
“What Advantage Has the Jew?”
(Romans 3:1-2)

I.  Introduction.  
A.  Paul has condemned the Gentile (1:18-32).  

1.  God has revealed Himself to everyone.  
2.  But left to themselves, they reject God and turn to sin and idolatry.  
3.  Knowing that God requires the death penalty for these sins, they not only continue to do them, but encourage others

to do the same.  
4.  They are without excuse.  

B.  Paul has condemned the Jew (2:1-29).  
1.  They condemn the practices of the Gentiles, but they do the same, knowing that God will judge those who do these

things.  
2.  God will not be partial to them because they are Jews.  
3.  He will actually be more severe, because they know more.  
4.  The Gentile who is uncircumcised in the flesh, but who keeps the Law, will judge them.  
5.  The bottom line is that God is interested in what’s in our heart, not in what we’re doing only on the outside.  
6.  God will accept the uncircumcised Gentile who loves Him and keeps His Law, but reject the circumcised Jew who

doesn’t.  
7.  In today’s terms, God will accept those who love and obey Him over those who are baptized members of the church

who don’t.  
8.  It’s good to be baptized, but it will only speak against us if our hearts are not changed by God’s grace.  

C.  But the question naturally arises, Then what good is it to be a Jew?  
1.  If Gentiles who believe are true Jews, and if Jews can end up being judged more severely for sinning against his

greater light, then what is the advantage of being a Jew?  What is the advantage of being a member of the Old
Covenant people of God?  

2.  The same question might be asked about membership in the church today:  if a person might receive baptism, have all
the blessings of membership in the church, but end up being judged more severely, what good is it to be in the
church?  

3.  The answer is the same in both cases:  Great in every way.  
4.  This morning I want us to consider the advantages the Jews had, and those we have, especially how we might make

the best use of them.  

II.  Sermon.  
A.  Paul tells us that the Old Covenant people of God – the Jews – had every advantage.  

1.  That advantage was definitely not their nationality.  
a.  It’s clear in the New Covenant that God doesn’t look at our race.  
b.  He doesn’t care whether we’re Jews or Gentiles, European or Asians, Dutch, English or American.  
c.  He doesn’t care what denomination we belong to.  
d.  What He cares about is the heart:  that’s most important.  
e.  Being the natural seed of Abraham wasn’t their advantage.  

2.  It was their spiritual heritage that really mattered:  Their blessings in this area were great in every way:  “First of all,
that they were entrusted with the oracles of God,” or most importantly, that they had God’s special revelation.  To
have this was to have everything.  
a.  His covenants:  Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, the promise of the New, all which pointed to Christ.  



b.  His promise:  of forgiveness of sins through faith in the Messiah.  
c.  His Law:  to point them to Christ for justification and to show them how to love and serve Him.  
d.  His priesthood:  mediation between them and Him, which pointed to Christ.  
e.  His sacrifices:  substitutes in death for them, pointing to Christ.  
f.  His feasts:  monuments of redemption, pointing to Christ.  
g.  His Temple:  the place where His presence dwelt among them, fulfilled in Christ, with His people being the real

Temple, as we saw last week.  
h.  His signs and seals:  circumcision – which pointed to the new birth – and the Passover – which pointed to the

means of the new birth, Christ.  
i.  His prophecies:  pointing to the salvation to be brought to them in Christ.  
j.  All of these things pointed to the Messiah, they were able to lead them to Christ to be justified and to be built up in

the most holy faith.  
k.  Being Jews gave them a great advantage in every way, especially that God revealed these things to them through

His Word.  
l.  The fact that they didn’t take advantage of these advantages doesn’t mean that they weren’t advantages.  

(i)  They had light, the only light God gave; the Gentiles had only darkness.  
(ii)  But an advantage won’t do you any good unless you use it.  
(iii)  Some of them did and were graciously saved.  
(iv)  But most didn’t and were lost.  

B.  The same is true of the church today:  membership in her gives many great advantages.  
1.  God has given us these blessings and more.  We have:  

a.  The Old and New Testaments:  the complete revelation of His redemptive plan and its fulfillment in Christ.  
b.  His New Covenant, the fulfillment of all the covenants through Christ.  
c.  The fulfillment of His promises of salvation in Christ.  
d.  Christ as our King:  in the church, mediated through church governors; and over the whole world, insuring the

advancement of His kingdom.  
e.  Christ as our priest:  The once for all sacrifice of Christ, mediated through His Gospel.  
f.  Christ as our prophet:  mediated through His ministers.  
g.  The Law of Christ – to point us to Christ to be justified, to show us how to love and serve Him.  
h.  The Spirit of God to give us the power to keep it.  Old Covenant believers had this as well, but not as much as we

do.  
i.  The true worship of God:  He has told us how He wants to be worshiped and the kind of worship He will accept

through Christ’s Spirit and mediation.  
j.  His sacraments – the signs and seals of the work of Christ.  
l.  The Gospel:  the message of redemption for ourselves and for others.  

2.  Now the fact that some don’t take advantage of these things, who die in spite of them, who will be judged because
they don’t take advantage of these things, doesn’t mean they’re not advantages.  They are!  
(i)  Those who use the means are saved.  
(ii)  But those who neglect them are lost.  

III.  Application:  I would encourage you to take advantage of them.  
A.  God has given these things to us to be blessings.  

1.  He hasn’t given them to condemn us, but to bless us.  
2.  He gave them to turn us away from our sins, to bring us to Christ, to grant us salvation, to build us up in the most holy

faith.  
3.  They are the means of grace.  

B.  But they won’t be blessings unless we use them in faith.  
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1.  Means aren’t any good unless you use them.  
2.  Colleges and Universities may be the means to better and more useful employment, but they won’t do you any good

unless you go to them to become educated.  
3.  Even so the means God gives to build us up won’t do us any good unless we use them.  

C.  And so let’s use them.  
1.  Read the Word of God and learn His will through the Gospel.  
2.  Trust in the promises through Christ, tremble at the threatenings in the fear of the Lord, yield obedience to His

commands through the strength Christ supplies.  
3.  Pray publicly and privately.  
4.  Attend public worship and worship privately in your homes.  
5.  Listen to your elders as they bring you the Word of Christ and exercise His rule.  
6.  Encourage yourself through the Gospel and bring that Word of life to others.  
7.  Mediate on the significance of your baptism through faith in Christ:  it is His mark of ownership on you.  
8.  Receive Christ’s help through His holy table.  

D.  As a last word of warning, realize that it is still possible to perish under all these blessings.  
1.  There are those who perish in darkness – in ignorance – and there are those who perish in the light – with the truth.  
2.  Those have greater blessings will also have greater judgment.  
3.  Make sure that you have come to Christ and received the light of life.  

E.  Let’s meditate on these things and pray as we prepare to come to the Table.  Amen.  
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