Warts and all (James 1:23-24) –  

 

The Lord gave it to us to show us our imperfections,  

 

So that it might drive us to Jesus (Gal. 3:24),  

 

And having come to Jesus,  

 

How we are to live.   

 

 

We should especially read Jesus’ explanation of the Law  

 

In the Sermon on the Mount –  

 

He tells us that it goes beyond what we do,  

 

Reaching also to what we want and think.   

 

If you can read that sermon,  

 

And not see that you fall short,  

 

You don’t really understand it.   

  

 

But better yet,  

 

We can look at the example  

 

That the One Isaiah saw gave us  
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When He came into the world:   

 

We can look to Jesus:   

 

 

Remember, He came to reveal God (John 1:18).   

 

It’s true that His deity was veiled by His humanity,  

 

So that He didn’t seem to have the same effect  

 

As He did when Isaiah saw Him.   

 

 

But there were those occasions  

 

When He showed His disciples  

 

Who He really was –  

 

Such as on the Mount of Transfiguration,  

 

Or when the wind and the waves obeyed Him –  

 

And what they saw terrified them.   

 

We read in Mark 4:41, “They became very much afraid and said to one another, 

‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?’”   

 

Literally, Mark says, “They feared with a great fear.”   

 

 

Jesus didn’t come to terrorize us –  

 

We shouldn’t assume  

 

That He appeared to Isaiah as He did  

 

To terrorize him either.   

 

 

He came to show us our sins,  

 

So that we might turn to Him and be saved,  
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And having been saved,  

 

That we might humble ourselves  

 

And serve Him in love and humility.   

 

 

May the Lord then show us  

 

More of what He is like,  

 

So that by His grace,  

 

We might humble ourselves  

 

And become more useful to Him.  Amen.   

 

 

http://www.gcmodesto.org 


