
“What Do You Think about the Christ?” 
(Matthew 22:41-46) 

 
 
 

 “What do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?”  This was the question 
Jesus asked the Pharisees many years ago in order to make them think seriously about 
what the Scriptures had to say regarding the Messiah.  They knew that the Christ was to 
be born in David’s line, but somehow they didn’t understand that He was also to be the 
Son of God.  Now their mistake is not that unusual, although because of their knowledge 
of the Scriptures it was much more inexcusable.  There are many today who do the same 
thing.  Muslims believe that Jesus was only a prophet, a great prophet, to be sure, but not 
as great as their prophet Mohammed.  Jehovah’s Witnesses also believe that Jesus is 
great, much greater than any man.  They believe He is some kind of lesser god.  But they 
do not believe that He is the Almighty God.  And the Mormons, as you already know, 
though they believe that Jesus is God, they do not believe that He is the same God as the 
Father, but a created god, even as the Father, in their way of thinking, is also a created 
god.  But besides these groups there are still many more people – some of them in the 
church and some of them not – who, although they believe that Jesus was a great man, a 
great teacher, that He was the son of David, and that He was even the Son of God – at 
least in the sense that He was of one mind with this eternal spirit who is God – still do not 
believe that He was the Son of the One and only true God of Creation, the God of the 
Bible, and that being His Son, He is also God.  As a matter of fact, a recent poll has 
shown that a majority of those in the church today who call themselves Christians do not 
believe that Jesus is God at all.  Now is it important to believe that Jesus is God?  Can a 
person be saved without believing this?  The answer is no.  Unless a person believes in 
the real Jesus, in the One who is both God and man, and of course in the right way of 
salvation – salvation through faith in His name – he cannot be saved.  The same holds 
true for us as well.  No one was ever saved by believing in a mere name.  It’s not the 
name of Jesus that saves us, but the person that name refers to.  That’s why it’s important 
for us to study God’s Word to know who this Jesus is, and to believe in the Jesus that 
Word reveals.   
 Now while the Pharisees were still gathered together after their last attack, Jesus 
decided to ask them a question.  It’s at this point that He begins what we might call His 
counter-attack.  Up to this point, He had simply been answering their questions.  Now He 
has one of His own.  And notice that Jesus doesn’t try to trick them or use any special 
strategy to divide and conquer them.  Those who have weak arguments need to do this, 
but Jesus didn’t.  He given His opponents every possible advantage against Him, but they 
failed to trap Him.  Now He will ask them a question, and by so doing, silence them 
forever.   
 Now the question Jesus asked was not hard, but one they could easily answer.  
Matthew Henry suggests that it came right out of their own catechism.  He asked, “What 
do you think about the Christ, whose son is He?”  In other words, into whose family was 
the Messiah going to be born?  Well, they knew the answer to this.  They said, “David’s,” 
and they were right.  This is exactly what the Scriptures said.  Adam Clarke, the great 
Wesleyan commentator, tells us that in those days the genealogical records still existed.  
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It was still possible to trace a person’s lineage back to their ancestors.  This, as a matter 
of fact, is exactly what Matthew and Luke did in their Gospels to show that Jesus was 
from the line of David.  They didn’t have these genealogies memorized.  They simply 
went to the records to search them out.  The Pharisees could have done this too, if they 
had wanted to.  But they didn’t.  Their hearts were too hard.  But still they knew the 
Scriptures and the Scriptures clearly said that the Christ was coming from David’s line.  
The Lord says in Psalm 89:35-36, “Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to 
David.  His descendants shall endure forever, and his throne as the sun before Me.”  And 
He says through Isaiah the prophet, “Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and 
a branch from his roots will bear fruit. . . .  There will be no end to the increase of His 
government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and 
to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore.  The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will accomplish this” (11:1; 9:7).   
 Ah, but now comes the punch line.  Jesus asked them, If this is so, if the Messiah 
is to be the son of David, “then how does David in the Spirit (that is, under the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit), call Him ‘Lord,’ saying, ‘The Lord said to My Lord, “Sit at My right 
hand, until I put Your enemies beneath Your feet?”  If David calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He 
his son” (vv. 43-44)?  Do you see the problem here?  If they were right about the Messiah 
being the son of David, which they were, then why does David himself call Him ‘Lord.’  
‘Lord’ is a title of superiority.  A son is never superior to his father, but the father to his 
son.  If David calls his own son ‘Lord,’ somehow his Son must be greater than he is.  But 
how can this be? – I want you to notice, by the way, that Jesus is building His argument 
on a single word, the word ‘Lord.’  This is the same thing the apostle Paul does in 
Galatians 3:16 with the word ‘seed,’ saying that the promise to Abraham was not to his 
seeds, but to his seed, that is Christ.  He builds his whole case on one word showing us 
that every word in Scripture is exactly what and where God wants it to be.  Every word is 
inspired. – But getting back to our question, How can the Son of David be greater than 
David?  The fact is, they didn’t know.  It was a mystery to them.  But should they have 
known?  Yes.  Isaiah had already answered this question in one of his most well-known 
statements about the Messiah, in the verse just before the one I already quoted.  Before he 
said that the Christ would sit on David’s throne, he said, “For a child will be born to us, a 
son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (9:6).  
There really wasn’t any mystery as to how David’s Son could be greater than David 
himself, He would also be God.  Jesus has two natures.  He is both human and divine.  
Paul writes in Romans 1:3-4 that Jesus “was born of a descendant of David according to 
the flesh,” but that He was also “declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection 
from the dead.”  This is really the only way that salvation could come to man – through 
One who was both God and man.  The payment we owe to God’s justice is infinite, it is 
without limits, because we have sinned against an infinite God.  As I’ve said in the past, 
this is the reason why the suffering of the damned in hell goes on forever.  They can 
never suffer enough for their crimes against God, and so they must suffer eternally.  This 
is what we deserve for our sins.  Therefore, if man is to be saved, there must be an equal 
payment, and infinite one.  But only God can make this kind of payment, because He is 
the only One who is infinitely worthy.  But the problem is God can’t make this payment 
as God.  The wages of sin is death, and God can’t die.  Not only this, but He doesn’t owe 
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this debt; man does.  That is why Jesus had to become a man.  As man, He can pay the 
debt in our place.  As man, He can die for us.  And as God, His payment can have infinite 
value, so that it can fully pay our debt.  And this is what He did.  Being God, He became 
a man and took upon Himself our obligation to keep the law and the debt that we owed to 
the Law, and laid down His life for us, that we might have eternal life.  We should be 
encouraged by this, that if an infinite payment was made for our sins, then there is no sin 
which the Lord can’t forgive or is unwilling to forgive, if we truly turn from all of our 
sins and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation.  The only sin which God will not 
forgive is the blasphemy against His Spirit.  If a person commits this, he will never 
repent, because he has forever offended the only One who can bring him to a true and 
saving repentance.   
 But I also want you to notice that Jesus didn’t quote just the part of the verse that 
has the word “Lord” in it, He quoted the whole verse, “The Lord said to My Lord, ‘Sit at 
My right hand, until I put Your enemies beneath Your feet’” (v. 44)?  There is more here 
which shows why David called His Son Lord, and more that shows who He really is.  
This is the One who would one day be called by God to sit at His right hand, at the place 
of greatest honor in His kingdom.  And He would sit there until the Father subdued all of 
His enemies under His feet.  The Messiah was to be given authority over all heaven and 
earth.  He was to rule in a world that would be opposed to Him.  But yet every single one 
of them would eventually be subdued and subjected to Him by the Father.  In other 
words, the Messiah was to be the King of kings and the Lord of lords (Rev. 17:14; 
19:16), a title given to God alone, showing that what Paul says is true, He is “God over 
all, blessed forever” (Rom. 9:5).   
 Now the Pharisees should have known this, but they didn’t.  Why?  After all, they 
had many clear passages in the Scripture that revealed this, the same passages we look at 
in the Old Testament that show us the same thing.  The answer is that their sin hindered 
them.  They didn’t have the anointing which teaches them all things (1 John 2:20, 27).  
God’s Word is really a closed book to those who don’t have His Spirit.  Now does this 
mean that a person who is unconverted can’t read the Bible and discover that Jesus is 
God?  No.  They can.  But since knowing this is true doesn’t automatically give them the 
heart to submit to Him, they have to do one of two things:  they either have to convince 
themselves that the Bible isn’t true, that God really doesn’t exist, that there really isn’t 
any last judgment and no heaven or hell; or they have to convince themselves that 
somehow they really do love Him and that they really are serving Him, and are therefore 
on their way to heaven, when they really aren’t.  Of course the Pharisees didn’t fall into 
either category.  They simply denied that the Messiah was who the Scripture said He 
would be and that Jesus was that Messiah.  I hope you realize this morning that to fall 
into any of these categories is to fall short of God’s glory.  Those who deny the truth of 
God’s Word, will be lost.  Those who believe it, but do not love and obey Him, will be 
lost.  And those who believe it, but deny that Jesus is the Son of God, as well as the Son 
of David, will be lost.  In order to be saved you must believe the Bible, believe in the 
Christ of the Bible, love Him and His Father, and live the life the Lord calls you to live.  
Every Christian knows this is true.  Anything less than this is only playing games with 
God.   
 And so what do you think about the Christ this morning?  Whose Son is He?  Is 
He the Son of David?  Is He the Son of God?  Do you believe this?  And what do you 



4 

think about His commandments?  David in the Spirit called Him ‘Lord,’ the One who had 
authority over him, the one he must submit to with all his heart.  Is this what you are 
doing?  Is Jesus more than just a Savior to you from the consequences of your sins, is He 
also the One who is saving you from its power, from your sinning against Him now?  
And do you love Him?  Is He the fairest among ten thousand to you, the bright and 
morning star?  The Bible says that He must be all of this to you, if you are truly one of 
His children.  If you find that He is, then praise God for His mercy.  You have found one 
more of the comforts the Lord has for His people, the assurance that He is yours by your 
love and submission to Him.  But if you find that He is not all these things to you, then 
may the Lord grant you the grace you need to reach out to Him this morning by faith and 
take hold of Him that you might find Jesus Christ to be all this and more.   

Because through their questions the Pharisees had not been able to trip Him up, 
and because He had only put them to shame each time they tried, they didn’t dare to ask 
Him any more questions.  Instead they began to plot as to how they might kill Him.  Here 
were some men who said they believed the Scriptures, but hated Christ.  Don’t let this be 
true of you.  Love Him with your whole heart, serve Him with all that is in you.  Trust in 
Him and in His righteousness for your salvation at all times.  The Bible says that whoever 
believes in Him will never be disappointed (Rom. 10:11).  Amen.   


