
“What Do You See?” 

(Mark 8:22-26) 

 

 

 

I.  Introduction.   

A.  Orientation.   

1.  Last time we were in Mark, we saw Jesus again get into the boat with His 

disciples to cross the Sea of Galilee.   

a.  Realizing they forgot to bring enough bread for thirteen men, the disciples 

were concerned what Jesus might think.   

b.  They soon found that He wasn’t so concerned about the bread they forgot as 

about the leaven they were to avoid – the teaching of the Pharisees, 

Sadducees and the Herodians.   

 

2.  Your Lord warns you to watch out for false doctrine.   

a.  It’s true that some errors can only harm you.   

b.  But others can destroy you.   

(i)  The kind the Pharisees, Sadducees and Herodians held to.   

(a)  That keeping the Law can save you.   

(b)  That there is nothing after death – you just cease to exist.   

 

(ii)  Anything that strikes at foundation of Christianity will condemn you.   

(a)  You must believe the fundamentals:   

(1)  That the Bible is His Word.   

(2)  That God is three persons.   

(3)  That Jesus was born of a Virgin,  

(A)  That He is God and man,  

(B)  And that He is the only Redeemer of mankind.   

 

(4)  That you are saved only by trusting in Him and His perfect 

obedience and death on the cross, and turning from all your sins.   

 

(b)  If you believe otherwise, you will be lost.   

 

c.  You have to understand and believe these things at least at some level.   

(i)  You don’t need to understand them perfectly or obey perfectly to be 

saved.   

(ii)  As we’ll see this morning, these are areas in which you will grow.   

(iii)  But these are areas in which you should want to grow.   

 

B.  Preview.   

1.  This morning, we see Jesus return to Bethsaida.   

a.  Bethsaida was a town in Galilee, on the west side of the Sea of Galilee, in the 

land of Gennesaret.   

(i)  This was where Peter, Andrew and Philip originally lived.   
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(ii)  These are also the people Jesus would later reprove because He had done 

so much there, and yet they hadn’t believed.   

 

b.  As soon as they landed, some of them brought a blind man to Jesus – they 

brought him because they cared about him and knew Jesus could do 

something to help him.   

(i)  Let’s not forget about how these examples can encourage us.   

(ii)  There are so many people who need Jesus.   

(a)  Most of them don’t even know they do.   

(b)  At least they don’t know the name of the One they need.   

 

(iii)  He has sent us to tell them.   

(a)  This is the way He seeks them.   

(b)  This is how He brings people to Himself.   

(c)  Let’s not forget their need or what will happen to them if we don’t 

bring them.   

 

c.  Jesus took this man aside – He took him by the hand because he couldn’t see.   

(i)  This is the way we need to approach those who need Jesus.   

(ii)  The people Jesus sends us to are spiritually blind – they can’t find their 

way.   

(a)  We need to take them by the hand and lead them to the truth.   

(b)  Sometimes we lose sight of the fact that the things that are very 

familiar to us are complete mysteries to others.   

(c)  We need to take time to explain the Gospel thoroughly.   

(d)  We also need to keep it simple.   

 

d.  After Jesus took him aside, He spit on his eyes.   

(i)  Earlier, Jesus spit and touched the tongue of the man who was deaf and 

dumb.   

(ii)  This was likely condescension on Jesus’ part – spittle was viewed as 

medicinal.   

(iii)  Or Jesus could have meant it to be symbolic.   

(a)  The Gospel/the Word of God comes from His mouth.   

(1)  It has the power to open the eyes of the blind.   

(2)  It’s able to open the ears of the deaf ears.   

(3)  And it loosens our tongues that we might tell others.   

 

(b)  This is the message we need to get out to others.   

(1)  There is no salvation apart from the Gospel.   

(2)  God makes it alone powerful to save everyone who believes.   

 

e.  And after Jesus healed the man, He sent him to his home with the instructions 

to tell no one.  Why?   

(i)  Jesus had ministered in Bethsaida before – the people rejected Him and 

were becoming increasingly hostile.   



3 

(ii)  When someone rejects the Gospel, very often the Lord begins to hide it 

from them.   

(a)  This is why He tells us not to cast our pearls before swine (Matt. 7:6).   

(b)  If you try to tell the Gospel to someone, and they become angry and 

abusive, don’t continue – at least for the present – but move on to 

someone else.   

 

(iii)  It’s important to note here that even when there is a great deal of 

hostility in one area, the Lord doesn’t abandon everyone – He will still 

come to those who are open, as he did to this blind man.   

(iv)  Likewise, we shouldn’t stop trying to reach those in Modesto and other 

places who might yet – by God’s grace – be open to the Gospel.   

 

2.  But now let’s zero in on one unique and interesting aspect of this miracle – this 

is the only miracle recorded in Scripture that is progressive.   

a.  After Jesus spit on his eyes, He asked if he saw anything.   

(i)  The man did, but not clearly – he saw things generally, men like trees, 

walking around.   

(ii)  Jesus then laid His hands on his eyes, and when the man looked, his sight 

was restored, and he saw everything clearly.   

(iii)  Why did Jesus heal the man in two stages when He could easily have 

done it in one?   

(iv)  Perhaps the best answer is that He was showing us another spiritual 

principle:  just as this man’s eyesight became progressively better through 

the Lord’s continuing involvement, so our spiritual sight and 

understanding will progress as He continues to work with us.   

 

b.  When the Lord first brings us to faith, He opens our blind eyes.   

(i)  We can now see – not everything, but enough to receive Jesus.   

(ii)  But as we grow in the faith, our spiritual eyesight improves – we begin to 

see His truth more clearly.   

 

c.  This morning, let’s consider two things:   

a.  First, that as you grow in spiritual maturity, you should be getting a clearer 

view of spiritual things.   

b.  And second, how this should make a difference in your life and in how 

you minister to others.   

 

II.  Sermon.   

A.  First, as you grow in spiritual maturity, you should be getting a clearer view of 

spiritual things.   

1.  This was true in other areas of your life.   

a.  When you were born – if everything was working as it should – you opened 

your eyes and could see for the first time.   

(i)  But you didn’t see as much as you could later.   

(a)  You didn’t know yet how to focus your eyes.   
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(b)  Your brain really couldn’t process what you saw.   

(c)  You could see, but not clearly.   

 

(ii)  But as you grew, your sight improved.   

(a)  You had better focus and a more developed brain to interpret the 

signals your eyes were sending.   

(b)  You progressed until you could see clearly.   

 

b.  The same thing was true of your intellect – your ability to see things with 

your mind.   

(i)  When you were a baby, there were certain things you could understand 

and communicate:   

(a)  I’m hungry.   

(b)  I need to be burped.   

(c)  I have a dirty diaper.   

(d)  I’m tired.   

(e)  I want to get up now.   

(f)  I’m tired of doing this and I want to do that.   

 

(ii)  But as you grew, you not only understood more fully what you were 

going through and the things around you, you could also better 

communicate these things.   

(iii)  Again, you progressed – you grew until you could see more clearly.   

 

2.  It shouldn’t seem strange then that the same thing should happen in the spiritual 

realm.   

a.  He revealed His truth in history progressively.   

(i)  He began to reveal His Gospel in the curse on the serpent:  “And I will 

put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her 

seed; He shall bruise you on the head, and you shall bruise him on the 

heel” (Gen. 3:15).   

(ii)  Through the years, He showed His people more and more until He 

eventually sent His Son into the world – the seed of the woman – to crush 

the serpent’s head – to destroy the work of the enemy – and to set you 

free.   

 

b.  He does the same with regard to your spiritual life.   

(i)  When He opened your eyes – when He quickened you to life by His Spirit 

– He showed you what you needed to see.   

(a)  He showed you your need of Him.   

(b)  He revealed His love and beauty to you.   

(c)  And in love, you received Him.   

(d)  You could see, but mainly what you needed to see.   

 

(ii)  As time went by, He showed you more.   
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(a)  More of His truth, more of who He is, more of what He calls you to 

do.   

(b)  You know more now than you did when you first came to Him.   

(c)  You can see more clearly.   

 

(iii)  One day you will see with absolute clarity – as our brother Dick does 

now in heaven.   

(iv)  And with that clearer vision also came a greater responsibility to obey.   

(a)  The more you know, the more you understand, the more the Lord 

holds you responsible to submit to that knowledge.   

(b)  Likewise, the less you know – even though the standard is still 

perfection – the less He expects from you.   

(c)  Jesus didn’t place His disciples in life-threatening situations when 

they first came to know Him, though He did later.   

 

B.  Second, the fact that spiritual sight is progressive should make a difference in your 

life and in how you minister to others.   

1.  First, this exhorts you to seek to grow in the grace and knowledge of your 

Savior, Jesus Christ.   

a.  Just as you grew from infancy, to young adulthood, to adulthood – just as you 

matured physically and mentally – so you are to grow spiritually.   

b.  Continue to press forward.   

(i)  Learn more about the God who made you,  

(ii)  About the Savior who redeemed you.   

(iii)  About the Spirit who indwells you.   

(iv)  Find out what pleases them,  

(v)  What their will is for your life.   

(vi)  Grow in your love and devotion to them,  

(vii)  In your service for their glory.   

(viii)  As long as you live there will always be room for improvement.   

(ix)  You won’t reach perfection until you reach heaven.   

 

c.  Along the way, be careful that you don’t expect too much from yourself.   

(i)  Perhaps the church’s greatest problem is that we expect too little.   

(ii)  But there are those who keep kicking themselves because they expect too 

much.   

(iii)  On the one hand you should want more than anything else to be like 

Jesus.   

(iv)  On the other, you have to have reasonable expectations, or you will 

continually feel defeated.   

 

2.  But secondly, understanding that the Christian life is a life of growth, don’t 

expect younger believers to be able to do everything older ones can.   

a.  You wouldn’t expect your newborn to keep his or her room picked up or to 

clean its bottle after a feeding; nor would you expect your toddler to get a job 

and work an eight hour day.   
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b.  Don’t expect young believers to be able to bear the yoke of discipleship as 

fully as more mature believers.   

(i)  Putting unrealistic expectations on your children can drive them to 

become resentful – the same thing can happen when we expect too much 

from young believers.   

(ii)  Those of you who are older and more mature should understand this and 

humble yourselves even more to make sure these young ones don’t 

stumble.   

(iii)  Be gentle and kind, but most of all be patient.   

 

c.  And so what has the Lord opened your eyes to see?   

(i)  Make sure that you live up to that light; keep seeking more light.   

(ii)  Make sure as well that you’re not expecting spiritual infants to see the 

same things you see or to live according to the light He’s given you.   

(iii)  May the Lord help all of us both to grow and to be an encouragement to 

those young in the faith to continue to press forward to become more like 

Jesus.  Amen.   

 

http://www.graceopcmodesto.org 


