
 

“What Does the Lord Require from You?” 
Deuteronomy 10:12-13 

 
 
 

Introduction:  This morning’s text asks a question, a question that should be on the hearts and in 
the minds of every true believer.  “What does the Lord require of you?”  Perhaps we don’t 
often ask ourselves this question.  We may ask, “What has the Lord done for me?”  That is, 
“What has He done for me through His Son, Christ Jesus?”  “What is there pertaining to life and 
godliness that He has not given to me through Him?”  Or perhaps we ask, “What can the Lord 
do for me?”  “What should I pray for?”  “Whom should I pray for?”  But seldom, I believe, do 
we ever ask the question, “What does the Lord require of me?”  Now it is true that the Lord has 
done everything for us in the matter of salvation.  We had failed to live up to God’s holy 
standard as revealed in His Word; we were all under the curse of the covenant of Works.  But 
God saved us by sending His Son to keep that covenant perfectly and to give His life to wash 
away our sins.  Christ has done this for you, if you are His sheep this morning.  But having 
been saved the question we should ask ourselves daily, is “Now that I have received the grace of 
God, how am I supposed to live?”  Or, as Paul asked on the road to Damascus after the Lord had 
gloriously changed his heart, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” (Acts 9:6 [KJV]).   
“What do You now require of me, seeing that You have paid so great a price to redeem my soul 
from the ravages of sin and hell?”  Isn’t this the question you are asking yourself?  Don’t you 
want to know the will of the One who saved you and loves you?  If you do, then pay close 
attention, for the Lord gives us a summary answer in our text this morning.  And what He tells 
us is,   
 
 You are to love the Lord your God with all your heart, and do all that He commands you.   
 
I.  These Requirements, Which Here Are Given to the Old Covenant People of God, Are Really 

No Different than His Requirements for You Under the New Covenant.   
A.  Remember that Old Covenant believers were saved in the same way that you are.   

1.  Never allow yourself to think that they were saved by their own works.  They were not 
saved by law-keeping.  They were not under the covenant of Works.   

2.  It is true that that Covenant was always in the background for any who would dare to 
try and save themselves.  God ordained it to humble them, to convict them, and to 
continually show them their need for His Messiah.   

3.  But they were never saved by works.  They were saved by grace of Christ, through 
faith, even as we are.       

 
B.  And Since the Salvation They Enjoyed Was the Same, So Was the Duty which the Lord 

Required of Them, Namely, Love and Obedience.   
1.  Again, this week we need to be reminded, and to dismiss once and for all from our 

minds the idea that God placed a greater stress on works in the Old Covenant, than He 
does in the New.   
a.  God did not require of them greater obedience than he does for us.   
b.  The requirements are the same for both.   
c.  Works were necessary for them.  Works are just as necessary for us now.     
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2.  As a matter of fact, we might even say that works are just as necessary now under the 

Covenant of Grace as they were under the Covenant of Works, only for a different 
reason.   
a.  Now, I am not talking about the Old and New Covenants which are both an 

application of the Covenant of Grace, but of the difference between the Covenant 
made with Adam and the Covenant made with Christ.   

b.  In both cases, the reward was to come on the basis of works, that principle which 
says, “do this and you will live.”   

c.  Adam, though his works did not earn the great reward offered to him, yet they 
formed the basis of the reward, which reward was to be confirmed in everlasting 
holiness and blessedness, both for himself and for his posterity.   

d.  Christ, acting on our behalf in the Covenant of Grace, actually did earn the reward 
for His people.  His work really merited forgiveness and the everlasting inheritance.   

e.  But, in this Covenant of Grace, even though Christ earned perfect righteousness for 
His people, and that righteousness is given to us as a free gift of His grace, works are 
still necessary, just as necessary as they were under the Covenant of Works, but for a 
different reason.   

f.  Our works do not merit, or earn, anything.  They in no way form the foundation of 
our salvation.   

g.  But apart from these works of righteousness, which works are according to the Law, 
we cannot be saved.  Why is that?  Why is it that if Christ has done it all, I must 
now do anything?     

h.  It is because the Bible tells us that there is no true justification, without a true 
sanctification, which immediately follows.  There is no true cleansing from sin, and 
an everlasting reward obtained, without a resulting change of life.     

i.  This is what James meant where he wrote, “Even so faith, if it has no works, is 
dead, being by itself” (2:17), and, “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, 
so also faith without works is dead” (v. 26).   

j.  Works, the works of obedience, the fruit of righteousness, must be in your life, or 
you are not born again.   

k.  That was true of the Old Testament saints, and it is also true of the New.   
l.  The main difference between what was expected of them, and what is expected of 

us, is that they had also to keep the ceremonial law, for it foreshadowed Christ and 
His work.  But since Christ has come, the ceremonial law has been fulfilled and 
abrogated.   

m.  But the point is, with respect to out passage this morning, is that what was here 
required of them, is what is also required of us as followers of the Lamb.   

 
II.  I Think the Main Requirement in Our Text, and that which Can Be Used to Summarize the 

Others, Is that God Calls You to Fear Him.   
A.  Now This Is Not a New Concept to You, But One Which Continually Needs to Be 

Emphasized Because of What I Have Already Said.  Many Today Think that Only the Old 
Covenant People of God Needed to Fear Him, But New Covenant Believers Do Not.     
1.  It is certain from this passage and others in the Old Testament, that believers were 

commanded to have this reverential fear of the Lord.   
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a.  Moses said to the Israelites, “The LORD commanded us to observe all these 
statutes, to fear the LORD our God for our good always and for our survival, as 
it is today” (Deu. 6:24).   

b.  He said, “You shall fear the LORD your God; you shall serve Him and cling to 
Him, and you shall swear by His name” (10:20).   

 
2.  But I would again submit to you that this is our duty in the New Covenant as well.     

a.  Our Lord said, “And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill 
the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell” 
(Matt. 10:28).   

b.  And Luke records that this is in fact what the pious did, “So the church 
throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; 
and, going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it 
continued to increase” (Acts 9:31).   

c.  This fear is one that continues today, because God does not change.  If He was 
fearful then, He is fearful now.   

 
B.  We Should Therefore Fear the Lord.     

1.  Why would anyone think that we were not to fear this great and awesome God?   
a.  I believe that it usually comes from a misunderstanding of who God is.   
b.  When we allow one of His divine and glorious attributes to overshadow the others, 

or even to eliminate them, then we can fall into a distorted view of God.     
c.  If we believe that God is only wrathful and angry, to the point where it overshadows 

His love, then we have distorted the truth of who God is.   
d.  If we believe that God is only love, and do away with His justice and holy 

vengeance, then we have again believed a lie.   
e.  It seems today that we are far more prone to fall into this second category.  And this 

belief is one of the major reasons why those who profess godliness today do not fear 
the Lord.   

f.  If God only loves and forgives, then why would you be afraid of Him?   
g.  But if He is angry with sin and sinners, if He cannot overlook the transgressions of 

His holy Law, if He will inflict punishment on those who do evil, then He is to be 
feared.   

 
2.  It is not a mark of ungodliness to fear the Lord, but of godliness.   

a.  Moses himself feared the Lord.  When he saw the awful revelation of the Lord on 
Mount Sinai, he said, “I am full of fear and trembling” (Heb. 12:21).  Moses was 
not a weak and immature believer, but a most holy and godly man.  And yet he 
feared the Lord.   

b.  Paul was no stranger to this fear.  Looking forward to that most terrible  judgment 
of God on the Last Day, he said, “Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we 
persuade men, but we are made manifest to God; and I hope that we are made 
manifest also in your consciences” (2 Cor. 2:11).   

c.  Our Lord Himself also feared God.  Isaiah writes of the Messiah, “And He will 
delight in the fear of the Lord” (Isa. 11:3).   

d.  If you are to please the Lord, if you are to do His will, you too must fear Him.  He 
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is a holy God and is too pure of eyes to look upon sin.  You, in yourself, are a 
sinner.  You are unholy.   

e.  He is a powerful God.  If He were to fall upon you in His wrath, He would utterly 
destroy you.   

f.  He is a sovereign God.  Your future happiness or torment is sovereignly in His 
hands.  Should you fear the Lord?  I think so.  Your destiny is in His power.    

g.  But you might say, “Why should I fear God?  Isn’t it true that if I am trusting in 
Christ that I can never be lost?  Isn’t it true that God will preserve me forever?”   

h.  It is true that once you are in the grace of God, you will never be lost.  But the only 
way that you can know that you are the Lord’s is if you persevere in the fear of God 
and holiness.  If you do not, then you must fear that you are not converted at all.   

i.  How can you know if you fear Him?  If there is a true fear of God in your heart, it 
will show in your life.  You will do what God commands, and you will keep from 
doing that which he hates (Edwards Affections 337).   
(i)  You will hate evil, as Solomon wrote, “The fear of the Lord is to hate evil” 

(Prov. 8:13).    
(ii)  You will keep yourself from speaking evil, as David wrote, “Come, you 

children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.  Who is the 
man who desires life, and loves length of days that he may see good?  Keep 
your tongue from evil, and your lips from speaking deceit.  Depart from evil, 
and do good; seek peace, and pursue it” (Ps. 34:11-14).   

(iii)  And you will run from all evil.  Solomon wrote, “By the fear of the Lord, 
men depart from evil” (Prov. 16:6), even as God said of Job, “There is no one 
like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, fearing God and turning 
away from evil” (Job 1:8).   

(iv)  You too must depart from evil and embrace the good.     
(v)  Can you afford to be indifferent to the fear of God?  Paul said to those Gentiles 

who boasted that the Jews were broken off so that they might be grafted in, 
“Quite right, they were broken off for their unbelief, but you stand by your 
faith.  Do not be conceited, but fear; for if God did not spare the natural 
branches, neither will He spare you.  Behold then the kindness and severity 
of God; to those who fell, severity, but to you, God’s kindness, if you continue 
in His kindness; otherwise you also will be cut off” (Rom 11:19-20).   

(vi)  You will not lose your salvation if you do not fear the Lord.  You will only 
demonstrate that you were never saved to begin with.   

 
3.  Seeing then that the fear of the Lord encompasses not only the turning from all evil, 

but also the doing of what is right, I would like to briefly consider the final points of 
this text as applications of how you are to fear Him, as those actions which will flow 
from the spring of this fear.   
a.  The first thing you will do if you fear Him is you will walk in all His ways.   

(i)  Walking has to do with how you will actually conduct your life.   
(ii)  The Christian life is often likened to a man who walks on a path.   
(iii)  The man who doesn’t fear God is on the very broad path of destruction.  It is 

so broad that he would have to move quite a bit out of the way of sin to get off of 
it and to avoid its destination, which is hell.  The only way that he can leave the 
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path is to enter the other path, through Jesus Christ.   
(iv)  The other path is narrow.  It is the path which leads to life.  Those who walk 

on it are those who practice righteousness as a pattern of life.   
(v)  It is narrow, because the paths or ways of the Lord are very narrow and 

exacting.   
(vi)  I found a passage in Bunyon’s Grace Abounding that explains this so well.  He 

says, “About this time the state and happiness of these poor people at Bedford 
were thus in a kind of vision presented to me. I saw as if they were on the sunny 
side of some high mountain, there refreshing themselves with the pleasant beams 
of the sun, while I was shivering and shrinking in the cold, afflicted with frost, 
snow, and dark clouds. Methought also between me and them I saw a wall that 
did compass about this mountain. Now through this wall my soul did greatly 
desire to pass, concluding that if I could I would even go into the very midst of 
them, and there also comfort myself with the heat of their sun. About this wall I 
bethought myself to go again and again, still prying as I went to see if I could find 
some way or passage by which I might enter therein, but none could I find for 
some time. At the last I saw as it were a narrow gap, like a little doorway in the 
wall, through which I attempted to pass. Now the passage being very straight and 
narrow, I made many efforts to get in, but all in vain, even until I was well-nigh 
quite beat out by striving to get in; at last, with great striving, methought I at first 
did get in my head, and after that, by a sidelong striving, my shoulders and my 
whole body; then I was exceeding glad, and went and sat down in the midst of 
them, and so was comforted with the light and heat of their sun.   

  Now this mountain and wall were thus made out to me. The mountain 
signified the church of the living God; the sun that shone thereon, the comfortable 
shining of his merciful face on them that were therein: the wall I thought was the 
wall that did make separation between Christians and the world; and the gap that 
was in the wall I thought was Jesus Christ, who is the way to God the Father. John 
14:6; Matthew 7:14. But forasmuch as the passage was wonderful narrow, even so 
narrow that I could not but with great difficulty enter in thereat, it showed me that 
none could enter into life but those that were in downright earnest, and unless also 
they left that wicked world behind them, for here was only room for body and 
soul, but not for body and soul and sin” (26 [Sage]).   

(vii)  The fear of the Lord is to walk in the ways of the Lord, which ways will not 
allow you to have the world and heaven too.   

 
b.  The second thing you will do if you fear the Lord is that you will love Him.   

(i)  I don’t need to labor the point of what love is.   
(ii)  It is to have your heart and affections strongly attracted to God.  Your heart, as 

it were, goes out to Him, desires Him, it will not rest until it has obtained Him.   
(iii)  The Lord calls you to love Him with the strongest possible love.  You are to 

“love the Lord your God will all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and with all your strength” (Mark 12:30).   

(iv)  This means that there is nothing that you will desire more than Him.  There is 
nothing that your soul will be satisfied with besides Him.  There is nothing that 
you would rather think about than Him.  And there is nothing you would rather 
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do than serve Him with all your strength.   
 

c.  And that brings us to the next point.  The third thing you will do if you fear the 
Lord is that you will serve the Lord with all your heart and soul.   
(i)  There will be no question of what you are to do.  The only thing that is worth 

doing is to be engaged in the service of  the Lord.   
(ii)  This will be the desire of your heart, and the desire of your soul.   
(iii)  You will yearn, your heart will ache if it cannot do what He has commanded.   
(iv)  There will be no part of your heart which you will allow to be given over to do 

any evil.  All the corruption of your soul will be like a loathsome disease that you 
long to be rid of.   

 
d.  And this brings us to the last point.  Fourthly, if you fear the Lord you will keep 

His commandments and his statutes.   
(i)  The commandments, remember, tell you how to love the Lord in a way that is 

pleasing to Him.   
(ii)  They map out for you the path of the Christian life; they show you the ways of 

righteousness.   
(iii)  And they also reveal that service which is acceptable to Him.   
(iv)  To keep the commandments means to watch over them to make sure that you 

are doing them.  This you will do if you fear the Lord.   
 

e.  But lastly, you must not forget the benefits which the Lord also promises to you.  
This is for your good.   
(i)  Whatever the Lord requires of you is always for your good.   
(ii)  When you do what is pleasing to the Lord, then the Lord honors you with His 

kindness.  The Psalmist writes, “The Lord favors those who fear Him, those 
who wait for His lovingkindness” (Ps. 147:11).   

(iii)  If you fear Him, walk in His ways, love Him, serve Him, and keep His 
commandments, you are in the path to heaven, by His grace.  You can have no 
greater assurance that you are than when you walk like this.  And there can be no 
greater good to you in this life and in the life to come than to be on this path.     

(iv)  But you may say, “How can I do all these things?  Isn’t this beyond the power 
and ability of man to do?”  Yes it is, but it is not beyond God’s power.  If you 
have trusting in Christ, then the ability to do them is already within you, and the 
doing of them must be in some measure.   

(v)  But if these graces are weak in you, then I would call you to a diligent use of 
God’s means of grace to infuse into them new power.  If they are there, they will 
grow and increase and they will flourish with His blessing.   

(vi)  But if they are not there.  If these things have not been your experience in 
some measure as a pattern of life, then you need to come to the Savior to work 
His work of grace in your heart.  You need to have your heart circumcised by the 
Spirit of God.  You need to have your sins washed away by the blood of the 
Lamb.   

(vii)  Come to Christ.  Turn from your sins and embrace Him by faith.  He did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.   
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(viii)  And then walk in the path of His righteousness.  You will find it to be a 
spring of life.  Solomon wrote, “The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, that 
one may avoid the snares of death” (Prov. 14:27).  Amen.   


