
”We Have An Eternal House” 
( 2  Corinthians 5: 11 

Introduction: Jesus said, in John 11:25-26, ”I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE 
LIFE; HE WHO BELIEVES IN ME SHALL LIVE EVEN IF HE DIES, AND EVERYONE WHO 
LIVES AND BELIEVES IN ME SHALL NEVER DIE.” When a person receives the grace 
of God so as to believe in Christ, he is immediately given everlasting life. 
It is a quality of life which begins right away and continues throughout all 
eternity. But one thing you must never forget is that Christians still die 
physically. When Adam sinned in the garden, he brought death into the world 
through that sin. Now the Scripture says, ”IT IS APPOINTED FOR MEN TO DIE 
ONCE AND AFTER THIS COMES JUDGMENT” [Heb. 9 : 2 7 ) .  You know that this is 
true. You have seen it happen lately in the departure of our dear sister 
Dorothy. But the question you should ask this evening is how does your 
faith in Christ make a difference after you die physically? What can you 
expect to happen after you leave this world? What did Jesus mean when He 
said that, ”EVERYONE WHO LIVES AND BELIEVES IN ME SHALL NEVER DIE”? I 
believe that our text this evening gives us insight into these questions. 

In the context, Paul has been describing the persecutions that he and 
many of his brethren were faced with in those days. He says, ”FOR WE WHO 
LIVE ARE CONSTANTLY BEING DELIVERED OVER TO DEATH FOR JESUS’ SAKE” [4:11). 
But although the persecution was great, Paul was not discouraged. He wrote, 
”THEREFORE WE DO NOT LOSE HEART, BUT THOUGH OUR OUTER MAN IS DECAYING, YET 
OUR INNER MAN IS BEING RENEWED DAY BY DAY” [v. 16). Our physical part, or 
outer man, is slowly wearing out, and will eventually decay. But the inner 
man, the new life which was begotten in us from above, is constantly growing 
and being renewed. But Paul was not concerned about his outer man decaying, 
for the Lord had given to him the wonderful promise of a future dwelling 
place for his soul which was eternal in the heavens. And that is what I 
want you to see from this text this evening, namely that, 

If you are a believer in Christ, when your body is destroyed in 
this life, the Lord has prepared an eternal dwelling for you in the 
next. 

I. Death Is Not the End of Your Life, But Merely the Beginning. 
A. Paul Here Is Plainly Speaking a Future Existence After the Death of 

He says, ”FOR WE KNOW THAT IF OUR EARTHLY HOUSE OF THIS TENT IS 
TORN DOWN, WE HAVE A BUILDING FROM GOD IN THE HEAVENS, AN 
ETERNAL HOUSE NOT MADE WITH HANDS.” 

2. Paul calls your earthly house here a tent which signifies that 
it is only temporary. It will not endure forever. There will 
come a time when the Lord will pull up your stakes and move you 
on. 

doubt that your house will be torn down given enough time, but 
because of the possibility of the imminent return of Christ at 
any time for His church. 
a. That generation of believers which is alive at Christ’s 

the Believer. 
1.  

3.  He says ”if it is torn down” here, not because there is any 

return will not see death, but their physical bodies will be 
immediately transformed from a natural to a spiritual one. 

b. Those who live to this event, will never see physical death. 
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4. But if your earthly house is torn down, or dismantled, or 
destroyed through death, Paul says that you have a building 
which comes from God. 
a. It is one which is not located on earth, but in the heavens 

where God dwells. 
b. It is one which is not a temporary dwelling as your physical 

body, but an eternal house. 
c. And it is a house which was not made by hands, that is, it 

is not of this creation. 

5. This passage plainly tells us that there is life after death. 
It is just as Jesus told us, ”EVERYONE WHO LIVES AND BELIEVES IN 
ME SHALL NEVER DIE” (John 1 1 : 2 6 ) .  Even though the Christian’s 
physical life ends, his spiritual life never ends. He is only 
removed from one location to take up residence at another, 
namely in heaven. 

B. But There Are Three Views A s  to Exactly What Paul Is Referring to 
Here. 
1 .  The first view is that refers to the condition of the believer 

between his death and resurrection. During this time he is 
given a body which he will possess between his death and 
resurrection. eternal 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

i. 

j. 

k. 

We call the situation of a believer between his death and 
resurrection, the intermediate state. It is that state or 
condition which the Christian finds himself in between these 
two events. 
The Bible tells us that we still exist during this time, but 
it doesn’t tell us much about what it is like. 
If this passage is dealing with the intermediate state, it 
will help us to better understand it. 
Those who hold to this first position believe that our 
passage teaches that when a believer dies, he receives a 
temporary body to live in while he awaits the resurrection. 
The reason they believe this is because Paul says that we 
have this body at the time that our earthly body is torn 
down. ”FOR WE KNOW THAT IF THE EARTHLY HOUSE OF THIS TENT 
IS TORN DOWN, WE HAVE A BUILDING FROM GOD.” 
There seems to be a parallel between putting one body off, 
and putting the other on, which implies that this heavenly 
dwelling is like the first one, a body, which once having 
put it on, we shall not be found naked, but clothed with 
immortality. 
But if this is what our passage teaches, it is the only 
place in the Bible where it is mentioned. The other 
passages which speak of the intermediate state do not 
mention any kind of body. 
Hebrews 12 :23  calls the departed saints, ”THE SPIRITS OF 
RIGHTEOUS MEN MADE PERFECT.” 
John, in Revelation 6 : 9 ,  describes the saints as ”THE SOULS 
OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN BECAUSE OF THE WORD OF GOD.” 
In these two contexts it is clear that the intermediate 
state is in view, and yet the saints are described as 
”spirits” and ”souls”. There is no body mentioned. 
Lastly, it would be difficult to construe a temporary body 
of this nature with what is here called ”an eternal house.’? 
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It cannot be both temporary and eternal. 
1. Therefore, we must reject this view. 

2. The second view is that it doesn't refer to the intermediate 
state at all, but is talking about the believer's death and his 
RESURRECTION body. 
a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

In this case, the building from God, the house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens, is the final resurrection 
body, not a temporary body of some sort. 
Paul here would be drawing a parallel between the one body 
which we put off, and the other body which we put on. 
The analogy he uses, in which he refers to is as a garment 
which clothes us and hides our nakedness, also suggests that 
it is a body of some sort. 
However, the difficulty with this interpretation is the 
immediacy with which we seem to have this new body. Paul 
tells us that we receive it immediately after death, and yet 
for most believers, the resurrection takes place long after 
their death. 
Is this passage referring to the resurrection or to the 
intermediate state? 

3.  The third view seeks to answer that question by understanding 
the building from God to be a dwelling place in heaven which the 
believer receives immediately at his death. What is being 
compared is not an earthly body and a heavenly one, but an 
earthly house and a heavenly house. 
a. 

b. 

C. 

d. 

This is the view of Charles Hodge, the great Princeton 
theologian. 
His arguments are, first, "Heaven is often in Scripture 
compared to a house in which there are many mansions, John  
14:2" (Hodge 2 Corinthians 485). 
Secondly, he says, "The body is compared to a house in which 
the soul now dwells, heaven is the house into which it 
enters when this earthly house is dissolved. Our Lord told 
His sorrowing disciples that they should soon be with Him, 
that in His Father's house, whither he went, there were many 
mansions, and that he would receive them unto Himself 

Thirdly, "The description here given of the house of which the 
apostle speaks agrees with the descriptions elsewhere given of 
heaven. It is a building of God; compare Heb. 11, 10, where 
heaven is said to be a city whose builder and maker is God. 
It is not made with hands, i.e. not of human workmanship or 
belonging to the present order of things. In the same sense 
the true tabernacle in heaven is said to be 'not made with 
hands,' Heb. 9, 11. It is eternal, because the state on which 
the soul enters at death is unchanging. And finally, this 
house is said to be 'in heaven,' or, we are said to have it 
'in heaven.' This last clause is not consistent with the 
assumption that the house spoken of is the resurrection body. 
That body is not now in heaven awaiting our arrival there, nor 
is it to be brought down to us from heaven. But the mansion 
which Christ has gone to prepare for His people is in heaven; 
and therefore the apostle in raising his eyes heavenward could 
appropriately say, 'If this tabernacle be dissolved I have a 

(485-6). 
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d. 

e. 

f. 

house in heaven” (486). 
The fourth and most important argument ”is that the house 
spoken of is one on which the soul enters immediately after 
death. This is plain because Paul says, that if our earthly 
house be dissolved we have, i. e., we have at once, a house 
in heaven” (486). ”The simple idea is that the soul, when 
it leaves its earthly tabernacle, will not be lost in 
immensity, nor driven away houseless and homeless, but will 
find a house and home in heaven” (488). 
If this is the correct view, then it tells us that in the 
intermediate state, we will immediately enter our heavenly 
dwelling prepared for us by Christ, and dwell in that 
eternal house, while we await the resurrection of our 
bodies. 
I am somewhat torn between the last two views, but I believe 
that Hodge’s view is stronger. 

But the Main Thing to Realize from This Passage Is That When You as a 
Christian Die, You Pass Immediately into the Presence of the Lord. 

A. There Are Many Other Passages of Scripture Which Confirm This. 
1.  When the Sadducees, who did not believe in life after death, 

questioned Jesus concerning the woman who had seven husbands, 
and whose wife she would be in the resurrection, Jesus replied, 
”HAVE YOU NOT READ THAT WHICH WAS SPOKEN TO YOU BY Gon, SAYING, 
’I AM THE Gon OF ABRAHAM, ANn THE Gon OF ISAAC, ANn THE Gon OF 
JACOB? HE IS NOT THE GOD OF THE DEAD BUT OF THE LIVING” (Matt. 
22:31-32). The patriarchs were not dead, though their bodies 
had been laid in the tomb. They were alive! 

2. When Lazarus died, he was carried away to Abraham’s bosom, which 
is heaven. The rich man was cast into hell. In those two 
places they were able to remember the present world, they were 
able to see each other and talk to each other (Luke 16:19-31). 
They were not unconscious. 
a. Jehovah’s Witnesses, who believe in soul sleep and 

annihilationism, think that, because this is a parable, that 
you can’ t draw any conclusions from it. 

b. But just ask them to show you one example of a parable where 
Jesus describes events which are contrary to real life, in 
order to teach truth. He uses things which are familiar and 
real. 
Both Lazarus and the rich man were both very much alive and 
awake! 

c. 

3. Paul said concerning himself, ”FOR TO ME, TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND 
TO DIE IS GAIN . . . TO DEPART AND BE WITH CHRIST . . . IS VERY 
MUCH BETTER” (Phil. 1:23). He couldn’t have said this if to die 
was to be unconscious in the grave for thousands of years! 

4. John,  in his heavenly vision, said, ”I SAW UNDE~EATH THE ALTAR 
THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO HAD BEEN SLAIN BECAUSE OF THE WORD OF 
COD” (6:9). He saw, not the bodies, but the souls of the 
saints, alive and wel 1 ! 

OF RIGHTEOUS MEN MADE PERFECT” (12: 23). 

Jesus, showing us that they were still very much alive (Matt. 

5. The author to the Hebrews wrote, that in heaven are ”THE SPIRITS 

6. On the mount of Transfiguration, Moses and Elijah appeared with 

17: 1-13). 
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7. And lastly, Jesus said to the thief on the cross, ”TRULY I SAY 
TO YOU, TODAY YOU SHALL BE WITH ME IN PARADISE” (Luke 23:43) .  
The thief was to die that day, and so was Christ. But they were 
not to be unconscious that day, but in paradise! 

8 .  There are several things that the Bible tells us about the 
intermediate state, things which should comfort you concerning 
your departed brethren in Christ, and your future, as well. 
a. The angels will most likely take your soul out of this world 

b. Then there will be a private judgment by the Lord to 
when you die. 

determine your immediate destination. 

(i) If you are outside of Christ, then you will be sent 
into hell to suffer until the final public judgment on 
the great day, when God’s justice in condemning you to 
everlasting torment will be vindicated, and He 
glorified. 
If you are in Christ, through faith in Him and 
repentance from your sins, you will be immediately 
taken into heaven, into the Paradise of God, also 
awaiting the future day of public judgment where you 
will be acquitted from all guilt and publicly received 
by the Lord. 

(ii) 

c. By the time you get to heaven, the pollution of your sins 
will undoubtedly be finally removed, and you will enter into 
perfect fellowship with the saints and angels before the 
throne of God and of the Lamb, there no longer to be 
hindered by sin. 

d. You will be given an eternal dwelling in the house of the 
Lord where you will live with Him forever. 

e. Apparently, you will also remember what had happened on this 
earth. And, even though you will only be a spirit without a 
body, you will still be able to see the angels and other 
saints. 

f. And as our brother Jonathan Edwards has so clearly seen, in 
his exposition of 1 Corinthians 13, in heaven, the love 
which was first put into your heart by the Spirit, will be 
perfected and magnified as it is forever shared among the 
inhabitants of that glorious city. 

B. Knowing that These Things Are True, And that the Lord Has Such a 
Glorious Future for You, How then Ought You to Live? 
1 .  Paul says that your longing for heaven should be such in this 

life, that you virtually groan under the burden of remaining 
here. 

heaven. 

immortality. 

engagement ring, as your first taste of heaven. And when you 
finally arrive at the end of your journey, you will receive the 
gracious and full payment. 

5. Therefore, you are to serve the Lord with joy and gladness all 
your days, for you have a bright and glorious future. Paul 

2. You should be longing to be clothed with your dwelling from 

3. You should desire to have your mortality swallowed up by 

4. God has placed His Spirit within you as a down payment, an 



6 

says,  "THEREFORE, BEING ALWAYS OF GOOD COURAGE, AND KNOWING THAT 
WHILE WE ARE AT HOME IN THE BODY WE ARE ABSENT FROM THE LORD -- 
FOR WE WALK BY FAI T H,  NOT BY SIGHT -- WE ARE OF Goon  COURAGE, I 
SAY, AND PREFER RATHER TO BE ABSENT FROM THE B o n y  AND TO BE AT 
HOME WITH THE LORD. THEREFORE ALSO WE HAVE AS OUR AMBITION, 
WHETHER AT HOME OR ABSENT, TO BE PLEASING TO HIM" ( 2  C o r .  
5:8-9). 
but a p a s s a g e  f r o m  here t o  there. T h e r e f o r e ,  you are not t o  
f e a r  d e a t h ,  nor are you t o  grieve f o r  your brethren w h o  have 
d e p a r t e d  a s  others w h o  have no h o p e .  R a t h e r ,  you are t o  be 
courageous and  t o  set your heart on p l e a s i n g  the L o r d  no m a t t e r  
w h a t  the p e r s o n a l  cost t o  you. And w h e n  your t i m e  on earth i s  
over, the L o r d  w i l l  br ing  you home.  Amen. 

Remember t ha t  your true home  i s  in  heaven. Death i s  


